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to revamp 
student
govt.

The Nov. 6 election is coming up fast, and soon enough, it will be time to check the 
boxes on the ballot, and then we will know if Barack Obama will be the U.S. president 
for four more years or if Mitt Romney will take the office.

But one thing is for sure: whoever wins will have an effect on students at Grand 
Rapids Community College and across the nation.

Keith St. Clair, a GRCC professor of political science, says there are many issues 
students should be paying attention to. “I would think economic concerns would be 
a priority for them (students) and who they thought could best handle and lead the 
economic recovery,” St. Clair said. “They’re going to be working in this economy in the 

Grand Rapids Community 
College launched earlier this month 
the new software “My Degree Path” 
that will allow students to track 
all courses they have completed, 

are taking, 
or still need 
to earn a 
degree.

“ W e 
are super 
e x c i t e d , ” 
said Erin 

Busscher, the GRCC transfer and 
articulation coordinator. “Our top 
four transfer schools all use this 
software–GVSU, Ferris, Western 
and Davenport–so not only will 
it help out the students here, but 
it will get them ready when they 
transfer to another school.”

Students will have access 
to “My Degree Path” through 
the Online Student Center.  The 
program will show a green check 
mark by classes a student has 
completed, a blue tilde by the 
classes in progress and a red box 
that shows classes needed but not 

taken.
Another feature “My Degree 

Path” has is the “What If” button.  
If a student wants to switch majors, 
he/she can click this button, and it 
will show what classes they have 
already taken that can be used 
toward the new major and what 
else they would have to take. 

“My Degree Path should 
not replace the advisers,” said 
Busscher. “It is just a tool to 
help the students see what the 
advisers see. We do not want the 
students thinking they can advise 
themselves.”

‘My Degree Path’ helps to advise students
Students are still recommended 

to see a counselor or adviser at 
least once or twice a year.  The 
counselors and advisers will also 
be using this program to help the 
students become more familiar 
with the software.

“I think the program speaks 
for itself,” said Busscher.  “We 
have big dreams for the program, 
but our main focus right now is 
getting the information out to the 
students.”

SubheadEs 
autaest que 
ommolumque 
modit apient.

By Tricia Langstraat
Staff Writer

Sara Dorer, director of Student 
Life and Conduct, is forming a 
student committee to restructure 
the student government 
organization after the recent 
disbandment of the group formerly 
known as Student Congress.

 “We will be forming what 
we’re going to call a student 
leadership advisory committee,” 
Dorer said. “Their charge will be 
to lead the efforts of reviewing 
and restructuring our campus 
leadership organization.”

 Dorer plans to hire a committee 
of six students plus one member 
of Campus Activities that will 
represent the student body.  Any 
student is eligible to apply for a 
position, and the former executive 
board members will have to apply 
to be part of the team.

 “We are looking to compensate 
those positions similar to the way 
we would have done leaders in 
Student Congress, but everyone 
will be equal,” Dorer said. “There 
won’t be a hierarchy.”

 Immediately following the 
disbandment announcement, 
there were plans that the 
remaining former executive 
board members would continue 
the officers’ responsibilities and 
receive stipends. However, Dorer 
said that these responsibilities 
will be delegated to the committee 
instead.

Photo Illustration, Miranda Haddox; Images courtesy of MCT Campus

GRCC wins 
four Grand 
Awards

At the 16th annual Grand 
Awards, GRCC won all four awards 
they were nominated in out of six 
college production categories.

The Grand Awards is an awards 
ceremony where outstanding 
work in Grand Rapids theater 
productions for the previous year is 
recognized. The ticket proceeds go 
toward a theater scholarship fund, 
and this year, the four students 
benefitting are  Aaron Guest, Mary 
Lehman, Joseph Becherer and 
Jacob Loader. 

GRCC student Kyle VanDyke 
won an award for the category 
“Outstanding Lead Actor in a 
College Production.” “’T Bone 
n’ Weasel’ was only the second 
play I’ve ever acted in,” VanDyke 
said. “So to even be nominated for 
this award was quite a surprise to 
me. It was very humbling to be 
nominated with some very talented 
actors from other colleges.”

GRCC Student Micah Hazel 
won “Outstanding Supporting 
Actor in a College Production.’ 
“When I won, it felt like I was 
validating the theater program,” 
Hazel said. “It was so cool and 
surreal. I feel like it’s a symbol of 
completing the course.”

Michelle Urbane won 
“Outstanding Direction of a 
College Production,” for the play 
“For Better,” and “Outstanding 
College Production” went to T 
Bone n’ Weasel.” 

By Justin Dawes 
Editor-in-Chief

See Party, page 2 

By Tara Bowman 
Staff Writer
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Blood Drive
Student Life will be holding a blood 
drive from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. on 
Oct. 31 in the Multipurpose Room 
on the second floor of the Student 
Center. Coupons for a free large 
pizza from Papa John’s will be 
given to those who participate.

Bookstore
Former textbook manager Stewart 
Krulikoski is no longer part of the 
bookstore team.  Until his position 
is filled, contact the store manager 
Hailey Mabrito with any questions 
or concerns about textbooks. She 
can be reached at (616) 234-3886.

Staff Pumpkin Carving Contest
Campus dining is holding a 
pumpkin carving contest for faculty 
and staff that will run from Oct. 15 
to Oct. 31. Individuals are allowed 
one entry, which can be dropped 
off at the Raider Grille 7 a.m.-3 
p.m. on Monday-Thursday and 7 
a.m.-1 p.m Fridays. The winner 
will be awarded a lunch buffet for 
his/her department.

Real Writing for Real People
The English Department is hosting 
a workshop entitled, “Who Cares? 
Why Bother? Real Writing for Real 
People,” highlighting how writing 
skills are relevant academically and 
professionally. The workshop is 
being held at the ATC building with 
presentations in multiple rooms 
8 a.m.-7 p.m. on Oct. 24 and 10 
a.m. to 630 p.m. on Oct. 25. Go to 
www.grcc.edu/whocares for a full 
schedule and description.

Corrections

In a story on p. 3 of the Sept. 25 print edition of the 
Collegiate, a statement attributed to Mike Vargo, interim 
associate dean of Arts and Sciences, was incorrect. The 
Collegiate should have reported that 90 percent of the Arts and 
Sciences Department textbooks were available at the campus 
bookstore on time. The Collegiate staff apologizes for the error.

News
In the

Medical
10/10/12
A female student had a serious allergic reaction 
and was transported by ambulance to the 
hospital.

Larceny
10/11/12
A student had some of her personal property 
stolen from an unlocked locker.  A laptop bag, 
Gateway laptop computer, loose tweed jacket, 
biology textbook, biology work book, pair of 
“skinny” jeans, house key and cash money were 
taken.  There is note of a suspicious female in a 
hooded sweatshirt near the area around the time 
of the theft.

Trespassing
10/12/12
It appeared that a homeless person(s) may have 
made a small fire in a stairwell of the Ranson 
Street parking ramp.  Janitors were called in to 
sweep up the ashes.

Damage to Property
10/15/12
As part of a class, students were kicking a 
ball around and broke a window in the Main 
Building.

Medical
10/10/12
A student fell walking to the science building 
and broke her wrist.  She refused to take an 
ambulance due to costs but still went to the 
emergency room.

Disorderly Conduct
10/15/12
A student repeatedly showed up to class 
intoxicated.  She told her teacher she was going 
through some rough times because her mom 
recently passed.

First time voters’ checklist:
•	 Make sure you take your state I.D.

•	 Even though you can vote straight ticket, 
make sure you go to the back of the ballot 
for the non-partisan offices. There will be 
six questions

•	 Inform yourself about who’s running and 
about the issues

•	 You don’t have to vote for every position on 
the ballot

•	 Figure out your voting precinct before 
voting day

•	 Don’t let someone turn you away from the 
polling station if you know you’re in the 
right place. You can ask for a provisional 
ballot that will be evaluated to decide if the 
voter was in the correct location.

Suggestions made by GRCC Political Science 
Professor Keith St. Clair
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Through the Wyoming Middle 
College Program, 50 high school 
sophomores are simultaneously 
earning their high school diplomas 
and Associate’s Degrees of Arts at 
Grand Rapids Community College.

Fall semester 2012 is the kick 
off for this program; WMC is now 
among 25 middle college programs 
in the state of Michigan and 
hundreds throughout the nation. 
This is not dual enrollment, 
but actually college taught at a 
younger level.

This is a five year commitment 
that starts during the students’ 
sophomore years in high school. 
At the beginning of each new 
school year, another group of 
50 WHS sophomores will apply 
and start at entry level. Students 
enrolled in WMC are taking their 
GRCC classes taught by GRCC 
faculty at Wyoming High School. 
It is anticipated that classes will 
continue to be held in Wyoming, 
but that could change depending 
on what courses students choose 
in the future.

Students enrolled in this 
program must meet requirements 
to be eligible, including a GPA of 
2.5 or greater and regular class 
attendance.

These students are taking 
Introduction to College: New 
Student Experience, CLS 100, 
taught by Professor Steven 
Beauclair, as their first college 
course.

“I believe the first semester is 
going very well,” said Dan Clark, 
Dean of GRCC Lakeshore Campus 
and Academic Outreach. “Professor 
Steven Beauclair is engaging the 

students in the learning process, 
and the students are eager to learn 
and to do their best.”

The students’ responses have 
been positive.

