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From left, Mitch Carpenter, Samantha Ebenohoeh and Joe Long study in the Math Lab on the first
floor of Cook Academic Hall.

By Carla Villasana-Acosta
Collegiate Staff
Final exams week, that crucial
time of every semester is fast
approaching and you need to be
ready for it. Read on for tips on
how to prepare for finals and give
yourself the best chance to ace
your exams.
Time Management: Without
a planned schedule, it becomes
even more complicated to balance
between classes, work, family,
and rest. Jill Woller-Sullivan, an
academic advisor at Grand Rapids
Community College, explained that
“whether it is a written planner
or a calendar on your phone,
(know) when you have everything
due.” Woller-Sullivan also said that
time management can be used as
a strategy to avoid falling behind
throughout the semester and to
plan spaces on your schedule to
spend studying for finals.
Identify study techniques:
There are many effective study
strategies students can choose

from, but they need to be selected
according to the subject area.
For example, Woller-Sullivan
explained
that
for
courses
involving specific details such as
history or anatomy, flashcards
become an asset at the time of
learning the material. A student’s
learning style is an important
factor as well. While some may
prefer studying by themselves in
a quiet place, others may learn
better when they discuss the
information in a study group, said
Woller-Sullivan. Recognize the
environment and techniques that
help you the most and build your
study plan accordingly.
Be familiar with the course
syllabus and organize the
material: Since a course syllabus
provides the expectations and
assignments for a specific class,
“students should know based on
the syllabus what kind of materials
they need to pull together to study
for that class,” Woller-Sullivan
said.
She also explained that by

early organizing and putting
together every assignment, notes,
handouts, and tests, you can
avoid wasting time looking for
the material you need, and you
can focus immediately on actual
studying. Identifying the type of
test and the content it will cover
(cumulative or specific chapters)
are also helpful tools in order
to make the study session as
productive as possible.
Take short breaks and
choose the healthy road: Taking
a 15-minute break after an hour
of studying and then going back
to work can help you retain the
material. However, it is very
important to remember that “the
point is not to take a big break but
to get back on track.”
Studying in short amounts
of time is more helpful than just
cramming the night before.
“Cramming typically doesn’t
work,” explained Woller-Sullivan,
“You may remember a couple

See Exams, page 2

The
Student
Leadership
Advisory Council has released
preliminary revisions to the
Student Congress Constitution,
but the ratification of the full
document and Student Congress
Elections have been pushed to
next semester.
“We’ve
been
working
diligently on the restructuring
process since mid-July, and we
had set the goal to have the
constitution ratified by the end
of this month,” said Nic Bush of
SLAC, about the delay, “However,
if we’re going to do it, we’re going
to do it right.”
Among the revisions are
changes to voting membership,
required representation of clubs,
and the amount of money that
can be requested by a student
club without a general vote.
Students will have to register a
week in advance to vote, and be
present at the meeting during
which the vote is held. Clubs,
while encouraged to attend, will
no longer be required to show up
to receive their budget. Budget
requests used to be approved by
the Finance Committee if the
amount was under $1,000, but
now that limit has been lowered
to $500. This money comes out of
each student’s Campus Activities
Fee, charged at enrollment.
“We’re going to continue
to seek student input, work on
tightening the loop-holes, and
have a functioning, purposeful
Student Congress before the end of
the Winter Semester,” Bush said.
The next meeting of SLAC is
scheduled for 2 p.m. on Dec. 5,
in the Multi-purpose room behind
the Quiet Cafe in the Student
Community Center.

GRCC Police cadets meet academic, physical requirements
By Lauren Winther
Collegiate Staff
Thirty cadets graduated from
Grand Rapids Community College
Police Academy on Nov. 7, and
new recruits are gearing up to
begin their training in January.
Before students join the
academy, they must meet all
academy requirements before
enrolling and being accepted.
Students must pass and
complete ten prerequisite classes
by January and have an overall
GPA of 2.0 to even be considered
for the academy.
“When you apply you have
to make sure you’ve reached all

the requirements, so you have to
have your license, CPR certificate,
pass the MCOLES, physical, and a
reading and writing test. I also had
to type a biography,” said Carlos
Negron, 21, a newly accepted
cadet.
The MCOLES is a physical
fitness test consists of four
separate events: vertical jump,
sit-ups, pushups, and a one and a
half mile shuttle run. This test is
no more than 45 dollars and must
be completed before the academy
begins.
Students also are given
a mentor to help guide them

See Academy, page 2
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Carlos Negron, police academy recruit, and Kyle Macklin, police
academy graduate.
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News
Campus Police
Reports
Compiled by Lauren Winther
Collegiate Staff

Damage to Property
11/15/13

A vehicle parked in the Bostwick parking ramp, level
five, had a flat tire on the driver’s side. The victim
changed the damaged tire and drove to her father’s
employment for him to view the tire. The victim’s
father believes the tire was “slashed”. The victim took
the damaged tire to be replaced.

Larceny
11/14/13

Two Aquinas College JV basketball players had their
belongings stolen at a game against GRCC’s men’s
basketball team. The players placed their property in
the Ford Fieldhouse training room during the game.
After the first period, the team returned to the training
room, which appeared to be fine. When leaving for
the second period, an Aquinas coaching staff member
left the door unsecured. The Ford Fieldhouse night
supervisor secured the door after he noticed the door
was left open.

