
We’ve all been there. After 
a long day of lectures and tests, 
the first thing on your mind is 
to go home. You’re not aware of 
the students trying to go through 
the door behind you, or the nice 
bright blue sky. Yep, you’re pretty 
much a walking zombie.

Then the unthinkable 
happens. You go to swipe your 
Raider Card to get out of the 
parking ramp and it’s rejected. 
Insufficient funds, the reader 
mercilessly tells you, reminding 
you the coffee you bought that 
morning drained what remained 

on your account. 
By now there is a line of cars 

backed up behind you and what 
once was supposed to be the start 
of your journey home now is 
becoming a public embarrassment 
and huge inconvenience as you 
wave at the drivers to back up 
their vehicles.

This is a common occurrence 
for students at Grand Rapids 
Community College, but maybe 
not for long. GRCC administrators 
are working on a plan to create 
a Raider Card app that can be 
downloaded on an iPhone, 
Android, and select other smart 
phones—a change that would 

make putting funds on your card  
as easy as tapping a few buttons 
on the screen. 

Currently students have to 
enter their credit card information 
through their Blackboard account 
every time it is needed to distribute 
funds, or go in search of a machine 
to add money on their cards. The 
new app will allow students to 
conveniently add money directly 
through their smart phone.  Paulo 
Teles, Associate Director of Student 
Life said the app will be safe to 
use, because it will only display 
the last four digits of your credit 

A man who was caught 
masturbating in front of a student 
in a secluded Grand Rapids 
Community College music room 
is scheduled to be sentenced today 
in Kent County Circuit Court. 

Joseph Bryant, 50, was 
arrested and 
charged with 
i n d e c e n t 
exposure by 
a sexually 
d e l i n q u e n t 
p e r s o n , 
a g g r a v a t e d 
i n d e c e n t 
exposure and 
being a fourth-time offender. 
He pleaded guilty to aggravated 
indecent exposure and habitual 
offender fourth offense on Aug. 26 
and is facing a sentence of six to 
11 years in prison.

These felony charges originate 
from an April 19 incident in which 
Bryant approached a student in 
the music building and asked if 
he could listen to her while she 
played piano, according to court 
records.

After agreeing, the student 
soon noticed in the reflection 
on the piano that Bryant was 
masturbating behind her, 
according to court records.

 After making a hasty exit 
from the room, the student alerted 
campus police.
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ArtPrize takes over Grand Rapids

Could your Raider Card soon be obsolete?

For 19 days, approximately 
three square miles of the 
downtown Grand Rapids area is 
transformed into a place where 
the locals and tourists from all 
over the world come to interact 
and experience the largest art 
competition in the world for free. 

In January, TIME Magazine 
rated ArtPrize as one of the top 
five festivals in the world that is 
considered a “must see” for 2013. 
It was the only festival on the 
list that was to take place in the 
United States. 

Who would have guessed that 

Grand Rapids, also known as Beer 
City, and home to Grand Rapids 
Community College, hosts what 
TIME called the “most lucrative 
art competition” in the entire 
world? ArtPrize returns to Grand 
Rapids for its fifth year after the 
great success that has come with 
it in the years past. 

According to ArtPrize’s 
Communications Director, 
Todd Herring, “because of the 
announcement in TIME, there 
has been a large amount of public 
interest very far in advance this 
year for ArtPrize than what there 
has been ever before.” 

Rick DeVos founded ArtPrize 
in 2009 as an independent art 

competition in which anyone 
over the age of 18 that pays the 
$50 application fee and can get a 
venue to enter their art into. 

The aspect that makes 
ArtPrize so welcome to the public 
is that in addition to having a 
panel of judges pick some of the 
winners, the really big winners 
are selected by the public who 
attend the event. ArtPrize gives 
away a total of $560,000 total in 
cash prizes. $360,000 is awarded 
by the public, and $200,000 is 
awarded by a panel of judges. 

See Raider App, page 2

Full ArtPrize 
Coverage, page 8-10

See Bryant, page 2
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Tamika Nelson’s children pose with the Giant Quackers by David Seitzinger and Gary Cacchione in 
front of  the Grand Rapids Public Museum

Photo Illustration by Sarah Davis/Photo Editor

Green Apple Day: USGBC 
hosts service projects 

Page 5

How to start a student 
organization 

Page 11

The Collegiate reviews ‘The 
Family’ starring Robert 
DeNiro

Page 13

Mayor George Heartwell 
promotes a more natural 
future for the Grand River

bit.ly/grrapids

Grand Rapids Community 
College receives veteran 
friendly status for fifth year 
in a row

bit.ly/grccvets

Students ‘dunk’ 
GRCC President 
Ender for charity

bit.ly/prezdunk

International 
Guitar Series 
hosts 
Laurence Juber

Page 12

Alleged hitman fires shot in 
Bostwick parking ramp

Page 2

Journalist Jose Antonio 
Vargas to give talk entitled 
‘Immigration: Not Legal, 
Not Leaving’ as part of the 
Diversity Lecture Series

bit.ly/grccvargas

Find out what makes Art & 
Bev’s more than a diner

bit.ly/artbevs

Sarah Davis/Photo Editor

Grand Rapids gives 
ArtPrize visitors 
an ‘awesome’ 
welcome

bit.ly/artprizevideo



Grand Rapids Community College 
officials posted a campus alert on the 
college website after a local woman 
reported that she was confronted by a 
man with a gun around 3:15 a.m. Aug. 
17 inside the Bostwick Parking Ramp.

She told police that after leading 
her onto the Ransom level of the 
Bostwick Parking Ramp, he claimed 
he was a hitman and that he had been 
hired to kill her. The suspect then 
reportedly told the woman he did not 
want to hurt her and fired one shot into 
the ground of the parking structure. He 
then escorted her back out of the ramp 
and left her. The suspect was last seen 

headed south on 
Ransom Avenue.

The GRCC 
campus was 
closed at the 
time, and no 
students, staff, 
or faculty were 
in the area. 
No damage 
was done to 
the parking 
structure. Fragments of a bullet as well 
as shell casing were found in the ramp.

“It’s definitely weird,” said Lt. 
Pat Merril of the Grand Rapids Police 
Department, “but the investigation is 
still ongoing.”

GRCC students and staff concerned 

about walking around campus after 
dark can take advantage of the GRCC 
Police Department’s personal escort 
service by calling extension 4010, 
during normal GRCCPD office hours.

 Campus Police 
            Reports
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Trespassing
9/16/13
Police responded to a complaint on the south side of the 
Main Building. A homeless man was found trespassing 
and was given a warning. If found on campus again, 
the man will be arrested. 

Disorderly Conduct
9/13/13
A non-student was visiting with two students in 
Winchester Ally. One student commented that she did 
not like the non-student’s boyfriend, which upset the 
visitor and resulted in a verbal fight. The police were 
called and gave the visitor a warning for trespassing. 

Larceny/other
8/23/13
A fight broke out in the Main Building on the first floor 
over a stolen cell phone. The fight started off on the 
first floor and ended in the woman’s bathroom. The 
fight started when one student accused another of 
stealing her cell phone. The student said she didn’t take 
her phone and went into the bathroom where the other 
student followed. The phone that was stolen went off 
and the student realized the girl did take her phone. 
Police responded, broke up the fight, and questioned 
both girls. The girl admitted she did in fact take the 
phone and lied about it. No charges were pressed.

Larceny
8/22/13
A student left a backpack unattended on a bench across 
from the bookstore. A man noticed the backpack, sat 
down on the bench, placed his own backpack over the 
other, looked around and took off with both backpacks.  

Larceny
8/8/13
A bike was stolen in front of the Calkins Science 
Building by a man in a group of four. The man  cut the 
bike lock with bolt cutters and took off on the bike.
Police responded, and found the man on Division Street 
headed toward Leonard Street. The bike was returned to 
its proper owner. 

Nonaggravated Assault 
7/31/13
A non-student male was being disorderly and throwing 
things in the campus library. The man poured water 
that he had found on a computer desk on students, 
computers, and a copy machine. He also hit an 
instructor in the face with a trash can. Campus Police 
escorted the man out of the library and contacted the 
Grand Rapids Police Department. When the GRPD 
arrived, the man was identified as their suspect 
for an assault and battery and taken into custody.

www.thecollegiatelive.com

Alleged hitman fires shot 
in Bostwick parking ramp

Bostwick Parking Ramp is adjacent to the Student 
Center and Dr. Juan Olivarez Plaza.

Sarah Davis/Photo Editor

By Joshua Vissers
Editor-in-Chief

Nation’s Cup 
International 
Culinary 
Competition

Hosted by Secchia Institute for 
Culinary Education in the Wisner-
Bottrall Applied Technology

GRCC Choral 
Ensembles

College Choir, Concert 
Choir and Madrigal Singers 
performs at St. Cecilia Music 
Center, 3 p.m. Admission is $5 for 
adults, $3 for students and seniors

 Music Department 
Faculty Recital

 Dr. Libor Ondras plays 
the viola with Dr. Kenneth Bos on 
the piano at the St. Cecilia Music 
Center. Admission is $5 for adults 
and $3 for students and seniors

Oct.

13

 
Blood Drive

Donate and get a 
coupon for a free 

pizza. Sponsored by Campus 
Activities in room 234 of the 
Student Center

Oct.

9

Jose Antonio Vargas

Vargas presents 
his talk entitled 

Immigration: Not Legal, Not 
Leaving as part of the Diversity 
Lecture Series. 7 p.m. at Fountain 
Street Church

Oct.

2
Oct.

18

Oct.

17-19

Campus Events
September 24 - October 23

According to campus police 
records, the student went to the second 
floor, where Bryant followed her. She 
then hid in a computer lab.

Bryant’s trial was set for Aug. 26, 
however that same day he accepted 
a plea agreement whereby he would 
plead guilty to two of the three 
charges. According to court records, 
the agreement also called for Bryant 
to serve between 81 to 135 months in 
prison.

The incident caused a backlash 
for campus police, with some students, 
including a victim advocacy group, 
arguing that authorities should have 
informed students and staff about the 
incident, especially in light of Bryant’s 
lengthy criminal record that dates back 
to the 1990s. However, the college had 
no legal obligation to alert the student 

body or general public.
 Under the Federal Jeanne 

Clery Disclosure of Campus Security 
Policy and Campus Crime Statistics 
Act, colleges and universities that 
participate in federal financial aid 
programs must disclose to the public 
and student body certain crimes which 
occur on campus. Indecent exposure is 
not one of those crimes. 

When asked if this incident could 
have been prevented, Assistant Kent 
County Prosecutor Josh Kuiper said 
these types of situations are not always 
preventable. “Everyone who was 
involved acted appropriately,” he said. 
“The response was almost immediate”.

He said that some sort of 
surveillance system would be 
beneficial in the future. 

“I went to Grand Rapids 
Community College and was in the 
room,” Kuiper said. “It’s a small room 
and it’s sound proof.”

As a result of this incident, new 
safety procedures have been introduced 
to better protect these areas of campus.

The Music Building now has 
emergency phones placed in each of 
the practicing spaces, which   Campus 
Police Lt. Scott Merlo said was 
something that everyone thought was 
a top priority. The college declined any 
further comments. 

A college employee will also 
monitor the rooms after hours to 
ensure the safety of the students and 
to be alert to the presence of any 
unwanted visitors. 

In addition to these measures, the 
size of the practice room windows will 
be increased.

Bryant is scheduled to be 
sentenced at 2 p.m. today by Judge 
Paul Sullivan in the Kent County 
Courthouse, courtroom 10C at 2 p.m. 
For continued coverage, visit the 
thecollegiatelive.com.

card number, and this information will 
be saved after the first transaction, 
making subsequent transactions even 
faster. 

“I think students will be amazed 
at how it will improve the speed of 
getting in and out of the parking 
ramps,” said Teles. He has been on the 
planning team to make the campus at 
GRCC more mobile and accessible to 
students.

There are more benefits to this app 
than just loading money onto the card 
though. Through this app, it will be 
possible to track all of the transactions 

to make sure the amount on your card 
is accurate. This is also useful to avoid 
those unnecessary trips to a Raider 
Card machine to make sure you have 
enough money on it. The new app 
allows students to save time, as well as 
reduce stress of wondering how much 
money there really is on the Raider 
Card. 

Ross L. Pike, part of the Student 
Leadership Advisory Council and 
College Democrats President said, “It’s 
imperative to make Raider Cards easily 
accessible. We live in a mobile society, 
and (the college) needs to make sure 
that it is implemented for students.”

That’s exactly what GRCC 
administors say they are trying to do. 
Another way the administration wants 

to improve students’ experience on 
campus is to introduce a contactless 
feature to the card. The new feature 
will be tested by a select number of 
students to see if they find this form 
of reading the card easier than swiping 
it. With this new feature, getting a 
Coke from the vending machine or 
entering the Ford Fieldhouse is as easy 
as tapping a Raider Card on the reader, 
instead of wrestling with swiping the 
card either too fast or too slow. 

