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Love! Valour! Compassion! castmembers (from left) Joe Worth, Owen McIntee, Kyle Jurassic, Benjy Schirm and Jeffrey Williams
performing a musical number choreographed in the play. Production ended on the play last month.

Public protests
male nudity
in latest
Actors’ Theatre
production
By Caleb Day
Collegiate Staff
Monday’s Board of Trustees
meeting took an unexpected
turn during the public comments
section when two community
residents
voiced
concerns
regarding the recent Actors’
Theatre production “Love! Valour!
Compassion!”
The three act play reviewed in
last month’s issue of The Collegiate
highlights several weekends in the
lives of eight homosexual friends
as they struggle with relationships,
AIDS, infidelity and other issues.
Kentwood resident Becky De
Nooy was the first to speak out
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against Grand Rapids Community
College’s support of Actors’
Theatre, which receives annual
subsidies from the college as well
as free use of Spectrum Theater.
“Why are so many Actors’ Theatre
productions about sex?” De Nooy
asked the board. “What is the
Actors’ Theatre agenda?”
During his own time at
the podium, retired founder of
Actors’ Theatre Fred Sebulske
answered De Nooy’s question,
“Our mission statement is that
we are presenting entertaining,
innovative,
challenging,
and
thought-provoking plays. Our goal
will and always will be to present
the best of contemporary theater.”
Of all the controversial
issues addressed in the play,
one particular decision came to
light as the focus of protest. “In
the GRCC newspaper someone
was charged, rightly so, for
indecent exposure,” said Joan
Ridderbos, of Middleville, about

See Controversy!, page 2

Trustee Ryskamp
renews criticism of
Diversity Lecture Series
By Joshua Vissers
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Trustee Richard Ryskamp
challenged the college’s continued
funding for the Diversity Lecture
Series at Monday’s Grand Rapids
Community College Board of
T r u s t e e s
Meeting.
He
questioned
the legality of
paying
Jose
Antonio Vargas,
the last speaker
in the series
and a confessed
undocumented
immigrant.
Ryskamp
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Features 8-10

“It’s certainly a fact that he is
an illegal alien, and it’s certainly
a fact that the college was aware
that he is an illegal alien,” said
Ryskamp, who attended Vargas’
lecture. “...If you know that the
person who’s going to come do
the work for you is illegal, it’s a
violation of the law.”
However, even though the
Board is just now approving
the $12,500 payment to Vargas’
booking company, Vargas already
gave his lecture earlier in October.
“I don’t know what happens
if we vote ‘no’ (on) approving this

See Vargas, page 3
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Scotland wins Nations
Cup at Secchia Institute
By Zachary Watkins
Collegiate Staff
This month Grand Rapids
Community
College
hosted
the bi-annual Nations Cup, an
international cooking competition
in which culinary students
were handed “mystery boxes,”
containing a random assortment
of ingredients. Every team receives
the same box, and has access to
general store style ingredients.
Teams had 90 minutes to
create a dish using the ingredients,
all while judges were watching.
A total of five teams competed
this year coming from Mexico,
Barbados, Scotland, Canada, and
the United States.
Scotland won this year’s
competition, after compiling four
gold medals. Scotland also won
“Best of Show” in the fish, meat
and game, and poultry categories.
GRCC finished with one gold, four
silvers, and two bronze medals.
“We won a competition
called ScotHot just to be able to
come here,” Vanessa Daley, 28,
Stewarton, Scotland said. “I didn’t

know what to expect, but the
whole experience has been really
good.”
This isn’t the first competition
that the City of Glasgow College
team has won.
“We won the Restaurant
of Nations in March,” Gary
Maclean, 41, chef lecturer at City
of Glasgow College said. “It’s the
biggest competition in Britain. The
winners were able to go to London
and cook at a restaurant there. It
was frustrating because we gave
up our time, and they ended up
putting us in corners. Just coming
here feels more like a prize.”
The Nations Cup event was
started in 2005. Grand Rapids
Community College won the
Nations Cup in 2009.
“We designed it and started
it ourselves based upon other
national
and
international
competitions,” Program Director
Dan Gendler said. “It was
a great way to get learning
and
collaboration
between
students, instructors, judges and

See Nations Cup, page 2
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Members of Team Scotland rush to assemble dishes during
Friday’s competition in the Nations Cup at the Secchia Culinary
Institute.
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News
Campus Police
Reports
Compiled by Lauren Winther
Collegiate Staff

Larceny
10/14/13
A student had his GRCC ID stolen out of his coat while
he was in the Library. After leaving his jacket for a brief
moment, he returned, gathered his things and went to
his car. As he was leaving, he reached in his pocket for
his keys and noticed his GRCC ID was gone.

Larceny
10/11/13
A student reported that 300 dollars had been stolen from
his wallet. The student placed his backpack in a tall
locker located on the first floor of the Ford Fieldhouse.
Upon returning, the student noticed his backpack had
been rifled through and he was missing some money.
Officers have viewed surveillance and found two
potential suspects.

Larceny
10/10/13
Police responded to a larceny report at the Bostwick
Parking Ramp. A GRCC staff member paid to leave the
ramp and a student piggybacked her vehicle out the
ramp. The staff member was able to write down the
student’s license plate. Campus police were able to
check the registration plate through LEIN and found the
owners. Campus police got in touch with the student
and told her the incident would go no further if she
went to Ellis Parking Offices to get her ‘fail to pay’ slip,
went to the Cashier’s office and pay the 9 dollar fee, and
lastly, bring her receipt from the Cashier’s office over to
campus police.

Damage To Property
10/10/13
While parked at the Applied Technology Center, a
student’s car was damaged. The car had both tail lights
lenses broken and there was a long scratch stretching
across the back of the trunk. The victim noticed the
damage after he left campus and is unsure who could
have damaged his car.

Trespassing
10/10/13
Officers were dispatched to the bottom Division side
parking lot of the College Park Plaza due to trespassing.
When officers arrived they noticed a man and a woman
sleeping. Officers had warned the two subjects for
trespassing within the past week. The last time the pair
were caught trespassing the female was arrested for a
previous warrant. Officers woke the pair up who were
unaware that the parking garage was a part of GRCC.
The female was issued a warning for trespassing. The
male was given a misdemeanor citation.

Damage to Property
10/8/13
While on foot patrol, an officer witnessed graffiti damage
to the men’s restroom stall door, Main Building, G1. The
door had blue paint on the inside and said, “KRAN.”
The cost of repairs is estimated at 25 dollars.
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Nations Cup
cont. from page 1

institutions.”
Culinary students at GRCC
looking to compete in the event are
required to have taken the competition
class, and then complete a tryout
process in which students cooked in a
competition-like setting.
Senior Levi Knoll, 26, of Spring
Lake, was one of the two GRCC
participants.
“It was cool meeting everyone on
the other teams, and from different
areas,” Knoll said. “It was fun seeing
what the other teams would do with
the same ingredients, and to see what
they paired the dish with.”
Teams seemed to be in agreement
that day one’s appetizer dish was the
most surprising.
“I was definitely thrown by the
octopus, and baby limes,” Knoll said.
“We were all just deer in headlights
there.”
Teams arrived at 7:40 a.m. and
cooked three dishes throughout the
day. On the last day of competition,
teams served a five-course meal
where each team served one course.
Barbados won best of show for their
national dish.
Although the Nations Cup
is ultimately a competition, the
event seemed to bring about more
friendships than rivalries.
“We were told it’s a university
competition, but we get along with
everybody,” said Eduardo Carsolio,
23, of Mexico. “Seeing the different
people, cultures, and countries, its
been fun. It’s my first competition but
it’s been very enjoyable.”
“We’ve been treated like kings.
The people provide us with anything
we need. It’s been great service.”
This isn’t only an enjoyable event
for the students, but the accompanying
staff as well.
“This is my third time coming
to this competition,” Kevin Boyce,
Culinary Arts Program Coordinator,
Prince Edward Island said. “This is my
favorite event. It’s so well organized
and the staff are so friendly.”
This was Team Canada’s first true
mystery box, also known as black box,
competition.
“Usually we do internal black
box competitions,” Aric Palmer, 21, of

Controversy!
cont. from page 1

case surrounding Joseph Bryant, who
was caught masturbating in front of a
student. “And yet at the same time you
have the Actors’ Theatre production
of ‘Love! Valour! Compassion!’ that is
featuring a blatantly nude performer.”
Director Jolene Frankey rushed
to attend the meeting on short notice
in order to defend the play, which has
won a considerable amount of awards
nationally.
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Team Scotland participant Gary MacLean prepares his team’s silver
medal-winning dessert
Prince Edward Island said. “It’s where
we received the ingredients a day
beforehand, and were able to prep and
think about it over night.”
Even though the pressure was on,
Team Canada still enjoyed themselves.
“The whole competition was
awesome,” Michelle Matheson, 21,
of Nova Scotia, said. “We love it,
and it was super fun, exciting, and
nerve racking all at the same time.
We’re having fun and that’s what this
competition is all about.”
Nations Cup had four judges, all
chosen for their cooking excellence:
Ian Macdonald of Scotland, Josef
Huber of Grand Rapids, Josue
Villalvaso of Mexico, and Joel Boone
a graduate of GRCC’s Secchia Culinary
Program.
Teams were scored on preparation,
cooking technique, presentation and
clean-up.
“Each team is rated in categories

like meat, poultry, and dessert,”
Michael Kidder, Associate Director
of Culinary Operations for Culinary
Education said. “Each team competes
against a score or a metascore. Each
team can achieve 100 percent.
“There is the best of show
designation, where the judges come
together and rate which dish was the
best one presented.”
After the national dinner, GRCC
President Steven Ender took the stage
and presented the Nations Cup trophy
to Scotland.
“I don’t know if I have the greatest
palette for this sort of event, but I
thought everything was fabulous,”
Ender said. “I’m really proud we do
this work. If we wanted to sell 500
tickets for $50 a ticket we could, these
guys are that good.”

She argued that the play contained
far more “than just one naked man. It
deals with a range of human emotions,
the human experience, sickness,
relationships, aging, loyalty… I am
grateful to the audiences who actually
came to see it who then have that full
understanding of it.”
After hearing the public comments,
Trustee Richard Ryskamp was quick to
add his voice to the dissenters. “The
article in the campus newspaper used
the word ‘controversial’ three times
describing this play” Ryskamp said.
“I would suggest as a board we do

need to sit down and talk about ends
and limitations as to what will be
subsidized.”
Attendees of ‘Love! Valour!
Compassion!’ were provided with
content warnings prior to the
performance. “We present plays as
they are written, we do not edit or
censor them” Sebulske said. “it is not
a play everyone will be comfortable
with, that’s why we warn.”
The next play put on by The
Actors’ Theatre is named “Venus in
Fur” and will open Dec. 12.

Jason Babcock also contributed to this
article.
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Nov.

5

Teacher Education
Seminar

November 5 - November 19

Teacher Education
Seminar held at the Applied
Technological Center on campus.
Open to the public from 2 to 3:30
p.m.

Nov.

7

GRCC International
Guitar Series

The Cavatina Duo in
the GRCC Music Center Recital
Hall room 200. Admission $15
for adults, $10 for students and
seniors.

Nov.

6

Michigan Community
College Choral
Festival

Ensembles throughout Michigan
workshop massed performance.
Guest conductor Dr. Beth Everett at
the St. Cecelia Music Center. Open
to the public, 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Performance at 2 p.m.

Nov.

13

John Elder Robinson

Diversity Lecture
Series, Robinson is
the author of Look at me in the
Eye; My Life with Asperger’s.
Lecture will be held at the
Fountain Street Church at 7 p.m.
Open to the public

Nov.

7

GRCC Music
Department Student
Honors Recital

Honors student recital in the
GRCC Music Center room 200 at
2:30 p.m. Open to the public.

Nov.