Assist Another Department
11/13/13

Officers were dispatched to assist in a fight involving
several females in the ATC building. Upon arrival,
the fight had ended and the females were in a
computer room. All the suspects denied fighting. One
of the suspects was interviewed and ran in the law
enforcement database. Her name came back with a
misdemeanor warrant. The warrant was confirmed
with a bond of 100 dollars, which the suspect said she
could pay. The suspect called her mother to bring her
Higher One Card to GRCC for her, in order to pay the
bond.

Trespass
11/13/13

Officers were dispatched to Winchester Ally due to a
subject lying in front of the Subway restaurant door.
Officers were advised the suspect might have passed
out. Officers were aware that they have dealt with this
particular suspect before, he was arrested 11/8/13 for
an outstanding warrant. The subject is a registered
student but is not currently enrolled in Fall classes.
Officers woke the man up and had him sit in a chair.
The man was intoxicated; his speech was somewhat
slurred and he was slightly unsteady on his feet.
The suspect came to campus to find a place to sleep.
Officers escorted the suspect to the Campus Police
Department and put him into an interview room. He
was placed in a chair facing away from officers due to
his attempts to spit on the table. He also slammed his
forehead on the drywall. Before being released, officers
issued the man an appearance ticket.

Corrections
For Vol. 58, Issue 2:
In “Int’l Guitar Series hosts Cavatina Duo” on page 13,
Denis Azabagic’s name was misspelled.
With your help, we will report errors of fact in this
space every issue. If you notice an error, please call 616234-4157 and ask for an editor, visit us online at www.
thecollegiatelive.com or e-mail us at collegiate@grcc.edu.
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New policy under review to meet ADA rules
AGC to require all
in-class videos to have
closed captioning
By Joshua Vissers
Editor-in-Chief
The Academic Governing Council
is currently in the midst of reviewing
a new policy that would require all
video shown in classrooms at Grand
Rapids Community College to have
closed captioning or subtitles. The
policy comes in the wake of multiple
Americans with Disabilities Act
violations at GRCC, and in light of
several other colleges in the country
being served with class-action lawsuits
over the failure to caption video.
“Most faculty are in support of
providing a learning environment
that is equitable for all students,” said
Jan Chapman, assistant professor of
English and member of the Academic
Governing Council at GRCC. But that
doesn’t mean there aren’t concerns
about the potential requirements.
“...some faculty are concerned that
implementing the policy will require
an extended wait with materials they
commonly use for a course,” said
Chapman. “Others are concerned

Academy
Continued from page 1
through the process. Kyle Macklin,
20, is a recent academy graduate and
acted as Negron’s mentor.
“How I see it is, I’m going to do
the best I can to prepare them for the
academy in the future, because I know
they’re going to be my backup when
we’re on the road,” Macklin said.
Once accepted, the process
doesn’t end for students; they must go
through an interview as well.
“The interview process generally
consists of four to five people, consisting
of officers, lieutenants, chiefs, and
the (police academy) director Jodi
Richhart. During the interview there
is a tape recorder recording you. After
the interview, you will receive a letter
either accepting or denying you,”
Macklin said.
Once training begins begin, the

Exams
Continued from page 1
things, but if you’re cramming for more
than one (course) and you’re tired, your
brain’s ability to retain (information) is
going to be pretty limited.”
Even though it is not easy to
accomplish, healthy eating habits and
sleep patterns can help you get even
more energy to be more productive
during the day. Also, Woller-Sullivan
recommended that you should avoid
trying energy drinks or excess of
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“Currently this is our obstacle,
in converting video used in up to
the minute learning,” Dorsey said.
“It poses a challenge in terms of the
policy, but it also poses a considerable
challenge to any deaf or hard of
hearing students who are unable to
participate in this opportunity because
the format is inaccessible.”
The policy will be discussed at the
next AGC meeting at 3 p.m. on Dec.
10 in the Multi-purpose room of the
Student Community Center. A final
hearing of the policy will take place in
January.

cadets’ education focus on many
different aspects, including firearms,
procedural law, ethics, reporting
writing, criminal law, and accident
investigations.
Besides typical training, cadets
also participate in volunteer activities.
“The recruits volunteer many
hours of their time to assisting local
departments with their in-service
police training, where the recruits
act as role players and safety officers.
This year we did the 26 Acts of
Kindness where each squad did an act
of kindness every week for the first
26 weeks of the academy,” said Jodi
Richhart, Police Academy Director.
On top of the academic
requirements,
interview
process,
cadets must not only invest themselves
but also their money into this program.
According to the Police Academy
Website, pre-application expenses
are approximately 200 dollars. The
tuition for residents, non-residents,

and tuition cost for the police academy
program including prerequisite classes
is also listed.
For students who are joining the
academy without prerequisites, tuition
varies based upon residency just like
regular classes. For residents, tuition
is 4,635.00 dollars while nonresidents
pay 9,967.50 dollars.
Residents
with
prerequisites
tuition is 7,828.00 dollars while
nonresidents with prerequisites will
play 16,834.00 dollars.
As part of the associate degree
requirements, students must also do an
internship with local law enforcement
to further understand what a typical
day on the job will consist of.
The 2014 application period
is closed but students wishing to
apply for 2015 can do so in July.
For further information on the
Police Academy, visit grcc.edu/
criminaljustice/policeacademy