Teles expects students to 
embrace the upcoming Raider Card 
improvements.

 “The technology towards the 
mobile app will be very natural for 
students,” Teles said.

Raider app

Bryant

 Counseling and 
Career Center
Transfer Fair

 Held in the Student Community 
Center from 1 p.m. to 5 p.m.

Oct.

23

Cont. from page 1

Cont. from page 1



After being a great pastime for people 
of all ages every Tuesday night for the past 
nine years, the Grand Rapids Original Swing 
Society, known as G.R.O.S.S., is looking to 
find a new permanent outdoor venue.

G.R.O.S.S. had to move from its regular 
outdoor venue, Rosa Parks Circle, to various 
indoor locations in the Grand Rapids area 
after fights broke out among groups of 
teenagers hanging out each week during 
and after the weekly swing dance during 
the summer of 2013.

G.R.O.S.S. is led by WZZM13’s Steve 
Zaagman, and has been an open group for 
all ages to join for the past nine years. The 
group has grown significantly in the past few 
years, turning their weekly event from just a 
few hundred people to thousands of people 
showing up each week this summer. One 
of the most significant accomplishments of 
the group was breaking the world record for 
having the largest amount of people swing 
dance at once, with 756 dancers dancing at 
one time. This record was set in August of 
2012.

Zaagman said the surrounding 
community has been supportive of the swing 
dancing organization as it works through 
this transition period. “Businesses around 
Rosa Parks are very supportive of G.R.O.S.S., 
and after talking to many of them about 
what happened this summer, several of 
them offered to write any recommendation 
letters or offer any other support that they 

could give us, ” 
he said. “They are 
very willing to help 
because of the great 
amount of business 
we have helped 
bring downtown on 
Tuesday nights.”

Swing has 
transferred around 
Grand Rapids to 
multiple different 
indoor locations 
the past couple of 
months. Venues 
include Woodland 
Skate Park and the 
Masonic Center, and 
costs $5 at the door to get in. These are not 
the only opportunities for social dancing 
in Grand Rapids during the week. Swing 
dancing is held at 7 p.m. on Wednesdays at 
the Jam n’ Bean coffee house, 6860 Cascade 
Road, in Grand Rapids, for $4 at the door, 
and on Thursdays there is still line dancing 
for free going on in Rosa Parks Circle 
starting at 8 p.m. GRCC also has a swing 
dancing club that is open to any interested 
students who would like to join.

Many people who come to swing on a 
regular basis, including Zaagman, prefer to 
have it outside whenever possible. During 
ArtPrize the city of Grand Rapids has 
allowed the use of Rosa Parks Circle on 
Sept. 24, and Oct. 1. The biggest barrier to 
G.R.O.S.S. getting to use Rosa Parks all the 
time with full security is the bills that come 

along with it. In the past, the group has had 
sponsors for their events. This year they did 
not have any sponsors. Ultimately, Zaagman 
said his goal is to keep swing dancing 
outside in the long run, and possibly 
start bringing it to some middle and high 
schools. The bigger picture solution, to get 
it back at Rosa Parks Circle, could possibly 
include fencing, higher security, many 
sponsors, and only 10 swing events instead 
of 30 outside during the summer.

For the next two Tuesdays swing 
dancing will be held outside for the first 
time in several months at Rosa Parks Circle. 
This winter, swing will be held in the 
Masonic Center, Woodland Skate Park and 
the Grand Rapids Public Museum.

To find out more information, visit 
grandrapidsoriginalswingsociety.com.
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GRCC Awarded $4.1 million grant
Grand Rapids Community College, 

affiliate of The Michigan Coalition for 
Advanced Manufacturing, has received a 
$4.1 million grant to improve advanced 
manufacturing education. 

In a press release, GRCC announced 
that the award’s purpose is “to upgrade 
manufacturing programs” through 
equipment purchases to “support 
educating today’s workforce about the 
new role advanced manufacturing plays 
in West Michigan” and enhance current 
GRCC programs. 

Eight colleges in total received different 
grants in order to support manufacturing 
programs. One of the coalition’s objectives 
is to align the programs’ curriculums on 
each college. According to the press release, 
“GRCC will lead state curriculum in the 
area of welding and developing career 
pathways for advanced manufacturing.”

Enrollment drops
Grand Rapids Community College 

enrollment is down for the third year in a 
row, with a current headcount of 16,613. 
This year’s 4.7 percent drop equates 
to $346,000 in tuition for the college. 
GRCC has a budget stabilization fund to 
offset the loss in tuition dollars. GRCC 
officials attribute the decrease to dropping 
unemployment, shrinking high school 
graduation class sizes and the newly 
implemented financial aid disbursement 
system.

The Michigan Association of Collegiate 
Registrars and Admissions Officers collects 
enrollment numbers for colleges across 
the state at http://macrao.org/Reports/
ccweekly.asp

www.thecollegiatelive.com

By Jacquelyn Zeman
News Editor

Dancing rules change for the 
Grand Rapids Original Swing Society

Attendees dance in front of  the band at the Masonic Center.

Sarah Davis/Photo Editor

Thirteen Grand Rapids Community 
College students traveled to Costa  Rica 
this summer semester to study nursing, 
expanding their medical knowledge while 
living among a new culture.  

The trip was led by faculty members 
Sherry Knoppers and Dawn Zuidegeest-
Craft. It started as an idea to offer GRCC 
nursing students “a trip that would use 
the nursing skills” instead of making it an 
elective course.  

The travel experience then became 
a new option for the Associate Degree 
Nursing 248 course, which is usually 
focused on helping patients around the 
Grand Rapids area. The purpose of this 
change was “having an opportunity to 
become community servers and explore 
cultures,” Zuidegeest-Craft said. 

Students have to complete two 
semesters of the nursing program to be 
eligible to go on the 
trip. That way they 
prepare and develop 
required skills to 
accomplish class 
duties. 

During the 10 
day trip, students 
worked hand-in-
hand with Costa 
Rican doctors and 
served 105 patients 
who lived in poor 
areas.

The group also 
had the chance to 
take in the sights 
and learn more 

about the Costa Rican culture. They visited 
natural landscapes and practiced activities 
such as zip-lining and horseback riding. 

The trip was arranged through the 
Department of Experiential Learning and the 
organization International Service Learning 
and cost $3,000 per student. The price 
included the air fare, meals, interpreters, 
and the doctors’ stipend. Nursing trips can 
be paid using financial aid and fundraising. 
A $500 Nursing Travel scholarship has been 
founded specifically for this course. 

Hankondo Sibalwa, one of the students 
that went on the trip, affirmed that the class 
made him value the education he obtains at 
GRCC and to admire foreign cultures.

Sibalwa described the course as “a 
lifelong experience that can never be taken 
away from you… I could do it again every 
year.” 

As a final tip, Knoppers recommends 
nursing students planning on participating 
in the Study Away program to “get excited 
about it, plan ahead, and save up.”

Study Away: 
Nursing in Costa Rica
By Carla Villasana-Acosta
Collegiate Staff

Grand Rapids Community College nursing student and 
faculty participants in Costa Rica during the Study Away 
program.

Courtesy of Hankondo Sibalwa 

The Phi Theta Kappa (PTK) 
organization at Grand Rapids Community 
College is a growing society of currently 65 
GRCC students. These students are striving 
for academic excellence to become the 
future leaders and active participants in 
their community as a whole. 

“Phi Theta Kappa will not only make 
you feel a part of something bigger than 
yourself now, but it also will help you in the 
future...Employers look to see what kind 
of clubs you are a part of, and PTK is one 
that has an excellent reputation,” said PTK 
member, Clare Kolenda, 19, when asked 
why GRCC students should join this club 
over other campus organizations. Consisting 
of pledged GRCC honors students of whom 
maintain a 3.5 GPA or higher, have earned 
over 12 college credits while attending, and 
have paid the one time $75 membership fee, 
the Phi Theta Kappa club is an international 
honors society. The club was founded in 
1918 by two Missouri college presidents and 
has branches extended to popular colleges 
around the world. 

“You get to meet great people, reach out 
to the community, and break out of your 
comfort zone to cultivate leadership skills 
inside of you,” Kolenda said about what it 
entails to be a part of the club. 

Throughout the academic year, the PTK 
club will be doing community outreach 
projects and attending several leadership 
conferences. In the spring, they will have 
an induction ceremony where they will be 
celebrating new members. “Being a newer 

organization, we really let the students 
decide what direction we want to take the 
chapter in. It builds on a lot of leadership,” 
said Jason Schueller, PTK advisor. “The 
students can start to create what traditions 
and activities the chapter will be moving in. 
It’s nice that they have all the say in what 
direction they want to take it in.”

Newly inducted members get the 
Gold Key membership pin, a certificate, 
identification card, PTK transcript stamp, 
and official seal on their diplomas. They 
also get to wear the gold monogrammed 
honors stole at commencement as a sign 
of their academic achievements. Based on 
research, the greatest benefit of joining 
the PTK organization is access to over 440 
institutions and over 32 million dollars in 
scholarship opportunities to its members. 
To join this club, students can apply in the 
Student Life office in the Student Center 
or contact the co-advisers, Lynnae Selberg 
and Jason Schueller, for more information 
about the PTK organization and how it can 
benefit their education. Elections for the 
role of PTK President and other leadership 
positions will be happening soon. Schueller 
also confirmed that Phi Theta Kappa 
and the Student Advisory Board will be 
collaborating over the school year on 
projects and events.

“Being a part of PTK isn’t just joining a 
club, but investing in yourself as a leader,” 
said Kolenda. “You can make a conscious 
decision to inspire, and make a difference 
on your college campus, and in your 
community.”

Phi Theta Kappa: 
Leaders of the Future
By Jessica Langowski
Collegiate Staff



Students who stopped by Grand Rapids 
Community College at any point during the 
summer would likely have noticed that 
multiple floors inside the Main Building 
and of Cook Hall were under construction. 
Workers in hard hats scrambled about the 
campus in order to have the reconstructed 
areas ready for the start of classes. 

Extensive renovations were made to 
the fourth and fifth floors of Cook Hall. 
New heating and ventilation systems were 
installed, along with new light fixtures. 
Many more restroom facilities, elevators, 
group and one on one tutoring rooms, 
more windows, and new computer labs 
have been added. The business department 

has three new computer labs on the 
second floor of the Main Building, with an 
additional eight new classrooms coming in 
September. The nursing program has all 
new bed simulation labs on the fourth floor 
of Cook. Health sciences resources and the 
tutoring lab are now on the fourth floor of 
Cook, and the new Language Arts tutoring 
lab will be located on Cook’s fifth floor.

“The day after commencement, the 
construction crew came in, removed all 
the technology and furniture we wanted 
to keep, and they have not stopped since,” 
said President Steven Ender in his address 
to the GRCC staff during Convocation the 
week before classes started, as the week’s 
renovations were getting finished up. 

Ender said campus planners pushed 

hard to move the renovation project along 
quickly. He said project managers got a 
chance to expand some of their renovation 
plans after the college received unexpected 
donor support.

In addition, GRCC has added breakout 
rooms for students to hang out in, study, 
or relax in between classes. Many seating 
options have been added throughout 
the building for additional space for 
students to have to themselves on campus. 
Technological improvements have been 
made to enhance educational quality for the 
nursing department and the business school 
as well. There are many more simulation 
rooms for the nursing students, as well as 
computer labs specifically designed for the 
business department. 

When asked about future renovation 
plans, Vicki Janowiak, GRCC’s executive 
director of operational planning said “next 
summer, GRCC plans on re-constructing 
the next two floors below what they did 
this year in the Main Building that way 
the entire building will be redone. We are 
aiming to get the building LEED certified, 
but this is definitely a long-term goal.”

The total amount that renovations of 
Cook ended up costing ended up totaling to 
$2,812,842, where the Main Building ended 
up at $2,887,670. GRCC administrators say 
they’re working to make the campus more 
energy efficient and safe, while respecting 
the historic integrity of the buildings.  

More information about campus 
construction can be found at: www.
grcc.edu/financeandadministration/
grccunderconstruction.

After months of speculation, Apple 
finally released two new versions of the 
iPhone on Sept. 20, the iPhone 5C and 
iPhone 5S. In a break from tradition, 
these devices replace the year-old iPhone 
5, which is being discontinued in favor 
of selling off its remaining supply of the 
smaller, two year-old, iPhone 4S.

The iPhone 5C is a drastically different 
device than what most Apple fans are used 
to. Besides your choice of candy-colored 
exterior, it is the first device to feature a 
plastic body construction since the iPhone 
3G was released in 2008. Because of this 
and other design choices, the iPhone 5C is 
priced starting at $99 with a contract. 

The iPhone 5S is the slightly upgraded 
version that we have come to expect in 

o d d - n u m b e r e d 
years from the 
Cupertino, Calif. 
based industry 
giant. It features the 
same design as the 
iPhone 5, including 
its metal case. 