“Being handed this 
opportunity, I feel absolutely 
honored and proud of myself 
to have achieved academic 
recognition,” said Renee Paniccia, 
14, a WMC student from Wyoming. 
“My classmates and I are all hard 
workers that are willing to step up 
to the plate and prove that we have 
what it takes to graduate.”

During the first semester 
in this program, administrators 
are finding what the program 
does well and what needs to be 
improved. 

“I believe the strengths of any 
program remain in the students, 
faculty and curriculum outcomes,” 
Clark said. “We will look to 
get responses from students, 
faculty and administration for 
improvements so we see all of 
the students persist with great 
success.”

After the controversy of the 
purpose of WMC earlier this year 
of WMC only being a program 
to get a piece of paper over an 
education and it makes students 
have to mature beyond their 
years, there are already positive 
outcomes only half way through 
the first semester.

Clark hopes that the students 
will learn so they can successfully 
move forward to pursue other 
academic pursuits.  His desire is 
to see students have a great high 
school experience and be able to 
earn an associate’s degree at the 
same time.

High School sophomores 
taking GRCC classes
By Margaret Helmer
Staff Writer

thecollegiatelive.com

near future.”
Besides economic issues, St. 

Clair named specifics about several 
issues students should be aware 
of, including healthcare.

“I can certainly remember 
before ‘Obamacare’ passed into 
law, students who would tell me, 
even if they were failing the class, 
that they could not withdraw from 
the class because if they did, they 
would drop below full time and 
thereby lose their parents’ health 
insurance,” he said.

Looking at the bigger 
picture, he says the election is 
on a whole different playing field 
than four years ago. “(Obama) 
was campaigning on hope and 
change,” St. Clair said. “He’s trying 
to convince people that we don’t 
need a change at the top, but we 
kind of need to stay the course.”

James Rinck, chairman of the 
Kent County Democratic Party, is 

Party leaders speak out
Cont. from page 1 optimistic about the president’s 

situation. “Obama was presented 
with a hideous situation when 
he got into office,” Rinck said. 
“Things are starting to turn out. 
I think if Obama was reelected, 
there might more willingness on 
the Republican side to work with 
him.”

The Kent County Republican 
Party did not return multiple calls 
and emails, but Matt Grendewey, 
Communications Director for the 
Michigan Republican Party, spoke 
on the Republican Party’s behalf. 
He said Romney will be the best 
candidate because he believes he 
can boost the economy. 

“When they cast a vote for 
Gov. Romney, they’re casting a 
vote for someone who knows 
about creating jobs, someone who 
worked in the private sector, and 
someone who’s made payroll,” 
Grendewey said.
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Student food pantry in need of supplies

The Grand Rapids Community College student-
run food pantry is experiencing a scarcity problem 
and is seeking donations from anyone who can help; 
this includes a food drive for campus organizations 
sponsored by Campus Activities.  The pantry opened 
last year to serve a diverse student population during 
tough times to meet their daily needs.

“One of the struggles we have is keeping enough 
food on the shelves,” said Sara Dorer, director of 
Student Life and Conduct. “If you can’t eat, you can’t 
focus in school.”

The food drive for organizations is scheduled for 
Oct. 22 to Oct. 24.

“I am hoping for lots of organizations to get 
involved and raise awareness about our food pantry,” 
said Emily Smitter, president of Campus Activities.

The drive will be operating on a point system; 
all student organizations that participate will be 
considered teams. Collected food will be counted 
based on the point system, and the team that earns 
the most points will win a pizza party. Even though 
the point system is designed for team participation, 
other donations from the general student body are 
welcome and encouraged.

“We need food throughout the year, not just 
during the food drive,” said Dorer. “There are only a 
few people that donate regularly.”

She said the organization had to create a wait list 
in response to the amount of students that need the 
services on campus. Dorer explained that the reason 
behind creating a waiting list was to better serve 

Take a trip back in time to GRCC’s Mesozoic Garden
By Michelle Myers
Staff Writer

The Grand Rapids Community College Mesozoic Garden is located on the third floor of  the Calkins 
Science Center.

students in the program. They wanted to make sure 
that the students who have already been accepted 
into the program will have enough food.

“There is a short wait list, at least this semester, 
until we determine if we can serve more students,” 
said Dorer.

The requirements for the food items that are 
donated are that all items must be unopened and 
non-perishable, inside the original packaging and 
with the original labels. Bulk items will not be 
accepted-- each item must weigh two lb. or less. For 
student organizations to earn points, each item must 
be labeled with the organizations’ names.

Donations can be dropped off in the 
Student Life office during normal business 
hours. The food pantry has a need for single 
family servings, not bulk items.

Students in need of assistance can fill 
out an application in the Student Life office.

“The student food pantry will continue 
as long as sustainable,” said 
Dorer.

The Calkins Science Center is home to astronomy, 
biology, anatomy, and physics classrooms, but it is 
also home to Grand Rapids Community College’s 
own dinosaur era garden. “Garden for the Mesozoic 
Era” was funded by the Wege Foundation, Frey 
Foundation, and GRCC in Nov. 1999. It is located on 
the third floor of the Calkin’s Science Center near the 
Biological Science Department offices. This trip back 
in time was designed by Stephen J. Rosselet, who is 
known for his work at Fredrick Meijer Gardens.

The Mesozoic Era was an era that consisted of 
three time periods: Triassic, Jurassic, and Cretaceous. 
This era of Earth’s history is famous to most of us 
because it was during this time of the dinosaurs. The 
plants in the garden are many of the same plants that 
grew among dinosaurs.

Inside this garden, you will see a variety of plants 

such as a Ginkgo tree, a Tulip tree, Sweet Flag, and 
Dwarf Horsetail to name a few. Most plants in this 
garden are not native to Michigan. Butterfly Koi and 
frogs also inhabit the area along with an occasional 
squirrel.

According to Rosselet, the garden was built “to 
educate, enrich, enchant, and inspire.” Rosselet 
added small details everywhere and took precarious 
time detailing the specifics of the garden.

The tumbled flagstone path is made from rocks 
mined from a Michigan quarry. Each stone lining the 
edge of the pond was handpicked because of unique 
characteristics such as imprints of fossils. Large 
rocks called Concretions were mined in the thumb of 
Michigan and chosen because they resemble dinosaur 
eggs. Originally, Rosselet wanted Gar Pike instead of 
Koi to inhabit the pond because they were present 
during the Mesozoic Era. However, it was later 
decided that Butterfly Koi would be more suitable. 
Information on his ideas and planning can be seen in 

a map on the wall opposite the garden.
“GRCC decided to build the garden as a pedestrian-

scaled quiet spot of reflection on campus, which at 
the same time showcases specimen plants from the 
Mesozoic Era,” said Jim Van Dokkumburg, director 
of Facilities Management at GRCC. “This allows the 
garden to be both an enjoyable place to visit as well as 
a link to some of the biology program’s curriculum.”

Robert Long, department head of the Biological 
Sciences Department at GRCC, agrees with Van 
Dokkumburg’s and Rosselet’s view on the purpose 
of the garden. “It was meant to be an intimate and 
reflective place,” Long said. “A lot of people don’t 
know it’s back here. People who find it think, ‘I just 
discovered a secret.’” And in a way, this Mesozoic 
garden is GRCC’s own secret garden.

According to Long, there were purposefully only 
two benches placed far apart in the garden so that if 
two people wandered in, they wouldn’t be in each 
other’s space. “It’s meant to soothe and teach,” Long 
said. Many people who wish to simply enjoy the view 
of the garden sit outside on the couches provided.

“The idea is to have it look natural,” said Long. 
Therefore, he doesn’t do much maintenance. The 
garden is self-mulching, meaning the dead leaves 
from the trees fall and fertilize the ground, which in 
turn fertilizes the trees—so the garden takes care of 
itself. There is also an underground water system that 
irrigates the plants. Long plans to “try and keep it 
natural looking,” he said. The little pruning he does, 
he prunes to look like a forest, not “a manicured 
garden.”

Since this garden was built, Long says it 
has matured a lot. “It’s almost at a time to re-
conceptualize,” he said. The trees have grown very 
tall, creating a canopy and a lot of shade for the 
plants beneath, some who are struggling for sunlight. 
Soon, Long has to make decisions about whether 
to plant new plants that don’t need much sunlight, 
or simply allow the garden to keep growing as it is. 
But whatever he tries will be “an experiment, like 
anything else,” he said.

During every season, Long attests to the beauty 
of the garden. The stream continues in the winter 
and some trees keep their green leaves. In the spring, 
beautiful magnolias, green buds and blossoming 
flowers can be seen. “There is always something of 
interest,” Long said.