19

Fall Jazz Night

Presented by GRCC’s
Shades of Blue, Combos, and Jazz Orchestra at the
Raider Grill, second floor. It starts
at 7:30 p.m. in the Student Community Center. Admission is $5
for adults, and $3 for students.
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Debunking the flu shot myth
By Jason Babcock
Collegiate Staff
Flu shots have been a source of extreme
controversy ever since it was discovered
that we could vaccinate for influenza.
Much of the controversy originates from
how flu shots are created and what we are
actually injecting ourselves with. There
have been various “myths” buzzing around
that accuse the flu shot of actually causing

influenza to people who receive them and
that the shot can lead to autism in children.
Jamie Vroman, a clinical services
pharmacist for Meijer’s northern region
said flu shots are intended to prepare the
body to fight the flu.
“The flu shot is an antigen which
causes the body to create anti-bodies to help
fight the flu once your exposed,” Vroman
said.
Influenza
antigens
are
inactive
influenza virus particles. The
body senses a threat, and
responds to it by producing
antibodies. Vroman also said
that it is actually impossible
for the flu shot to cause the
flu, because the particles are
inactive antigens.
Michelle Olszewski, a
nursing professor at Grand
Rapids Community College
agrees.
“The myth that flu shots
can cause the flu is false,”
Olszewski said. “You don’t
inject enough to make you
ill, but enough to develop
antibodies to fight these
strains.”
Vroman also put the
allegations about flu shots and
autism to rest. The source of
the autism allegation stems
from a preservative called
thimerosal, which at one point
had been used in children’s
flu vaccines. Thimerosal was

reduced to trace amounts or removed
completely in 2001 following these
allegations. The Center for Disease Control
responded to these allegations with
various studies all stating that there was
no relationship between thimerosal and
autism development in children.
The CDC does extensive research
to decide which flu strains are going to
ravage the population, and then they use
the strains to make the antigens for the
influenza vaccine. The CDC recommends
that everyone older than 6 months should
get vaccinated against the influenza virus.
Vroman also said that children and the
elderly tend to get a more severe case of
the flu because their immune systems are
not developed enough, or that they are
older and their immune systems are
not as strong as they used to be.
“People should speak to their
physician, but after getting clearance
everyone should be immunized,”
Olszewski said.
Vroman said that your body takes
up to two weeks to fully protect itself
from influenza once you receive the
vaccination, so getting it early is very
important.
There was one warning from
Vroman. Flu shots are grown in eggs,
and that someone with a severe
egg allergy can sometimes have a
reaction.
If students are interested in
getting a flu shot, GRCC is hosting
a flu shot clinic which is open to all
students. The clinic will be from 11

President Ender delivers GRCC inks
‘State of GRCC’ address transfer deal
with Aquinas
to student government
By Joshua Vissers
Editor-in-Chief
During this week’s Student Leadership
Advisory Council meeting, Grand Rapids
Community College President Steven Ender
delivered a brief ‘State of GRCC’ address,
followed by a question and answer session.
Ender touched on several points during
the opening address, among them tuition,
financial aid, the rate of return of first year
students, and the financial footing of GRCC.
“Five years ago, our position was not as
strong as I hoped it would be,” Ender said.
Since Ender became president of GRCC
in 2009, tuition has gone up by about 4
percent each year, and Ender expects it will
go up another 3 or 4 percent next year as
well.
“We work pretty hard to reduce costs,”
Ender said, but after the 2012 bond proposal
failed, the money for of renovations on
the second floor of the Main building and
the top floors of Cook Hall and updates
like energy efficient windows and fire
suppression sprinklers had to be raised
in part from tuition, despite other outside
investment and donation.
“We had hoped to raise about 90

Joshua Vissers/Editor-in-Chief

President Ender speaks to a group
of about 40 students about parking,
financial aid and textbooks.

million … and we lost horribly,” Ender said
about the bond issue.
Renovations costing an estimated $5
million are set to resume this summer in
Cook Hall and the Applied Technology
Center.
During the question and answer
session, many students expressed concern
about parking at GRCC.
Ender tried to get ahead of the students,
“If I had my way, we would blow up one
of the parking ramps. It would be gone.
It would be green space… and we would
create service lots, and we would bus
people back and forth to campus every 20
minutes.”
Other suggestions included new
signage for speed limits and directions to
help prevent students getting lost or injured
in the ramps, and Ender expressed interest
in carpooling incentives.
Navigating the main parking ramp was
a big concern of Steven Mosher, sophomore
and Communications officer of GRCC’s
Christian Fellowship.
“If you’re on one level of the ramp, you
can’t even go straight across to the other
side,” he said.
After another student expressed
concern over the cost of books bought with
financial aid at the bookstore, Ender said he
would look into allowing students to use
financial aid to buy textbooks outside of
GRCC’s bookstore in the future.
“Buy the cheapest textbook that you
can find,” he said. “If you never buy another
textbook in our bookstore, I will continue
to love you forever.”
Ender has reached out to students
multiple times this year, trying to build a
greater connection between students and
staff.
“We did a prayer around the pole, and
he actually joined us,” Mosher said. “It was
enjoyable, being able to interact.”
The next open SLAC meeting takes
place on Oct. 31. It will be the last chance
to offer input before the new Constitution
is revealed on Nov. 14, and a vote to ratify
it will be held on Dec. 5. Student Congress
officer elections are set for next semester.

By Jessica Langowski
Collegiate Staff

On Oct. 14, 2013, an agreement was
signed between Grand Rapids Community
College President Steven C. Ender, Provost
Dr Gilda Gely, Aquinas College President
Juan R. Olivarez, and provost Dr. Chad
Gunnoe.
The
agreement,
beginning
the
following day, allows
faculty from both
GRCC and Aquinas
to work together
in
a
partnership
that makes it easier
for students of the two
colleges to transfer and integrate them into
transfer programs designed by the faculty
of the colleges without the presidents and
provosts of GRCC and Aquinas resigning
new agreements each time a new program
is negotiated.
GRCC follows the same articulation
agreement models with Davenport and
Ferris State Universities as it will with
Aquinas College.
“Our partnership with Aquinas College
is a win-win,” Ender said in a press release.
“GRCC students are able to begin their
studies at the college on a direct transfer
path. On the flip side, students attending
GRCC gain educational experience that
gives them a leg up as they continue their
journey to earning a four-year degree, and
beyond.”

a.m. to 2 p.m. on Oct.31 in the Student
Center, in the Farside Room.
The cost of the shot is
$25.

Courtesy of MCT Campus

Vargas

cont. from page 1
expenditure, but I feel that the law trumps
those considerations,” Ryskamp said.
However, GRCC President Steven Ender
was prepared with a response. He told the
board that the college consulted with a
local law firm multiple times on the matter.
“They assured us that we had broken
no laws,” Ender said. “So I think that board
members that believe they are breaking a
law by voting for this should relieve their
conscience of that thought.”
Ryskamp was not persuaded.
“What we have done may have been
legal, but it does seem to be like getting
around the law and not consistent with the
spirit of the law,” he said.
The vote proceeded, passing with
Tr u s t e e s
Ryskamp and
Dr.
Richard
S t e w a r t
dissenting.
During
his
opening
remarks,
Ryskamp also
announced
intentions to
further debate
the continued
funding
of
the
Actor’s
Theater, the
Diversity
L e c t u r e
Series
and
Courtesy Photo
the Diversity
L e a r n i n g Jose Antonio Vargas
Center.
spoke at the Diversity
Va r g a s Lecture Series on Oct. 2.
could not be
reached for
comment.

Corrections
For Vol. 58, Issue 1:
The photo of the nursing lab on page 4 should have been credited to Jacquelyn Zeman.
In ‘Shout Out’, page 7, the photo of Reid Hansen was not Hansen, it was Sam Griswold.
With your help, we will report errors of fact in this space every issue. If you notice
an error, please call 616-234-4157 and ask for an editor, visit us online at www.
thecollegiatelive.com or e-mail us at collegiate@grcc.edu.
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Campus Police report 30 percent drop in crime GRCC
holds panel
honoring
U.N. founding

Lauren Winther/Collegiate Staff

By Lauren Winther
Collegiate Staff
The Grand Rapids Community College
Police Department this month released it’s
annual security report detailing a 30 percent
drop in campus crime and calls for services
during the last two years.
“The GRCC staff, faculty, and Campus
Police work extremely hard to ensure that
all students and visitors have a safe and
rewarding experience while on campus,”

said GRCC Police Lt. Scott Merlo. “I also
have to give recognition to the area law
enforcement agencies that are responsible
for patrolling the public areas that are
outside of our jurisdiction. Through their
diligence and hard work students and
visitors are safe as they travel to and from
our campus.”
The
report
summaries
crime
statistics compiled of calls reported to GRCC
Campus Police, as well as those statistics
pertinent to GRCC from other local law
enforcement agencies. It includes statistics
from the previous three years and contains
crime data that occurred on-campus, offcampus, in building or property owned or
controlled by GRCC, and on public property
within, or immediately adjacent to and
accessible from, the campus; all of which
are required by the Clery Act. The Clery Act
requires campuses to report crimes such
as murder, aggravated assault, and arson.
It also requires the reporting of violations
of liquor laws, drug abuse, and weapon
violations.
The charts are reported from 2010 to
2012 and show zeros all across the board.
A chart of crime and calls for service
information, lists crimes and calls such
as disorderly persons, medicals, larcenies,

and trespassing and how it has declined or
increased over the past three years.
From 2010 to 2012, overall, crime has
decreased. Specifically in larcenies, from
2011 to 2012 larcenies decreased 41 percent.
“The national crime rate for larcenies
has been declining over the years. The
decline here at GRCC does not surprise
me,” said Lt. Scott. “We (Campus Police)
have made a concerted effort at educating
our students, faculty, and staff in crime
prevention techniques, especially when it
comes to larcenies as these crimes tend to
be the most preventable. Campus Police
also aggressively patrols those areas where
larcenies tend to be most problematic.”
In addition to his duties as Lieutenant
for the GRCC Police, Lt. Merlo is also a
father.
“As a parent of a college student,
I looked at two things when deciding
where my daughter was going to attend
college,” Merlo said. “Was the quality of the
education worth the price, and would my
daughter be safe? Obviously, the quality of
the education here at GRCC is tremendous
and definitely worth the price. But rest
assured as a student, or a parent of a
student, you will be safe while on campus.”

GRCC club honors influential women
By Jacquelyn Zeman
News Editor
The Women in Leadership Summit,
hosted by Grand Rapids Community
College’s Women’s Issues Now club on
Monday
Oct.
14
featured
female
leaders from around the state who gathered
on campus to share their stories.
The speakers were a group of 22
females, ranging from GRCC students
and faculty to local and state community
leaders, who have a voice in the public eye
of the Grand Rapids area, and the state of
Michigan.
Winnie Brinks, the 76th house
district representative, gave a keynote
address during which she discussed how
she ended up becoming the first female
representative for Grand Rapids. She
explained that for a very long time she
simply “saw herself on the sidelines in
politics.” Eventually she did decide to run
for office.
“I took Eleanor Roosevelt’s advice,”
she said. “I decided to do one thing each
day that scares me, and I declared my
candidacy… I have this secret hope that
Eleanor Roosevelt would have been really
proud of me.”
Brinks concluded her address by
encouraging women to speak up and push
themselves out of their comfort zones, and
“picture yourself in the seats with the name

plates, the seats with the microphones, in
the decision maker’s chair.”
When asked why she agreed to come
and speak, District Court Judge Sara
Smolenski said, “I was very pleased to be
asked because I am an alumni of GRCC, so
I always want to support whatever they are
up to. I thought this was a bold initiative
because women are still underrepresented…
we need to get the message out there. We
need more women in political positions and
in public office. So I am happy to come and
help and share my story.”
WIN gave out awards to women leaders
at GRCC during the closing remarks of the
day. The Outstanding Achievement award
went to Callie Melton, and Woman of the
Year award to Dani Vilella.
Ross L. Pike, president of WIN said,
“From an operation perspective, the event
was flawless. Everything was right on
track with the time we had. Our speakers
were captivating, and they exceeded our
expectations.“
When asked what they will be
improving if they have the summit again
next year, he said, “Where we definitely fell
short was in attendance. It was the first time
we ever had an event like this at GRCC, so
it was difficult to get people interested the
first time around. Next year we are possibly
looking at a new day to have it, and a
shorter length of time to have it for. We will
also look into new marketing tools to raise

Jacquelyn Zeman/News Editor

Women in Leadership Summit
participants State Board of Education
member Lupe Ramos-Montigny and
State Representative Winnie Brinks.
attendance of the event.”
The event was sponsored by the GRCC
Student Congress, College Democrats,
StandOut, Black Student Union, College
Republicans, the Diversity Learning Center,
NOW GR, and Planned Parenthood Affiliates
of Michigan.

The Collegiate brings home six MPA awards
By Joshua Vissers
Editor-in-Chief
Four Collegiate staff writers were given
six awards on Friday by the Michigan Press
Association for work that they did last
year. Justin Dawes, Greg Wickliffe, Natalie
Hillmann and Miranda Haddix placed in
multiple categories in the annual Better
Newspaper Contest put on by the MPA.
Hillmann won first place out of 64
entries in the Feature Story category with
her piece ‘To another world and back again’
which ran in The Collegiate’s first ever
magazine at the end of the winter semester
in 2012. The story details and explains her
experience with a psychotic break and the
hospitalization, recovery and stigma that
goes along with such an experience.
“What a brave woman to share this
story,” one of the judges commented on the
article, “To open a door most would shut
with a deadbolt and to share so freely.”
Hillmann went through her experience
with mental health in 2010.
“I thought that by continuing to hide
it, I was just perpetuating the stigma and
I just thought that sharing my story could
somehow, in some part relieve that a little
bit,” Hillman said.
Hillman, in the story, aims to bring a

greater understanding to the mental health
issues that many face.
“I wanted to give them hope and I
wanted to be a positive voice,” Hillman
said, “ because there’s so much negativity
surrounding mental illness.”
Hillmann also won second place
with her review of nearby coffee shops in
‘The quest for a great cup of coffee’. She’s
currently helping flood victims in Colorado
with AmeriCorp, a volunteer organization,
and plans to finish her degree in cultural
anthropology at University of Michigan
once she’s done at AmeriCorp.
Wickliffe won two awards, both in
the Sports Feature category. He won an
honorable mention for ‘Never give up’,
a story about an athlete confined to a
wheelchair, and first place with ‘Built Raider
tough’, about a Grand Rapids Community
College athlete who overcame cancer.
“I was just focusing on writing the
best story I could, to do the story justice.”
Wickliffe says of the article.
Wickliffe now has a part-time job
working for MLive, and hopes to transfer to
Central Michigan University next fall.
Haddix, who was Photo Editor last
year, received third place with her feature
photo that ran with the cover story of winter
semester’s Collegiate magazine.