This year’s 
innovation is the 
addition of Touch 
ID, the fingerprint 
recognition system 
that uses the home 
button for various 
a u t h e n t i c a t i o n 
activities, such 
as unlocking 
the device or 
authorizing an App 
Store purchase. 

In the wake of 
the news that the 
federal government 
is collecting data, 
privacy concerns 
were raised about 
Touch ID. It didn’t 
take long for the 
popular link-
sharing site Reddit 

to joke, “Apple introduced fingerprint 
scanning—world’s largest name-to-
fingerprint database now available without 
even trying.”

An Apple spokesperson ensured 
the Wall Street Journal that the scanner 
doesn’t store images of users’ fingerprints 
on the device. Instead, Touch ID stores 
only “fingerprint data,” which is encrypted 
within the iPhone’s processor. In addition, 
Apple is not allowing third-party apps 
access to the scanner.
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By Chris Powers
Web Editor

Apple banks on fingerprint scanner as next Siri

New bed simulation lab on the fourth floor of  the Cook Building.

GRCC remodels Main Building and Cook Hall
By Jacquelyn Zeman
News Editor

Images Courtesy of MCT Campus

Have you been feeling a little down 
lately? Well, the amount of time you spend 
on Facebook could be the reason why. 

According to a study released by the 
University of Michigan, the more you use 
Facebook, the more unhappy you become. 
The study was published in the journal 
PLOS One. 

Researchers text messaged the 82 
participants five times a day for two weeks 
to determine how Facebook effected their 
life. The questions ranged anywhere 
from loneliness to 
anxiety. 

Students on the 
campus of Grand 
Rapids Community 
College seemed 
to agree with this 
study.

Mahlee Barnes 
had over 1,600 friends on his Facebook 
page. Recently, Barnes deleted his friends 
down to around 800 friends and says he 
feels happier about it.  “I feel like whatever 
I put out, people actually listen compared to 
before,” Barnes said.

Some say that Facebook creates a type 
of social comparison.

“If your friends are out having a good 
time and having fun and you’re sitting 
home on the computer doing nothing then 
maybe some people will feel like they’re 
not invited and don’t feel as involved with 
other people,” Sam Griswold said.

Researchers offered a solution to the 
1.1 billion users that are on Facebook; 
use it less. Evidently the key to happiness 
isn’t so much the latest and greatest ways 
to communicate, face-to-face and phone 
communication turns out to be a cure to the 
Facebook blues.

By Clayton Cummins
Multimedia Editor

How Facebook 
could be 
making you :-( 

Students’ Reactions:
Shout Out, page 6Jacquelyn Zeman/News Editor
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From farm to campus, the Veggie Van, 
a mobile farmers market, is making weekly 
stops at Grand Rapids Community College 
where students and staff can shop for fresh 
produce and prepared meals to eat on the 
go.

The Veggie Van will be parked from 
1-2 p.m. every Tuesday in the Olivarez 
Student Plaza at GRCC. The van offers local 
and fresh produce for sale, including some 
prepared food items such as salads, fruit 
cups, and dessert treats.

The Veggie Van was first launched in 
June 2011 through the local YMCA, and has 
been steadily growing since. It now visits 
around 20 locations per week, year-round.

The goal of the Veggie Van is to ensure 
that low-income, inner city households 
have access to fresh and organic produce 
that otherwise would not. Comparatively 
its produce sells for similar to or less than 
the prices at local grocery stores: avocados 
cost $1 at the Veggie Van, while at a grocery 
store such as Meijer they can cost as much 

as $2. A fresh apple to grab on the go costs 
75 cents and a banana 25 cents. Prices 
this cheap are hard to come by for a fresh, 
healthy snack on the go.

The Veggie Van also helps support 
local farmers by providing a dependable 
market year-round. Its partnership with 
Goen Produce of Allendale has enabled the 
family business to farm full-time.

For GRCC students, the convenience 
of having fresh produce delivered straight 
to campus has positive results on both 
the bodies of Raiders and their wallets. 
In addition to helping the greater Grand 
Rapids community, Raiders will be happy 
to know the Veggie Van accepts several food 
assistance programs as forms of payment, 
including SNAP, WIC and Double Up Food 
Bucks.

Currently all profits go to sustain the 
program, which is not yet financially self-
sufficient. 

“We still rely on grant money to keep 
afloat,” said Alice Jasper, volunteer for the 
Veggie Van, adding that she hopes to open 
more Veggie Vans in the future. “It’s our 
goal to become self-reliant.”

The market of Grand Rapids, with its 
new opportunities to take different cooking 
and wellness classes, along with the rich 
culture each permanent vendor brings to the 
market, is truly a special new piece to add 
to the social life of downtown Grand Rapids. 

The market, on 435 Ionia Ave., opened 
up their indoor venue at the end of August. 
Inside, the market features 24 indoor 
vendors, ranging from a cupcake shop to a 

fish market. It was a $28 million project to 
develop the market in GR over the last year.

In addition to the indoor and outdoor 
vendors, cooking classes will be offered for 
kids, teens, adults, couples, and families. 

“The point of the cooking classes are 
to show how one can go and buy their 
groceries at the market, and then go home 
and cook an entire meal off of that,” said 
Shannon Sadoski, the education coordinator 

of the market. 
Since all ingredients used in the classes 

are from the market, this means that there 
are no processed ingredients. The market 
tenants are the instructors, and the prices 
of the classes start at $55. Scholarships are 
available for students based on financial 
need. 

Lots of market research was done 
before the indoor market was built. The 
Market planners studied The North Market 
in Columbus, Ohio as an example for the 

idea behind what 
this market was to 
become. They want 
to bring in a lot of 
tourism with this 
market, so in a way 
they are trying to 
create a Grand Rapids 
destination market. 

As a part of the 
wellness program, 
there are yoga classes 
offered there as well. 
“The point is not to 
just focus on the food 
of the market, but 
overall on healthy 
living through a 
variety of different 

things, such as gardening and the different 
classes offered,” Sadoski said. 

The Downtown Market has created 
more possible employment opportunities for 
college students, and plans are underway 
to create small business internship 
opportunities.

“We are trying to get different programs 
going with schools,” said Sadoski. “From 
elementary school field trips, where the kids 

learn how to cook a meal, to where college 
students get the opportunity to get to have 
an internship to actually work with the 
market.”

“Just going and talking to the vendors 
can be a huge learning experience for any 
student who wants to own a small business 
someday,” Sadoski said about the best way 
for college students to take advantage of the 
market. 

And those who aspire to launching 
their own food related business may be 
interested in checking out 
the incubator kitchens that 
can be rented out to small 
business owners looking to 
prep food items, or just to 
cater for a specific event and 
need the space for a given 
period of time. 

The market also offers 
entertainment at both 
the indoor and outdoor 
venues. Right now the main 
open space downstairs in 
the indoor market is in 
transition, and eventually 
will become a part of a 
restaurant. Since it is so new 
to the city this year, they are 
not going to be having any 
pieces of ArtPrize on display 
inside or outside of the 
market, but it is definitely a 
possibility for the future. 

Ultimately, the main 
goal of the indoor portion 
of the market is to combine 
locally grown foods with 
education. “The idea is 
to show how a building 

can simply support community, social 
gatherings, growing, sustainability and 
education, all wrapped into one,” Sadoski 
said. 

The indoor portion of the market is 
open from 9 a.m. - 7 p.m. Monday through 
Saturday, and 10 a.m - 7 p.m. on Sundays. 
The outdoor market is open from 8 a.m. - 
1 p.m. on Tuesdays and Thursdays, and 
Saturday, 8 a.m. to 1p.m.

Find out more information at: 
downtownmarketgr.com
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Two service projects have been 
planned for Green Apple Day by the Grand 
Rapids Community College chapter of the 
United States Green Building Council, 
a national organization that promotes 
environmentally friendly and sustainable 
practices when designing, constructing and 
operating buildings.

Green Apple Day is set aside each year 
by USGBC to support sustainable service 
projects in their communities. Last year, 
GRCC’s chapter was responsible for the 
tags on trees around the city that gave their 
estimated value to the city’s ecosystem.

Kyle Dee, Vice President of the Club, 
hopes that it will build up involvement in 
the club.

“I think it helps any organization for 
people to know each other, so having a work 
day like this provides that opportunity,” 
Dee said.

This year, the group will be working 
from 9 a.m. to 
noon Sept. 28 at 
the Prairie Habitat 
of the Dominican 
Sisters in Grand 
Rapids at 2025 
Fulton St. E. The 
Prairie Habitat is a 
two acre field filled 
with plants native 
to Michigan. The 
work there will 
include improving 
trails along the 
perimeter and 
removing invasive 

species.
The second 

project is in 
partnership with 
The Friends of 
Grand Rapids 
Parks. Together, 
they intend to 
plant nearly 50 
new trees in 
Richmond Park 
at the corner of 
Richmond Street  
and Tamarack 
Avenue NW. This 
work will take 
place 9 a.m. to 1 
p.m. on Sept. 28.

A n y o n e 
interested in 
joining the USGBC, or helping with the 
service projects can contact Rick Zimonick 
at richardzimonick@email.grcc.edu .

By Joshua Vissers
Editor-in-Chief

Sustainable service projects 
planned for Green Apple Day

And this little Raider went to market

Veggie Van: Mobile farmers’ 
market to visit campus

By Jacquelyn Zeman
News Editor

By Rachael Ocampo
Collegiate Staff

Grand Rapids 
Downtown Market
435 Ionia Ave. SW

BAKED GOODS
• Field & Fire Bakery
• Sweetie-Licious Bake Shoppe

BEVERAGES
• Aperitivo
• Malamiah Juice Bar 
• Simpatico Coffee

CHEESE
• Aperitivo

FLOWERS
• Crescent Street Floral

KITCHENWARE
• Fiesta Pantry by Rylee’s

MEAT, FISH & SEAFOOD
• Aperitivo 
• Fish Lads 
• Montello Meat Market

PREPARED FOODS
• Making Thyme Kitchen
• Rak Thai
• Tacos El Cuñado

PRODUCE
• City Produce

RESTAURANTS
• Rak Thai 
• Tacos El Cuñado

SPECIALTY PRODUCTS
• Fiesta Pantry by Rylee’s
• Miss Maddie’s
• Old World Olive Press
• Spice Merchants
• Thornburg & Company

SWEETS
• Dorothy & Tony’s Gourmet 

Kettle Corn
• Grocer’s Daughter Chocolate
• Love’s Ice Cream
• Sweetie-Licious Bake 

Shoppe

Inside the new market, view of  Sweetie-Licious Bake Shoppe 
as you walk into the indoor market

If You Go

Prairie Habitat 
of the Dominican 
Sisters
2025 Fulton St. E.

9 a.m. to noon
Sept. 28

Planting trees at 
Richmond Park
Corner of 
Richmond Street 
and Tamarack 
Avenue NW

9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Sept. 28

Courtesy Photo

Jacquelyn Zeman/News Editor

Jacquelyn Zeman/News Editor



There are a lot of people talking 
about the lack of community here at 
Grand Rapids Community College, 
but that’s unfair to the college. 
Just flip through the pages of this 
paper. There are study abroad trips, 
art exhibits, musical performances, 
movie nights and sporting events. 
If that’s not enough we have a 
multitude of clubs, and if you don’t 
like any of those you’ve been given 
the opportunity to start your own.

Our school partners with 
businesses in the community to 
provide internships and experiential 
learning courses, and has even 
hosted events for the community 
to come and hear people speak 
on topics ranging from firearm 
legislation to sportscasting, and 
you should have seen the students, 
faculty and staff smiling as they 
tried to dunk a laughing college 
president during Welcome Week 
festivities this year.

What the school lacks is not 
community, it’s participation.

The school can’t manufacture 
participation. No matter how often 
administrators send out emails 
and post fliers, no matter how well 
organized events are, students still 
have to make the decision to show 
up. Promotions and giveaways will 
sometimes get students in the door, 
but rarely convince them to pull 
their headphones out of their ears.

It seems like you’re lucky if 
somebody just looks up from their 
phone long enough to say hello.

This sounds cliche, but if you 
want a community here at GRCC, 
you have to be that community. 
At some point you have to break 
out of your online communities 
of Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, 
Reddit and Pinterest and start 

interacting with the people who 
are actually around you. There are 
more than 16,000 students enrolled 
here, you can find a friend.

GRCC administrators and 
student leadership are doing what 
they can. Last year, President Steven 
Ender held ‘coffee and conversation’ 
meetings, which gave students a 
chance to talk directly to the leader 
of the school administration in a 
relaxed atmosphere. There were so 
few students there that everyone got 
to sit at the same small table. 