(However, be careful because sometimes the door 
locks behind you!)
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By Susan Lockwood
Staff Writer

By Megan Young
Staff Writer

Courtesy of MCT Campus
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•Canned Stew
•Canned Chili
•Hash
•Pork and Beans
•Soups
•Kidney Beans
•Canned Beans
•Canned Carrots
•Canned Peas
•Canned Tomatoes
•Canned Corn
•Canned Instant Potatoes
•Tortilla Chips
•Salsa
•Pringles
•Cookies
•Spaghetti Sauce
•Canned Fruits
•Fruit Cups
•Dried Fruits
•Jelly
•Raisins
•Juice Boxes
•Crackers
•Cereal Bars
•Pancake Mix
•Syrup
•Pop Tarts
•Muffin Mix

•Granola Bars
•Microwave Popcorn
•Easy Mac
•Peanut Butter
•Rice
•Pasta
•Macaroni and Cheese
•Canned Ravioli
•Canned Spaghetti O’s
•Cans of Tuna
•Cans of Chicken
•Microwaveable NON-
Frozen Meals
•Hamburger Helper Boxed 
Meals
•Boxed Cereal
•Instant Oatmeal 
(individually packaged)
•Soap
•Toilet Paper
•Shampoo
•Conditioner
•Toothpaste
•Lotion
•Deodorant
•Feminine Hygiene
•Laundry Detergent
•Dryer Sheets 

Suggested items
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Fifteen Grand Rapids 
Community College students are 
taking a new class offered at GRCC 
this semester in the emerging 
field of technology that has 
them developing secure mobile 
applications.

“This course is not just to 
develop mobile applications but to 
learn about mobile security,” said 
Szymon Machajewski, instructor 
of the course.

Roughly 50 percent of the 
United States population owns a 
smartphone, and with advancing 
technology comes risks.  Hackers 
have moved from computers to 
their new love, mobile devices. It is 
easier to hack a cell phone than a 
PC. At the same time, more people 
are depending on their phones 
to buy, email and store valuable 
information.

Machajewski explained 
that in this course, they use an 
intermediate tool called Titanium, 
a free open source software. This 
specific software has one code that 
applies to making applications for 
a majority of operating systems; 
iPhones, Androids, tablets, 
BlackBerrys and other mobile 
devices.

Students enrolled in the 
online Application Development 
and Security for Mobile Devices 

GRCC class makes mobile apps
Course, CO 275, download and 
alternate premade apps to create 
new ones. Students work to 
develop applications ranging from 
social media and location apps to 
conference and kitchen sink apps.

Students complete 11 apps 
during their coursework for 
a grade; most are built from 
preloaded working samples. 
During the course, 
students may take 
part in a project app if 
they wish. The project 
app is in addition to 
the 11 graded apps 
they make, but this 
one is released for 
the public at the end 
of the semester 
in the Android 
Marketplace and 
iOS App Store. 
This semester, 
the project 
app is being 
created for 
the GRCC 
Col leg ia te 
Newspaper.

“ T h i s 
o n l i n e 
course has 
a practical 
a n d 
hands on 

approach,” said Machajewski. 
“The students get to experiences 
the entire process.”

After the class is over, 
students have the opportunity to 
decide if they want to become an 
application developer, knowing 
how to create secure apps and 
obtain the software needed to 
create them.

“Mobile technology is 
a huge emerging field,” 
said Machajewski. 
“With mobile 
technology skills, 
students represent a 
new generation of IT 

workers. They will 
have an opportunity 
to pursue entry 

level jobs in the 
technology industry 
and build a career.”

CO 275 is a 
requirement for 
GRCC’s Computer 
A p p l i c a t i o n s 
T e c h n o l o g y 

Associate’s Degree, 
but it is also open to 

all students.  Contact 
Szymon Machajewski 

at smachaje@grcc.
edu if you are interested 

in developing mobile 
applications and the best 

methods for insuring high level 
security.

Last summer, Grand Rapids Community College 
put a freeze on study away trips and hired an outside 
consultant to analyze the program.

The consultant created a report documenting the 
program’s strengths and weaknesses and suggested 
ways to create additional revenue for the school.

The report noted weaknesses like a lack of 
clarity for who should be contacted or responsible 
in the event of an emergency, an absence of uniform 
application procedures for students, and lack of a 
clear process to determine institutional risk related 
to study away programs. The report also highlighted 
the lack of a centralized study away office and the 
problems that arose because of it, as well as no 
central web presence.

“Liability of the institution for students involved 
in programs away from campus has probably not 
been adequately addressed in the past,” said Michael 
DeVivo, a GRCC geography professor who organized 
trips to South America. “So the Study Away team has 
been tasked with working with the administration to 
address these concerns.”

The consultant complemented the commitment 
of the faculty who develop and administer study away 
programs. Other strengths like growth in student 
interest and successful existing programs were also 
noted.

Administrators are meeting to decide whether or 

not to life the freeze on the program. There will be a 
meeting concerning the issue Thursday.

However, when the program was active, many 
students were unaware of the opportunities there 
were to visit Morocco, South Africa, Ireland, France 
and Germany because all of the coordinating and 
most of the responsibility of these trips has fallen on 
the professors who are teaching the courses.

Hillery Haney, a GRCC French professor, has 
been organizing trips to Morocco and France for the 
last four years.

“I went through three different departments a 
year ago,” Haney said. “There was no consistency. 
I already had the ball rolling and they changed the 
rules on me midway.”

DeVivo has also experienced issues with 
unreliability. “In the past, there has been some 
uncertainty concerning various stages of the approval 
process here at GRCC,” he said. “Fortunately, these 
matters are being addressed at this time.

Despite the challenges they faced, GRCC has 
professors who continued these programs with little 
compensation for their efforts.

“What makes the program important is everything 
that students get out of it,” Haney said.

Haney and DeVivo both say their students 
benefit in the long run when they study abroad, and 
according to the Institute of International Education, 
“students who participate in education abroad 
experience a significant growth in interpersonal 
skills, academic performance, cultural proficiency, 
and personal growth.”

DeVivo has witnessed evidence of this. “My 
students say months after the experience that it was 
a life-changing experience,” DeVivo said. “It makes 
them realize that they are part of the big picture and 
they have a responsibility to do their part in it.”

“I think that study abroad gives people the 
confidence to go the next step,” Haney said. “It’s not 
just going and seeing the Eiffel tour, it’s what it does 
to you, and I think it carries over into the rest of your 
life. That’s why study abroad is so important.”

Alyssa Contreras, 20, went on the Morocco trip 
last summer led by Haney. “It really opened my eyes 
to the difference of life and culture across the world, 
and yet I also realized that they are not as different as 
some people may think,” Contreras said.

Study Away program revamped Eric Mullen 
to head new 
department

By Margaret Helmer
Staff Writer

By Natalie Hillmann
Staff Writer

thecollegiatelive.com

After  11 years of working as Student Life 
Director, Eric Mullen will be changing positions 
within Grand Rapids Community College, leaving 
Student Life to take on a new role as head of 
Financial Aid, enrollment center orientation, 
recruitment and outreach.  Mullen’s change in 
positions coincides with an overall realignment 
of administrations within GRCC.  A formal 
announcement made today will outline these 

changes.
“Tina Hoxie 

(Dean of Student 
Affairs) developed 
a new vision to 
stronger connect 
r e c r u i t m e n t , 
admission and 
enrollment processes 
and financial aid 
under one umbrella,” 
Mullen Said. “I will 
be leading that group 
now.”
Mullen’s position 

does not have an official title or description yet, 
but he has already left Student Life to take on this 
new role and is looking forward to the challenges 
that his job will have to offer.

“I am really excited for a new opportunity, 
new challenge and a new role,” Mullen said.  “I 
have really great team members who are excited 
for this opportunity to rethink things.”

The realignment has come at a time when 
GRCC and other colleges in Michigan are seeing 
enrollment steadily drop.

Through this change, Mullen and the college 
hopes to better assist incoming GRCC students 
reach their higher education goals with more 
ease. In connecting admissions, enrollment, 
advising and financial aid, the school is hoping 
to give students a strong start to their education.

“That’s our ultimate gain,” Mullen said.  “I 
think the better we are on the front end of that 
whole experience, the more likely that’s going to 
be. The big picture is that if we organize ourselves 
in a much better way, we can improve student 
persistence and completion.”

Mullen described his leaving Student Life as 
bittersweet, stating that it is hard for him to leave 
something that he has loved doing.  He would 
like to continue a good rapport with all of the 
students at GRCC.

Vincent James has worked with the Student 
Life office as a member of Student Congress for the 
past three years; he has worked in close contact 
with Mullen, who advised the club up until it was 
disbanded last month.

“His leadership led Student Life in the right 
direction, and he will be missed,” said James.  “I 
believe he will excel in his new position. He is 
one of the hardest working people I know.”

According to Mullen, there is a national 
change around the accountability of higher 
education.  With a diverse student population like 
GRCC, new ideas have to be tested out to improve 
the learning experience.

“Were at a point right now that we have a 
very complex and ambitious strategic plan for 
the institution that really focused on student 
success,” Mullen said. “I think if we’re successful 
in implementing things, it’s going to make us 
stand out in terms of helping students and being 
a model for two-year institutions.”

Eric Mullen

By Lizz Vensas
News Editor

Courtesy of Manuel Diaz
Alyssa Contreras (left) poses with Hillery Haney 
(center right) and two others in Morocco.
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Do mask 
sales pick the 
president?

1980

The candidate whose 
Halloween mask sells best 
has won the election, so say 
some in the costume 
business.

Election year 
mask sales

1984

1988

1992

1996

2000

Won 
election

2004

Reagan60%
Carter40%
Reagan68%

32%

Bush62%
38%

Clinton41%
Bush39%

Clinton56%
Dole40%

Bush57%
Gore43%

Bush65%
Kerry35%

2008
Obama67%
McCain33%

2012*
Obama64%
Romney36%

The students of the Grand Rapids Community 
College make their case for their parties presidential 
candidate.  Ross L. Pike, the president of the College 
Democrats, and Kyle Brethauer, the president of 
College Republicans, duke it out in this Q & A.