caffeine during or right before finals
week if you do not know how your
body is going to respond.
When it comes to final exams,
Woller-Sullivan explained that “you
prepare from the first day of class.”
That is why it is so important to
keep up with all the classes and try not
to fall behind. However, there is still
time to organize your notes and seek
help in the areas that you need.
GRCC offers a wide range of
services to students including:
* The Academic Support Center

provides tutors and labs on campus
that offer assistance for different
courses.
* The Counseling and Career
Center will also offer a Final Exam
Prep Workshop at 4:30 p.m. Dec. 2 in
336 Student Center for extra tips before
finals.
* “Exam Cram” is an event where
you can go and study all day with
tutors from 10a.m.-10p.m Dec. 7 and 8
at the GRCC Library.

Campus Events

Associated Collegiate Press
National Pacemaker Award Finalist
1991, 1997, 1998, 2001, 2008
Joshua Vissers
Editor-in-Chief

about reduced spontaneity for current
events. Several instructors wonder
about materials used by students in
presentations. Will the policy apply to
their presentations, as well?”
Dominic Dorsey, Director of
Accessibility at GRCC, is confident that
these issues can be resolved.
“If approved there would be a
period to work out all of the process
issues in how it would actually be
implemented before going into effect
at a later determined date,” he said in
an email. “The policy isn’t designed
to just benefit students who are deaf
or hard of hearing; it benefits students
who are English language learners,
students with ADD or ADHD, or simply
students with learning challenges who
are aided by the captions to improve
note taking or cementing concepts and
increasing comprehension.”
Faculty are also concerned about
obtaining the copyright to subtitle each
video, and the accuracy of existing
closed captioning.
“One instructor noticed that
there were major errors in the first
thirty seconds of a video and that the
errors were substantial for accurately
comprehending the text,” Chapman
said, referring to a Youtube video
a teacher wanted to use for class on
short notice.

Dec.

5

December 5 - December 19

Instrumental Winter
Ensemble Concerts:

Orchestra, Guitar
Ensembles, Small String
Ensembles, Campus Band, Wind
Ensemble, Mariachi, and other
Small Ensembles. St. Cecilia
Music Center. Admission: adults
$5; students and seniors $3.

Dec.

8

Songs for the
Holidays:

GRCC Music
Department Choral Ensembles
Concert at St. Cecilia Music
Center. Admission: adults $5;
students and seniors $3

Dec.

6

Kent Philharmonia
Orchestra Children’s
Concert:

The Nutcracker Ballet in
collaboration with the Flat River
Dance Company at St. Cecilia
Music Center. Admission: adults
$8; sudents and seniors $4.

Dec.

12-14
19-21

Actors’ Theatre
Presents: VENUS
IN FUR by David
Ives
Spectrum Theatre
at 7 p.m.

Dec.

7

Kent Philharmonia
Orchestra Children’s
Concert:

The Nutcracker Ballet in
collaboration with the Flat River
Dance Company at Grandville
High School. Admission: adults $8;
sudents and seniors $4.

Dec.

19

Brain Games Club
232 ATC Hosted by
Older Learners Club
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Diversity Lecture Series speaker discusses his Autism
By Clare Kolenda
Collegiate Staff
John Elder Robison, autism advocate
and bestselling author, spoke on Wednesday
night at Fountain Street Church as part of
Grand Rapids Community College’s Diversity
Lecture Series. His lecture focused on telling
stories of his past, showing the crowd in
a remarkable and entertaining way, that
autism is not a disability, but can be used as
a gift to society.
“Autism also has
beauty. It is the creative
fire that has brought so
much to society,” Robison
said, emphasizing on
how the “drawbacks” of
autism such as fixation
on particular interests,
intense
focus,
and
even obsession, can be
cultivated into helping
Robison
make this world a better
place.
Though Robison’s parents were both
professors at the University of Massachusetts,
he dropped out of high school in 10th grade.
Unlike today’s society, with its special
education programs that help individuals
with autism and Asperger’s syndrome cope
in a school setting, Robison was labeled
as lazy and dumb and considered a poor
student.
As he talked about the contrasts of what
living with Asperger’s syndrome was like
years ago to present day, Robison once again
drove his main point home: that autism can

be both a drawback and a gift. Because he
had dropped out of school, he moved away
from home at a young age and joined a
band. This would eventually lead him onto
the journey of his very colorful life which
involved touring with rock bands such as
Pink Floyd and KISS and working for Milton
Bradley on some of their top selling games
and products.
Throughout the night, Robison spoke
about the two sides of autism. One side that
consists of the drawbacks that make people
consider it as a disability. But Robison’s
message also contains hope; because he is
living proof that there are many attributes
of autism that has helped him have a
successful career.
“It was autism that made me a different
thinker. I was never smarter than these other
people. I was just wired differently,” he said.
“If you can be in a place where people work
different…you can be a star.”
Robison praised the efforts being made
to raise awareness of autism, and the early
diagnosis in children. “That is a great a
chance for parents to tell little boys or girls
that they are different and special and they
are not less,” he said, speaking in favor
of educating children at even a young age
about autism. “That awareness is magic.”
But along with his praise, he did
conclude there is still more work to be
done, especially in regards to the country’s
educational
system.
He
encouraged
incorporated reforms after the vocational
education model, which means providing
hands on learning and experience rather
than just having students sit in a classroom.