The Student Leadership 
Advisory Council, which is working 
to reform our student government, 
has had to resort to bribing people 
with giveaways and raffling iPads 
just to get them to show up and 
give feedback at SLAC meetings. 
And before you dismiss our Student 
Congress as just another popularity 
contest, be aware that they handle 
the budget for student clubs on 
campus, including the Campus 
Activities Board.

If you want a community to go 
with your college, read this paper, 
check the bulletin boards in the 
hallways, and simply join in.

There is a community ready 
and waiting for you at GRCC. It’s up 
to you to participate.
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Do you think having too many friends on Facebook can lead to depression?

 Allie Deels

“I can see some truth to 
that. I think people go 

off of what people think 
about them. If I don’t have 

as many friends as this 
person, I’m seen as a less 

social person”

Justin Murphy 

“I think a lot of it depends 
on how happy you are with 

your own life.”

Reid Hansen

“I deleted my Facebook 
because I was so 

frustrated by the people 
that I didn’t know. I would 

rather talk to people in 
person.”

Karlee Holcomb 
 

“I’m okay with less friends, 
I don’t have to see what 
people post all the time.”

Caleb Nisley

“I was happy before I 
had Facebook and I’m 
happy now. It doesn’t 
bother me that much.” 

By Clayton Cummins

www.thecollegiatelive.com

With class, homework, sleeping when 
I can, and trying to maintain a social life, 
you’d think a relationship, especially one 
that’s long distance, would be out of the 
question.

Although it’s hard, the task to maintain 
a healthy long distance relationship while 
in college is completely do-able (and trust 
me, it’s worth it).  Maintaining a long 
distance relationship takes a lot of work, 
but it mainly comes down to three things: 
time, talk, and trust.

Until a couple years ago, I was the 
girl who laughed at relationships. Being 
only 18, they seemed pointless and overall, 
just stupid. I have my whole life ahead 
of me, letting a guy interfere with that 
wouldn’t exactly make sense. My opinion 
of relationships didn’t change overnight, 
but I learned the hard way that you don’t 
mean to fall, it just kind of happens. 

Senior year of high school came and it 
was over before I knew it. I looked forward 
to my last summer at home with friends, 
but having a boyfriend definitely wasn’t 
what I had planned.

After four months of keeping him 
in the friend zone, hanging out here and 
there, and finally realizing what a great guy 
I had in front of me, I decided to give the 
jock on the football team a chance.

It wasn’t anything serious, at least it 
wasn’t supposed to be. After all, he was 
moving two thousand miles away at the 
end of summer. The end of July came 
and went, and so did he. Zack moving to 
Arizona was one of the scariest and saddest 
things I have ever had to deal with. Never 
in a million years did I think I’d be saying 
goodbye and ‘I love you’ in the same teary-
eyed sentence to the guy who was about to 
get on an airplane and leave me and this 
town behind.

In order to have a lasting long distance 
relationship, it’s important to make time. 

It wasn’t long after Zack left that I flew 
out to see him. One time turned into 
two and then three, four, and five. Plane 
tickets aren’t cheap, but I’ve done more 
traveling in the last year than I’ve done in 
my lifetime. Planning a visit to see the one 
you‘re with, actually being there, face-to-
face, and spending quality time together 
is not only vital, but it’s so much fun. 
Having something to look forward to really 
helped me to keep going. Goodbyes don’t 
get easier, but they’re definitely worth it. 
While you might have a trip planned to see 
your lady or gent, that alone might not be 
enough.

Talking is another essential part 
to making a long distance relationship 
work. It’s important to stay in close 
communication with your significant other 
when you’re far apart, but it’s okay not to 
be glued to your phone 24/7. Whether it’s 
texting, calling, Facebooking, Twitter, or 
Skype, there are so many ways to keep in 
touch. From my experience, even when you 
don’t have much time to talk, a simple “I 
miss you” text, can make a difference. It’s 
also imperative that your significant other 
feels like they’re a part of your everyday 
life, even from a distance. It’s as simple as 
mentioning a date idea for the time they 
visit, or what the weather is like where 
you’re at. 

Then there’s trust. Just because you’re 
not with him all the time, you don’t know 
who he’s with, or what he’s necessarily 
doing, doesn’t mean you should be worried. 
Long distance will test your relationship 
and the trust you have in a person, just 
don’t let it break you. Let me fill you in on a 
secret, if you talk, it’s likely that trust won’t 
be too huge of an issue.

I can’t make any promises that what 
worked for me will work for you, but I hope 
that if you’re in a long distance relationship 
or thinking about starting or ending a 
relationship because of distance, that you 
give it a chance before you throw the idea 
out the window.

Giving up is the easy choice, but it’s 
the hard choices in life that are going to be 
worth it in the end. Being two thousand 
miles apart from the guy I wanted to spend 
every moment with was beyond tough, but 
Zack moved back this fall. We only live an 
hour apart now and are stronger than ever. 
With time, talk and trust, a long distance 
relationship is totally maintainable in 
college.

By Shelby Corliss
A&E Editor

Dear Shelby...
How to make 
a long-distance 
relationship 
work 

School lacks participation, 
not community
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On Finding Passion

When I left high school, I thought that 
I could bypass college and jump right into 
the life I dreamed of--book deals, world 
travel and endless happiness. I know that 
this is what I wanted, I just didn’t realize 
that it wasn’t going to just happen, that I 
had to work for it.  

Work requires motivation, and 
motivation requires passion, which I 
lacked. I was totally and utterly passionless. 
My early twenties were like one long 
Prozac commercial; I slept, woke up, went 
to work and my days off were spent in a 
drug induced daze with my DVD collection. 
I knew that I liked to write--I always had, 
it had been the one thing I was always 
decent at--and I enjoyed photography. But 
every time I picked up a pen or my camera, 
I would inevitably be interrupted with that 
bastard of a conscience: “What, pray tell, is 
the point?” Frustration would ensue and I 
would crawl back to the safe cradle of my 
DVDs. 

 I have always, always loved to read, 
but the solace I found on the page was 
preventing me from living. I clung to my 
books as if they were the only line I had 
to human experiences. Most of my nights 
were spent chain smoking by my bedroom 
window, aching and wondering at what 
point did the image in my head diverge 
from what had become my actual life. I 
spent years like this.

Then, on a whim, four months before 
I turned 23, I responded to a Facebook post 
calling for volunteers and I began spending 
every Friday working in the art room at 
Heartside Ministry. I was making contact 
with the world, for a few hours a week. I 
was late a lot, and questionably helpful, but 
it was a start and I kept it up.

This is what followed, in a nutshell, 
minus all the fun in between: I realize that 
my living situation is not conducive to 
happiness, so I quickly changed this, and 
moved back home to save money, for all of 
the dreams in my head that were quickly 
solidifying into goals. A few months later, I 
managed to pay off thousands of dollars of 

debt to get back into college. Fast forward: 
I take a photography class that forces me to 
pick up my camera. I get into my first art 
show, sign a lease on a studio space  and 
start booking clients.  Forward: I start taking 
Kung-Fu  and I open myself up to things I 
never thought I could do.  Forward: I garner  
awards in one week for journalism, fiction 
and poetry. Two weeks later, I started an 
internship at an arts and entertainment 
magazine. Forward: More art shows, better 
website, major advertising opportunity, 
more writing, photos, love, travel, and life. 
More life.

All of the above occurred because I 
took a step out into the world, and that 
led me to finding my passion. I’m 25 now, 
and I’ve since learned that passion equates 
to the will to live, not just survive, and 
to succeed. The person I was isn’t even 
comparable to who I am now. I work hard, 
I play hard, I sleep like an infant, and when 
I don’t, when life sucks, I know it will pass 
because I am moving forward.

Get the hell out there. Take a class 
you know nothing about, join a group, 
volunteer someplace you’ve never been. 
Pay attention to what you react positively 
to and keep doing it.  Your passion isn’t 
going to kick down your door and dance in 
front of you while you fall into your weekly 
Netflix trance. Sunlight won’t actually 
sear your skin off and fresh air isn’t that 
poisonous. You have to get yourself out into 
the world and pay attention. Open yourself 
to receive direction. Do something you 
have never done before. Good things come 
to those who manifest. Meet the universe 
halfway. Finding your passion does not 
mean that life isn’t going to occasionally 
suck hard, but it will certainly give you the 
strength to hang on.

And sometimes, do what other people 
say you should do. It is hard to see yourself 
and all that you could possibly achieve, but 
the people around you maybe able to see 
it very clearly. Instead of biting someone’s 
head off for suggesting a direction or idea 
that could unleash your talents, as though 
they are pointing out your unbelievable 
laziness and inability, take it in. You have 
nothing to lose.

For the last 10 years, Michigan has been 
a chaotic place to call home for most. The 
gradual decline of once great cities such as 
Detroit, Flint, Benton Harbor and Lansing 
have cast bleak shadows on the future 
of our great state on the wall of progress. 
Poverty and unemployment rates remain 
on the rise, while social services, burdened 
by overuse, have declined as budgets have 
come crashing down all around us.  Yet, 
despite all of this, the message from western 
Michigan is simple and surprisingly hopeful: 
Growth. 

Growth sweeps down the streets of 
Grand Rapids. Stretching from the far ends of 
division to each downtown shop, breathing 
a new life into one of Michigan’s oldest 
cities. New shops, exhibits, conventions and 
opportunities move seamlessly in and out, 
leaving in their wake the excitement that 
can only stem from progress. 

From our humble roots as a logging 
town, to our establishment as the 
furniture capital of the U.S, Grand Rapids 

has remained a constantly evolving city. 
Through boom times and recessions, Grand 
Rapids has carved a place for itself within 
the culture of Michigan. Now the city has 
begun setting it’s sights on a larger goal: 
nationwide recognition. 

Booming microbrewery after 
microbrewery have carved out a label as one 
of the best beer cities in the U.S. It’s hard to 
walk the downtown streets without finding 
something new, exciting and begging to be 
tried, tasted or experienced. That spirit of 
experience is becoming the new definition 
of what Grand Rapids means. 

Constantly improving transportation 
systems are being implemented, making 
the city safer and easier to travel. The new 
Silver Line bus promises to offer more for 
both residents and tourists, opening up the 
lanes of travel and decreasing congestion 
within the city. Running along the central 
street of Division Avenue, the Silver Line 
will provide a way for casual and daily 
commuters to take advantage of all that 
downtown Grand Rapids has to offer, and 
it’s just one of many public works projects 
underway.

Falling from a record high of 11.5 
percent in 2008, unemployment for the city 
now rests at just 6.5 percent, rejecting both 
the state (8.4 percent) and the national (7.6 
percent) average. Crime rates have fallen 
33 percent in 10 years. While the state of 
Michigan watches cities, such as Flint 
and Detroit, struggle with bankruptcies, 
p o p u l a t i o n 
decreases and 
ove r w h e l m i n g 
poverty, Grand 
Rapids has 
stepped into 
the limelight, 
increasing services 
for people, 
opportunities for 
its residents, and 
many reasons for 
tourists to make 
GR their first 
destination.  

Grand Rapids 
embodies the best 
qualities of our 
great state. When 

people imagine Michigan, visuals shift to 
dark Detroit alleys and sweeping poverty, 
but definitions are changing. From the ashes 
of Detroit’s downfall has come a new leader 
in the state in commerce and opportunity. 
That city is Grand Rapids, and the future for 
this constantly evolving city shows nothing 
but promise.

Editor’s note: This letter was received by 
the Student Life office from an employee 
of Fountain Street Church, across Fountain 
Street from the Olivarez Student Plaza.

My name is Ryan McCarthy and I work 
over at Fountain Street Church, just across 
the way...

Fred Wooden, our Senior Minister, has 
tasked me with overseeing some building 
issues. Things are coming along, but now 
that the school year has started, it seems 
as though there is an additional item I 
was unaware of. Partially due to GRCC 
being a non-smoking campus, and FSC’s 
proximity to the college, we appear to be 
sharing some space/people back and forth. 
Our steps are comfortable and are an easy 
walk from the college, and we of course 
welcome the students to be cozy on our 
property. The slight difficulties I am facing 
are the amount of trash left, cigarette butts 
everywhere, and a general lack of respect 
for our property. Since we are directly 
downtown, of course we will attract people 
no matter what time of day, but it is tough 
to police the property. 

Although we try to keep up with 
the clean up, and are not ‘blaming’ the 
students for all the mess I wonder if there 
is a possibility of some assistance. Not sure 
what that might be, but maybe a note in 
your bulletins/newspaper? Just a couple 
words about cleaning up after themselves 
and being aware of the fact that we are a 
multi-use facility that quite regularly hosts 
large private events. So, there may be times 
when they are very kindly asked to remove 
themselves from the property, or at least 
keep the cig smoke away from the building 
and not block our steps. 

If there is a way to maybe add another 
trash can or ashtray, those could help. 
Honestly, I am not quite sure... I realize 
that FSC’s property stops at the sidewalk 
and that makes it difficult to ask people to 
move. We do not want to come across as 
anything but welcoming, but the students 
need to realize our relationship is a give 
and take. Might be better coming from an 
official capacity, rather than an FSC staffer. 