What qualities does your candidate have to 
help GRCC students and our Community?

Brethauer: By lowering taxes, we will see more 
jobs desperately needed by our generation. These 
opportunities when seized upon give individuals a 
competitive edge in the market place in the future and 
can help students pay off their debt early.

Pike: President Obama has always stood for 
students and our community. He has been proposing 
bringing together community college and businesses 
to train two million Americans for good jobs that 
actually exist now and are waiting to be filled.

How will your candidate benefit the country?
Brethauer: Romney is a leader that can work 

across the aisle. This is an era marked by great 
political divides when we need to come together and 
find common ground.  His mobilizing ability will play 
out in international relations to help sway support to 
the suppressed peoples of the Middle East and the 
countries facing financial collapse in Western Europe.

Pike: President Obama is committed to this 
country and always will be.  Before President Obama 
took office, the economy was losing 800,000 jobs a 
month. Now, we have seen 31 consecutive months of 
job growth and 5.2 million new private sector jobs.

What is your candidate’s position on helping 
students with higher education?

Brethauer: Romney will help create jobs needed 
by students to help them pay off student loans and 
build a prosperous future.

Pike: President Obama has doubled funding for 
Pell Grants and has even created a college tax credit. 
Obama is not only committed to higher education but 
is doing everything he can to make it more accessible 
to Americans.

What is your candidate’s position on social 
issues?

Brethauer: This has not been a focus of the 
election, but I doubt you will see a repeal of Roe v. 
Wade or revision of openly gay soldiers being allowed 
to serve our country. Romney has always respected 
the rights of individuals who are lawful citizens in the 
United States.

Pike: President Obama has always stood up 
for women’s rights and is pro-choice. He is also the 
first sitting President to support  gay marriage. The 
President has been fighting for gay rights by  repealing 
“don’t ask, don’t tell.” He has also supported Planned 
Parenthood and its funding.

What is your candidate’s stance on health care?
Brethauer: Mitt passed private, market-based 

healthcare that was independent of government control 
and did not raise taxes. His current intentions are to 
repeal parts of the Patient Protection and Affordable 
Care Act and replace them with parts modeled after 
Massachusetts’ plan. With so many people struggling 
in today’s economy, they need to seriously consider 
both plans and if they can afford to pay higher taxes.

Pike: President Obama saw the passing of the 
Affordable Care Act now known as the Obamacare. 
Under Obamacare, children up to the age of 26 are 
now able to stay on their parents’ insurance. This 
shows with Obamacare–Obama does care.
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Political 
Smack 
Down

By Brenda Hagen
Staff Writer

5
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On Oct. 30th a bipartisan 
voter education forum sponsored 
by College Democrats and College 
Republicans will be held at Sneden 
Hall in room 108 starting at 5:30 
p.m. The goal of the forum is to 
raise awareness, on both political 
sides, about the propositions being 
voted on as well as other state and 
local races.

“Our goal is to not give as 
much attention to the presidential 
race,” said Ross L. Pike, event 
organizer and president of the 
College Democrats. “We want 
to focus on the senate race, 3rd 
Congressional District and other 
propositions.  There are six 
propositions statewide, as well as 
a few locally in Grand Rapids.”

Pike went on to say that he 
would like to see GRCC students 
become better informed by this 
forum.  He stressed the need for 
voters to know more about what 
will be on the ballot this Nov. 6.

This free event will begin with 
a half hour of mingling with food 
and drinks.  The forum will be 
open to the general public as well 
as students and the first 70 people 
to attend will receive a free parking 
pass for GRCC parking ramps

“The tentative speaking plan 

right now is to have an unaffiliated 
speaker welcome everyone,” Pike 
said. “We will have the highest 
level speakers first and then have 
representatives to talk about each 
of the propositions.”

The list of speakers is not yet 
finalized.

Across the hall from room 
108, an overflow room will be set 
up.  Representatives of the various 
campaigns and propositions will 
have tables set up with literature 
and be able to answer questions.

This year’s ballot will have six 
statewide propositions and two 
propositions for the city of Grand 
Rapids.

One significant state proposals 
includes prop 12-5. Proposal 
12-5 would set a new standard of 
requirements in order for the state 
of Michigan to impose new taxes 
or additional taxes on taxpayers; 
the proposal would require a 2/3 
majority vote in the State House 
and the State Senate or a statewide 
vote of the people at a November 
election.

One of the more publicized 
city proposals is proposal II 
concerning the decriminalization 
of marijuana, prohibiting city 
prosecution except for a civil 
infraction with a maximum fine of 
$100 and no incarceration.

By Lizz Vensas
News Editor

College political clubs host forum to 
inform students about propositions 
and local races

College political leaders 
lobby for their candidates
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When did you stop trick-or-treating, and why?

Ian Young
Age: 17

“I’m not treating this 
year, just tricking.”

Kailey Feguer
Age: 18

“I’m stopping this 
year because I’m in 

college.”

Chelsea Towns
Age: 21

“Sixth grade. My 
friends and I started 
doing other things 
outside of it. Plus, I 

got too old.”

Ryan Diepenhorst
Age: 19

“About five years 
ago I was too old 
and no one my 

age did it anymore. 
There is never 

really a way to stop 
though.”

Charlie Stathakis
Age: 18

“I just go to colleges 
and party.”

Texting has become common 
to millions of people, an everyday 
thing among college students.

With dating so prevalent in 
high school and college, texting 
is a way to have instant access or 
talk all day. It also seems to be an 
easy format to escape face-to-face 
interactions, as well as an easy 
tool to deal a break-up.

Can all this texting be good in 
a relationship?

You need to connect to a person. 
Too much can be misconstrued 
from communicating via text 
messaging.

“Texting can be useful,” 
said Pat Missad, GRCC academic 
adviser. “It has its time and place, 
but you need that face-to-face 
interaction.”

Many times I ran into 
the problem where I misread 
something and took it the wrong 
way. A phrase such as “I’m 
fine” can be read many ways. In 
person, you have the ability to 
read someone using their tone 
and body language. We sacrifice 
all this when we text because tone 
and body language says more than 
the actual words.

But texting too frequently can 
be complicated. Texting should 
never hinder you from seeing 
someone or be the main form of 
communication if at all possible. 
People are meant to be social 
creatures. That’s what draws us 
to social media and texting–we 
can all be connected throughout 
the world. Sadly there’s a loss of 
connection there; words become 
hollow and nothing more than 
text on a screen.

I need that excitement I get 
only when being around people, 
especially when it’s someone I 
love. To love someone means, in 
essence, that you love to be around 
them. 
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Dear Nicholas...

By Nicholas Herr
Relationship 
Columnist

If you love to be around an 
individual, then texting can’t 
replace that feeling, so if person 
ends a relationship by sending 
you a message, then I feel that 
shows a lack of care entirely.

“If you have to break-up 
with someone, do it in a public 
place,” Missad said, explaining 
that a discussion will be “less 
likely to turn into a scene and 
a fight.”

Texting is great for quick 
messaging, but less than ideal 
when discussing deep issues 
or having a fight. You might 
type something you otherwise 
normally wouldn’t if in 
person. And everything can be 
misread, which could cause 
unintentional fights. Aside 
from that, serious moments 
need to be in person.

The more you share 
together, the closer you’ll 
become, so to share moments 
and opportunities to grow 
using texting is just not the 
way to go. I believe we need to 
give space and not overwhelm 
people through constant text 
messages, so when you are 
together it’s much more special.

Also, it’s a way to keep 
tabs on people. Missad calls it 
a whole new form of stalking. 
Having that instant access to 
someone, some people want to 
know what’s going on all the 
time. I believe texting prevents 
people in a relationship from 
having time alone, contributing 
to damaged a relationship in 
the long run.

I can’t think of one time 
where a single text made 
me feel anywhere as good 
as being with that person. It 
is convenient, but trying to 
handle issues through texts can 
lead to much worse. Being with 
a person you love and actually 
spending time with them is 
why we’re here.

So take a break from texting 
and spend those moments with 
that person. It’s the moments 
in our lives and who we spend 
them with that makes us who 
we are.

Election 2012 is upon us. For 
some Grand Rapids Community 
College students, this is another 
presidential vote, but for others, this 
is the first.

Many students feel overwhelmed 
at the thought of a vote that involves 
so many important issues and 
therefore have chosen not to vote. 
Others may just feel their votes aren’t 
important or that the government is 
too corrupt for them to vote.

The problem with these ideas is 
that no matter how someone feels 
about the candidates, they will be 
affected by who wins.

People are always quick to 
complain about the government 
and what it’s doing, but it makes no 
sense to complain after they choose 
to forgo the right to have a say in how 
the government is run. By deciding 
not to vote, you decide to give up 
your own right as a citizen and place 
those important decisions about your 
own life in other people’s hands.

Some people will gladly vote 
for their favorite ArtPrize pieces or 
American Idol contestants but will 
not take the time to vote for the 
president of the United States.

It is a valid concern that people 
may not feel informed enough to 
make a good decision, but to change 
that only takes some research.

Of course, it’s important to get 
news from multiple sources because 
there are a lot of biased blogs and 
websites, but there are websites 
dedicated to being as objective as 
possible, factcheck.org being one of 
them. 

It is difficult to have a completely 
firm grasp on every single issue facing 
our nation, but most people know 
something about the candidates 
running, and that is enough to be 
able to show someone support.