Robison placed
great
importance
in learning in a
community college
setting, where there
is more hands on
learning involved,
to be an important
aspect
in
the
education system.
“Community
colleges,
because
they are the closest
thing
to
hands
on
learning
in
Sarah Davis/Photo Editor
higher education,
are a vital link to
GRCC Board Chairperson Burt Bleke talks with John Elder
something
we’ve
Robison before the Diversity Lecture Series.
lost in education.”
finding a “cure”. Instead, autistic individuals
His story is
inspiring, but completely realistic as he should be treated as creatively minded
recounts his life, and how Asperger’s played people, with different ways in seeing the
a part in it. Robison isn’t a well-educated world.
“You can’t eradicate autism without
scholar, who has studied the disability from
a psychological standpoint and he was eradicating a vital part of society. They see
quick to admit this. Robison is instead a autism more as a disease to be cured.”
Robison’s passion is evident in his
man who has lived through most of his life
fighting against the odds and has come out message of awareness, but he also gives
back a dignity to those who are living with
victorious.
“Smart as you think you are testing a autism. He is focused on giving them hope.
“I think of all the things I have done,
kid, telling him what he can’t do, fact is,
you have no idea. Because I failed all those going out and spreading a message of hope
and promise for young people, families, and
tests. Yet, here I am.”
Robison also briefly mentioned his teachers, is probably the greatest thing that I
recent resignation of his leadership position have ever done,” Robison said.
with Autism Speaks. Robison maintains the
perspective that autism is not a disease like
cancer and shouldn’t be emphasized by

Honors Students air grievances over Study Skills class
By Caleb Day
Collegiate Staff
At the Nov. 11 Grand Rapids
Community College Board meeting, two
students petitioned the board for changes
to the College Life Success honors course
following their completion of the course.
CLS will be a requirement for all students
attending GRCC beginning in the fall
semester of 2014.

However, these students felt there
needed to be some addendums to the course
before this change was made.
“We felt we were underestimated as
students,” said first year GRCC student Evan
Christofferson. Both the regular and honors
versions of the course discuss note-taking,
studying, reading and career preparedness
skills, but not in depth. “In order to make
this more relevant to students, more time
needs to be spent on things like career

planning and financial literacy.”
GRCC
student
Kaylee
Hanson
questioned the approach taken to presenting
resources available to students.
“The problem is that not everyone
knows where the resources are,” Hanson
said. “So maybe have some class excursions
where we actually travel to the library and
talk to the librarians and see what kind of
resources we have.”
One trend stuck out as the primary

focus of Hanson and Christofferson’s
requests, more real life experience.
“Hopefully, in the future, seeing as the
class is now required, there will be more
emphasis on things that pertain to honors
students and less on note-taking and
comprehending abilities that we already
have from high school,” Christofferson said.
GRCC administrators could not be
reached for comment.

First MWest Competition kicks off
By Lauren Winther
Collegiate Staff

Jacquelyn Zeman/News Editor

The GRCC Board of Trustees at November’s board meeting.

Board continues to
hear complaints
about Actors’ Theatre
By Caleb Day
Collegiate Staff
Continuing debate surrounds the
Actors’ Theatre regarding the recent
production of “Love! Valour! Compassion!”
which debuted earlier this fall. The threeact play tells the story of eight homosexual
friends spending the holidays together, and
features a fully nude male actor during
part of the second act. In addition to the
comments made at last month’s Grand
Rapids Community College Board of Trustees
meeting, in which several community
members and one board member expressed
distaste with the theatre’s choice of plays,
the public comments of Monday’s board
meeting followed a similar pattern, with the
controversy dominating the conversation.
Before the public was invited to speak
at the podium, board secretary Olivia
Anderson read a series of six letters from
students, actors, and others addressed to
the board regarding the situation, with
strong opinions supporting both sides of
the argument. Among the letters was an
invitation from the Actors’ Theatre Board
of Directors to the GRCC Board of Trustees

to attend their next production, “Venus in
Fur.”
Following
this,
several
more
community members expressed their
distaste that public tax dollars are being
spent to subsidize material which conflicts
with their personal beliefs. “I understand
the college has always had a hands off
policy towards what is produced by Actors’
Theatre” said community resident and
taxpayer Virginia Walder. “How can this
institution allocate public funding and have
a hands off policy to content?”
Two current GRCC students also had
their time at the podium, during which
they proclaimed the benefits the theatre
is contributing to their education. “Actors’
doesn’t just bring us stories, it brings us
diverse stories” said GRCC student Rachel
Cain. “It creates a space where you and I
can walk in the shoes of another and maybe
leave with a little bit more compassion or at
least understanding.”
Trustee Richard Ryskamp took the
opportunity to reiterate his own stance
on the issue. He also chose to respectfully
decline the invitation to attend future
productions, claiming that having read
the script, he was adequately informed to
vote on the issue of financing the theatre.
“To those contemplating voting in June to
subsidize, I would encourage you to attend
before voting.” Ryskamp said to other board
members.