“I was intrigued by this picture because
of the planning that had to come beforehand
in order to make it happen.” the judge said
of the photo.
Haddix took about 100 shots to get the
one she wanted. The picture, which ran
with a story about the benefits of spending
time in nature for students, features a
beleaguered student, a desk and various
school supplies in a natural, wooded
setting.
“It probably took about 3 hours,”
Haddix said about the photo shoot. She
graduated from GRCC last year with an
associates of fine art in photography, and
is planning to enroll at either Columbia
College in Chicago or Grand Valley State
University next year.
Dawes, Editor-in-Chief last year, won
first place with his editorial entitled ‘Student
Congress disbandment for the best’, which
happened during September of 2012. The
judge made specific note of the quality
suggestions Dawes made for where the
student government could go from there.
“I’m really excited for everyone at The
Collegiate who won. The people who won
definitely worked really hard and deserved
it, so I’m very happy,” Dawes said.
He’s currently attending University of
Michigan and plans on joining the Peace

By Lauren Winther
Collegiate Staff
Grand Rapids Community College held
a symposium Monday to commemorate the
founding of the United Nations.
About 75 people attended the event,
with many students attending to earn
course credit.
“I came to this event because
it’s part of an online course that I’m
taking,” said GRCC student Max Marshall,
21. “We have to write an essay on what’s
going on,”
Some students, such as Daniel Wiess,
21, attended the event simply because they
enjoy geography.
“I really like physical geography, and
I want to learn more general knowledge
about the the world,” Wiess said.
Academic advising was available for
those interested in international careers,
which took place in Sneden Hall, room 103.
Over the next two days, Tuesday (Oct.
22) and Wednesday (Oct. 23), academic
advising will be available for those students
in a specific discipline, such as economics,
history or sociology.
The event began with a plenary lecture
entitled, ‘The Role of Journalism in PostSoviet Central Asian Countries’ which
was hosted by Leon Yacher, a geography
professor, from Southern Connecticut State
University.
Before jumping into the role of
journalism in post-soviet Central Asian
countries, Yacher gave the audience brief
information of the different countries.
“Central Asia, particularly the former
Soviet Republics, that today are independent
republics, are countries in Central Asia
that are largely unknown to westerners,
particularly unknown to Americans,”
Yacher said.
Yacher also described what it was like
to travel to Central Asia after the Soviet
Union collapsed.
“During Soviet times, the Soviet Union
collapsed in the early 1990’s, during the
Soviet era, traveling to what we today would
call central Asia, was virtually impossible,”
said Yacher. “The only way you could do
that as a tourist, in which the actual official
tourist board of the Soviet Union would
literally take you from one point to the
other, with a very scheduled itinerary.”
After the Soviet Union collapsed
they went through a transformation period
where they were actually welcoming
foreigners, although it was still hard
for westerners, including Americans, to
visit without a formal invitation from the
government.
After discussing the ways of the Soviet
Union, Yacher described different schemas
used by different journalists in different
countries.
Some journalists use different schemas
such as propaganda, free press, and public
relations as tactics to report information.
During this time, being a journalist
was dangerous work. Some journalists were
beaten, murdered, or had their families
threatened.
Yacher also stressed how it was illegal
to own a photocopier. One could make
copies of important documents, but could
not own a photocopier in their homes, or
they would be severely punished.
The next event led into a roundtable
discussion, entitled, ‘The United Nations:
Retrospect and Prospect.
The table discussion included GRCC
Political
Science
professors
Gordan
Vurusic, and Keith St. Clair, and Calvin
College Political Science professor Joel
Westra.
Westra acted as the retrospect while
Vurusic and St. Clair were prospect.
Each professor discussed both positives
and negatives about the United Nations.
During questions, each was asked to rank
the United Nations from one to 10, each
giving it a high mark.
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E-cigarettes offer alternative for smokers
By Jerry Jones
Collegiate Staff
A new trend is bringing smokers in from
the coming winter cold to their comfortable
homes. There they will sit back, take a long
drag on an electronic cigarette, and breathe
out a clean cloud of water vapor a bit more
freely than ever before.
The device, an e-cigarette as it’s
known, can best be described as a battery
powered smoking device that burns a liquid
nicotine blend called e-liquid. By doing so, it
eliminates many of the unhealthy elements
from harvested tobacco and does away with
second-hand smoke. Costing the smoker
pennies a day compared to cigarettes, it
has quickly developed an underground
following. In the world of cigarettes, nothing
is quite as controversial at the moment.
Having grown to a billion dollar
industry, they are unregulated, untaxed
and carry no age restrictions. Opponents
and advocates argue with each other from
each side of the fence about the benefits and
possible health risks of this rising industry.
Yet, there is a far more powerful force behind
regulations: taxes, and the millions being
lost to the still un-taxed e-cigarette.
For the industries affected, the wait so
far has been the worst part. Dan Lawitzke,

27, co-owns a financially successful e-liquid
company in Grand Rapids with his business
partner, Dave Doud. Mister-E-Liquid employs
30 people in the Grand Rapids area and will
be opening a second location downtown in
November. Since opening, they have been
experiencing staggering growth.
“Once we opened the store, it completely
took off,” Lawitzke explained. “We started
growing by twenty percent a month. We will
be opening four new stores next year, right
here in Michigan.”
Legal everywhere cigarettes are not,
e-cigarettes have caught thousands of
businesses and colleges off guard. With
no standard procedure to deal with them,
companies have preferred to turn a blind eye
to a perceived passing fad rather than create
policy. With nothing to enforce and nobody
willing, e-cigarettes have flourished behind
closed doors.
Even right here at Grand Rapids
Community College, confusion persists.
“E-cigarettes do not violate our tobacco
free campus policy,” explained Leah
Nixon, Grand Rapids Community College’s
Communications Director. “But they are not
allowed in classrooms due to the distraction
they can cause.”
Enforcing that policy, however, is up
to the teacher. Many educators remain
unaware of what an e-cigarette
is, let alone what it means or
the health effects it might
cause. GRCC students seem to
split down the middle of this
contentious topic.
“I have a couple of coworkers who use an e-cigarette,
and I find it distracting,”
said third year student Caleb
Bickel. “I think it’s probably
a healthy alternative, but it
doesn’t belong in schools.”
Others disagree, such as
GRCC student Jack Kaback. “I
personally use an e-cig and I
don’t see how it’s a big issue,”
he said. “I feel it should be up
to the teacher to decide if they
want it in the classroom.”
Amidst this controversy
in policy and use, it’s the
students who use an e-cigarette
that face the worst of the
confusion. Students such as
Evie Kiryanoff, who remain
nervous about its future inside
of the campus.

Courtesy of MCT Campus

“I use the e-cigarette, and it helps me cut
the cravings when I’m around someone who
smokes.” Kiryanoff said. “It tastes better and
it doesn’t stink, but I don’t use it in school. I
always feel like someone will say something
to me.”
Age restrictions of the product have also
become problematic. No classification means
that any child can purchase e-cigarettes.
While some reputable e-cigarette stores
have taken steps to prevent this, the market
is still wide-open to young customers. Pure
liquid nicotine, a primary ingredient in the
accompanying e-liquid, is a new chemical
for the FDA. No procedures exist for buying
or manufacturing it.
Yet, within this minutia, successful
e-liquid companies have begun creating their
own governing bodies. Mister-E-Liquid was
one of the founding members of one such
group: American E-Liquid Manufacturing
Standards Association.
“AEMSA is a self-regulation group for
manufacturers of e-liquid, basing itself on
better than food grade standards,” Lawitzke
said. “Every member of AEMSA agrees that
no one under the age of 18 can buy in our
stores.”
These governing bodies have been just
as much a result of government inaction
as business ethics. Originally promised for
2011, regulations finally expected to be rolled

out this month have once again been halted,
leaving many business owners, e-cigarette
advocates and opponents to ask the simple
question of when?
Preferring not to take a passive role in
the process, Mister-E-Liquid will be moving
to a new production facility. A move they
hope will prepare them for the new set of
government standards.
“We studied a lot, and what we found
was that when the government aims to
regulate a new product, they look at what
systems of self regulation have already
been put into place,” Lawitzke said. “They
often base laws off of these self regulations.
We expect a lot of regulation on the
manufacturing side.”
Doing so was no easy move and it
required their new manufacturing plant to
be built to costly standards.
“We’ve created ISO Class Seven Standard
clean rooms. That’s two classes greater than
food production spread out over 1,600 sq.
ft.,” Lawitzke said.
Even with all of their work, there
is no guarantee that they will meet new
governmental guidelines.
“We have been saving our pennies for
this day,” Lawitzke said. “We will be well
positioned to pay for any licenses, fee’s or
upgrades government law mandates.”

Christian Fellowship Club helps out GRCC aims to surpass compliance
requirements in accessibility standards
with Habitat for Humanity project
By Carla Villasana-Acosta

11. The students mainly focused on doing
the painting on this occasion. However, the
GRCC Christian Fellowship adviser, Harry
The Grand Rapids Community College Lew, explained that the group’s duties may
Christian Fellowship collaborated with vary “from project to project.”
The GRCC Christian Fellowship
the Habitat for Humanity organization to
complete the improvement of a house for a President, Mark Boorsma, was one of the
student volunteers in the event. Boorsma
family in the community.
Group members helped with the final affirmed that “the best part of these projects
stages in the renovation of a house located is giving out to the community.” The group
in the Grand Rapids area on Saturday Oct. is constantly contributing with several
volunteer
causes
in the area and
outside the state.
Last spring break,
the students traveled
to New Jersey to
help families affected
by Hurricane Sandy.
Habitat
for
Humanity focuses on
providing affordable
housing for families
in need in the United
States and around
the
world.
The
organization
has
built around 600,000
houses since 1976.
S t u d e n t s
interested in joining
the
group
and
helping others can
find information on
the GRCC Christian
Carla Villasana-Acosta/Collegiate Staff
Fellowship Facebook
Mark Boorsma finishes a window frame at the Habitat for
group.
Humanity project house.
Collegiate Staff

said. “Everything that we provide to students
needs to be accessible.”
Editor-in-Chief
Since then, there has been a faculty
October is Disability Awareness Month, learning day to teach faculty how to handle
and Grand Rapids Community College isn’t accessible document types for the web and
letting it quietly slide by. Besides preliminary insure future accessibility to students.
“The Center for Teaching Excellence
mental health screenings and a campus
forum entitled ‘Disable the Label’, GRCC has also provides a laundry list of opportunities
been making a push to go from ‘compliant’ for individuals to learn about how to create
accessible documents,
to
‘accessible’,
how to create videos
according to Director of
that are captioned,
Accessibility Dominic
the
principles
of
Dorsey.
universal design for
“Compliance
is
all
course
content,
the floor, it’s the bare
we are doing several
minimum,”
Dorsey
things to move the
said. “Accessibility is
needle from compliant
going that much further,
to accessible,” Dorsey
it’s saying ‘okay, well
said.
now that we have doors
A survey was sent
that are the standard
out during September,
width, we have handles
and results will be
that are the standard
available soon on the
manufacture…
how
Office of Accessibility
can we take it a step
website. Also on the
farther?’”
website is the Disability
In 2012, GRCC
received two complaints
Sarah Davis/Photo Editor A c c o m m o d a t i o n
Request Form, which
from the Office of Civil
Rights alleging violations of the Americans can be filled out by anyone who sees an
with Disabilities act, both pertaining to issue with accessibility.
“Regardless of whether or not it’s
Blackboard website accessibility for those
accessible, or whether it’s compliant…
with vision impairments.
“Blackboard has actually made great If you see things like that, bring it to my
strides in making sure that information can attention so we can address it in a timely
be accessed and utilized through screen- fashion,” Dorsey said. “We’re really trying
reader technology… but it’s still dependent to make accessiblity a campus-wide goal.”
upon things that you upload to it,” Dorsey

By Joshua Vissers
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Opinion
Editorial