I welcome any thoughts regarding this 
issue. I have attached some photos from 
earlier today and they reflect what we have 
seen each day. Just want to keep everything 
smooth.

Thanks for your time and please feel 
free to contact me directly.

Ryan

Fountain Street Church 
to smokers: 

Grand Rapids: An evolving community

Pictures of the garbage and cigarette 
butts littered outside Fountain Street 
Church, and on an ArtPrize exhibit.

Writing on the wall of  Fountain Street 
Church facing the sidewalk.

By Elyse Wild
Collegiate Staff

By Jerry Jones
Collegiate Staff

Tom McAleese/Collegiate Staff



8 ArtPrize 9ArtPrizeSeptember 24, 2013September 24, 2013
www.thecollegiatelive.com www.thecollegiatelive.com

“Every year we have all new art, many 
(from) brand new artists, and a whole new 
experience to offer to the visitors who come 
to see the exhibits each year, ” Herring said. 
“This year we will be using venues like 
Calder Plaza much more, which is a venue 
in the past we have not put a ton of art at.” 

Herring said that his favorite part of 
ArtPrize is simply “seeing people experience 
new things. Grand Rapids allows 400,000 
people to come together to experience new 
things through art. The worst part of my job 
is simply seeing everything taken down on 
October 6. Everything that we work for all 
year to pull together is well worth it at that 
point.” 

The GRCC Student Guide 

to ArtPrize

• GRCC has two exhibits on our campus. 
On the fourth floor of the Main Building 
in the Collins Art Gallery, several pieces 
are featured, as well as in Spectrum 
Theater. 

• Spectrum Theater: 160 Fountain St. NE, 
5-8 p.m. Mondays through Thursdays, 
noon to 8 p.m. Fridays and Saturdays, 
and noon to 6 p.m. Sundays.

• Collins Art Gallery: Fourth floor, Main 
Building, 143 Bostwick Ave. NE, 
Mondays through Thursdays, noon to 
8 p.m Fridays and Saturdays, and noon 
to 6 p.m. Sundays.

• If you have more than just a few 
minutes between classes to hit up some 
venues, head to The B.O.B, and Amway 
Grand Plaza–both within walking 
distance of GRCC, and are a great way 
to see many pieces of ArtPrize all at 
once. On your walk to these locations 
other key art venues are along the way. 

• The museums in the area- Ford Museum, 
Grand Rapids Public Museum, Urban 
Institute for Contemporary Art, and the 
Grand Rapids Art Museum also have 
great displays both inside and outside 
of the museums. For the first week 
and a half of ArtPrize many artists will 
be standing by their pieces, talking to 
people and trying to get votes. If you 
want to meet an artist of a specific 
piece, that beginning time is when you 
should do it. 

• The ArtPrize app is a free download, 
and it includes a way to register to 
vote, a full list of every piece of art 
registered, and every venue that has 
pieces of ArtPrize art in it. 

• Art bike tours are running at three 
different times throughout ArtPrize. 
It costs $5 to participate, and it goes 
through many of the major venues of 
ArtPrize. 

• Among other activities happening at 
ArtPrize, there will be ArtWalks going 
on at various different times as a tour of 
many big venues of ArtPrize. There are 
also many opportunities to hear guest 
speakers at The Hub during ArtPrize.  

• To find out more information, vist 
www.artprize.org.  

ArtPrize 
takes over 
Grand Rapids

Continued 
from page 1

Above: Hilo-Sacred Geometry by Kimberly Toogood at Devos Place 
Convention Center 

At right, clockwise:  Myth-or-Logic by Robin Protz and “An Artful Home” 
by Sharon Lange inside Amway Grand Plaza, Giant Quackers by David 
Seitzinger & Gary Cacchione at Grand Rapids Public Museum, Monty, a 
dog gone dragon by John Andrews at Barnes & Thornburg LLP, Imminent 
Attack by Brian Peterson at West Coast Coffee, two women looking at 
Patrick McKearnan’s untitled work outside of DeVos Convention Center, 
Matt Kilroy of Grand Rapids performs as “The Irish Street Musician: Celtic 
Kilroy,” Silkwaves in the Grand by Al & Laurie Roberts in the Grand River 

Jacquelyn Zeman/Collegiate Staff
All photos by Sarah Davis, Photo Editor,

 ecept where otherwise noted
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Mohican Warrior
Stone sculpture made from 900 pounds of stone from the Black Hills.
Venue: B.O.B 

Artist: Roger Wermers
From: South Dakota

What was your inspiration? 
“I was inspired by Mount Rushmore and Crazy Horse, both being carved in South 
Dakota. When I was young I had always been artistic, I saw what the other artists 
were doing and a lot of them were using Indians and mountain men as their subjects. “

How long did it take to create your entry? 
“The piece that’s the ArtPrize entry took eight months, and ‘Raw Stone’ took two 
months.” The ArtPrize entry is also featured with stone sculptures that demonstrate the 
stages of creating the final piece. 

What was the most challenging part? 
“The stone is very hard, which was good for holding the detail. Also, the sculpture is 
900 pounds which made moving it to the venue a challenge.“

What would you do with the money if you win? 
“We would buy a nice camera and a riding lawn mower. We’ll invest the rest.”

By Erica Horoky

Garden Illusions
Plastic 
Venue: Calder Plaza

Artist: Timothy Jones
Age: 52
From: Jackson, Mich.

What was your inspiration? 
“I like to tinker (with) things, experiment, and create something new. I was also 
challenged; People telling me that I can’t do it inspired me to complete it.”

How long did it take to create your entry? 
“It took five months. I worked four days a week during four months and seven days a 
week during one month.”

What was the most challenging part? 
“Believing in yourself when everyone else tells you to stop.”

How are people responding to your artwork?
“Positively. People love the color and motion. They give me ideas to improve the work 
and emotional support.”

What would you do with the money if you win? 
“I’d pay off student loans.”

By Carla Villasana-Acosta 

Childhood Desires
Sticks, paper, fabric, and pinewood
Venue: Calder Plaza

Artist: Sebastian Salamanca Huet
Age: 23
From: Queretaro, Mexico 

What was your inspiration? 
“My work is always a self-reference of my life. This time, I recalled my childhood. I imagine that there 
are childhood dreams trapped in trees because they were abandoned. Every kite represents a forgotten 
childhood dream.”

How long did it take to create your entry? 
“I first presented it in Mexico in February. Then it had to be recreated and expanded to adapt it here. The 
process took five months.”

What was the most challenging part? 
“The biggest challenge was to expand the piece to present it in an international context.”

How are people responding to your artwork?
“They like it. They like the kites’ shapes and colors. They understand the entry’s message without much 
explanation.”

What would you do with the money if you win? 
“I would continue my career in Mexico.”

By Carla Villasana-Acosta 

Hilo Sacred 
Geometry
Steel Structure
Venue: Devos Place Convention 
Center

Artist: 
Kimberly Toogood
Age: 48
From: Portage, Mich.

What was your inspiration? 
“I really enjoy Buckminster Fuller’s 
Geodesic Dome and it inspired me to 
create my piece.”

How long did it take to create your 
entry? 
“It took about a month’s time to create 
all the parts of my  piece, which I then 
assembled once I got to Grand Rapids, 
prior to the beginning of ArtPrize.”
What was the most challenging part? 
“The most difficult part of this experience 
has been trying to see my piece in mind’s 
eye without actually seeing it prior to 
arriving in Grand Rapids and setting it 
up.”

Do you have a background in art? 
“I moved into being an artist at age 40. 
I currently work to turn geodesic domes 
into challenge courses, which is also why 
I decided to be a part of ArtPrize.”

What would you do with the money if 
you win? 
“If I were to win the money I would pay a 
bunch of bills. What I’d really like to win 
is best use of urban space.”

By Shelby Corliss

Artist Profiles

Erica Horoky/Collegiate Staff

Jacquelyn Zeman/Collegiate Staff

Carla Villasana-Acosta/Collegiate Staff

Carla Villasana-Acosta/Collegiate Staff
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Professor Katie Prins opens the door to 
101 Cook Hall, her new students nervously 
awaiting to begin their semester at Grand 
Rapids Community College. Prins walks 
past the desks nodding with a smile to the 
fresh faces that welcome the new semester. 
She rests her bag on the front desk and she 
starts to remove her class list from her binder. 
Reading through the list, she begins to check 
attendance for her Intro to Deaf Culture 
course, but the class doesn’t hear her call 
their names.

Instead, they hear another woman do it 
for her, an interpreter sitting in the front row 
of the classroom.

Deaf since birth, Prins utilizes sign 
language and communicates to her students 
with the aid of her interpreter, Vicki Woolf. 

Prins, 33, of Caledonia, grew up in San 
Diego, California. She experienced a childhood 
filled with a supportive family, though she 
smiled when recalling the annoyance of her 
siblings turning off the closed captioning 
on the TV when she would leave the room: 
“They knew I was coming right back!” Prins 
signed while grinning to her class.

Prins describes what she can actually 
hear as: “…hearing some high pitches, but 
no low pitches.” During her class, Prins said 
that while hearing aids can help, they also 
amplify the high pitches she can hear, and 
therefore are not worth the trouble. Through 
her interpreter, Prins explains that she has 30 
percent hearing in one ear and 10 percent in 
the other, categorized as severe to profound 

deafness.
When asked why she decided to go 

into teaching, Prins’ answer was simple: 
she wanted students to have a professor that 
could make them understand deaf culture 
in the best way possible – by having a deaf 
person do it, firsthand. 

“I like being able to share the stories of my 
life with people taking the class, because they 
learn more from a deaf person, themselves, 
rather than someone else who is not deaf and 
doesn’t have the same experience.”

Beginning her sixth year of teaching 
at GRCC with the Language and Thought 
department, you’d be surprised to find out 
that this is only her side job. She works full-
time as the executive director at the Deaf and 
Hard of Hearing Services. Combining both 
jobs together, Prins estimates that she works 
about 55 to 60 hours every week.

“I like to keep myself busy,” Prins 
laughed. 

Prins earned a bachelor’s degree in 
English and Creative Writing from California 
State Northridge, and a master’s degree in 
business administration from the University 
of Sioux Falls.

At the DHHS, Prins is responsible for 
making sure everything is running smoothly.

“I run the everyday things of the office, 
making sure there is enough money for 
programs, making sure the agency is in good 
standing,” she said. “…It’s really hard to fit 
it into one explanation, because there are so 
many things involved.”

When answering what has been her 
biggest teaching challenge, Prins thought 

for a couple seconds 
before signing: “All 
of the students I’ve 
had have been really 
great to work with,” 
she said, “I think at 
the beginning of the 
semester, when I 
explain to everybody 
how to use the 
interpreters in the 
classroom, and how 
to talk directly to me, 
or one-on-one, I can 
do that without an 
interpreter. So, just 
(students) getting 
used to having a deaf 
teacher and using the 
interpreter.”

The stigma 
Prins faces most 
often, she reveals, 
is that “(People think) deaf people have a 
harder time learning, just because they can’t 
hear,” she said. “We can do everything else 
– there’s no ‘buts’ with it, I don’t think of 
myself as deaf, I see myself as normal; so I 
don’t understand why they treat me different, 
but I think it’s them…it’s not me.”

Prins’ message is simple: She is not 
different from any other person, and 
that everyone is given advantages and 
disadvantages in life and people work around 
them. 

“(It’s incredible) how far she’s gotten. 
She was born deaf, and she doesn’t let it 

change who she is,” said Kali Ralston, 19, a 
student in her class, “Her message is that no 
matter what, you just have to power through 
what life throws at you.”

Her accomplishments can be noted from 
her Master’s and Bachelor’s degrees, but 
also from the way Prins carries herself. Even 
without speaking, Prins’ sense of humor 
and positive attitude comes through her sign 
language and almost constant smile. If you 
asked Prins what it’s like to be deaf, she might 
tell you, like she told her class, that she’s “…
come to enjoy the silence.”

Enjoying the Silence
By Josh Diendorf
Collegiate Staff

How to start a 
student organization

Sarah Ross returns home after 
three months in Germany

Professor Katie Prins teaches her class through the use of  
sign language.

Joining a club gives students the 
opportunity to meet new people, make new 
friends, and raise their self-confidence all 
the while doing something they enjoy.

Grand Rapids Community College 
offers over 30 clubs and organizations to its 
students. These range from organizations 
such as the Anime Club to the Fashion 
& Design Club; the Hispanic Student 
Organization to the Biodiversity Club, and 
many more. 

But, what if a student can’t seem to 
find his/her niche in any of the numerous 
clubs available? Simple. They may start 
their own club. 