Unlike many people of the world, 
we are fortunate to live in a country 
where we have the right to vote, and 
we should practice that right that 
people fought and died for.

It’s important for people to take 
responsibility as American citizens 
and vote for their leadership. Waiting 
in line to vote may not be as exciting 
as waiting in line for ice cream, but 
it’s an important civic duty that 
should be upheld by the citizens.

Really, if people have the right 
to determine who leads this country  
and which laws they have to abide 
by, why would anyone not take 
advantage of that?

Texting is 
Complicated

Americans should 
practice right to vote



Get a room… or shall I say a 
hallway?

Whether you are at school, in 
a mall, or at a restaurant, the sight 
of people making out with their 
boyfriends or girlfriends is not 
pleasant, and that image doesn’t 
magically disappear from our 
minds.

These public places are family 
oriented. They aren’t private, so 
those people are making others 
around them very uncomfortable. 
It is also inappropriate, 

unprofessional and obnoxious.
I recently walked out of my 

psychology class and BAM! Right 
there in front of me was a guy 
and a girl making out with each 
other. The only ones who weren’t 
offended by that situation were 
the ones involved.

Hand holding, putting an arm 
around your significant other and 
a quick peck on the cheek or even 
the lips is totally OK for the public 
to see. But if tonsil hockey begins, 
we have a problem.

Let’s just say some things are 
better off left in the bedroom.

In my opinion, the only people 
who have the right to exhibit 
public displays of affection are the 
elderly, and for two reasons: 1) 
Old people are super cute, and 2) 
They might have forgotten where 
they are.

So here are my three options 
for people who enjoy the 
excitement of public romance: 
1) If you’re in the mood to play 
tonsil hockey, find a closet or a 

secret place,preferably with a door 
that locks. 2) If you want to get 
frisky in public, be prepared to get 
embarrassed when confronted by 
other observers. 3) You could just 
not do it at all.

Now, here is some advice for 
people who are trying to break 
their PDA habit.

The next time you go out in 
public you could go with a group 
of people instead of just the two of 
you, or you could always picture 
your parents right there with you, 
and then you would hopefully 
realize that if your parents don’t 
like watching you make out with 
your significant other, neither 
would the public.

So on behalf of all the other 
onlookers who are shy about 
speaking out on where they stand 
with this issue, I will gladly speak 
for them.

Be courteous about how you 
handle your feelings or sexual 
urges. You never know who’s 
watching.
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Letters to the Editor

Welcome to your local Halloween shop, a place 
where you are able to not only pick up your child’s 
Iron Man suit, but also a new outfit for your sex 
doll, like the sexy “Ivanna Nibble” vampire costume, 
which comes with the warning label, “For adult use 
only.”

The first thing I see as I enter my local Halloween 
shop is a life-sized photograph of a woman in a 
rainbow mini skirt, a low-cut blue halter top with 
big red buttons and four inch red pumps. She isn’t 
wearing any face paint or a red nose like her male 
counterpart in the photo, yet I know this is my female 
option for a clown costume. However, I doubt I would 
have made the connection that she is supposed to be 
a clown if there hadn’t been a man dressed in an 
actual clown costume in the photo with her. 

I remember going to parties when it has been 
hard to discern what the majority of the people were 
dressed as with such little fabric to give the proper 
cues. As I go down the aisles and see such options 
as “racy referee” and “perky plumber,” I wonder, if 
you’re not actually going as a prostitute, should you 
really be dressed as a prostitute?

I am thankful for the women who came before 
me and have made my life easier. I understand 
women have fought tirelessly for our freedoms and 
believe women should be able to express ourselves in 
any way we please. I just ask myself if the majority 
of women I see every Halloween really dress like 
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Are you going as skanky this Halloween?
By Natalie Hillmann
Staff Writer 

I am a former Student Congress member. I quit it 
last year after all the drama of the elections. I thought 
something like this was going to happen as I watched 
Jeffrey Noel and how he acted during elections. 

Jeffrey Noel is way too political for Student 
Congress. He doesn’t know when to stop thinking 
politically and think about the students and their 
needs. Student Congress is about the students and 
what is right for the students, not what is right 
politically for the students. 

I remember when it was club day, we put out a 
poster for students to write down what they thought 
was needed to be changed on campus. 

A lot of them put better parking and better 
security on campus like security cameras. These are 
the needs of the students, not the political but the 

Nice paper. very informative with only a few 
formatting issues. 

In regards to the opinion article “GRCC 
supports breastfeeding moms” by Elyse Wild: No 
you don’t! I was told, when nursing, yes, we have 
a nursing room but it’s in the science building. 

Leave a comment on an article at
 www.thecollegiatelive.com 

 Tell us your 
story!

Lyric Morgan
Staff Writer

this for themselves? Maybe, but which culture seems 
more patriarchal? One where women are pressured 
by society to cover their bodies, or one where they 
are pressured by society to reveal their bodies? 

As a woman, especially those of us in college, 
there is an expectation that whatever we choose to 
dress up as will be hyphenated with the adjective 
‘slutty’ in front of it. It seems that as soon as we are 
too old to trick-or-treat, the role of Halloween for 
women shifts to sexual fantasy.

There were virtually no scary costumes in the 
adult section. What resonates about Halloween with 
adults who continue to dress up is the ability to express 
an idea. Those who use the holiday as an opportunity 
to scare are in the minority. The only costumes that 
wouldn’t give you risk of catching pneumonia went 
to the other extreme and were completely covered. 
The covered options advertised for women were a 
penguin costume and a baby costume. Apparently a 
slutty baby still crosses a line here in West Michigan. 

Of course our Halloween shop is not alone in the 
costume world. Costume shops all over the country 
provide these options for women and little else. If 
Halloween is about freedom of expression, then 
shouldn’t we have more options? A holiday that calls 
for a night free of social judgment shouldn’t have 
expectations. If women aren’t dressing this way out 
of expectation, then may I ask, if Halloween is your 
one night to freely express anything you wish about 
yourself or society without judgment, is saying “I 
could be promiscuous if wanted to be” really what 
you want to say?

PDA: Who’s watching you?

Courtesy of MCT Campus
Do you want to dress up this Halloween as a 
half-dinosaur, saber toothed Faye Dunaway?

Student Congress 
disbandment a good idea

Send an email to 
collegiate@grcc.edu

real needs. I think after elections started last year, 
some of the executive board lost sight of what is 
more important for the students. I think with Student 
Congress disbanding, it will be for the better. Student 
Congress is suppose to be a role model for the students 
and the voice of the students, not the politicians for 
the students. We have enough politicians in the US 
government. We don’t need them in our student 
government. These are my thoughts on Student 
Congress’ disbandment. –Samantha See

Across campus. The only suggestion I was given for 
pumping while in the Main Building was to go to 
the bathroom on the level with the food court, as it 
has a shelf to put my stuff on. I resorted to pumping 
in the bathroom, on the floor, which was gross to 
say the least of the experience. 

At the very minimum, I would like to see a 
lactation room in every building on campus! As 
a community college, I think it is important to 
encourage and support moms with breastfeeding. 
I nursed eight children and found pumping a 
frustrating experience at GRCC. 

I can’t imagine how discouraging it is to a new 
mom with little pumping experience. It’s enough to 
make you quit and go to a formula exclusively. Is 
that what GRCC wants to be known for? –Rebbeca 
Hare 

Editor’s note: Mothers in need of a lactation 
room can call the Heath Sciences Resource Lab at  

(616) 234-4320

GRCC should consider 
breastfeeding mothers
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Each year around Halloween, millions of people 
decide to bring fear upon themselves. This fear is 
created by people like James Burns.

At the age of eleven, Burns knew that he wanted 
to bring fear and enjoyment to people’s lives, and he 
is now accomplishing that dream by organizing the 
haunted house known as “The Haunt.”

Since opening in 2001, “The Haunt” works all 
year to deliver the best experience possible and 
has grown to be one of the best scares in Michigan. 
Upon stepping inside, one can hear the screams of 
frightened teens. The waiting area consists of ghouls 
walking among the crowd, and if you wait long 
enough, you’ll be treated to a dance of the dead. 
There is never a dull moment.

“We get inside your head and you create your 
own fear,” said Burns. “We never give your mind a 
chance to adjust.”

“The Haunt” gives multiple options this year, 
with the addition of Monster Paintball. If the main 
attraction isn’t enough, you can go into the Dark 

Maze to get lost with a chainsaw wielding baddie, or 
go into Terror Town 3D with the clowns.

“This job is never boring. We work year round,” 
said Burns. He’s already started work for 2013.

 Each room holds a new terror with attention 
to detail, from dangling rusted chains to bloody 
operation tables. Some people might be afraid of 
hospitals, others a forest and others the idea of being 
lost. Each room poses a unique threat, and there are a 
lot of rooms.

“The biggest challenge is figuring out what’s good 
enough, because we’re creators; we’re artists,” Burns 
said.

“The Haunt” even has people working behind the 
scenes to deliver the best scares. Using cameras, an 
employee can watch for people to walk into a target 
zone to activate a loud noise or any other terror they 
want to create.

With each new year, “The Haunt” gains many 
new fans, and there are many who just keep coming 
back. “Our goal is to continually reinvent ourselves,” 
Burns said.

Fear sells, and “The Haunt” capitalizes on this by 
delivering what thrill seekers want most.

“The goal primarily is to scare you, but if we can’t 
do that, we’re going to entertain you, and we do that 
better than anybody in the area,” Burns said.