Want a revolution? Vote!
After the government shutdown
this month, a lot of people wanted
to
do
something.
Everywhere
people were calling for evaluations,
regulations, repeals, and refunds from
our nation’s ruling body. And while we
should be doing something, we should
also remember that the members of
Congress aren’t the only ones that have
been failing to do their part. We, the
people, have been shirking our duties
as well. If our government is failing, it
is because we have allowed it.
We learn that democracy means
rule by the people, but that doesn’t
mean we should form a torch-carrying
mob to run the politicians out of
town. There will always be a need to
put someone in charge. Leadership is
a necessity of civilization. We need
politicians, we just need some better
ones. The best part of our democracy is
that we can replace many of our leaders
every two years. The responsibility
we hold, as rulers of our nation, is to
find politicians capable of being good
stewards of our government.
It isn’t a question of whether
or not we should vote. Most people
know they should, even though they
don’t. They’re too busy, or too lazy
or they hate the candidates. How can
we expect to have good leaders if we
can’t take time out of our day once
every two years to choose them? The
weather, registration, the wait in line,
finding parking; none of it should
stop us from casting our vote. Some
of our parents, grandparents and great
grandparents sweat, bled and died to
preserve that vote for us.
And to the people who say they
don’t vote intentionally, saying all
the candidates are rotten and corrupt,
isn’t it your duty, as a member of a
democracy, to find a suitable candidate?
If you truly feel so strongly, don’t give
up the only direct effect you have on
your government. Cherish it more than
ever. Find the candidate that suits you,
and vote for them. Maybe they don’t
exactly match your opinions, but find
the closest one, one better than the guy
you’ve assumed will win. The idea
that a vote cast not for one of the two
major parties is a wasted vote is a lie
perpetuated to keep a third party from
gaining momentum. Don’t fall for it.
The most important thing any
American can do for their country is

to educate themselves. Not college,
although that would almost certainly
help. Actively seek information about
the people and issues you’re voting for,
and to go about it in an intelligent way.
Find multiple sources, and look not
only at what a candidate promises to
do, but what they’ve done in the past.
If they’ve been in office, does their
voting record look about like you’d
expect? If they’re new, do they have the
kind of experience that would make
them a good leader? These decisions
should be made while knowing more
than a bunch of hollow campaign
promises. FactCheck.org or Snopes.
com inspect speeches and claims by
politicians for accuracy. News articles
about important politicians are in
every paper and website, and when it
comes to local politics, you can usually
find a chance to give yourself direct
access to talk to candidates at town
hall meetings and fundraisers.
Don’t let the collective apathy
of a generation disenchanted with
politics turn our democracy into an
oligarchy, and don’t let the anger at
this most recent government failure
fade before the next election. Our
leaders consistently push problems
into the next month, the next year,
the next term, counting on us to forget
that they’ve been wasting years of
time debating the same three issues.
Hold them accountable to solving the
pressing systemic issues facing us, and
if they can’t make the progress we
need, we can and should replace them
every other November. If you want
to reform the government, vote. Vote
with the intention of getting someone
into office who has the knowledge and
will to make the changes you want
with the wisdom and care that this
country needs.
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What detractors get wrong
about violent video games
By Josh Diendorf
Collegiate Staff
We seem to live in a country where
knee-jerk reactions are a regularity,
and thoughtful solutions and logical
conclusions are few and far between.
The recent targeting of violent media,
specifically video games, is an uninformed
and lazy excuse to place the blame of real
world violence onto these mediums.
Let’s get this straight, violent media
absolutely desensitizes. It’s a fact that has
multiple studies behind it. When you see
images enough, it isn’t shocking or new
anymore – it becomes normalcy. Where
most politicians and anti-violent media
protesters get this wrong is by thinking that
desensitization equals violent action and
desire. It doesn’t. Violence in video games
and movies are significantly different from
real world violence.
Earlier this year, the government
grouped representatives from the major
violent media outlets (video game, movie,
and television studios) together to help
find a solution to lowering the amount of
violence caused from these mediums. Their
deadline to solve the problem was just over
two weeks.
Now, this raises two concerns:
Have we proven that there is a link
between media violence and real-world
violence? And how are they supposed to
come up with a solution to this problem
with such little time given? The seriousness
of the issue demands more time to fully
be addressed and researched to find
out if there is a distinct correlation. We
need longitudinal studies (studies which
span over a long time to get accurate
information) to see the development over

time, and in-depth research on a multitude
of individuals to see if their findings are
widespread.
When looking at Japan, they have
more gamers per capita than the United
States, however, their homicide rate and
violent crimes are drastically lower than
the United States’.
Another interesting statistic, when
looking at our homicide rates and violent
crimes, is that they are all steadily
decreasing. Our movies, television, and
games all have grown more and more
violent with better technologies, and
enhanced graphics, yet our actual violent
acts are decreasing.
This isn’t a gamer screaming out that
video games are completely unrelated
to violence, however, the evidence that
is actually published shows the exact
opposite of what most think. This country
needs concrete evidence that can explain if
there is any, and what kind of, correlation
video games and violent actions have
to each other. We need to set up studies,
experiments, and get concrete data to nail
down exactly what causes what, because as
of right now, we’re jumping to conclusions
that don’t solve any problems, and we’re
creating a façade that issues, like violent
crimes, have been fixed.
It is important for both sides of this
issue to approach it in a rational and mature
manner. Facts must be used by both sides
to validate their respective points, and we
must allow time for debate, research, and
testing on a wide array of individuals to
really find out what the exact correlation is.
It’s time to approach the issue directly, and
solve it correctly, because these conclusions
that both sides have come to do nothing to
solve the problems.

By Teagan Burns & Jerry Jones
{ Ugh }
They’re taking their costumes
Way too seriously. Boehner won’t
let anyone touch the keg. And Obama
keeps forcing people to
drink from it.

Contents of the editorials reflect the opinions of the respective writers, not necessarily those
of the entire staff, students, or GRCC.

Leave the politics out of immigration
By Sara Juarez
Collegiate Staff
Recently, I went and listened to Jose
Vargas, a successful and well-known
journalist, speak on the topic of illegal
immigration as one of Grand Rapids
Community College’s Diversity Lecture
Series. I was so inspired by his words that I
felt compelled to write a column about my
own views on immigration as well.
“No human being is illegal.” This is
one of the many arguments Vargas made
in particular that strongly resonated
with me. Another is the idea that there is
more to immigration than people know.
“Immigration is stories, courage, dreams,
and reality.”
So, what does it mean to be American?
I would like to take a moment and just set
politics aside as I discuss what I sincerely
believe living in America symbolizes.
Being an American represents freedom. It
means having the right to feel safe in your

own home, and even having a place to
call home. It means having the liberty to
worship whoever you want, or the choice
not to. America signifies diversity. And
it is in this diverse country that people
are given more of a fighting chance to
better themselves and to succeed in this
beautifully frightening struggle we call life.
Before I was born, my dad had been
coming and going from Mexico. He was
constantly working and sending money
to my mom back home in Guanajuato,
Mexico so that they could provide for their
six children. My dad would spend weeks,
even months on end working. Although
they were only a phone call away, he
missed his family immensely. Back home,
my mom also missed her husband, and my
brothers and sisters needed their father. My
parents, both of whom grew up with barely
enough to go around, saw no future for
their children in their small little rancho.
Although they loved their home, their
friends, their family, and their country, they
always saw themselves going to America

for a better future. It was, as one might say,
an inevitable fate; destiny almost. So, my
dad finally made the decision to bring his
family to the United States and soon after,
my twin sister and I were born. While I do
not know exactly what it is like to leave
your own country behind and move to
a new unfamiliar place, I do know of the
sacrifices made to get there.
When families immigrate to America,
or any country in general, they are leaving
behind so much more than one can imagine.
First of all, they are leaving behind their
way of life. They are leaving behind friends,
relatives, and even family. They are giving
up all they have ever known; giving up the
comfort of familiarity. They are ultimately
leaving behind their sense of identity for a
new, unfamiliar one. Why? Because they
seek something more powerful. A future.
It is said that America is the land
of opportunity. And in many ways, this
rings true. After all, isn’t the American
Dream about the opportunity for freedom,
prosperity, reinvention, and education;

regardless of where you started? We cannot
forget the Human Dream. I believe every
human being is entitled to the right to
live freely, the right to be happy, and the
right to love. However; there are many
undocumented immigrants being robbed of
these rights because they live in fear. They
deserve more than that. For just a second,
I ask you to view immigrants not as a
“political issue”, but as the human beings
that they truly are. They are just like you
and just like me. We are all humans and
I refuse to look at them as some problem
we need to “fix”. In the end, we are all
living the human experience and we are all
simply trying to survive.
I am and forever will be grateful for
the risks and sacrifices my parents made to
come here and to get my family to where we
are today. Without coming here, my parents
could have never dreamed of sending us to
college or even of living the life that we do.
We are truly blessed, and for that I am not
ashamed. I am a product of immigration
and I am proud of it.
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Dear Shelby...
Date Night: Five places
around Grand Rapids for
college couples on a budget
By Shelby Corliss
A&E Editor
As college students, it can be tough
to find not only the time, but the money
to date. Dating can leave you in a crunch
for money and good ideas. However, living
in Grand Rapids might help you with your
dating life a little more than you thought.
Around the city, there are many fun and
inexpensive attractions right in front of
you that chances are you overlook when
thinking about where to take a date. Here
are five date ideas to keep in mind next time
you and date are looking for something to
do.

John Ball Zoo
The zoo is a great
place to take a date.
It’s a fun atmosphere
filled with many
different
species.
Lions, tigers, and
Courtesy Photo
bears, oh my! The
zoo offers quite the experience. With over
2,000 animals, an aquarium, reptile exhibit,
various zoo attractions, and a gift shop,
why not bring out the kid in you again?
Cost: FREE with Raider Card and $5
regularly
Hours of Operation: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
seven days a week through November 3
Address: 1300 W Fulton St, Grand Rapids,
MI, 49504
Phone Number: (616) 336-4301

Grand Rapids Public Museum
This
three-story
museum
brings
together
history,
artifacts,
stories
and many awesome
exhibits
allowing
Courtesy Photo
people to explore
and understand history starting back in the
1800’s. From a working 1928 carousel to an
authentic streetcar from the 1890s, there’s
a lot to see. There is a planetarium along
with other temporary exhibits including the
special “Dinosaurs Unearthed” that exhibit
begins Oct. 26 with realistic dinosaurs being
the stars of the show. ($12 entry fee) It’s
a great place to hang-out and learn along
with the person you’re on a date with.
Cost: FREE with Raider Card and $3 with
any other student I.D.
Hours of Operation: 9 a.m. to 5p.m. on
Monday, 9 a.m. to 8 p.m. on Tuesday, 9
a.m. to 5 p.m. on Wednesday through
Saturday, and 12 p.m. to 5 p.m. on Sunday.
Address: 272 Pearl Street NW, Grand
Rapids, MI, 49504
Phone number: (616) 929-1700

Frederik Meijer Gardens &
Sculpture Park
This park lets you
explore
indoor
and
outdoor
gardens,
exhibits,
and
sculptures.
The
largest
Courtesy Photo
temporary tropical
butterfly exhibit in America which runs
March and April every year is located here.
There is also an extensive Holiday tree
exhibit that runs Thanksgiving through
New Years with 40 different cultures
represented. After exploring a little, there’s

a café that serves food and beverages and a
gift shop to visit as well. It’s a fun place to
explore with a date no matter the season.
Cost: $9 with a student I.D
Hours of Operation: 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
MWThF, 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. on Tuesday, and
11 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Sunday
Address: 1000 East Beltline NE, Grand
Rapids, MI, 49525
Phone Number: (616) 957-1580

Heritage Hill Historic District
Heritage Hill is one
of the largest urban
historic
districts
in
the
country.
It was the first
“neighborhood”
Courtesy Photo
of Grand Rapids.
Heritage Hill offers Michigan’s largest and
finest collection of 19th and early 20th
century houses. Many styles of American
architecture are represented in the 1,300
buildings that date from 1844. These were
the homes of lumber barons, teachers,
judges, and legislators who shaped our
city’s future. Today, its population of 4,000
households is very diverse. It’s a beautiful
part of Grand Rapids that would be perfect
to tour with a date anytime.
The Meyer May House is a part of the
historic district and offers an in home tour
of the prairie style house built in 1908. It
has been restored to its original state by
the Steelcase Corporation.
Hours of Operation: 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Tuesdays and Thursdays and 1 p.m. to 5
p.m. Sundays.
Cost: FREE
Address: 450 Madison SE, Grand Rapids,
MI, 49503
Phone: (616) 459-8950

River City Improv
River City Improv
entertains audiences
using
comedic
improvisation. Each
show uses skits,
games and songs
with
audience
suggestions
to
Courtesy Photo
create a unique
entertainment experience for the audience.
Have you seen ‘Who’s Line is it Anyway?”
It’s much like that. Occasionally, the comedy
team throws in a piece of non-improvised
sketch comedy or a dance number, just to
keep the audience guessing. The comedy
begins with every show starting at 7:33
p.m. Bring humor and some laughs to your
date by attending this event.
Cost: $10
Showtime: Saturdays October through May
Address: 61 Sheldon Blvd SE, Grand
Rapids, MI, 49516
Phone Number: (616) 752-8570
Hopefully these date ideas can be
some help to both your dating life and your
wallet. If any of these ideas help land you a
fun date, tell us your story. Do you have any
date ideas for college students on a budget?
Email your thoughts to shelbycorliss@
email.grcc.edu.
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A college student’s
advice on
debt management
By Elyse Wild
Collegiate Staff
Disclaimer: I am not a financial
professional. The following advice is
presented from my own personal experience
as a working student on a budget trying to
live as financially sound as possible.
During this economic recovery, it’s
hard to know which financial decisions
are the best ones. Managing money can
be a daunting task, and when you make
relatively little, it can seem like a pointless
endeavor. Even more so, having
a credit card may seem foolish,
especially since the notion of
“Debt: The American Way,”
contributed to the nation’s
economy collapsing in on
itself and left millions
of Americans facing
foreclosures
and
filing for bankruptcy.
Most of us who
feel that we are
scraping by and living
on pennies could cut
a few things out to free
up some cash for savings.
Do you really need that
smart phone and the monthly
data plan that comes with it?
Probably not. Could
you get by taking the
bus instead of filling
your tank every
week? Maybe. When
you don’t make
very much money,
keeping track of
necessary spending
and accounting for
every penny will only work to
your advantage. If you need
help getting started, websites
like mint.com and geezo.com help
users make a budget and keep track of their
spending in real time.
A credit score sounds like the kind
of thing only people your parents age are
concerned with, but believe me, if you
don’t have one yet, you will soon and it is
worth it to give your score some attention.
Having decent credit is the key to making
larger purchases that can help you move
closer towards your goals in life, such as
a dependable car or an affordable home.
Good credit can also enable you to take
out a small business loan if you are the
entrepreneurial type. Even if you are the
most grass roots, live simply and live in
the moment type of person, you will not be
immune to the way the world works, and if
you ever hope to own anything (and don’t
have the available funds to pay in full), a
good credit score is magical key. You can
check your score once a year for free, or
pay around $20 for a report from any of the