“They can do that by meeting with me 
first and then taking the steps after that,” 
said Liz Tyrell, GRCC Student Life Event 
Specialist. Tyrell confirmed that GRCC is 
in fact receptive and encouraging towards 
students looking to start a new organization. 
“It’s what we do,” said Tyrell. 

Starting a club isn’t necessarily  as 
difficult as one may assume. Eric Zandstra, 
one of the founders of the new Swing Dance 
Club at GRCC, explained how he and his 
club-mates handled the process. “It wasn’t 
that hard really, we just divided the tasks 
between us,” said Zandstra. 

So, what exactly does the process of 
creating a new club look like? Below are 
the step-by-step instructions on how to start 
your own club:

• Contact the GRCC Student Life Center: 
First, you must get in touch with the 
Student Life Event Specialist, Liz Tyrell 
to review the organization you wish to 
begin, so that you may know what to 
expect throughout the process.

• Design a Constitution: Next, you must 
write and create a constitution for 
your club or organization. This should 
outline how the club will be run and 
established. There are constitution 
templates available online at the GRCC 
website listed above.

• Begin Recruitment: As you begin 
devising your constitution, you may 
begin to recruit members and an 
advisor for your club. You must have 
at least 10 students currently enrolled 
at GRCC that are willing to join, in 
order to be recognized as a student 
organization. You must also recruit a 
full time GRCC employee to serve as an 
advisor. This person should then turn 
in a letter of intent to the Student Life 
Director that displays their interest and 
responsibilities to your organization.

• Assign an Executive Committee: You 
must determine the student leaders 
who will temporarily be responsible for 
the formation and management of the 
club. At least two students who serve 
on the executive committee must be 
in good academic and social standing. 
Once the organization holds its first 
official election, the positions may be 
reassigned. 

• Submit an Application: Finally, 
you must submit a New Student 
Organization Application (available 
online), along with your club advisor 
and executive committee contacts, 
constitution, and group roster.

Please visit www.grcc.edu/involvement 
for a more detailed list of the process, 
resources, and information on starting a 
new organization at GRCC.

By Sara Juarez
Collegiate Staff

The Grand Rapids Community College 
student who spent three months in 
Germany interning and taking classes, is 
back on campus after her adventure abroad.

Sarah Ross, 24, Grand Rapids was one 
of 10 students to receive a Work Immersion 
Study Scholarship from Baden-Württemberg 
Stiftung, a non-profit foundation in 
Germany.

“I am glad to be back,” Ross said. 
“It was a bit of a culture shock. Beer is 
cheaper than the water; there is no free 
water in restaurants. There is no such thing 
as air conditioning over there. We walked 
everywhere, and when I wasn’t walking I 
was on a train probably once a week.”

Ross was set up with a job at a local 
manufacturing plant, which her host family 
also happened to own.

“I worked at Hemmerlein Metall 
Technik,” Ross said. “ I mostly did welding, 
milling and drilling. It was fun. They had 
some different techniques that I was able 
to learn over there. All of the machines 
were in German or Russian, so that got a bit 

confusing at times. ”
Despite taking 

German classes at 
GRCC, Ross still 
had to learn how to 
communicate with 
actual Germans.

“One of the 
things I learned 
most over there was 
the language,” she 
said. “They are very forward, so I had to get 
used to that. I went with other Americans, 
so when we were with each other we spoke 
English. When I wasn’t by them, I only 
spoke German.”

Ross became somewhat of a celebrity 
in the local community.

“They were freaking out about it,” Ross 
said. “They were really excited about it. I 
had some politicians visit me, and the local 
newspaper came by. I guess I didn’t think it 
was a big deal. They were especially excited 
that I was a girl. There are barely any girls 
who work in that field in Germany. Even 
the reactions I got from women over there, 
they would say ‘Oh my gosh, that’s a man’s 
job,’ where as here, it’s not as big of a deal.”

Ross currently works at Rapid-
Line, a metal manufacturing plant here 
in Grand Rapids. She has one year left 
before she graduates with her tooling and 
manufacturing associate’s degree. 

“I plan on staying at Rapid-Line for a 
while,” Ross said. “In the future, I would 
like to work for a German-American 
company, like Bentler Automotive, Stihl, 
and Siemens. There are actually quite a few. 
I would love to go back to work and live 
there.”

Ross

By Zachary Watkins
Collegiate Staff

Sarah Ross at work at a manufacturing 
plant in Germany.

Jacquelyn Zeman/Collegiate Staff
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After two weeks of construction, farm-
to-table restaurant Cult Pizza reopened its 
doors earlier this month to show off a brand 
new kitchen and significant menu change- 
local meats. The owner of the former vegan 
pizzeria may have changed the menu, 
but his mission to provide affordable 
yet sustainable, organic meals to Grand 
Rapidians of every class remains the same. 

If you haven’t heard of Cult Pizza (or 
the edgier CVLT ), plan a visit 
to 10 Jefferson Ave. Right next 
door to the vegan Bartertown 
Diner, the pizzeria was 
aptly named as it has gained 
quite a cult following. Ryan 
Cappelletti, owner of Cult and 
founder of Bartertown Diner, 
has been making what he calls 
a “neighborhood” out of the 
little street since he opened 
Bartertown in 2010. 

Since then he has passed on the 
ownership of the diner to five of his former 
employees, demonstrating his mission 
of equal worker-focused and operated 
ownership.  

In April 2013, Cappelletti broadened 
his reach and decided to challenge the 

status quo with the opening of Cult. Teamed 
up with a dedicated crew, local artists Tom 
Jenkins and Charles State, graphic designer 
Dylan Gunnet, and a group of local farms 
such as Ham Family, Green Wagon, Mud 
Lake, and Uptown Farms, Cappelletti set off 
to create Grand Rapids’ first farm-to-table 
vegan pizzeria. 

It didn’t take long for Cult to find 
its niche by providing a unique dining 
environment and a plethora of vegetarian 
options. However, changes needed to be 

made to the young business so 
the restaurant closed its doors 
for two weeks. After much 
collaborative decision making, 
the addition of local meats to 
the menu, and the construction 
of a larger kitchen, Cult has 
been given a fresh start. 

“We’re looking at it like 
It’s our first time opening, as if 
before was a practice run,” said 
Cappelletti. “Now we feel like 

we’re really open.”
Besides the arcade, eccentric local art, 

and delicious pizzas such as the Summer 
Pie and The Annihilater, what makes Cult 
so different? 

Cappelletti pointed out that there are 
194 pizza joints in Grand Rapids. How do 

you open a pizzeria 
distinctive enough 
to not just become 
the 195th? Part of 
Cult’s success can 
be found in the 
unique vision that 
Cappelletti and the 
staff share. “Cult 
is not for profit’s 
sake,” he said. 
“There are better 
ways to make 
money, but this 
business is about 
being sustainable. 
This restaurant is a 
project; it was set 
out to create a change. We’re trying to open 
people’s minds through food.” 

Cult is different because it focuses on 
ensuring sustainability and quality, but also 
affordability and accessibility. If there’s any 
reason to shy away from replacing the Big 
Mac with a more nutritious organic meal, 
it’s the price, especially for college students. 
However, Cappelletti’s focus on customers 
over profit has ensured that prices (around 
$8-$14 per pie) stay in a range that almost 
everyone can afford.  Cult’s mission is to not 
only provide their ingredients from ethical, 

trusted local farms, but to also ensure that 
it’s not a commodity food.  

“We wanted it so that anyone from 
a college student to the middle class can 
afford it. Cult is for everybody in that sense, 
“ Cappelletti said. 

Cult is open 4-10 p.m., seven days a 
week, with delivery until 9:45 p.m. You 
can find their daily specials and updates on 
their Facebook page, while their menu is on 
www.cultpizza.com.

Cult Pizza revamps for fresh start

The redisigned interior of Cult Pizza on Jefferson Avenue 
that reopened earlier this month.

If You Go
Cult Pizza
10 Jefferson Ave. SE
www.cultpizza.com

Every Day
4 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Delivery until 9:45 p.m.

Int’l Guitar 
Series hosts 
Laurence Juber

Beginning this October there will be 
an international guitar series held here at 
Grand Rapids Community College. The 
series will be composed of four concerts, 
each night featuring a different artist. They 
will be held in the Recital hall (Room 200) 
of the GRCC Music Center.

The first of these four concerts will be 
ex-Wings lead guitarist, Laurence Juber, 
from England. Juber is world renown 
for not only his playing style but also for 
his unparalleled composition. Labeled: 
“a master” by Pete Townsend, Juber has 
released 22 solo albums and has been 
featured on a multitude of soundtracks 
including Dirty Dancing, Good Will 
Hunting, and Pocahontas. His highly 
anticipated performance will be Thursday, 
October 3 at 7:30 PM.

More info on the series can be found at 
http://bit.ly/15G6nwk, where ticket pricing 
and parking information will be posted. 

By Jacob Palmer
Collegiate Staff

If you’re looking for an unconventional 
theatre experience, look no further than the 
latest Actors’ Theatre production, sponsored 
by Grand Rapids Community College, “Love! 
Valour! Compassion!”. 

The award-winning three act play by 
renowned playwright Terrence McNally 
makes use of interwoven flashbacks, dual-
roles, and even frequent demolition of the 
revered fourth wall to deliver a memorable 
plot. 

Divided across three weekends: 
Memorial Day, Fourth of July, and Labor 
Day, each with their own act, the story 
focuses on eight men, all homosexual, all 
friends and lovers. 

The level of diversity in the actors 
and the characters they play help to break 
down stereotypes of how gay men look or 

act. From the reserved, studious Arthur, 
played by Kyle Jurassic, to Jeffrey Williams’ 
portrayal of the loud and flamboyant Buzz, 
to Owen McIntee’s blind character Bobby, 
men from all backgrounds and walks of life 
are represented in this play.

“These issues are so universal, so 
human, you may not be in a gay relationship 
with someone who’s dying from aids, but we 
all have those relationships and obligations,” 
said Director Jolene Frankey. “It’s the same 
picture just with different colors you know?”

 Ideas shared are not specific to 
the gay community however, as anyone 
can appreciate the universal truths 
explored through the character’s complex 
relationships and medical issues.

“It’s real time, they break the fourth 
wall all the time, speaking directly to you. 
It’s very self aware. It’s a lot of fun, very 
challenging, but a lot of fun,” said Frankey 
when discussing why the Theatre Play 
Selection Committee decided to run with 
this particular production. 

Frankey is excited about the play’s high 
level of energy, as well as its dance-like 
quality which can be contributed to the high 
number of actors on stage. “There’s a lot to 

watch to get the whole picture,” she said.  
The controversial nature of the play, 

especially for when it was written in 1994, 
means it is not the first choice for more 
mainstream venues. One such controversial 
decision was the inclusion of full male 
nudity. 

“It’s not family theatre, you’re not 
bringing your little ones into it, but 
thinking, intelligent, feeling adults I think 
are certainly going to enjoy it,” Frankey 
said. 

 When asked if she would like to 
continue working with Actors’ Theatre, 
Frankey stated: “I love Actors’ Theatre. I 
love how progressive and forward thinking 
they are. They support those edgier, radical 
pieces of theatre.”

Actors’ Theatre is located at 160 
Fountain Street on the GRCC campus, 
inside the Spectrum Theater. The “Love! 
Valour! Compassion!” production runs 
Thursday through Saturday at 8 p.m. 
General admission is $24, while students 
and seniors are $20. However, students can 
bring their student IDs to the ticket office 
45 minutes prior to the show for a reduced 
ticket price of $10.

‘Love! Valour! Compassion!’

By Caleb Day
Collegiate Staff

Award-winning, 
controversial play 
latest from Actors’ 
Theatre

Laurence Juber will perform as part of  
GRCC’s International Guitar Series on 
Oct. 3.

Castmembers of Love! Valour! Compassion! (from left) Joe Worth, Owen McIntee, Kyle Jurassic, Benjy Schirm, Jeffrey 
Williams rehearse a musical number choreographed in the play.

By Erica Horocky
Collegiate Staff

Shelby Corliss/Collegiate Staff

Courtesy Photo

Caleb Day/Collegiate Staff



The day before flocks of tourists 
descended on Grand Rapids during the 
start of ArtPrize, Vault of Midnight opened 
with a quiet yet firm mission: To bring geek 
culture to the mainstream of downtown 
Grand Rapids. 

Featuring comics, board games, local 
art and collectors memorabilia, Vault of 
Midnight began with a flash. 

“Seven days ago this place was 
completely empty,” says manager Nick 

Yribar on opening 
day, “We had been 
looking to expand 
into Grand Rapids, 
and when the 
opportunity came 
up, we had to act 
quickly”

This will be the 
second location of 
Vault of Midnight, 
which has gained 
w i d e s p r e a d 
popularity in Ann 
Arbor for featuring 
comics and board 
games in a way that 
appeals to everyone 
from dedicated fans 

to casual shoppers. Their uniquely designed 
storefront is easily noticeable on 95 Monroe 
in downtown Grand Rapids. Everything 
from the outward design to the layout of the 
store is intended to be welcoming to fans of 
all levels. 