Line a baking sheet with wax 
paper and stick straws into the 
center of the marshmallows, and 
fill a bowl with the sprinkles. Next, 
melt the chocolate chips in a small 
microwave-safe bowl according the 
directions on the package. Now 
STIR! Some of the morsels will keep 
their shape, and it is up to you to 
whip them into a liquidy warm 
goodness. Add the oil while you’re 

It’s fall 2012 and the zombie 
craze is alive and well. With a drug 
store makeup kit and a little time, 
anyone can create what will surely 
be this Halloween’s costume of 
choice.

The key to good zombie makeup 
is to mix the colors.

For a sickly pallor, mix a dash of 
black cream makeup with a larger 
portion of white cream makeup, and 
apply all over your face and down 
your neck.

For bruises, start with a base of 
purple, and then blend yellow on 
top. This also works when applied 
in circles under the eyes to achieve a 

Chill the coconut milk in your 
fridge overnight, then remove it and 
turn the can over, opening it from the 

 w25 Large Marshmallows
 w1 cup chocolate chips
 w1/2 cup candy sprinkles
 w1 teaspoon vegetable oil
 w25 sip stick straws
 wwax paper

 w2 cans of full-fat 
coconut milk
 w8 oz. unsweetened 
pumpkin puree
 w1/4 teaspoon pumpkin 
pie spice
 w2-3 drops of vanilla 
stevia drops
 wpinch of sea salt

sunken look.
For bites, use the same 

technique while adding red into the 
mix. Smear a liberal amount of red 
and purple around your mouth—
you are constantly munching on 
human flesh, after all.

Finally, cut a slit in a packet 
of fake blood and slide across 
your face while squeezing slightly, 
letting the blood drip elegantly 
and eerily.

Now drag your feet, add a 
hunger fueled moan and you are 
ready to join the rest of the walking 
dead this Halloween!

Halloween dipped 
marshmallow Treats

stirring to keep it fluid. Now, dip 
the marshmallows halfway into 
the melted chocolate, shake off the 
excess, and then roll in the bowl 
of spinkles. Place your new treats 
on the wax paper and let sit for 
30 minutes before eating, or just 
devour the whole hot mess right 
away!

Halloween 
DIY

bottom. Drain the excess coconut 
milk (Save it! This is amazing in 
smoothies.) Put the solid cream 
from the can in a mixing bowl 
and whip it (whip it good!) until 
it starts to firm up. Add the rest 
of the ingredients and continue to 
whip until you have the tell tale 
soft, fluffy consistency of whipped 
cream. This can be used to top hot 
chocolate, for dipping fruit, filling 
vegan deserts, or for just licking 
off the spoon!

Vegan Pumpkin whipped cream

Where: 2070 Waldorf St. NW in Grand 
Rapids
When: 6:30-9 p.m., Oct. 25
6:30-11 p.m., Oct. 26-27
6:30-9 p.m., Oct. 28-31
General Admission: $15
The Haunt/Dark Maze Combo: $15
Zombie Combo: $26
Monster Combo: $30
Monster Paintball: $5

The Haunt
Where: 3460 Plainfield Ave. NE in 
Grand Rapids
When: 6:30-9:30p.m., Oct. 24-25
6:30-11:30p.m., Oct. 26-27
6:30-9:30p.m., Oct. 28-31
General Admission: $15
Fast Pass: $20
Combo: $18

Where: 3142 4 Mile Rd. NE in Grand 
Rapids
Grand Rapids, MI 49525
When: Hayride runs 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Saturdays, 12-5p.m. Sundays
$6 adults, $4 kids
Corn Maze open daily
$6

Where: John Ball Zoo at 1300 W. Fulton 
St. in Grand Rapids
When: 10 a.m.-3p.m., Oct. 27
12-4p.m., Oct. 28
Admission: $7

Nights of fear Robinettes hayride & 
corn maze

Zoo goes boo!
Where: Cantina Mexican Grill at 2770 
East Paris Ave. SE in Grand Rapids
When: 8p.m., Oct. 26
Admission: $5

3rd annual costume party

Where: San Chez Bistro at 38 W. Fulton 
Ave. in Grand Rapids
When: 6:30 p.m., Oct. 31
Admission: $59, includes meal and gratuity

Fiercely fabulous night of 
illusions: halloween style

Local

 events

Miranda Haddix/Photo Editor

By Nicholas Herr
Staff Writer

By Elyse Wild
Feature Editor

Super-easy zombie costume

A Grand Rapids Haunting

The Haunt: Tears, Fears and a 
Load of Fun

Elyse Wild/Feature Editor

thecollegiatelive.com
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Jeff Henderson is coming to 
Grand Rapids Community College 
next month to tell the story of how 
he transitioned from a life of crime 
to becoming a nationally known, 
award-winning chef.

“It’s an amazing story, and 
it’s amazing for students to hear 
this story from somebody in 
our industry that is overcoming 
adversity,” said Dan Gendler, head 
of the culinary program.

Henderson is scheduled to 
speak in The Pietro and Regina 
Amphitheater from 12 p.m. to 2 
p.m. on Nov. 8.

Henderson grew up in a 
troubled single-parent home in 
the inner city of Los Angeles. His 
mother worked as a welder to 
support her family. Growing up in 
a rough neighborhood, Henderson 
witnessed crime at a young age. By 
age 19, Henderson was running a 
drug operation making between 
$30,000 and $35,000 per week. At 
age 24, Henderson was arrested. 
He spent about 10 years in federal 
prison.

In prison, Henderson realized 

Nationally renowned Chef Jeff 
Henderson comes to GRCC
By Madeline McMahon
A&E Editor

that getting arrested saved him 
from his own life. Henderson 
took advantage of the educational 
opportunities that were offered. 
He took reading and literacy, 
vocational school and job training 
classes, but Henderson found 
his passion for cooking while he 
was on kitchen duty. Once out of 
prison, Henderson’s life changed.

An African American man 
with a criminal record, Henderson 
had to overcome many challenges. 
With dedication, attitude and 
persistence, he started working 
at Gadsby’s, L’Escale, The Dining 

Identity cannot be separated from poetry.  When 
a poem is created, a bit of the author is drafted into 
the writing.

Carmen Bugan, a graduate of Grand Rapids 
Community College, the University of Michigan and 
the University of Oxford, captures both her childhood 
in Romania and her life in Grand Rapids in her poetry.  
She returned to GRCC on Sept. 20 to talk about 
her childhood under totalitarianism, her family’s 
banishment from the country and her discovery of 
poetry at GRCC.

Her family came to Grand Rapids after her father’s 
imprisonment then banishment.  He was imprisoned 
for spreading pro-democracy pamphlets, written on 
a typewriter that he buried each night to evade the 
police.  It was  this act that inspired Carmen Bugan’s 
memoir, “Burying the Typewriter.”

She wrote the book in the voice of a five-year-
old, wanting the perspective of a child.  She wanted 
to show what it is like to grow up in a totalitarian 
regime in which she did not understand her parents’ 
actions or the political context.

“Children can feel more, even though they 
understand less,” Bugan said.

It was her family’s relocation in Grand Rapids 
that began Bugan’s immersion into poetry.  Taught 
by David Cope, GRCC Professor and Poet Lauriate of 
Grand Rapids, Bugan wrote her first poems.

Bugan decided to write all of her literary work in 
English.  After the horrors she endured in Romania, 
she was ready to forget her past.

“In this way I banished Romania and the 
language from my life,” Bugan said. Yet, she did not 

Carmen Bugan Returns to GRCC

Room at the Ritz Carlton Hotel 
in Marina Del Rey, Zing and The 
Good Bar.

In 2000, Henderson made 
history in Las Vegas. He was the 
first African American named a 
Chef de Cuisine at Caesars Palace 
and later promoted executive chef. 
The 2001 American Food and 
Wine Tasting Federation named 
Henderson as the “Las Vegas 
Chef of the Year.” A mentor and 
motivator, Henderson provides a 
voice of change and inspiration for 
youths and adults.

forget.  While trying to omit her native language, all 
she could write about was her memories in Romania.  
Even later, at Oxford, while telling her husband how 
Romania is a polluted country, she found herself 
singing Romanian ballads to her pregnant belly.  
When her son was born, she recited the prayers of 
her grandmother to him.

Through all of the suffering, she still had very 
blessed memories of her childhood country.  On the 
farm with her grandmother, she was with her family 
and they were happy.  Her childhood is a part of who 
she has become and what she has accomplished.

“Everything that is sacred to me, everything that 
connects me to God, everything that gives meaning in 
my life goes back to Romania,” she said.

It took both places in the world to bring her 

poetry together.  It is a stark contrast in lifestyle, but 
her experiences are what make her poems special.

Bugan is a winner of the prestigious Bakeless 
Prize, and her work has been published in Harvard 
Review, Modern Poetry in Translation, PN Review 
and The Times Literary Supplement.

Her childhood gave her memories; her education 
in Grand Rapids gave her a voice.

“The writing puts order in your life, and then your 
life makes you write,” Bugan said. “The happiness in 
the last 20 years, the gratefulness that we felt, that I 
feel, towards the English language. I have come into 
identity, as a free human being, and I succeeded.  
This order, this good life that we’ve had here, has 
helped me order the material in my writing.”

Susan Lockwood/Collegiate Staff
Grand Rapids Community College graduate and internationaly known poet Carmen Bugan visted 
campus last month.