three bureaus, which I recommend doing
every few months. If you have any long
unpaid bills, they will most likely show
up on your report and this will lower your
score. If this is the case, make immediate
arrangements to pay off the bill, and once
it is paid your score will rise significantly.
Also, if you are adding to your student
loan debt with each passing semester, it
is essential to have other lines of positive
credit showing up on your credit report.
This means credit cards.
The key to having a credit card work to
your advantage is to start very, very small.
Signing up for a card with a $300 limit
will teach you how to manage it
and will prevent you from getting
into a deep financial hole
if you max it out. Use
the card as part of your
essential spending: pay
your utility bills, buy
groceries, put gas in
your car. Each time you
use the card, log into
your account and pay on
the purchase. If you find
yourself in a position were
you spent a little more than you
can pay on, don’t panic. Just
pay as much as you can.
Carrying a small balance
on your card is okay.
Experian, a credit
reporting company,
recommends having
a balance of thirty
percent or less of
your credit limit.
A good way to
ensure that you always
have a good balance is
to call your credit card
company and request that
your payment date be as close
to your payday as possible. This
way, you can put as much of your
paycheck towards your card as you
need, and then use the funds you need as
soon as your balance is reported, without
too much time in between.
Managing a credit card takes more
thought than strictly using cash, but you
will be grateful for the small amount of
time and thought you put towards it when
you are approved for a car payment that
isn’t as much as your rent, or when you
are able to get a loan for the Mac Book Pro
you need to replace your 10-year-old Asus
laptop that suddenly died on you. All of
this isn’t to say that I am advocating debt. I
am advocating debt management, which is
essential for those of us who don’t yet earn
enough to make some essential purchases
in full. Organizing your finances only takes
a few minutes out of your day, and starting
now can only help you develop habits that
will lead you establish financial literacy
and independence for life.
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FOR ONE DAY ONLY!
Zombie
Apocalypse
Prom

Zombie
Dash

B.O.B.
Halloween Party

Sat. Oct. 26

58th St Ionia

425 W Western Ave. Muskegon

303 Pearl St. Grand Rapids

Sat. Oct. 26

2 p.m. - Midnight
Cost: $10 in Advance
$15 Day of Event

7 p.m. - Midnight

Movies in
the Park

Halloween
on Ionia

Sat. Oct. 26

Sat. Oct. 26

Ah-Nab-Awen Park

Pearl St. & Front Ave. NW
Hocus Pocus at Dusk (PG)
followed by
Rocky Horror Picture Show (R)

Sat. Oct. 26

Cost: $6.66 in Advance
$10 Day of Event

21 & up

thezombiedash.com

Registration Begins at 11 a.m.
Race Start 6:30 p.m.
Cost: $45 for Runners
Zombies are free

20 Monroe Ave. NW
7 p.m.

Cost: $10 Cover
21 & up

Free For All

Week long HALLOWEEN SURVIVAL GUIDE
Thriller
Chiller

Dracula

The
Haunt

Psycho Ward
& Nightmare

Klackle
Orchards

GRAND RAPIDS

20,000 SQ FT OF TERROR

KALAMAZOO SPEEDWAY

11466 W Carlson City Rd

BALLET COMPANY

2070 Waldorf St. NW

7656 Ravine Rd.

Oct. 24 - 26

341 Ellsworth SW

Oct. 24 - 26, Oct. 30 - 31

$40 Weekend Pass Available

Oct. 25 - 27, Oct. 31 - Nov. 2
Cost: $12 - $40

Cost: $20 - $30

Oct. 24 - 26, Oct. 30 - 31
Cost: $15

Mon. – Thurs. 9 a.m. - 6 p.m.
Fri. – Sat. 9 a.m. - 7 p.m.
Sun. 9 a.m. - 6 p.m.
Cost: $6

Ages 12+

All Ages Welcome

Post Family
Farm

Witch’s
Walk

Zoo Goes
Boo!

Wicked
Ranch

Forest
of Fear

5081 Bauer Rd., Hudsonville

HAUNTED CORN MAZE

JOHN BALL ZOO

DOUBLE JJ RESOURT

CHARITY HAUNT

Mon. - Thurs. 3 p.m. - 7 p.m.
Fri. 3-6 p.m. Sat. 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.

South of 6 Mile & Fruitrdge

5900 S Water Rd. Rothbury

8758 Patterson Ave. SE

Oct. 25 - 26

Oct. 24 - 27, 31

6:30 p.m. - 10 p.m.

7:30 p.m. - Midnight

Cost: $25

Cost: $13

WEALTHY ST. THEATRE
Horror Movie Marathon
1130 Wealthy St. SE

Cost: $7

Oct. 25 - 26
$5 Daylight

Oct. 25 - 27
10 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Cost: $7
Members: $3

$11Dusk

All Ages Welcome

1300 West Fulton St.

By Caleb Day

“Are you doing anything interesting for Halloween this year?”

Quinten Lawton
Age: 18
Freshman

Joe Brown
Age: 30
Freshman

Kristin Russell
Age: 18
Freshman

Kiara Garrison
Age: 21
Sophomore

Rebecca Serba
Age: 21
Sophomore

“I have to dress up for
work so I’m going to
dress up in my full body
dinosaur costume”

“I’d like to spend it with
my son.”

“I’m taking my little
sisters trick-or-treating
so I can go too”

“Eat candy. I think I’m
too old for trick-ortreating. If I dress up
I’m going to be a clown.
A sexy clown.”

“I’m going trick-ortreating with my kid”
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Living dead Six horror movies you’ve likely overlooked
converge on
Ah-Nab-Awen
Park
By Jerry Jones

Collegiate Staff

By Jessica Langowski
Collegiate Staff
Imagine
you’re
surrounded
by
darkness–haunting, ominous night–with
only the faint gleaming of stars in the sky
and the luminescence of the moon to light
your way from Ah-Nab-Awen Park on Pearl
street through the chaos embodied Grand
Rapids downtown area. With your heart
pounding against your chest as if it’s trying
to escape your body, sweat beading your
skin, and your jagged, cutting breaths,
you must run 3.1 miles through the streets
before you can safely stop and rest. Around
every twist and turn you dodge and outrun
countless mortifying zombies with their
lifeless faces distorted and ghastly, and
bodies twisted and contorted, who want
to strip the life (football flags)–the force
they once possessed–from you. As your
leg muscles burn, growing tired, over four
hundred obstacles and junked, abandoned
cars stand in-between you and safety from
the horrors of the zombie apocalypse.
This is what will happen at 6:30 p.m.
Oct. 26 at Ah-Nab-Awen Park on 303 Pearl
St.
The event, inspired by the film
“Zombieland”, was founded in 2011 by
Mark VanTongeren, co-owner of Michigan
Adventure Racing, and three of his friends
with the first ever Zombie Dash in the
Spring of 2012. VanTongeren said Zombie
Dash is a 5K run and night and so much
more.
“It’s a haunted house, and a flag
football game and an obstacle course,”
VanTongeren said.
Last year, 1,200 runners and 400
hundred zombies participated in the event.
The cost to participate in the event is $45
for runners while zombies run for free. All
participants must register at thezombiedash.
com. There will be prizes for participants.
20 percent of the profits made from
this year’s Zombie Dash event will go to
Michigan Blood and Michigan Blood Stem
Cell programs.
“We thought that an organization
focused on blood would be the perfect
fit for the race,” VanTongeren said. “And
Michigan Blood agreed enthusiastically. We
use the race to encourage people to save
the lives of those fighting leukemia and
lymphoma. To help pay for the testing to get
on the registry, 20-25 percent of the race’s
profits go to Michigan Blood and Michigan
Blood Stem Cell programs, so runners and
zombies can sign up for free (instead of
paying $104 each).”
To ensure the safety of participants (of
whom must be 14 years or older; under 18
years old requires parent/guardian consent),
they have hired Grand Rapids Police officers
to close streets. They also require runners to
wear headlamps and most of the course is
well lit downtown. There will also be course
monitors throughout the quarantined area
to make sure runners and zombies are safe.
“There’s no experience like Zombie
Dash in the United States,” VanTongeren
said. “It’s really one-of-a-kind. People have
so much fun. You can make it an intense
experience, trying to evade hundreds of
zombies for three miles, or you can just run
with a group of friends and check out all
of the creative zombie costumes and enjoy
the incredible views of the downtown city
lights and river.”
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The holiday season to me is as much
like a good movie as anything I have ever
known. It starts with a terrifying bang as
Halloween rolls around and drifts into a
tense malaise as Thanksgiving brings old
relatives and new revelations. Christmas
and New Years then enter, sweet and
serenely, leaving our hearts content and
ready for a new beginning.
This sweeping plotline that we live
out year after year starts here though,
with October, and all the terror that it

brings with it. Of all events, big and small,
from hayrides to haunted houses, nothing
satisfies the palette quite like a good scary
movie.
Yet, every year the field of true horror
classics in film seem to die down, and we
are left with a isolated selections of slasher
films that do nothing more than flash nudity
and bore us with ridiculous premises. Save
for a few, of course. That’s where this list
comes in: The best horror films you are not
watching.
So many great titles exist under the
radar of the big time film industry. Horror,
after all, is best when done with a small

budget. Nothing can ruin the atmosphere
more than polished sets and A-list actors.
The best horror comes from the obscure,
poorly financed films by talented directors
who exist to frighten and terrify us.
So, this Halloween, spend a little
time inside with one of these excellent
and slightly more obscure horror films.
Available through a combination of Netflix,
VUDU and your local rental store, they vary
from easy to track down to special order
status. As your terror builds to a frightening
crescendo, you’ll be ready for a little sweet
relief as October bleeds into November.

“Martyrs”: A disturbing French film
that has deeply divided critics. Some view
it as a brilliant horror movie with heavy
existentialist undercurrents while some
feel it’s just a gross slasher flick made to
exploit violence. This divide has propelled
it to the top of many “Best” lists. Whichever
you feel, the tense and terrifying nature of
this intelligent and critically touted thriller
cannot be ignored.

“The Collector”: “The Collector” is a
cheaply made film borrowing concepts from
much more successful films such as Saw.
None of which changes how amazingly
cheesy, satisfying, and surprisingly scary
it can be. Watch it, then watch the sequel,
“The Collection” in a row. The double
dose of chintzy, gore-filled nonsense will
leave you feeling quite satisfied and very
entertained.

“V/H/S 2”: The original “V/H/S” was
a surprising critical success for a cheaply
made, under hyped film. The sequel is
even better. Five films from five different
directors, each using a creative combination
of handheld cameras, web cams and other
creative filmaking technigques to create a
home movie feel. For amateur filmmakers,
“V/H/S 2” is practically a lesson plan in
how to cheaply and effectively make a
horror film.

“Trick R Treat”: “Trick R Treat” is a
Halloween themed anthology film, with an
overlying story arch tying them all together.
Well received critically, it’s an excellent
under-the-radar film that fits Halloween like
a glove. Light on gore, it favors atmospheric
chills, storyline suspense, and general
mystery to outright bloodletting. Yet, it still
keeps a firm, bloody grip on the heart of
the viewer.

“The Orphanage”: “El Orfanato” as it’s
known in its native language, is a Spanish
horror film about a mother, her young
son, and his ability to communicate with
the spirits inside of their new house. It’s
an old concept, flawlessly executed, with
story twists that will floor you. Consider
this the classiest entry to the list, preferring
genuinely creepy sets and tense atmosphere
to cheap stunts and gore.

“Master’s of Horror”: “Master’s of
Horror” is not a single film, but rather a
collection of many films stemming from
popular filmmakers such as John Carpenter
(“Cigarette Burns”) to amateurs and foreign
film frighteners such as Takashi Miike.
Films in the series are hit and miss. It’s the
Russian roulette effect that makes watching
a film from the Master’s Of Horror so much
fun. Will you get a brilliant film or a dud?
Spin the chamber and take your shot.

A ‘supernatural’ work of non-fiction
By Elyse Wild
Collegiate Staff
Grand Rapids’ sinister and spooky
past is illuminated in the newly published
“Ghosts of Grand Rapids.” The book, by
Nicole Bray and Robert Du Shane with
Julie Rathsack, examines local hauntings
and reveals the truth behind some long told
urban legends.
“The research took a good year and a
half,” said author Nicole Bray. “We spent a
huge amount of time—countless hours—
on the local history floor of the public
library...hours and hours looking through
lithographs, death certificates and walking
through cemeteries to verify names and
dates.”
That dedicated research is what sets
the book apart. Numbering 128 pages, the
book is full of dissected local history.
“You can pick up tons of books on
hauntings in Michigan, and it’s all just a
repeat of what you can find on the internet.
We dig deeper,” Bray said.
Locations covered in the text are
extensive and includes the entire downtown
area and as far as Ada, Rockford and Algoma
Township. In the text, Bray presents the
truth about the AT&T Building, one of the
most well known Michigan haunts which
stands on the former site of a home where
a brutal suicide pact was carried out. An
entire chapter is dedicated to delving into
the rich past of Heritage Hill, it’s former
residents and the string of chilling murders
that took place in the neighborhood during
the 1970’s and 80’s, while another reveals
the origins of the hauntings at McFadden’s
and The Ritz Koney Bar and Grille, the site
of Grand Rapid’s oldest unsolved murder,
and the other worldly activity at St. Cecelia
Music Center.