“We want people to know that Vault 
of Midnight is for more than just hardcore 
fans, it’s for everybody,” Yribar said, “We 
have something for everyone. We like to 
think everyone loves comic books, they just 
don’t know it yet.”

Coming from Ann Arbor, Vault of 
Midnight owner Curtis Sullivan was 
searching for an area with the same 
potential as the bustling college town. They 
needed a city with a growing art scene and 
plenty of opportunity. 

“We had a successful store along Main 
Street in Ann Arbor, and we started to 
think, why was it so successful? We kept 
coming back to the location and the walk by 
traffic,” Sullivan tells me, “Good beer, good 
coffee, museums, venues. The similarities 
between Ann Arbor and Grand Rapids were 
striking.”

Once decided, the process moved 
quickly.  

“A year ago we had this idea. Ninety 
days ago we decided to make it official and 

seven days ago, 
we began building 
the store. Grand 
Rapids is picking 
up incredibly. The 
culture is exploding 
and we knew Vault 
of Midnight would 
do well here, we 
also knew we 
would have to 
move fast,” Yribar 
said.

The current 
culture of art and geek agrees. Opening day 
was chaotic as a steady stream of customers 
paraded into the shop. Although not the 
first comic shop to enter Grand Rapids, its 
entry as an already well-established store to 
the downtown lineup means a lot for Grand 
Rapids residents and the expansion of the 
city. 

“We want every human being in Grand 
Rapids to walk through these doors and get 
to experience Vault of Midnight,” explained 
Sullivan.

“Were excited for the future of both the 
store and the city,” Yibar said.

 Judging from opening day foot traffic, 
it seems Grand Rapids is, too.

Ann Arbor-based comic book shop open downtown
Vault of Midnight 
opens second 
location just in 
time for ArtPrize
By Jerry Jones
Collegiate Staff

Vault of Midnight opened in downtown Grand Rapids on Sept. 
17.

If You Go
Vault of 
Midnight
95 Monroe Center NW
vaultofmidnight.com

Mon. – Sat.
10 a.m. – 10 p.m.
Sun.
11 p.m. – 8 p.m.
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In the wild, you have two choices, 
to be the hunter or the prey. The CW’s 
strategic reality show, “Capture” featured 
the sibling dynamic duo, James and 
Rebecca Wallington, formerly of West 
Michigan. Working together, they acted as 
both hunters and prey as they fought to win 
a $250,000 grand prize.

James, a 2009 graduate of Grand Rapids 
Community College, and Rebecca, a senior 
at Michigan State University, competed as 
a team on the show that first aired July 30, 
with 12 teams of two, but now only four 
teams remain. 

Each week, a single team has a 
maximum of two days to hunt and capture 
two other teams within a 400,000 acre 
forest to avoid being eliminated.

While on the show, teams use the 
supply station, where they are given 
food and other necessary items, but are 
otherwise forced to rely on survival skills 
for other resources.

Every episode gives viewers a taste of 
two four-hour hunts, crunched down into 
an hours’ time.

The hunting ground may not be deadly, 
but it is treacherous.

Food and water are scarce, while time 
and rest are rare.

James said he and Rebecca had an idea 
about what the show was going to be like, 
but did not expect the extreme conditions 
they were going to be thrown into.

“We knew it was going to be tough, 
but with the first 24 hours of the game 
starting with rain and hail, I think every 
team learned quickly that we were in for a 
wild ride”.

Teams are constantly on the move, 
in hopes of hiding from or catching other 
teams.

The Hunters use strategy and GPS 
technology to track down the other teams, 
while the prey use high tech gear that forces 
them to always be on the move.

When it comes to elimination, if 
two teams are captured successfully, the 
remaining teams vote to eliminate one. 
If the hunting team only captures one 
team, they become the second team up for 

elimination.
If the hunting team fails to capture 

another team within 24 hours, they 
automatically are the team eliminated.

Although, James’ and Rebecca were 
the fifth team to be captured and their wild 
journey came to an end, the Lime team 
didn’t go down without a fight.  

The last few days of the Lime Team’s 
journey on the show, “I was very dehydrated 
which caused a lot of physical limitations to 
our game,” James said.

He said, his body was giving out on 
him, but mentally he was stronger than 
ever and wanted to keep pushing himself.

Due to his condition in their last 
episode of the show, the dynamic duo made 
the decision to go to the supply station, 
where they could get food and water, which 
ultimately led them to getting captured. 
However, it was a risk they were willing to 
take since food and water are so vital in a 
survival situation.

 “Dehydration was no joke out there in 
the forest,” James said.

Through this life changing experience, 
James said, “I learned that I’m a lot stronger 
than I give myself credit for and that my 
sister Rebecca and I make quite the team.”

Since the age of 13 James’s dream has 
been to be on a competition reality show 
and to share the experience with his sister 
was the “cherry on top,” he said.

This experience also did wonders for 
the sibling’s relationship. Since they were 
disconnected from the outside world, they 
only had each other.

They were forced to solely rely and 
lean on each other every step of the way.

Leaving the forest behind, the lime 
team went out with a “no regrets” mentality. 
They stuck true to who they were and grew 
stronger in their relationship and James 
said, “that is more special than anything”.

Besides his recent fame on reality 
television, James is currently enjoying life 
in Hollywood, and he is also a host on 
AfterBuzzTV.com.

Rebecca is attending MSU and applying 
to schools to pursue her master’s degree.

Catch more episodes of “Capture” 
Tuesdays at 9 p.m on the CW, as the 
remaining four teams fight to win $250,000.

GRCC alum featured in ‘Capture’
By Shelby Corliss
A&E Editor

If there’s one thing anyone can learn 
from watching The Family, it is twenty 
different ways to say the word “f*ck.”

And given how many f-bombs are 
present in this movie, it will certainly leave 
some sort of impression on you whether 
you yourself use that word or not. One 
f-bomb after another is present in this crime 
movie, though the actors use the word in 
a different way each time to keep it from 
becoming old and corny.

Robert De Niro heads this particular 
family in the role of Giovanni Maznoni, a 
former crime boss who snitched on his mob 
and relocated to a small town in Normandy. 
Under the alias of “Fred Blake,” Giovanni, 
along with his wife Maggie (Michelle 
Pfeiffer), daughter Belle (Diana Agron) and 
son Warren (John D’Leo), tries to lead a 
normal existence under the watchful eye 
of FBI agent Stansfield (Tommy Lee Jones). 
But as the saying goes, old habits die hard, 

as Giovanni proves when his antics get out 
of hand and, inadvertently, tip his location 
off to the vengeful 
mob boss he 
snitched on. From 
there, the movie 
becomes a chaotic 
stirring of gunfire 
and emotions (and 
f-bombs). Each 
of the movie’s 
subplots comes to a 
head when the mob 
comes knocking on 
Giovanni’s door. 

But don’t worry, this film isn’t all 
violence. The subplots are some of the 
warmest and sometimes funniest parts 
of the movie. From Giovanni writing his 
memoirs and Maggie blowing up a grocery 
store to Belle trying to seduce her math 
teacher and Warren rising through the 
school ranks, The Family throws a lot at 
you at once but keeps you on course to the 
ending of the film. This crime movie has 
everything you could ask for in such a film.

Kingpin of crime movies

When people think about what defines a 
community college, the word “community,” 
ironically, isn’t something that usually 
first springs to mind. Community college 
students often go to class and immediately 
leave to go to work or back home. This 
suggests that community colleges do not 
foster a sense of community that would 
be seen at a university like Grand Valley 
State University, where students live 
together in dorms.  This is where Grand 
Rapids Community College is striving to be 
different.

Recently GRCC hosted Club Days that 
gave students a chance to find out about 
campus clubs and organizations.

  “The school is wonderful creating 
a good environment for each of the different 

clubs … without the help of the school, 
this club would not be here,” said Kyle 
Brethauer, chairman of the GRCC College 
Republicans.

GRCC offers more than fourteen clubs 
and student organizations, giving students 
a wide variety to choose from.

Ross L. Pike, president of Women’s 
Issues Now (WIN), GRCC College Democrats 
and treasurer of the Black Student Union 
(BSU) is taking full advantage of the amount 
of clubs that GRCC has to offer. “There are 
lots of clubs,” he said, “If a student names 
an interest I guarantee you we can find a 
club that they can join or it’s very easy to 
start a club.”

Students interested in getting involved 
in the GRCC community can go to the 
Student Life Office to get more information 
about campus clubs or visit www.grcc.
orgsync.com

By Sam Vandersluis
Collegiate Staff

Put the ‘community’ back 
in Community College

By Sean Walker
Collegiate Staff

‘The Family’ 
stays on target

Jerry Jones/Collegiate Staff

Courtesy Photo
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Open House

Wednesday
October 16

2 cOnvenient times:
11 am - 1 pm / 4 - 6 pm

Applied technology center

Room 124

Ferris state
University
Grand Rapids

Ferris College oF Business 
Programs oFFered at grCC:
BaChelor’s degrees
Business Administration BS
Business Administration BS - Professional  
 Track (Culinary)
Computer Information Systems BS
Computer Information Technology BS -  
 Systems Administration and Security
Hotel Management BS
Information Security and Intelligence BS

CertiFiCates 
Homeland Security:  
 Digital Security & Forensics
Hotel Management 
Human Resource Management
Leadership and Supervision

Come to the Ferris 
College of Business 
open house to learn 
how your GRCC 
credits can transfer 
to a Ferris bachelor’s 
degree.  See how 
Ferris works with 
GRCC to provide 
financial aid so 
you can earn your 
bachelor’s degree 
locally and affordably. 

RsvP 
to angela morris 

by October 7 
angelamorris@ferris.edu 

or (616) 643-5728

Ferris @ grCC Business 
oPen house

Lunch will be provided for the first session and 
light refreshments for the evening session. 
RSVP required for lunch or refreshments.



Grand Rapids Community College 
student Marc Lehman may be an average guy 
when it comes to being a student, but what 
makes him above average is his drive to run, 
stay fit and eat healthy. He has been running 
since high school and loves to be around 
people who share his interest in staying fit. As 
a result, Lehman is starting a club, called The 
Fitness Club, for students who are in need 

of motivation to work out. Lehman’s hope 
is to connect students on campus who are 
searching for workout partners. Along with 
staying in shape, Lehman sees this as a way 
for students to meet others who share the 
same interests. Because more students may 
want to make time for working out (using 
our state-of-the-art athletic facilities offered 
by The Raiders Card, mind you) Lehman 
said there may be a rise in the use of Ford 
Fieldhouse, adding “that would be a good 
problem to have.”

Ensuring an environment of inclusion, 
Lehman encourages all types of exercise in his 
vision to create a community of healthy and 
fit students. Club activities include weight 
lifting, basketball, walking and running with 
partners, and even golf. This club is aimed at 
working together and forming a community 
of students that love to work out, stay fit, and 
be healthy.

Lehman believes students who work 
out together are better equipped to stay 
motivated and make living a healthy life a 
daily routine. Working out alone can have it’s 
perks, but working out as a team has proven 
to be essential in forming strong bonds that 
will not only benefit students in the gym, but 
in the classroom as well.

Many students do not have the 
opportunity to play sports in college, but 
Lehman is offering the opportunity to be part 
of a program that provides all the benefits 
of being part of a team. One of the major 

changes students face is the reduced level of 
physical activity from high school to college. 
The “freshman 15” has become accepted on 
college campuses, but Lehman points out 
that not only does it not have to be that way, 
it shouldn’t be that way. The new freedom 
that college offers unfortunately sometimes 
results in students deciding to drop their 
fitness routine. Lehman is offering students 
the choice to either begin a fitness program, 
or continue the healthy lifestyle they started 
when they participated in organized athletics.

Many GRCC students like sophomore 
Michaela Irving agree that, “This would be 
a great opportunity to workout and have fun 
with friends at the same time, I really hope 
that this club can start soon because I would 
love to join!” With dedicated support from 
the students, the fitness club will be a reality 
as soon as possible.

“I am dedicated to healthy living and 
with a little bit of effort, our fellow students 
can be, too,” Lehman said. “Hopefully this 
club will end up becoming not only a real 
source of physical fitness, but a place where 
students can form strong relationships, as 
well.”

If you are a student who keeps putting 
off your goal of getting fit and staying healthy, 
Lehman is offering you the opportunity to 
start from the beginning of living a healthy 
lifestyle. A lifestyle that can start right away.
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Heath Lynch in the fitness area of  the 
Ford Fieldhouse.

GRCC Fitness Club helps stave off ‘freshman 15’
By Teresa Russo
Collegiate Staff

On the Web
GRCC.Collegiate

@GRCC_Collegiate

collegiate@grcc.edu

Upcoming Schedule
All games listed are home 

* Volleyball games are played 
at the Ford Fieldhouse

Volleyball

September 24
vs. Ancilla College

6:30 p.m.