By Susan Lockwood
Staff Writer

thecollegiatelive.com
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Persona and poetry: A 
discussion with acclaimed 
poet and GRCC graduate 
Carmen Bugan

Courtesy Photo
Chef Jeff  Henderson
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It’s been a sweet 16 
years since “Please Kill 
Me,” the uncensored 
oral history book of 
punk, was published 
by Grove Press and 
compiled by Legs 
McNeil and Gillian 
McCain.

That’s enough time 
for a fresh generation of 
sniveling young brats 
to worm their way onto 
the one horse scene 
expecting the world to 
be gift-wrapped to their 
likings. These teenagers 
will become painfully 

aware of their useless existence when they discover a 
ransacked room and an over-turned box of chocolates.

Only tell-tale crumbs will hint at the glorious 
party of all parties that has now been thoroughly 
extinguished. With any luck, these up-and-comers 
will feel so cheated that they will rebel, spit in the face 
of their oppressing parental figures and find a spiked 
pleather bracelet from Hot Topic that will mimic the 
deepening vacuum of their corporate suburban angst.

Alas!  There used to be a time when the natural 
reaction would be to grab up a rock ‘n roll album from 
your local record store, but even this ersatz, tactile 
selection from the mall is approximated with Malcolm 

SHOW STOP
Upcoming concerts and events

By Josh “Bunny” Villaire 
Columnist

Mclaren from the early ‘70s when he sold identities 
to fans of his bright and dewy band, the Sex Pistols. 
Time is a thing of resonance, and it is important in 
our fastly accelerating new age to engage time and 
learn our place in it before our technological savvy 
swallows our humanity whole leaving no prisoners 
in its wake.

Burning wax with rockers and artists who were 
there during the birth of punk, Legs and Gillian 
chronicle the great sun-glassed charlatans of the ‘60s 
and ‘70s starting with Andy Warhol’s New York reign 
to punk’s last gasp as ‘80s art rock.

“Please Kill Me” uses actual quotes from Iggy 
Pop, Lou Reed, Nico, David Johansen, DeeDee 
Ramone, Richard Hell and scores of other famous and 
infamous punk figures to weave a nicotine-stained 
tale of the rise and fall of one of the most honest and 
explosive eras in history that we now only regard as 
a vapid fashion statement.

Sex, death and transvestism are probed with 
the bright scalpel of autopsy concerning the death 
of legends Stiv Bators and Johnny Thunders.  
Individualist martyrs such as these gents splatter the 
pages with blood and still glisten fresh like yesterday’s 
heartbreak.

To read “Please Kill Me” is to breathe the acrid 
oxygen of the dead, and by taking part in that 
necromantic romance of rebirth, we energize our 
own barren and depleted landscape of the arts.

Essential punk history book is still killin’ em

To musically captivate an audience is one 
thing. To make that audience understand the level 
of complexity in the music performed?  Nearly 
impossible.

Classical music has so many layers of complexity.  
There are countless details with style, with 
arrangement, with tone yet the final product seems 
effortless. Vladimir Gorbach, classical guitarist, has 
proven this difficulty to audiences, and his name is 
known internationally because of it.

He will be performing at Grand Rapids Community 
College at 7:30 p.m. on Nov. 8 in the Recital Hall of 
the GRCC Music Center, Room 200.

Gorbach was born in 1981 in Novosibirsk, Russia.  
Under the tutelage of Professor Yuri Kuzin, Gorbach 
began playing guitar at an early age at the State 
Music School in Novosibirsk.  His studies continued 
with Arkady Burkanov at the Glinka Conservitorium.  
From there, Gorbach studied at the Hochschule für 
Musik und Tanz in Cologne, Germany.

His international success began when he was 
accepted into the Yehudi Menuhin Foundation “Live 
Music Now” outreach program. He then proceeded 
to win 10 international guitar competitions all across 
Europe.

Gorbach has performed as a soloist and in 
chamber ensemble with the Orchestra de Aveiro, 
the Orchestra de Las Beiras, the Russian Academic 
Chamber Orchestra Musica Viva, Junge Philharmonie 
Köln and the Symphony Orchestra of New Russia 
since the completion of his education.

He has appeared at the Moscow Philharmonic 
Concert Series, the Koblenz International Guitar 
Festival in Germany, the Guitar Art Festival Belgrade 
in Serbia, the Vienna Guitar Forum in Austria,  Nantes 

Summer Guitar Academy in France, Vondelpark 
Festival in The Netherlands and Sydney Crows Nest 
Concert Cycle in Australia.  His mastery of classical 
intricacies, every unique detail woven into every 
piece, has captivated audiences all over the world.

Gorbach has recorded a CD with Naxos, the 
world’s largest classical label.  He is the 2011 Guitar 
Foundation of America winner, and he is a member 
of Duo Cologne.  Fellow member, Goran Krivokapic, 

is the 2004 Guitar Foundation of America winner.
His current tour is comprised of concerts in more 

than 50 cities.  As part of the tour, Gorbach will make 
his Carnegie Hall debut in February.

His style, a gentle attack at each note, makes 
listeners feel as though they are floating through the 
music.  His audience is not made up of just listeners;  
they are participants.

By Susan Lockwood
Staff Writer

Vladimir Gorbach to perform at GRCC

Vladimir Gorbach is set to perform at Grand Rapids Community College at 7:30 p.m. on November 8
Courtesy Photo

thecollegiatelive.com

Courtesy Photo
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Conspirator & Boombox
@The Intersection
$20
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Roster McCabe
@Founders
FREE

11-15 9:30 p.m.

G. Love & Special Sauce
@Pyramid Scheme $25

11-4 7:30 p.m.
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Libra Scorpio
Sept. 23-Oct. 22

Stand firm for what 
you know is right.

Oct. 23-Nov.21
Continue to question 
long-held plans and 

find what’s needed at 
home.

Sagittarius

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
Work may interfere 
with play, or vice 
versa. See how to 
combine the two.

Capricorn

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
Your limits are being 
tested, but you can 
handle everything 

coming at you.

Aquarius

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
Don’t give up. There’s 
more to it than meets 

the eye.

Pisces
Feb. 19-March 20
Don’t get stuck in 
an upset ... there’s 

no cheese down that 
tunnel.

Aries

March 21-April 19
Your work is inspired. 

Dream big and 
reinvent your goals.

Taurus

April 20-May 20
A formidable barrier 
lies ahead. Proceed 

with caution.

Gemini
May 21-June 20

Take advantage of 
a rare opportunity. 
Independent study 

profits.

Cancer

June 21-July 22
Boost your 

relationship with 
playfulness. 

Leo

July 23-Aug. 22
Reduce the chance of 
error by decreasing 

distractions.

Virgo

Aug. 23-Sept. 22
Continue to decrease 

stress by crossing 
stuff off your 

personal to-do list.

Find answers at 
thecollegiatelive.com

1 “__ Dad”
6 “Say __ to the Dress”
9 “Hearts __”; John Ritter/
Markie Post sitcom
10 “Get __”; Don Adams 
series
12 “A Streetcar __ Desire”
13 Rhythm & blues singer 
Robinson
14 Sphere; globe
15 “Extremely __ & Incred-
ibly Close”; Tom Hanks 
movie
16 “__ the loneliest num-
ber...”; start of a Three Dog 
Night song
19 Historical periods
23 Folksinger Joan __
24 Do’s followers in a musi-
cal scale

25 “The __ on the River 
Kwai”
28 Mike Connors crime 
series
30 “O Brother, Where Art 
__?”; George Clooney movie
31 “Two and a __ Men”
32 Anna May __; first Chi-
nese American movie star
33 Setting for “M*A*S*H”
34 Walk, trot, canter or gal-
lop
36 Flavor enhancer, for short
39 “__, no foul”; peaceable 
attitude
42 Hit hard
44 In the know
45 Hayes or Hunt
46 Role on “How I Met Your 
Mother”
47 Cairo’s nation

1 __’ War; thoroughbred 
champ
2 In the distance
3 Dad on “19 Kids and 
Counting”
4 Miner’s discovery
5 “The __ Skelton Hour”
6 Long-haired ox of Tibet
7 Prior to
8 Pigpen
10 University in Dallas, for 
short
11 Ed O’Neill/Sofía Vergara 
sitcom
13 Distress letters
15 Wife to Todd, Fisher, 
Burton, et al.
17 Carping spouse
18 Special-order shoe width
20 “The __ & Stimpy Show”
21 “What Kind of Fool __?”

22 “The __ Million Dollar 
Man”; Lee Majors series
25 Monogram for Tuskegee 
University leader Washing-
ton
26 Fraternity letter
27 Charged atom
28 Spoil
29 Frothy drink
31 “Cat on a __ Tin Roof”
33 Delaney or Kardashian
35 “Car 54, Where __ You?”
37 “__ by Step”; series for 
Patrick Duffy and Suzanne 
Somers
38 Man, for short
39 __ King Cole
40 Have debts
41 __ a ball; enjoyed oneself
42 “Murder, __ Wrote”
43 Oldest sister in “Little 
Women”
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Earn your bachelor’s degree 
from Ferris State University 
right here at GRCC! 
Our students choose Ferris for different reasons, 

but the desire for a quality education at an affordable 

price is something they all share. Come to the 

Ferris open house and talk to our friendly advisors 

and admissions staff. Learn how your Grand Rapids 

Community College credits transfer to a bachelor’s 

degree. See why Ferris is a top choice for adult and 

transfer students in Michigan. 