Many know that the city was once a
booming furniture town, and a lot of the
buildings downtown once served as hotels
and boarding homes for those passing
through on business, where many suffered
unfortunate deaths. For instance, outside
of the Morton House, which was once the
Morton Hotel, an unlucky maintenance
worker was decapitated by a newly installed
luggage lift. On the corner of Division and
Fulton once stood the Livingston Hotel,
which was torn down after a deadly fire of
unknown origins, that the press referred to
as a “nighttime holocaust,” ripped through
the building, claiming lives and horrifying
the city.
“Ghosts of Grand Rapids” is the fourth
in a series by Bray and co-author Du Shane,
whose previous books explore ghostly
activity in Lansing and Kalamazoo. Bray
founded the West Michigan Ghost Hunters
Society in October of 1999 after a life long
interest in the paranormal. The Grand
Haven resident grew up in Ionia, in a house
that was haunted.
“As a kid, I knew there was something
wrong with the house,” Bray recounts.
“I grew up seeing my dolls fly across the
room.”
WMGHS currently has six members
and explores historical sights for evidence
of hauntings and also conducts home
investigations, which are often kept off
record in order to protect the privacy of
their clients.
For Bray, the experience of writing
the book and delving into the truth behind
things that go bump in the night was an
exciting one.
“I really enjoyed writing about the
Michigan Bell Building (now the AT&T
Building) and finding the truth behind that
legend. When I started the team back in

‘99, that is what everyone talked about,”
Bray said.
“Ghosts of Grand Rapids” aims to
advocate for the facts behind reported
paranormal activity in the area, something
that is made apparent by the sections that
are devoted to the debunking of myths that
over the years have served as the mastheads
of local macabre lore. Fear not, as the
authors prove here that the truth is far more
chilling than fiction.
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Planning for ‘I do’
By Shelby Corliss
A&E Editor
Every girl dreams of her wedding day,
but not every girl dreams of helping others
create their special day to perfection. Ellie
Henry, 18, is a freshman at Grand Rapids
Community College, studying to become a
wedding planner. “I have always enjoyed
social gatherings, parties, and just being
around people. Luckily for me, being a
wedding planner encompasses all those
characteristics and a happily ever after.”
Her dream began at the age of five
when she walked down the aisle as a flower
girl at her cousins wedding. Just like many
young girls, she loved the idea of dressing
up and seeing the bride in her fluffy white
dress walk down the aisle behind her as she
tossed flower petals. But she recalls having a
“deeper fascination with the entire wedding
scene than the average 5 year old.”
A wedding planner’s job is to coordinate,
organize and plan every detail of the
wedding day. From the bridal party arrivals,
to the marriage license, and to even making
sure that the newlyweds are safely sent on
their honeymoon. A wedding planner makes
sure that the florist, photographer, preacher,
caterer, location contacts, bridal party,
as well as the bride and groom are all on
the same page and prepared to make the
wedding day the perfect celebration.
As far as planning her own wedding,
“I’m waiting until I find that special someone
to plan my own wedding. I just want to
make everyone else’s perfect and magical in
the meantime,” Henry said.
Besides attending GRCC, she works as
a Wedding Consultant for Dunhill Tuxedo’s
in Grand Rapids. A typical day at Dunhill
Tuxedos entails measuring and fitting
tuxedos for guys of all ages. It also involves
picking styles and colors for wedding parties
and helping brides feel reassured and excited
about what the guys get to wear.
“I have the pleasure of dealing with
guys aging from 5 to 70 years old,” Henry
said. “Within this age range, I hear plenty
of stories, jokes, and even some life lessons
that make me love what I do every day.”
According to Henry, the hottest wedding
trend right now is using the colors grey and
yellow at the wedding. “Many weddings are
mixing these two colors in a way that makes

the combination seem like a year round
color palate,” Henry said.
At Dunhill, the most popular tuxedos
are many shades of grey. The use of the
color grey at weddings even extends to
decorations and flowers.
At a wedding, Henry said her favorite
part is witnessing couples see each other for
the first time. “This is a sacred and special
moment that tugs at my
heart every time I witness
it,” said Henry. “It jump
starts the events for the
day in an emotional yet
beautiful way.”
Henry has some
experience in the field of
wedding planning and
this is only the beginning.
Henry She has job shadowed
and has behind-the-scene
experience at weddings for multiple family
and friends.
The biggest and most costly mistake
she said people can make while planning a
wedding is trying to tackle every detail at
once.
“People should space out their “to-do
list” in a realistic timetable to ensure a less
stressful planning period and well thought
out party.”
Working at Dunhill Tuxedos gave
her the opportunity to work and attend
the Grand Rapids Bridal Show earlier this
month. “I loved every moment of being
at the Bridal Show and chatting with the
other vendors in the wedding business. It
was a great experience to see what other
companies and businesses are doing to help
make weddings the perfect event for each
couple,” Henry said.
If she could plan weddings anywhere
in the country she said she would want to
plan them beach-side. “I love beach front
weddings, as well as outdoor, vineyard,
greenhouse and backyard weddings.”
After finishing her basic courses at
GRCC, she plans to transfer to Grand Valley
State University to major in Hospitality and
Tourism Management with an emphasis
on Wedding Planning. She also hopes to
start her own business someday. For now,
Henry loves what she does and is excited to
continue following her dream of becoming a
wedding planner.
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Honors Biology program takes
field trip to Founders Brewery
By Sara Juarez
Collegiate Staff
When the Honors Biology students were
accepted into the Honors Program, never did
they envision themselves studying beer.
A few weeks ago, the Honors Biology 101
students at Grand Rapids Community College
took a trip with Professor Laurie Foster
to Founders Brewing Co., a local brewing
company located in Grand Rapids. A total
of 16 students went. While there, they got to
witness the art of beer making first hand.
“One of the features of the Honors
Biology class is to provide them with
learning opportunities that are contextual
to a real world application,” Foster said.
At the brewery, students learned about all
the various scientific processes involved
in producing beer. It was a great learning
experience and chance to break away from
the traditional classroom setting.
“We met with personnel from quality
control and the microbiologist and explored
every aspect of the science of beer making,”
said Foster. A few of the focuses included:
analyzing the effects temperature has on

the brewing process, testing the students’
comprehension on cell respiration and
fermentation, and discussing the historical
importance of beer making in America.
Taking a hands-on approach in student
learning can prove to be very beneficial.
“When learning is woven in direct ways
to apply the knowledge, it is assimilated and
retained in a notably enhanced way,” said
Foster. The Honors Biology department hopes
to continue with such learning opportunities.
Some future trips planned for the rest of
the semester include visits to:
Meijer Gardens, where students will
explore worldwide plant representatives.
Van Andel Research Institute, in which
students will meet with a head researcher in
action.
Spectrum Hospital, where they’ll receive
a pathology and histology tour.
Biology Book, and Breakfast, in which
students will discuss a biotechnology bioethical dilemma.
Grand Rapids Public Museum, where
students will conduct a diorama scavenger
hunt.
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Honors Biology Students tour Founders Brewing Co as part of the curriculum for
class.

A&E 11
‘Gravity’ will take your breath away

October 24, 2013

www.thecollegiatelive.com

Reviewed by Sean Walker
Collegiate Staff
I’ve often wondered what outer space
is like.
Empty, dark and quiet, Gravity shows
us a kind of outer space we haven’t seen
onscreen before. We’ve seen space movies
before such as Star Wars and Star Trek, but
never has a space movie looked or felt so
real before. Alfonso Cuaron, the director of
the film, brings you right into space from
the get-go, and that’s how it starts: empty,
dark and quiet.
Sandra Bullock and George Clooney
portray a pair of astronauts working on a
mission when space debris sends them
hurtling away from Earth. As they try to
find a way back to the planet, things go
from bad to worse many times. Stranded,
Bullock and Clooney’s characters must rely
on each other to survive.
And Bullock and Clooney give the
material their all-out best. Bullock in
particular has her best performance since
The Blind Side, and it had to be because she
spends more than half the movie holding
her own in a scene. Many of us know that
Bullock has not been in the best movies, but
this movie brings out something in her that
I don’t think we’ve seen before, something
that allows you to really connect with her as
both an actor and a character. Even among
the visual effects (which are stunning),
Bullock stands out as she struggles to stay
alive. In many ways, the movie’s story is
like a shipwreck survivor tale in spite of the
fact that it is set in space. Bullock uses every
mean possible to stay alive in a space that
can take her life in more than one way. Even
if the odds aren’t in her favor, she holds on.
Before disaster strikes, Bullock and
Clooney are compatible with each other,

e x c h a n g i n g
conversation
as
they free-float in
space.
When
a
huge space storm
hits, the realistic
look of it all really
makes you feel
like you are there,
especially if you see
it in 3-D (which I
recommend).
Bullock
and
Clooney are sent
tumbling away into
darkness, and the
first question one
thinks of in that
moment is “What
will happen next?”
Cuaron does his
best at making sure
we don’t get bored
as Bullock and
Clooney
embark
on their journey.
Surprisingly,
the
movie calms down
to the point that
you almost forget
the
disastrous
beginning and find
yourself
drawn
back into the quiet,
even as Bullock struggles, and it’s an eerie
feeling in a few ways. But Cuaron also
keeps us on our toes when Bullock runs
into disaster again and again, so the movie
never gets dull that way either.
From the acting performances to the
visual effects, everything in this movie redefines the word “Whoa.” If there’s any
way to define this movie, it’s gripping. Even
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though you yourself never leave Earth,
the movie feels so real that you’ll feel like
you’re there with Bullock and Clooney, and
even feel weightless long after you leave the
theater.
Five stars, no questions asked.

StandOUT to
put on drag show

On the ‘CUSP’: GRCC photo exhibit
By Erica Horoky
Collegiate Staff
“CUSP” is defined as the end where
two points meet, making it a fitting title
for the intriguing photography exhibit
featuring the works of Rachel Girard Reisert
and Tracy Longley-Cook.
The exhibit began Oct. 14 at the Grand
Rapids Community College’s Collins Art
Gallery and will be open until Nov. 8,
showing Cook’s “Estremoz” and Reisert’s
“Tropism”. Collins Art Gallery is on the
fourth floor of the Main building and is open
from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. Monday through
Thursday, and noon to 3 p.m. on Friday.
Filippo Tagliati, Gallery Curator
and Associate Professor in the Visual
Arts Department, chose to feature both
Reisert and Cook in the same exhibit
because of the unity and balance in their
work. Even though both of the artists use
different techniques and are interested in
exploring different topics, the photographs
flow together seamlessly to leave a solid
impression. Cook and Reisert both come
from the Cincinnati-Dayton Ohio area and
spent a lot of time together discussing what
kind of work they would exhibit and how

to coordinate it.
Cook spent the summer of 2010 in
Portugal after receiving the opportunity to
be an artist in residence at the Obras Center
for Arts and Sciences. Artist in residence
programs allow artists a time away from
their usual environment to reflect, research,
and produce new work usually related to
where they’re staying. Her “Estremoz”
project reflects her experience in Portugal,
particularly her response to the quality
of light in the new rural landscape. Many
of her photographs were taken in a small
courtyard on the campus grounds, which
practically became her studio during her
three-week stay. She worked with a 4x5
large view camera, commonly used among
photographers in the 19th century, but rare
to find today because of the technique
required.
Reisert’s “Tropism” explores the
complexity of perception and interpretation
through her photographs of trees. After
studying at the Arizona State University for
years, she returned back home to Cincinnati
and essentially rediscovered her home state.
“You sort of discover the landscape around
you all over again,” Tagliati said. “The
difference between Arizona and Ohio was

quite huge, and she was intrigued by the
fact that she spent her whole life in Ohio,
and when she came back home, it seemed
very different.”
Reisert
photographed
the
trees
throughout the seasons, intrigued by the
change of the trees and their history of
growth and life. A large similarity between
“Estremoz” and “Tropism” is in the tone and
color, which Reisert achieved through using
the historical cyanotype process. Invented
in 1842, the cyanotype photograph has a
distinct blue hue.
Tagliati’s goal with the CUSP exhibit,
or any exhibit featured at the Collins Art
Gallery, is ultimately to inspire students
to strive for the same results. “We don’t
want to show something of quality just to
celebrate the artists,” Tagliati said. “We also
want to push students to take action and
aim for the same quality.”
Tagliati urges students interested in the
type of art featured in CUSP to start off with
GRCC’s Photography 101 class. From there
students can take Photography 102 taught
by Tagliati and then continue on to the
more specific and advanced courses.