The very first MWest Competition was
further introduced Nov. 14 with a kickoff
event held at Kendall College of Art and
Design with a turnout of approximately 80
West Michigan college students.
Among the 80 students was Bo
Anderson, 22, Grand Valley State University
Graduate student who thought very highly
of not only the kickoff event, but the
competition as a whole.
“I competed in Grand Valley’s own
business plan competition in the past, but
this is a really cool chance to get students
from other disciplines and other schools
together to make something really cool
happen,” Anderson said.
The event began at 6 p.m. with a brief
PowerPoint about the MWest Competition
presented by Jon Moroney, a Kendall
College Industrial Design faculty member
The PowerPoint included an explanation
of why the competition was started and the
format and steps the students should take
when developing their business ideas.
“This competition was created by
seven colleges that traditionally held their
own plan competition and decided that it
was time to combined them all together and
create one gigantic event,” said Moroney,
37. The hopes are that students will mix
together from each school.”
The presentation also highlighted one
of the partners in the competition, Start
Garden, a program that helps fund and
further ideas.
Students can take advantage of different
workshops held by Start Garden in hopes
to further develop and guide their business
plan.
The Start Garden workshop schedule
list can be found at mwestchallenge.com
After the presentation, students were
allowed to come forward to present a 90
second pitch idea to inspire other students

or seek out other team remembers.
Students were also informed during
this event that the creators of MWest were
strongly considering having different
categories for prizes.
“I think it’s a great idea to have
different categories,” said Melissa Harper,
a 21-year-old Aquinas College student. “It
allows others a chance to win and really
shows that the judges care about more than
just a great business plan, they care about
how innovative you are.”
Several students pitched their ideas to
the audience.
The pitches included a new way of
grocery shopping, a used clothing library
and different food ideas.
After pitching, each person or team
headed to the back of the room to wait
and see if others would join them on their
business journey, allowing them to network
with one another.
The forum was set up in a relaxed and
more organic style, which Moroney said
was by design.
“We want them to take this seriously,”
he said.“We want them to treat these
business ventures as something they could
legitimately pursue as a business start up.
And we realize that in order to create that
motivation, it’s got to come from their
personal passion and we can’t structure that
too much. People have to genuinely believe
in what they’re trying to do and want to
connect with people and move these ideas
forward,” Moroney said.
“In order to do that, we’re just trying to
create some basic guidelines to make sure
that the resources, the talents, the frame
works for thinking and applying their ideas
to a structured business idea are there but
the way they play within those boundaries
is completely up to them.”
Those wishing to participate can still
sign up online at mwestchallenge.com
before Nov. 28.
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Child psychology program students give back to community
By Sara Juarez
Collegiate Staff
When most students think about
school, the traditional ideas of textbook
reading assignments and class lectures
usually come to mind. Well, suppose there
was a class that did much more than that.
Picture a class where the students not only
learn, but also use the information outside
the classroom while helping and motivating
others in the process.
The Child Psychology program at
Grand Rapids Community College has
incorporated service learning into the
class. Service learning is a method in
which community service is blended with
classroom education to provide a better
learning experience. It allows the students
to associate the material learned in class
with real-life experiences.
Students in the Child Psychology
program are required to put in 15 hours
volunteering at Family Promise, an
organization that provides support for
homeless families in financial crisis while
helping them get back on their feet.
Kate Byerwalter, the Child Psychology
professor at GRCC, believes this kind of
learning is indispensable.
“The primary purpose in doing any
experiential learning like this is to take
what we’re learning and make it real,”
Byerwalter said. “They develop what’s

called institutional learning outcomes.
These are critical thinking skills and
communication skills. You’re learning
how to talk to a family with a background
different from your own.”
The students volunteer at various
churches in Grand Rapids during the
evenings through Family Promise. The
time spent there includes playing with the
children, lending a hand, and encouraging
the families.
This year was GRCC student Kendra
Belile’s first time volunteering at Family
Promise.
“Right now with the poverty we
learned about, knowing what they went
through, I feel like it’s close to what we
learned in class,” Belile said. “It opened my
eyes to see how much poverty there is and
how it affects kids. I never knew how much
it affected kids.”
According to Byerwalter, this is GRCC’s
third year of working together with Family
Promise. “This is an ongoing partnership
between GRCC and Family Promise,” said
Byerwalter. “It’s very successful.”
The students enrolled in the
Developmental
Psychology
program
for the upcoming winter semester can
also anticipate some form of hands-on
learning. Students will possibly be taking
a trip to Kids’ Food Basket, an organization
dedicated to fighting childhood hunger.

Stay safe on campus
Police escorts available

By Sarah Davis

Courtesy Photo

Honors psychology students attend orientation in 2012.