September 28
Tournament 

12 p.m. & 3 p.m.

September 29
Tournament 

11:30 a.m. & 2:30 p.m.

October 1
vs. Kalamazoo Valley C.C.

6:30 p.m.

October 8
vs. Lansing C.C.

6:30 p.m.

October 15
vs. Jackson C.C.

6:30 p.m.

Golf

Golf has no upcoming home 
games but check the Raider 
website for possible travel 

games.

For complete schedules, 
results, and statistics visit

www.grccraiders.com

The five-time defending Western 
Conference champion Grand Rapids 
Community College men’s golf team 
stepped into the tee-box for the first time 
this season on Sept 9. Raiders are looking 
to surpass last year’s second and third 
place finishes, in the Michigan Community 
College Athletic Association, and Regional 
playoffs. Last season they missed the 
national tournament by seven strokes.

“Our ultimate goal is to win the 
national championship,” GRCC golf coach 
Bruce VandenBelt said. “That’s our goal 
every year.”

The GRCC golf season begins in 
September and runs through late October, 
and starts again in March and ends in May.

“We’re extremely excited about 
the group of golfers we have this 
year,” VandenBeldt said. “We have five 
sophomores and seven freshman. I’m really 
excited about the potential of this team. I 

see no reason why this team can’t be top 
five in the country. ”

This is VandenBeldt’s seventh season 
coaching the golf team, and he’s led the 
Raiders to 28 tournament wins. He’s also 
coached them to finishing third at nationals 
in 2008 and fifth in 2010.

Despite GRCC being a community 
college, it doesn’t play many other 
community colleges.

“We almost play exclusively all four-
year schools,” VandenBeldt said. “We do 
that for the better competition, mostly 
against Division II schools. It helps our 
freshman get ready for the college golf 
scene.”

The talent-pool on the golf team is deep. 
The top five consists of three sophomores 
and two freshman.

“In our last tryout we had nine kids 
that shot 78 or better,” VandenBelt said. 
“Five of them shot 75 or better, and playing 
from the back tees at Egypt Valley, thats 
quite an accomplishment. Because of our 
depth, our kids are always looking behind 

them. It’s a strong, strong team. ”
Not only is the golf team doing well on 

a regional scale, but they are getting noticed 
elsewhere in the country.

“It’s one of the coolest things since 
I’ve been here,” VandenBelt said. “We’ve 
been invited to play at Whistling Straits 
in Wisconsin. It’s one of the top 10 golf 
courses in the country. The tournament 
will have some of the best teams in the 
country. This is the first we’ve been invited. 
This is where they have Ryder Cup stuff, 
and one of the places where they have the 
PGA Championship.”

The golf team consists of 12 players, 
although only five players have their scores 
counted. The current top five golfers are 
sophomore Jared Multer, 19,  freshman 
Zach Bialik, 18, sophomore David 
Thompson, 19, sophomore Tony Conaway, 
21, and freshman Kurt Sprague, 19.

The GRCC golf team heads to 
Muskegon, for the Muskegon CC Invite at 
8:30 a.m. Sept. 20.

Sophomore Jared Multer hopes this 
year he can get some Division I offers.

Western Conference champion 
Raiders garner national attention
By Zachary Watkins
Collegiate Staff

Zach Bialik
Freshman 

Manistee Catholic Central

Personal Highlight 
Being Division IV medalist

Individual Goal
To improve. To get better 
at things I want to do after 
GRCC

Team Goal
To win every tournament 
we play in.

Jared Multer
Sophomore

Battle Creek Lakeview

Personal Highlight
Playing at TPC Sawgrass.

Individual Goal
Shoot good personal 
numbers, and get Division 
I offers.

Team Goal
To make it to nationals.

Tony Conaway
Sophomore

Davison

Personal Highlight
Getting a two on a par 
five.

Individual Goal 
Improve my game, keep 
shooting low numbers.

Team Goal
Win a national 
championship.

Kurt Sprague
Freshman 

Byron Center

Personal Highlight
All-State honorable mention, 
top 10 every 18 hole 
tournament last season.
Individual Goal
To start the season off 
with a solid number.
Team Goal
Win conference first, 
make it to nationals, 
and win nationals.

David Thompson
Sophomore 

Davison

Personal Highlight 
Progressing last season

Individual Goal
Be first team 
All-American.

Team Goal
Go to nationals and do 
well there.

On the Web

Lauren Winther/Collegiate Staff

Zach Watkins/Collegiate Staff

Golfer Headshots Courtesy Sports Dept.
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Men’s golf tees off fall season - page 15
Meet the five-time Western Conference champion 

Raiders Golf team 

This will be the first year since 1959, 
that there will be no men’s tennis at Grand 
Rapids Community 
College. The women’s 
tennis team, founded 
in 1978, has also been 
disbanded. GRCC was 
the last community 
college in Michigan 
to have tennis as a 
sanctioned sport.

“We’ve looked at 
the trends,” Athletic 
Director Charlie Wells 
said. “The trend right now throughout 
Michigan is that no one is moving to bring 
the programs back, and since there is no 

one to play in the state, that makes it very 
difficult.”

“When you stop and think about it, 
on the men’s side the closest school in our 
region is Vincennes Community College, 
which is nearly 300 miles away. That’s 
quite a ways. That’s a day’s drive down, 
and then you play the match, turn around 
and that’s it. You’re talking two days out 
that they’d miss if they went to Vincennes, 
because the tennis tournaments are played 

on Thursday, Friday, 
and Saturday.”

Despite the the fact 
that there were only 
five players total on the 
men’s and women’s 
teams, Wells insists that 
had nothing to do with 
the cancellation.

“That was never a 
factor,” Wells said. “The 
numbers were never a 

factor.   The competition in the state was no 
longer existent.”

In the wake of cutting the men’s and 
women’s tennis programs due to a lack 
of in-state competition, Grand Rapids 
Community College administrators are 
looking to add a popular sport 
to the books next fall: 
cross country.

“We are very 
excited about 
this,” GRCC 
athletic director 
Charlie Wells 
said. “Years ago 
we used to have a 
cross country team, 
but it was dropped 
due to financial 
reasons. We had an 
excellent program at 
that point. This is us 
putting a program back in that w a s 
an awesome program at one point in time. 
We’ve had several successful runners that 
have come through here in the past. With 
our local talent pool, it’s just huge. We have 
a large number of state placers, and state 
winners in the area, and so our recruitment 
would be primarily from this area.”

Wells said the move to add cross 
country follows the trend of other Michigan 
Community Colleges.

“Well, Muskegon just added soccer, 
and several others have added cross 
country,” Wells said. “We’re just trying to 
come in line with what some of the other 
state schools are offering. It will cut down 
on a lot of expenses, like travel.”

GRCC will race against other local 
community colleges, like Muskegon 
Community College, Lansing Community 
College, and Schoolcraft Community 
College.

Adding cross country will not only cut 
down on the school’s expenses, it will cut 
down on the amount of time the athletes 
miss in the classroom.

“Right now there are eleven schools 
in the state that offer it,” Wells said, “It’s 

a win-win for us in regards to competition. 
It’s local, it’s in the state. No more than 
two hours of travel. With eleven schools 
offering (competition), they’ll be able to 
have a full schedule.”

Not only will the eleven teams within 
the state be on the schedule, but now GRCC 
will be able to schedule all of its region’s 

cross country teams. GRCC is in Region 
12 which consists of teams from Ohio 
and Indiana.

“As we did the study on it, we 
found the majority going that way,” 
Wells said, “The trend right now is 

that those schools are adding 
soccer and the cross country. 
Dr. Ender has given us the go 
ahead for cross country.”

Grand Rapids has plenty of 
trails that the runners can use 

for training, and competitions.
“Riverside and Johnson Park are two 

sites that are planned on being used,” Well 
said.

The GRCC men’s and women’s cross 
country seasons will begin in fall of 2014.

Cross country returns to GRCC
By Zachary Watkins
Collegiate Staff

By Zachary Watkins
Collegiate Staff

No Tennis for first time since 1959

Tuesday, Sept. 17 was the home opener 
for the Grand Rapids Community College 
Women’s Volleyball Team. The Raiders, 

ranked third in the MCCAA polls, faced the 
Muskegon Community College Jayhawks 
in what proved to be an exciting match 
between the two rivals. With both teams 
handing the possession back and forth, 
the teams were evenly matched. However, 
after a struggle to gain control, the Raiders 
ended the game with a come-from-behind 
win with a final score of 27-25.  

Inside the Gerald R. Ford Fieldhouse 
the vibe was energetic. Adding to the energy 
was Kaitlyn Geeks, manager of promotions 
and communications for the campus 
activities board. In an effort to promote and 
support GRCC’s sports teams, Geeks handed 
out various noise makers to the fans as they 
entered the gym. The result was an exciting 
night for the athletes and fans on both sides 
of the net. 

After winning the first game with a 
score of 25-22, the positive energy was 
contagious as the Raiders dominated the 
second match with their great serves and 
intimidating blocks. The Jayhawks did 
mount a comeback but were quickly shut 
down by six foot four freshman Abbie 
Gortsema and her amazing defense. 
Following Gortsema’s lead, the Raider’s 
continued to pound the Jayhawks with 
numerous blocks and kills throughout the 
game. Although a come back appeared to be 

in the making, the Raiders were relentless 
and dominated the Jayhawks in the second 
match with a score of 25-16.

In an attempt to secure the win in the 
third match, the Raiders were aggressive 
but the game was more evenly matched 
and the Jayhawks were able to bring the 
score to 2 – 1. “We did what it took to win. 
We came out with nervous energy since it 
was our first home game but we got in the 
flow of things, especially the second game,” 
Gortsema said.

With plenty of offensive and defensive 
action through Game 3, it was Game 4 that 
proved to be the most exciting. The score 
was constantly tied with the possession 
going back and forth between the two rivals. 
However, it was the Raiders who came out 
on top winning 27-25 in a memorable win 
against the Jayhawks. Winning this match 
guaranteed the Raiders a win overall with a 
score of 3-1. 

GRCC Raider Women’s Volleyball coach 
Chip Will was pleased with the home court 
win. “Anytime you can beat your conference 
rival on your home floor is a great feeling, 
we didn’t play to our full potential but we 
had some key plays, and got the job done 
when it mattered” Coach Will said.

Overall it was an exciting match with 
the Raiders coming out on top. The team 

is currently undefeated in their conference 
and is scheduled to play tonight at  6:30 
p.m. in the Ford Fieldhouse. 

National champion Raiders open volleyball season
By Teresa Russo
Collegiate Staff

Freshman Katlyn Agren positions 
herself  to bump the ball over the net

Freshman Amanda Glaze spikes to her 
opponents in the first home game

 Swimmers who have retired from 
competitive swimming, whether it was 
years ago, or in the recent past, might once 
again have the urge to strap on the swim 
caps and goggles and get back into the 
place they love, the water, where the West 
Michigan Masters Swimming program is 
being held in the Ford Fieldhouse at Grand 
Rapids Community College.  

“West Michigan Masters Swimming 
is a group organized to allow adults to 
continue to improve their fitness as a 
swimming technique, to achieve personal 
and competitive fitness goals in a group 
setting,” explained Mike Boerman, GRCC’s 

Aquatics Coordinator.  Many have not 
heard of this program, however it has been 
around 20 years and it’s been based at Grand 
Rapids Community College pool located on 
the third floor of the Ford Fieldhouse.  In 
the title, the word “Masters” might scare 
people away, but Boerman said the program 
is open to everyone. To join the master’s 
swimming program, swimmers must be 
registered as a US Master’s Swimmer.  The 
cost of the program varies.  The cost for 15 
sessions is roughly $45 dollars, or for the 
entire season is $125 dollars. 

Some of the swimmers are training for 
competition, while others swim for fun. 
When asked what goes on at the practices, 
“A lot of swimming” was Boerman’s reply. 

Practices are designed to help people with 
their own personal goals.  So, while it is 
a group, the goal is always to achieve 
individual objectives. The practices are from 
5:00-6:00 P.M on Mondays, Wednesdays 
and Fridays.  Participants in the program 
range in age from the youngest being 18 
and the oldest being 80.  “Our level of 
participation is excellent, and has easily met 
our expectations.” Whether you are able to 
do the butterfly like Michael Phelps, or you 
just know how to doggy paddle or maybe 
just want to improve your health, the West 
Michigan Masters Swimming Program is a 
fitness option for all students.  

For more information, visit http://
tinyturl.com/grccswimclub.

By Travis Devlin
Collegiate Staff

Swim Club not just for advanced swimmers

“ ”
The numbers were 
never a factor. The 

competition in the state 
was no longer existent.

— Charlie Wells, 
Athletic Director

Grand Rapids 
Community College 
cancels men’s and 
women’s tennis

Teagan Burns/
Sports Editor
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