Sarah Davis/Photo Editor

By Clayton Cummins
Multimedia Editor
It’s time to straighten your wigs, glue
your rhinestones, and get your make up
in check as Grand Rapids Community
College’s StandOUT club prepares for it’s
third community drag show.
The drag show will take place at 7
p.m. this Friday in the Raider Grille in
GRCC’s Student Center. Expect a night full
of beautiful and talented performances
and free refreshments.
Admission is $5 for the public and $3
for students. Admission will be $2 if you
arrive in costume.
Entertainers for the night include
Tequila Sanchez, Sydney Chablis, J.
Breezy, Donna Delite, Jasinya Sanchez,
Dice Santana, Kylee Starr, Karloz Michaels,
and Giselle Monae.
For more information regarding the
event, visit GRCC StandOUT on Facebook.
The Collegiate’s Clayton Cummins will
be part of Standout’s drag show. Look for
more coverage online at thecollegiatelive.
com.

GRCC’s choir ensembles assemble for great show at St. Cecilia’s
Reviewed by Teresa Russo
Collegiate Staff
As the first few bars of the melody “At
the End of The Day” rang into the auditorium,
any die hard “Les Misérables” fan’s head
would jerk up. Immediately, I could tell my
attention would be elsewhere for the next few
hours, considering the first booming sound of
the vigorous voices was so riveting. Of course
it probably helped that the next five minutes,
would include some of the most classic
musical songs rolled into one compelling
piece. The medley concluded with the song,
“Do You Hear The People Sing,” the very last
song in the musical ”Les Misérables.” Sending
chills down my spine as I recalled the moving
ending of one of the greatest musicals of all
time, making for a promising beginning to the
concert.
Grand Rapids Community College’s Fall
Vocal Ensembles Concert was held Oct. 13
at the St. Cecilia Music Center in the Royce

Auditorium. The program included three
GRCC choir ensembles: the College Choir,
Concert Choir, and Madrigal Singers. The
choirs were directed by Stephen Barton and
accompanied by Ken Bos. Special guests, the
Rockford High School Chamber Singers, were
a great addition to the already talent filled
concert.
Soloists were also thrown into the mix,
including an inspiring rendition of “Close
Every Door To Me” from the powerful musical
“Joseph and The Amazing Technicolor
Dreamcoat.” Nicholas McCready mesmerized
his audience with his enthusiasm and
confidence, his soft tenor ringing throughout
the auditorium. Chelsea Molin also gave
a stimulating performance of “Non posso
disperar,” her piping soprano ringing the
hopeful italian love song into the audience.
Soloists gave the concert a nice variety, being
able to focus on a few prime studied voices,
was both fun and exciting to this audience
member.

The entire music
selection
for
this
concert was well
chosen. It included a
large variety of songs,
from super up beat
to some slower paced
songs. One particularly
enlightening song was
sung by the GRCC
Madrigal
Singers,
called “Sing Me To
Heaven.” This piece
is one of the most
beautiful prayers put
to music out there.
Outstanding
choice
made by the Madrigal
Singers, with their
powerful
skilled
voices they filled the
auditorium with a
moving prayer.

Teresa Russo/Collegiate Staff

GRCC concert choirs performs for their fall concert under the
direction of Dr. Barton at St. Cecilia Music Society.
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Lamplight Music Festival brings music home
By Erica Horoky
Collegiate Staff
Live music bridges the gap between
musician and audience, but rarely does that
experience go so far as to let you practically
sit at the feet of the artist. House shows
provide a rare intimacy and hospitality
that you wouldn’t find at a regular venue,
and the collective behind Lamp Light
understands this. Kevin Fein, member of
The Wallace Collective and attorney for
Lamp Light, put it simply: “You’re blurring
that line between audience and band, venue
and home.”
And that’s what makes the Lamp Light

Music Festival worth checking out.
The Lamp Light Music Festival,
presented by Do-It-Together Grand Rapids,
returns again Nov. 1 through 3 to deliver a
weekend full of stripped down music from
both local and national bands, craft vendors,
and engaging workshops in five homes
in Grand Rapids’ Eastown neighborhood.
Weekend passes can be purchased online
for $35, and day passes can be purchased at
any of the homes for $15.
Thirty-five bands will grace the living
rooms of the five Eastown dwellings
(The Bird House, The Hen House, The
Neighborhood House, The House of
Pancakes, and The Waffle House), each

Courtesy Art

home providing a unique experience as they
host the hundreds of festival goers that will
step foot in and out of their doors. Houseshow festivals are unconventional, but to
Lamp Light founder John Hanson, it’s the
most rewarding way to experience music.
“The goal is to create potentially the most
beautiful context for an exchange of music
directly from the artist, as pure and honest
as it could be, with as few distractions as
possible.”
This year’s festival will be featuring
Michigan favorites Frontier Ruckus, Ghost
Heart, Breathe Owl Breathe, and Jamaican
Queens, among a lineup of other local and
national talent.
The Soil & the Sun, a local favorite,
will kick off the festival at the Hen House
at 7 p.m. on Friday, Nov. 1. A short walk
across the street or around the block will
take you to the next house, and bands will
be playing until around 1 a.m. that opening
night. Music and workshops will continue
throughout the weekend, with Valentiger
closing up the festival at 8:30 p.m. Sunday.
When you need to get away from the
music for a bit, you can enjoy a selection
of
scheduled
workshops
including
bicycle maintenance, zine creation, food
fermentation, and screen printing. You
can expect more workshops announced in
the future, as there are still time slots for
more workshops waiting to be filled. “It’s
something to do during the day for people
that brought kids or just want to roam the
neighborhood. We’re expecting 300-400
people, so it’s a good break after a long

day,” added Dan
Climie, coordinator
for Lamp Light.
Tickets
are
Lamplight
already
selling
Music Festival
faster than they
Eastown
did last year as the
lamplightmusicfestival.com
community
gets
behind the idea of
Starts Fri. Nov. 1
this unique festival.
7 p.m. - 1 a.m.
But with growing
Until Sun. Nov. 3
numbers, what is
at 8:30 p.m.
it like to open your
home to so many
$15 for day pass
people? The aspects
$35 for weekend pass
of
Lamp
Light
that make it so
unique and inviting also make it the most
challenging. There has to be the balance
between keeping the experience intimate
and comfortable, but also allowing it to
grow and invite more people in. Although
there’s a degree of uncertainty regarding
this year’s higher expected turnout, Lamp
Light continues to be inspired by last year’s
results.
“It just worked. Nobody broke anything,
everything went so smoothly,” Fein said. “It
was amazing and really encouraging that if
you put out an event like this, people will
respond with respect.”
Visit
www.lamplightmusicfestival.
com to purchase tickets, view the complete
lineup and schedule, and for event
locations. For more information, join the
Lamp Light Music Festival 2013 event page
on Facebook. Make sure to arrive early!

If You Go

BaCon convention celebrates bacon and beer Int’l Guitar
By Jessica Langowski
Collegiate Staff
Sweet, savory, tangy, and mouthwatering; that is what best describes the
various tastes of bacon. There will be a
conference dedicated to all things bacon
on Saturday and Sunday, Nov. 2 and 3,
at the DeltaPlex Arena in Grand Rapids,
unlike any other. The West Michigan BaCon
Festival is a unique food tasting conference
that was made specifically for the bacon
and beer lovers of the world.
“This is a fun
and creative food
event and people
love all things
bacon,” said Chris
BaCon
Hudson, director of
DeltaPlex Arena
Event Development
www.deltaplex.com
and Sales at the
DeltaPlex. “It’s an
opportunity
for
Nov. 2 — 3
bacon lovers to try
3 p.m. - 8 p.m.
lots of great bacon
$20
and beer.”
If you want to

If You Go

“make it bacon and enjoy the pig”, BaCon
Fest offers participants a walk-around taste
event where you can devour delicious,
tasty bacon-inspired dishes served on
small plates, cocktails, and brews
from local chefs, connoisseurs,
restaurants, artisans, breweries,
and
bacontrepreneurs.
Restaurants
have
the
chance to compete in
three
competitions
at
the Fest: the Fine Swine
award, which goes to the
restaurant who prepares
the best dish; the Sueyeet
Eats award, which goes to
the most creative dish; the
Top Hog award, which goes
to the most popular dish, or the
people’s choice.
The first ever West Michigan BaCon
Festival was founded by the DeltaPlex
Arena. It will be held from 3 to 8 p.m. in
the evening. General admission into the
conference is $20 and includes four beverage
tickets and six food tickets. VIP BaCon
Master admission includes eight beverage

tickets, 12 food tickets, and a souvenir
apron. Additional tickets can be bought at
the conference for $1 each. Tickets are on
sale now at www.deltaplex.com or at
the DeltaPlex Arena box office,
2500 Turner Ave. There will
be a $3 discount to ticket
buyers who bring a Kids’
Food Basket donation
item to the box office.
A portion of the
proceeds made from
this year’s BaCon Fest
go to the Kids’ Food
Basket charity, which
serves over 5,000 kids
at 30 schools in Grand
Rapids and Muskegon
because one in four children
experience hunger in West
Michigan.
More information on the West
Michigan BaCon Festival can be found at
www.grbaconfest.com.
“BaCon will be an amazing event and
if you love bacon and beer, this is the place
for you,” Hudson said.

GR Comic-Con rents DeltaPlex for 2014
By Josh Diendorf

attended, and around 2,000 people were
turned away, because they quickly reached
capacity.
A line, which first began as a few
hundred people, soon grew so much that it
had stretched past the Home School Building’s
parking lot and into the grassy area beyond.
It was a bright sunny day, one where
some costume-clad fans had to remove some
pieces of their guises
to beat the heat, but
it didn’t diminish the
aura of excitement
that surrounded the
event.
“I’m honestly just
glad there’s finally a
Comic-Con in Grand
Rapids,” said Julia
Fisher, 22.
Vendors, artists,
and writers packed the
event, selling items
from original artwork
and classic comics, to
action figures and rare
memorabilia.
Courtesy Mac Briggs
While the show
is much smaller than
most Comic-Cons, the
Cosplayers pose at first annual Grand Rapids Comic-Con.
obvious demand seen

Collegiate Staff
Grand Rapids Comic-Con had a good
problem with its inaugural event this past
Saturday: there wasn’t enough room to fit all
the attendees in at one time.
The event took place at the Home School
building in Wyoming, where, according to the
event’s Facebook page, around 3,500 people

from how many people attended is a good sign
for things to come.
“Seeing how many people came this year,
I can’t wait to see how big this event gets in the
future,” said Zachary Thomas, 19, an attendee
from Wyoming.
The 2014 event will be taking place that
November, from the 21st to the 23rd, at the
DeltaPlex, which is about four times the size
of this year’s location.
According to Grand Rapids Comic-Con’s
Facebook, the 2014 event will feature a 1400%
increase in budget, a three day span instead
of one, five to eight Hollywood celebrities,
more nationally known comic book artists, an
expanded gaming room, and much more.
Advance tickets for the 2014 Grand Rapids
Comic-Con will go on sale six months before
the event through the DeltaPlex.
Tickets will be $12.50 per day or $31.50
for all three days for those 13 and over. Tickets
for ages 5 to 12 will be $5.50 per day and
$12.50 for all three days, and children under 5
can attend for free.
Grand Rapids Comic-Con said on their
Facebook page that ticket prices are still
subject to change.
Dates and locations for Grand Rapids
Comic-Con in 2015, 2016, 2017, and 2018 will
be officially announced soon on the event’s
official Facebook page.

Series hosts
Cavatina Duo

Courtesy Photo

Husband and wife duo bring level of
musical intimacy to GRCC.

By Joshua Vissers
Editor-in-Chief
The second installment in Grand
Rapids Community College’s International
Guitar Series features The Cavatina Duo at
7:30 p.m. on November 7. The duo consists
of Eugenia Moliner, who is from Spain and
plays the flute, and Denis Azabagic, who is
from Bosnia and plays the guitar.
The Cavatina Duo has played across
the world, in countries like Germany,
Spain, The United Kingdom, Taiwan, China
and the United States. Classical Guitar
Magazine in the United Kingdom and
FluteTalk, a magazine in the United States,
have both featured the Duo on their cover.
The now-married couple met while
studying in the Netherlands, at Rotterdam’s
conservatorium, and released their first
album in 1999.
“We have tried for years to promote
original music written for our combination,”
they said in an interview with Pipeline
Magazine.
GRCC’s International Guitar Series
brings worldwide classical artists several
times a year. Concerts are held in Room
200 of the GRCC Music Center. Admission
is $15 for adults and $10 for students and
seniors.
For more info on the series call 2343940, or visit http://www.grcc.edu/music/
internationalguitarseries, where ticket
pricing and parking information will be
posted.
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Have you ever wondered:
• What classes do I still need to graduate?
• What if I change my major?
• How do I plan what courses to take next semester?

Introducing a tool to help
you stay on a clear path
to graduation!
Log into your
Online Student Center and
access MyDegreePath
NOW!

Explore. Plan. Learn. Graduate.

Grand Rapids Community College is an equal opportunity institution.
GRCC is a tobacco free campus. 1213-9332 01/13
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Volleyball coach celebrates 200th win
Raiders
Volleyball beats
Lake Michigan
College
Red Hawks
By Teagan Burns
Sports Editor

Courtesy Photo

Coach Chip Will celebrates his 200th win alongside players Kaylee Mulder and Abbie Gortsema after the game against the
Lansing Community College Stars at the Ford Fieldhouse on Oct. 8.