White House still expects
trouble for 20 percent of
health website users

Photo Editor
It’s that time of year again. The days are
getting shorter and that means its getting dark
earlier. Although Grand Rapids Community is
a notably safe campus, sometimes that walk
back to your car after a night class can be tense.
No need to worry, because you don’t have
to make the trek alone. The Grand Rapids
Community College Police Department offers
escorts from your class to your car and vice
versa. Class-to-class escorts are also provided.
Generally, there is no wait for this free escort,
however they do respond to emergencies first.
An additional comfort is that the police
will wait to leave until your car is started
safely. In case it doesn’t start, they also offer
complimentarily jump-starts to students. The
campus police also help if you’ve been locked
out of your car.
Escorts are available 7 a.m.-11 p.m. Mon.Thurs., 7 a.m.-10 p.m. Fri., 7 a.m.-5 p.m. Sat.,
and 11:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Sun. Call (616)-2344010 and provide the police with your name
and location.

ADA regulations
change to allow
miniature horses

Courtesy Photo of Dan Morgan/Flickr

By Jason Babcock
Collegiate Staff
Grand Rapids Community College
has just made some changes to the policy
regarding services animals, or animals
used to help people with disabilities. These
animals are usually dogs that help disabled
individuals with tasks that they cannot
perform or to help them with everyday
life. These service animals range from a

Courtesy of MCT Campus
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Officer Ryan Ford escorts Collegiate
Page Designer Madeline McMahon.
guidance dog, to animals that help people
who have seizure disorders.
One of the more interesting changes
to the policy is the inclusion of miniature
horses as a possible service animal.
Revised regulations with the Americans
with Disabilities Act have added a new
provision about miniature horses that have
been trained to do work or perform specific
tasks.
Dominic Dorsey, the Director of
Accessibility at Grand Rapids Community
College, helped shed some light on why
people would want to use a miniature
horse over a dog as a service animal.
“They have become a viable alternative
for some due to their intelligence and long
life span juxtaposed to that of dogs. They
often live between 25 and 35 years as
opposed the 8 to 12 year life expectancy of
a service dog.
Miniature horses also boast a 350
degree range of vision, are capable of
pulling wheelchairs, entering buses using
escalators, riding in taxi cabs, and they
can recognize signal lights and stop signs,
alert, handlers to curbs and generally
recognize hazards in the environment,”
Dorsey explained.
There are some stipulations to using
a miniature horse as a service animal on
GRCC’s campus. The new policy states that
owners must be in control of their horse,
and the horse must also be housebroken.
There is also a safety and size issue, which
would also be addressed. If the college can
reasonably accommodate the miniature
horse they are permitted on campus.

By Tony Pugh
McClatchy Washington Bureau
WASHINGTON - Roughly 1 in 5
visitors to HealthCare.gov won’t be able to
buy insurance coverage Nov. 30 when the
bulk of repairs to the troubled website are
supposed to be completed, the White House
announced Monday.
According to presidential spokesman
Jay Carney, these 20 percent of frustrated
site users will fall into three categories:
those who aren’t comfortable using
computers, those who encounter technical
problems on the site and those with
complicated family situations that make it
difficult to determine whether they qualify
for subsidies to help pay for coverage.
The disclosure appears to confirm
a weekend Washington Post report that
said the Obama administration expects 80
percent, or 4 out of 5 website users, to be
able to apply and enroll in health plans as
of the end of the month.
The 80 percent figure offers the clearest
indication yet as to how the administration
will measure the success of users’
experiences on the website, which has been
beset with problems since its ill-fated open
enrollment launch Oct. 1.
For
weeks,
the
administration
has steadfastly made assurances that
HealthCare.gov would be functioning
properly for the “vast majority” of users by
Nov. 30 but it was anybody’s guess what
number that entailed, since administration
officials were careful not to provide a target
figure.
Carney ended that mystery Monday.
“Others can decide whether or not 80
percent is a vast majority,” he said during
his daily White House news briefing. “I
think, in most contexts, it is.”
As the gateway to the federal insurance
marketplace that serves 36 states,

HealthCare.gov currently handles 20,000 to
25,000 simultaneous users, largely without
problems, officials say. The site, however,
was envisioned to accommodate twice that
many. But when user volume climbs too
high, the system slows down and problems
develop.
While more than 90 percent of users
are able to open personal accounts on the
site, as more of them move deeper into the
system, more technical problems emerge,
which creates a constantly changing
“punch list” of high-priority repairs.
In recent weeks, the team of
government and private-industry IT experts
has rewritten software code, upgraded
hardware and expanded the system’s
capacity to handle more users. Over the
weekend, the team knocked about 40 items
off the punch list, said Julie Bataille, the
communications director for the Centers
for Medicare and Medicaid Services at the
Department of Health and Human Services.
“We have a lot more work to do, but as
this work demonstrates, HealthCare.gov is
getting better and improving performance
and user experiences each week,” Bataille
said in a conference call with reporters.
One of the most important repairs
remaining deals with the information
pages that the system provides to insurers
about coverage applicants. These so-called
“834s” have been riddled with erroneous
information and, despite weeks of repairs,
they continue to spit out incorrect data.
“Those remain on our punch list with a
few issues still to fix,” Bataille said.
On a positive note, the administration
on Monday finished making email contact
with the last of 275,000 website users who
were unable to complete their insurance
applications, she said. Now that the site
is functioning better, the administration
wants those users to try again.
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Next generation consoles battle
Microsoft and
Sony both
hoping to take
your money just
in time for the
holidays
By Josh Diendorf
Collegiate Staff
With the launch of the next generation
of gaming consoles in the coming weeks,
the biggest question still remains for those
looking to join in on the action: should
you get Sony’s PlayStation 4, or Microsoft’s
Xbox One?
I normally tell people who ask me
this question to not be negligible to either
console and to embrace both to get as
many gaming experiences as possible, but
with the PS4 costing $400 and the Xbox
One costing $500, affording both is an
uncommon luxury, so I’m going to break
down each next-generation console and
determine which deserves your purchase.
When the PS4 and Xbox One were
revealed earlier this year, both took different
directions with their messaging.
The PS4’s message was that it is the
system for gamers, and while they still
offered services like Netflix and Hulu Plus,
this was a console made specifically with
games in mind.
When Sony revealed its new console,
company representatives came out with a
humble message. They talked about how
they took the complaints and wishes of the
previous console from gamers and used
those comments to shape the way their new
console was made.
The PS3 controller was often ridiculed
for being too small and not as comfortable
as their competitor’s offerings. One of the