 FREE T-shirts!
Refreshments! 
Giveaways! 
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Jennifer Klutts was hired as the 
new Assistant Athletic Director of 
Grand Rapids Community College.

Klutts received 
a Bachelor’s 
Degree in Physical 
Education from 
M u s k i n g u m 
University in 
Ohio, where she 
played softball 
as a pitcher for 
four years. She 
then received her 
Master’s Degree in 

Biomedical Science from Grand Valley 
State University.

Klutts has been a part of the GRCC 
faculty since 2007. In addition to her 
new position, Klutts also serves as 
a tutor and instructor in the biology 

New assistant athletic director
department. She also spends time 
coaching the pitchers on the GRCC 
softball team as well as coaching a high 
school softball team.

She says she doesn’t have much 
free time with everything she does.

“I don’t get a lot of sleep,” Klutts 
said. “I practically live at GRCC.”

With all the different jobs Klutts 
has, she has no preference on which is 
better.

“I love them all. I love what I do,” 
said Klutts.

Klutts is excited about her first year 
as Assistant Athletic Director.

“I’m still learning how to manage 
being the Assistant Athletic Director, but 
I haven’t experienced any challenges 
yet,” Klutts said. “I’ve been working 
with the students here already, so it 
was just a perfect fit for me.”

In her new role, Klutts wants 
to remind student athletes of their 

Tigers advance to World Series

complete academic and athletic 
responsibilities.

“I want to help produce solid 
student athletes,” Klutts said. “They are 
students first, and my goal is to help 
them understand that.  It’s great that 
I get to be around the athletes all the 
time. Some of them don’t know who I 
am, but they will.”

Klutts also wants to lead the 
student athletes in their journey by her 
own actions.

“I serve as a role model for them,” 
Klutts said. “I’m a resource for them 
when they need me, and I showed them 
that you can be a great student as well 
as a great athlete at the same time.”

After being a part of the school for 
a few years now, Klutts has no plans to 
leave GRCC.

“I love the atmosphere, I love the 
school and I love the staff here. I’m a 
Raider for life,” Klutts said.

By Greg Wickliffe
Staff Writer

By Dana Finkler
Sports Editor

thecollegiatelive.com

Softball player has high hopes for future

For Kayla Goodwin being a college 
softball player has been a dream 14 
years in the making.

Goodwin, a 19-year-old Grand 
Rapids Community College sophomore 
from Allen Park, is a pitcher on the 
Raiders softball team and has been 
playing since she was five years old.  
Goodwin started out as a third baseman 
and eventually made her way to the 
pitcher’s mound.

“I was not in love with third. I just 
played it because my arm was strong, 
so my dad took me to a pitching clinic 
at Wayne State and I loved it,” Goodwin 
said.

In middle and high school Goodwin 
would go to weekly lessons to improve 
her throwing strength.

“Now I throw all year round. If I 
didn’t, it would be hard to do good in 

season,” Goodwin said.
Goodwin comes from a family full 

of athletic ability.
“My sister cheered, my dad 

coaches baseball and my uncle Mickey 

By Lyric Morgan
Staff Writer

was a professional boxer. My mom 
coached competitive cheer in Allen 
Park–who won their first school state 
championship–and now coaches at 
Michigan State University,” Goodwin 
said.

The hardest thing that Goodwin 
has had to face is being away from her 
family.

“I had a hard time being away 
and adjusting, so it made me not love 
softball like I used to,” Goodwin said. 
“I didn’t realize how much time and 
work I had to put into it, so I decided 
I wasn’t going to play after last season, 
but it’s what I love and I hated not 
playing. The goods outweigh the bad, 
and being away from family has made 
me a more independent and strong 
person.”

With the team and her family, 
Goodwin has many people to look up to 
for support and advice, but Goodwin’s 
idol is Amanda Chidester, a graduate of 

Jennifer Klutts

Courtesy Photo
Sophomore Kayla Godwin dives for 
a catch during a fall ball game.

The Detroit 
Tigers swept 
the New York 
Yankees in the 
post season for 
the first time 
in 32 years to 
advance to the 
World Series.

The addition 
of Prince Fielder 
this off-season 

and the Triple Crown bat of Miguel 
Cabrera created one of the most feared 
line-ups in baseball. Oh, and they have 
a guy by the name of Justin Verlander, 
arguably the best pitcher in baseball 
to top off the rotation. Even the trade 
deadline deal to get Omar Infante and 
Anibal Sanchez was key to the success 
of the Tigers this season.

The Tigers had to battle with  
conference rival Chicago White Sox to 
make it to the post-season and won a 
remarkable series against the Oakland 
Athletics to advance to the ALCS to face 
the Yankees. 

The starting rotation and bullpen 
for the Tigers allowed only two 
earned runs in the American League 
Championship Series against the 

Yankees. Delmon Young and former 
West Michigan Whitecap Avisail 
Garcia provided clutch RBI’s in crucial 
moments to help the Tigers advance.

At presstime, the Tigers were  
awaiting the winner of the National 
League Championship Series between 
the San Francisco Giants and St. Louis 
Cardinals. I hope the Tigers face the 

Giants; I feel it is a better matchup. But 
the opportunity to face the Cardinals to  
exact revenge from the World Series in 
2006 would be poetic justice.

It has been an incredible year for 
the Tigers. They have been tested all 
season long and continue to win.

I predict a World Series 
Championship for the Tigers.

the University of Michigan.
“She made it out of our small 

city and now plays on the USA team 
which is a very big accomplishment 
for anyone coming from Allen Park,” 
Goodwin said.

“Advice I would give to Kayla would 
be to have fun. Love every second of 
being on that field representing your 
school. If things don’t go your way, 
don’t dwell on it. Put it in the past and 
move forward with a positive attitude 
believing you will get it the next time. 
Play every day like it’s your last,” 
Chidester said.

Goodwin would love to go on and 
play softball in the future. Her dream 
would be to play softball at Oakland 
University.

“I would like it if this year could 
be her break out year for her to be 
dominate on the mound,” Coach Paula 
Maloley said.



Sports
The Collegiate16 October 22, 2012

Spike This!
The Raiders are 
ranked No. 3 in the 
NJCAA rankings and 
have lost only one 
game this season.

By Dana Finkler
Sports Editor

thecollegiatelive.com

The Raiders have dominated the 
competition this season; they are currently 
ranked No. 3 in the National Junior College 
Athletic Association (NJCAA) Division II 
rankings and have lost only one match.

The Raiders secured their third 

By Kyle Bateson
Staff Writer 

consecutive Michigan Community College 
Athlete Association (MCCAA) conference 
championship, the fourth in five years under 
Head Coach Chip Will. The Raiders defeated 
Jackson CC in  three straight sets on Oct. 16. 
GRCC is 13-1 all-time versus Jackson CC under 
Will’s leadership.

Sophomore setter Kaitlyn Wolters said, “It’s 
an indescribable feeling to win two years in a 
row.”

Will is entering his sixth season as the 
Raiders head coach, and this has been his most 
successful year at Grand Rapids Community 
College.

“This year has been remarkable,” Will said. 
“These women have put in the hard work and 
they are just amazing people on and off the 
court.”

After losing in the quarterfinals of the 
national tournament last season to Oakland 
Community College, Will and the Raiders have 
been working hard all season to get to this point. 
Will has yet to reach a national championship 
while at GRCC but is very confident in this 
year’s team.

“Our goal is to win a national 
championship,. It is every year, and I think we 
are heading in the right direction to accomplish 
it,” Will said.

This season has been one for the record 
books for the Raiders. They are 12-0 in 
conference play, 23-0 overall dating back to 
Sept. 22, 2011 of last season. They also hold a 
perfect 21-0 in sets for conference play at home. 

The Raiders have won 20 consecutive matches
The only loss of the season came to No. 

2 ranked Glendale (AZ). The Raiders are 7-1 
against ranked teams this season. 

During the winning streak, the Raiders 
have put up unbelievable statistics and have not 
dropped a set in conference play this season, a 
perfect 7-0 match record.  They have won 19 
consecutive sets since dropping one against 
Owens Community College on Sept. 30.

Much of the success of this year has been 
with the returning sophomores, with Kaitlyn 
Wolters leading the group.

“In my opinion, she’s the best setter in the 
country,” Will said. “To be able to just give the 
offense to her, which is a huge relief as a coach, 
and allow her to take over the offense.”

“ She has worked her whole life. She has put 
in the time to be where she’s at,” said twin sister 
and teammate Kourtney Wolters.

As of Oct. 19 Kaitlyn had 866 assists, 
consistently setting up her teammates, along 
with 128 kills and 220 digs.

Nicole Czehowski has 246 kills this season 
to lead the team, with Molly Maynard right 
behind her at 198 kills and Kourtney Wolters at 
161.  Karleigh Strazisar leads the team with 263 
digs.

The Raiders will be hosting NJCAA Region 
XII District F Tournament at noon on Friday, 
Nov. 2 and 9 a.m. on Saturday Nov. 3 at the 
Ford Fieldhouse. 

GRCC drew a first round bye and will play 
on Saturday. 

Raider Classic: The Raiders celebrate 
winning The Raider Classic held on Sept. 29 
and 30 at the Ford Fieldhouse.

Main Photo: Molly Maynard

Photos by Mark Cinco
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