By Teagan Burns
Sports Editor
Grand Rapids Community College
Volleyball Coach Chip Will celebrated a
milestone 200th win when the Raiders beat
the Stars of Lansing Community College Oct.
8.
Will has been the head coach for seven
years at GRCC and posted a win percentage
of 82.3 percent, losing only 43 games. Since
his 200th win, the Raiders have won two
more games, pushing Will’s win average up
to 82.8 percent.
“It’s something that a lot of kids and
a lot of families have been apart of, so that
was kind of nice that we were able to see
a lot of our former alumni come back, and
a lot of former parents come back... it was
special in that regard, that it was celebrated
from a lot of kids past and present,” Will
said.
Athletic Director Charlie Wells said this
is a big accomplishment for Will and GRCC.
“As a coach, that’s an awesome thing
to have happen because you look at a
career, you know, if you’re lucky to spend
15 -20 years in coaching like that, that’s
a milestone,” Wells said.

Will was not the only one celebrating
the big win. “I was honored to be a part of
the celebration, especially because tradition
is such a big part of our program, he deserves
it,” said sophomore Abbie Gortsema.
Gortsema began playing this year
for the Radiers when she transferred
from
Clemson
University,
where
she previously played volleyball.
Gortsema says she prefers the way Will
coaches to past experiences she’s had.
“His coaching style is relaxed, but he is
intense when necessary, which is the perfect
mix for our team,” she said.
Wells agrees that Will has a proven
coaching style.
“He’s able to motivate, his strongest
attribute is his ability to be able to motivate
and lead and he’s done that very well.
“He’s motivated them, I mean,
you take the loss we encountered (Oct.
14), tonight they were right back up on
point playing to the best of their abilities
and giving great effort. And again, it’s the
motivational part of the coach that I think
brings a lot of that, in addition to, the
determination of the athlete that is definitely
been able to motivate them.”
Wells says he hopes the team will

earn Academic All American honors again.
“That’s a very important piece because
they’re there for the education,” he said.
“I’m hoping that this group this year will
achieve that same (honor) we did last year,
in addition, to the playing in the national
tournament as well.”
Wells has also been impressed by how
much Will has surpassed all his expectations
as a coach.
“He’s done a wonderful job leading and
directing and guiding that program to where
it’s ranked in the national level each year,”
he said.
Will’s team finished with a losing
record his first year as coach, but Wells said
Will never looked back.
“I’ve talked to the athletes, a lot, and
they’re giving me positive feed back... so
yeah I’m very pleased.”
“Chip is a very young coach right
now,” Wells said. “So by the time this thing
is all said and done it could be upward
into the 800th to 1000th win, you know, if
he sticks around that long,...I can see that
happening.”
Caleb Day also contributed to this article.

Faculty steps up to the fitness challenge
By Jason Babcock
Collegiate Staff
The Grand Rapids Community College
staff and faculty have squared off in a heated
fitness challenge. The fitness challenge
inspires participants to count steps, and

Sarah Davis/Photo Editor

Professor Yan Bai of the Political
Science department adds steps to
his total, working out at the Ford
Fieldhouse.

convert other activities they do into steps.
The contest started Sept. 3, and ends Friday.
Amazon gift cards will be handed out to
individuals who performed certain goals
during the contest.
When asked about participation in
this competition, the Wellness Coordinator
for GRCC, Julie Otte said, “Participation is
much higher than expected, there are 209
employees currently doing the challenge.”
Otte said some participants have started to
form teams, and the competition is stiff.
Faculty and employees are welcome to
join at any time, and can sign up at grcc.
walkertracker.com.
One of the goals for the fitness
challenge is to try and get people to move
more than they did yesterday. That goal is
being tracked on the website, so people can
actually track and see how they are doing
day to day. Misty Mcclure, one of the staff
members doing the challenge said, “The
online tool really ramped the competition. I
would share I did today on the website, and
challenge others about tommorow.”
Other activities can also be converted
into “steps” and the list of activities ranges
from dusting, to doing a Zumba class.
Quynh Pavlov, another participant said, “I
tried a spin class for the first time, I’ve been
going every Wednesday and I plan to keep

going even after the competition is done.”
An anonymous supporter of the fitness
challenge also donated Amazon gift cards
to the cause, which are being given out
participants who do the best in certain
categories in the challenge. They range from
doing the most steps, the best picture taken
while out on your walks for the challenge.
Otte also shared some advice for
participants in the challenge, “ Try to move
a little more today than you did yesterday,”
she said. Another tip for the challenge was
to make excuses to walk to places, instead
of calling someone on the phone, walk
over to where they are and talk to them.
Leah Nixon, who is doing the challenge
commented that the competition was
inspiring her to to be more conscious of
how much exercise she does in a day, and
that she has started to use stairs instead of
elevator’s and she walk around downtown
more often instead of driving.
Wellness classes have also started
around the campus for employees and
student workers to take, however this
semester students can now attend. The cost
is $20.00 per 7 week session. Each person
chooses a main class they can attend, and
then they can also attend one other class
regularly.

The Grand Rapids Community College
women’s volleyball team continues their
season with a win against the Red Hawks
of Lake Michigan College. At the Ford
Fieldhouse on Tuesday, the Raiders tried a
different approach to the game.
“Tonight, we actually tried a whole new
lineup... something we looked at kind of as
long term, and how we’re going to win at
regionals,” Head Coach Chip Will said. Will
has been a part of the coaching staff for seven
years.
“We threw the kids in positions that
helped us do that, tonight was the first step...
I thought it went really well with that new
lineup.”
The new lineup provided promising
results with a 3-0 win for the Raiders. “Today,
I think we played really well as a team, I
think we really worked well together as a
team and we had a lot of fun, we didn’t have
much pressure on us,” freshman Taylor Gates
said. Gates plays setter for the team.
The three sets played ended with the
scores of 25-9, 25-9, and 25-15.
“Passing was amazing,” Gates said.
“Everyone did their job and played well.”
Overall the Raiders have a conference
record of 11-2 and an overall record of 25-5.
The team’s next game is against the Bruins
of Kellogg Community College at 6:30 p.m.
today in the Ford Fieldhouse.
Caleb Day and Jaquelyn Zeman also
contributed to this article.

Upcoming Schedule
All games listed are home
* Volleyball games are played
at the Ford Fieldhouse
Volleyball
October 24
vs. Kellogg Community
College
6:30 p.m.
Mens Basketball
November 14
vs. Aquinas College JV
7:30 p.m.
Womens Basketball
November 13
Owens Community College
TBA
For complete schedules,
results, and statistics visit
www.grccraiders.com

On the Web
GRCC.Collegiate
@GRCC_Collegiate
collegiate@grcc.edu
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The Collegiate guide to fantasy football Fall golf

season
wraps up

How to navigate
injuries and work
the trade channels

By Travis Devlin

By Tom McAleese

Collegiate Staff

Collegiate Staff
Fantasy football has become a billion
dollar industry and with 18 million people
playing worldwide, chances are you play, or
know someone who does.
With the fantasy football season half
over a lot of you are looking towards the
playoffs, while others are giving up after
being riddled with injuries, or just flat out
losing interest.
For those of you who are still looking position, and don’t be afraid of trading
to claim a championship, I put together a away your top players in favor of depth.
little guide to help you for the rest of this Sometimes depth is an upgrade.
Selling high is great way to work the
season and beyond.
If you have dealt with injuries but trade channels. What that means is if you
you’re still alive, and you’re looking to have a player that is not quite established
make some trades, or your team is healthy as a top tier player yet, but has just had a
and you just want to tighten up roster a bit big game, it may be a good idea to sell that
player while his stock is high to address
this article is for you.
The most frustrating and unpredictable other needs on your team.
A perfect example of this is Eddie
part of fantasy football is the injuries. This
is why when building your roster you need Royal. Royal started off the season scoring
to have safety valves in place, and prepare five touchdowns in the first two games.
for the inevitable. This could be as simple There was no way he could keep up those
as having the back up to one of your star kind of numbers throughout the course of
players, or drafting several middle tier the season, so selling Royal at that point
players as opposed to one top-flight player. would have been the smart move, as his
stock was never going to
Depth is important. You
be higher, and he was not
can’t prevent injuries,
going to finish the season
but you can prevent
“You can’t prevent
as a top ten wide receiver.
losing your whole season
injuries, but you can
The
basic
rule
because of them.
prevent losing your
with selling a player
Injuries
can
also present a huge whole season because of high applies to players
that are young or have
opportunity for forwardthem.”
never really shown any
thinking owners. Injuries
consistency over the
ultimately
lead
to
course of their career, or
someone else ascending
the depth chart, knowing which players have a small chance of continued success.
Other players that have been great sell
these are and adding them to your roster
can win champions. For example, if you high candidates this year have been Alshon
picked up Terrance Williams when Miles Jeffery, and Rueben Randle. A personal
Austin got hurt this season, you’ve reaped example of this is trading Eddie Royal for
the benefits. Always know who benefits Knowshon Moreno after week two and that
when, unfortunately, a player gets hurt. has worked out very well.
Buying low is the flip side of selling
It is always a good practice to ‘handcuff’
your running backs as well. For example, high, obviously. Buying low on a player
if you have Demarco Murray, it is extremely usually pertains to well established players
advantageous to have Joseph Randle as that have been underachieving that you
can acquire for pennies on the dollar, or
well, given Murray’s injury history.
If you’ve lost a couple players but still at a much lower price than they may have
have valuable assets on your team, maybe been previously valued. When buying low
on a player, you need to make sure there is
it’s time to start looking for trades.
Trading is essential to building a a chance that player can rebound and get
championship team. Never look at your back to their high scoring consistent ways.
When looking for a trade, look at
roster post-draft as the roster you’re going
to finish the season with. You should what other teams need when sending them
always be looking to upgrade. Never make a offers. If someone has just lost their top
trade unless you are upgrading a particular quarterback to injury and is flushed with

Courtesy of MCT Campus

Top Waiver Wire Adds Week 8
1. Mike James (RB Tampa Bay)
2. Jarrett Boykin (WR Green Bay)
3. Jordan Reed (TE Washington)
4. Darrius Heyward-Bey (WR Indianapolis)
5. Roy Helu Jr. (RB Washington)
wide receivers, and you happen to have two
good quarterbacks but need another wide
receiver, that is someone you need to target
to make a trade with. Take advantage of
what people need to improve your team.
This may be looked at as bad form, but if it
helps you win, that’s all that matters.
After your team is set, and you’ve made
all the trades you can make at the moment,
it’s time to look at defenses. Team defense
and special teams is the most overlooked
roster spot in fantasy football. There are
very few defenses you can plug in every
week and get consistent performances from.
This year, Seattle and Kansas City fall
into that group. If you don’t own one of the
top tier defenses because, if you’re like me,
you didn’t want to waste an early draft pick
on one, then the best way to maximize your
scoring is by cycling in defenses that have
good match-ups.   By finding out which
teams give up the most fantasy points to
opposing defenses, you will know who to
play.
This won’t work every week, but it’s a
sound strategy and one I have used for many
years and won many championships. This
year the teams giving up the most points
to opposing defenses are the Jacksonville
Jaguars, Houston Texans, and New York
Giants. Playing those teams opposing
defenses will yield you some good points.
For daily information on who to sit and
start, what players are poised for breakout
games, and all the latest breaking news
related to fantasy football, follow me on
Twitter @FauxFootball1.

The
Grand
Rapids
Community
College Golf team took second place with
a total score of 651 out of 15 teams at the
Koehler Collegiate Classic in Koehler, Wis.
at Whistling Straits Golf Course, where
according to Coach Bruce Vandenbeldt “we
were in heaven.”
Despite the second place finish, GRCC
was very proud with how they ended the
season. “Overall it was a solid fall season, we
won twice and came in second three times,”
Anthony Conaway said.
Vandenbeldt
seemed to agree. “We had a riot, it was an
amazing tournament and it was one of the
best fall seasons we’ve had,” he said.
Sophomore, Jared Multer led the
Raiders with scores of 76 and 73 over two
days with a total of 149. Fellow sophomore,
David Thompson finished with scores of 78
and 73 and the freshman, Zach Bialik scored
75 and 74. Vandenbeldt has taken note of
these scores over the season, and had some
strong words for his players. “Jared Multer
has taken his game to a whole new level.
David Thompson has played so well, and
Zach Bialik has fit right in,” he said.
“We just can’t wait for the spring.
Our goal is always to win the National
Championship,” Vandenbeldt said.
The GRCC Golf fall season has come to
a close, but they are looking forward to the
upcoming challenges in the spring. “We’re
looking forward to the big tournaments
in the spring,” Multer said. With many
promising finishes over this season, the
Raiders have shown that they can compete
with top teams.
“This team is capable of winning a
national championship and that was our
goal at the beginning of the season and it
still is,” Conaway said.

Jared Multer pitching from one of the
many bunkers at Whistling Straits

By Tom McAleese

What late round fantasy football draft pick on your team are you most excited about?

Derek Cornish
Age 22
Lowell

“Rob Gronkowski”

George Khnouf
Age 20
Grand Rapids

“Jordan Cameron”

Maddy Jones
Age 18

Trevor Scheidel

Doug Desmarais

Grand Rapids

Age 21
Comstock Park

“Knowshon Moreno”

“Danny Woodhead”

“Giovani Bernard”

Age 32
Wyoming