first reveals was the
brand new controller
for the PS4, which
was larger in size
and had significant
improvements
in
overall design and
comfort.
Xbox
One’s
message was that
it wasn’t only just
a device for games,
but
every
form
of
entertainment
bundled into one
device,
which
ultimately inspired
its namesake. The
console features an
HDMI in port which
will allow those with cable to switch
between watching live TV and playing a
video game instantly.
The Xbox One comes packed in with
the Kinect sensor, which tracks your body
motions, hears your voice commands, and
can now even track your heart beat. This
addition may seem interesting, and it is, but
the main concern is will game developers
even adopt the Kinect in their games to
warrant the additional price tag?
The Kinect made its debut on
Microsoft’s previous console, the Xbox
360, and while it sold moderately well,
the overall reaction was lukewarm at best.
Outside of family friendly games and shoehorned integration into other titles, the
Kinect was never pushed to its supposed
potential.
For a console that will always have
Kinect bundled in the box, telling – not
showing – gamers why they need it is a
red flag to me. Having the Kinect bundled
inside with the Xbox One is what makes
Microsoft’s console $100 more expensive
than the PS4. While PS4 has its own camera
sensor simply called the “Playstation
Camera,” it isn’t included in the box, and it
will set you back $60.
It’s a less powerful sensor than the
Kinect, but Sony says its primary use will

Menna’s Joint opens December
in downtown Grand Rapids
By Zachary Watkins
Collegiate Staff
The popular college town eatery Menna’s
Joint is coming to Grand Rapids.
The restaurant is expected to open in
December at 44 Ionia Ave. SE. This will be
the sixth location for the business that already
operates five other Menna’s in East Lansing,
Mount Pleasant, Kalamazoo and Allendale.
The Grand Rapids location is an eight
minute walk, and less than one mile away
from Grand Rapids Community College.
“I think that’s a really good location,”
Allendale Menna’s Joint manager and GRCC
student Adam Findley, 22, said. “It’s just far
enough away from the Allendale Menna’s
Joint.”
Menna’s Joint makes grilled wrapped
sandwiches, referred to as “Dubs.”

“We like to call them ‘American style
burritos,’” Findley said. “The wraps are
loaded with cheese, meat and potatoes. The
most popular ‘dub’ is the ‘loaded dub.’”
The loaded dub, priced at $6.25, is a
combination of bacon, cheddar, mozzarella,
potatoes, ranch and sour cream.
Despite the nearest location being
Allendale, GRCC students have still found
their way to Menna’s Joint.
“Their ‘dubs’ are very good,” Brandon
Jansen, 21, of Coopersville said. “They’re
really big, and they have a lot of options. My
favorite is the ‘loaded dub.’”
Menna’s is decorated with music and
movie posters. They also have flat screen
televisions for those who want to keep up
with the news and sports world.
Jansen believes the new location will be
convenient for students.
“I’ll be able to go there in between
classes, and when I want lunch,” Jansen said.
“Being 21, and with Menna’s Joint being built
on Ionia, I’ll be able to grab a bite to eat after
being out at the bar.”
Menna’s Joint has over 20 ‘dubs’ on the
menu, but guests can also get a bowl of soup
or a salad.
‘Dubs’ range in price from $5 to $8.75.
According to the menu, the delivery service
is
open
“Midmorning to damn
near all night.”
People can get their
Menna’s Joint
‘dubs’
anytime.
44 Ionia Ave. SE
“Its
just
a
mennasjoint.com
real
laid-back
environment,”
Opens in December
Findley
said,
noting
that
10:30 a.m. - 3 a.m.
Menna’s a popular
place to hangout
$5 - $8.75
on weekends.

If You Go
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The loaded dub from Menna’s Joint in
Allendale features meat, cheese, bacon,
potatoes, ranch and sour cream.
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be to capture footage of gamers who wish
to broadcast their gaming over the internet,
which both consoles have the ability to do.
Both consoles are almost identical
under the hood, but the PS4 does have the
slight edge in power over the Xbox One.
While titles releasing on both systems will
look almost identical, it’s the first-party
exclusive titles that will ultimately show
the most parity as this console generation
goes on.
Both consoles have solid looking games
coming launch day, where Xbox One’s most
popular are “Dead Rising 3,” “Ryse: Son of
Rome,” and “Forza Motorsport 5,” the PS4
leads its launch with “Killzone: Shadow
Fall,” “Knack,” and a large abundance of
indie titles and free-to-play games.
Next year, Xbox One has a new title,
“Titanfall,” which has won multiple awards
at video game expos, as well as Xbox’s most
popular franchise, “Halo”, which enters the
fold in fall 2014 with “Halo 5.”
In early 2014, PS4 has “Infamous:
Second Son,” “The Order: 1886,” “Deep
Down,” and “Driveclub.”
Outside of Xbox One’s two big titles
next year, the outlook for more Xbox One
exclusive titles looks bleak. Most of Xbox’s
personal studios have already revealed their
games, and most of PlayStation’s studios

haven’t even revealed what they’re working
on yet.
When comparing game libraries at
launch, both consoles seem to be on par
with each other; however, it should be
noted that Sony hasn’t revealed their most
popular franchises for their next console.
Series like “Uncharted,” “God of War,” and
“The Last of Us” are noticeably absent,
which could be huge announcements for
Sony down the road.
It’s almost impossible to predict
what console will succeed the most. The
PlayStation 2 became the best-selling
console of all time and embarrassed the first
Xbox in terms of sales, but the PlayStation 3
took multiple years to catch up to the Xbox
360, only just recently tying in worldwide
hardware sales.
Looking at the momentum heading into
this new generation, I’d have to recommend
the PS4 over the Xbox One, because the PS4
is more predictable, affordable, and filled
with plentiful games of various genres.
Xbox One could prove my recommendation
wrong, but if the Kinect doesn’t take off like
Microsoft thinks it can, it could cause the
console to fall behind its competition.
Either console will be a good
investment, but it seems like the PS4 is the
smartest investment to make at this time.

Eric Mullen named on the GR
Business Journal’s 40 under 40
By Jacquelyn Zeman
News Editor
Eric Mullen, Grand Rapids Community
College’s associate dean for enrollment,
financial aid, and management, was
recently listed on the Grand Rapid’s
Business Journal’s “40 Under 40”, a list
honoring the region’s top young business
leaders.
Mullen said that he has no idea who
nominated him for the “40 under 40. “I was
stunned at first that I was nominated,” he
said. “Once the nominations were made we
had to fill out an application. We were said
to be the largest group ever that was being
chosen from for the top 40.”
Mullen started working at GRCC
in 1997 as the head
of Student Life, right
after
he
graduated
from Aquinas with his
undergraduate degree in
sociology. “I just finished
my undergrad, and I was
trying to figure out what
I wanted to do with my
life,” Mullen said. “While
I was here it kind of
Mullen
dawned on me that this
was a really good gig, and a really fun
atmosphere. I kind of decided that this was
what I wanted to do.”
In 1998 he took a job at
Aquinas College as the student activities
director, but Mullen said, “There was
something about GRCC that was calling
me back.” So in 2002 he returned to GRCC.
Since getting his undergraduate degree at
Aquinas, he also received his masters in
higher education leadership from Grand
Valley State University, and is currently
working on his Ph.D. from Western

Michigan University in higher education
leadership.
When asked what he thinks personal
stepping-stones were that got him where
he was today, Mullen said, “I have always
had an interest area in leadership. If you are
a student who is interested in leadership,
you never really reach that point where
you are satisfied and feel like you have
reached your full potential. You become a
life-long learner. I always knew I wanted
to be a teacher, but later I discovered I
was more interested in the whole person
development. It is you understanding your
potential and meeting it.”
He said his biggest frustration in
his job is simply that there is a “lack of
resources.” When asked what the best part
of his job is, Mullen said, “Since GRCC is
much more horizontal, we get to work with
our students on a much more personal
level. Our main focus is always how can we
improve things for our students.”
Mullen offers this advice to college
students: “Figure out what you love, and
go after it. What makes you excited, what
makes you get out of bed everyday and what
makes you passionate? In our world today
you do not choose your career anymore,
you mostly identify your portfolio skills and
you figure out how to navigate yourself into
the market that way. Be ready for change,
and embrace it.”
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A brief history of Native Americans in GR
said Finney. Little
islands used to sit
in the middle of the
river. The Amway
Grand Plaza Hotel
sits on top of one
of these islands.
After colonization,
the river was filled
in and its shape
reconstructed.
Canals were added.
Perhaps most
impressive of all
were the burial
mounds that ran
the entire length of
Fulton. There used
to be an estimated
Rachael Ocampo/Collegiate Staff
forty mounds in
the area. They were
Director of Great Lakes Lifeways Institute Kevin Finney
destroyed
during
(left) with environmental scientist Tood Williamson and
the 1800s, their
environmental technician Jason Lorenz.
soil used to fill
in the swampy low areas to help develop
By Rachael Ocampo
the east side. Charles Belknap reminisced
Collegiate Staff
on the changes in his book entitled “The
Bow-E-Ting. It’s probably a name you Yesterdays of Grand Rapids.”
The two mounds that sit in Ah-Nabhaven’t heard before, yet you have a closer
Awen Park today are reconstructions of
connection to it than you might think.
If you’re like me, it’s the same city you what these mounds looked like. They are
live, sleep and work in. If you’re like me, not authentic; merely representations of the
you are standing there right now. It’s the past.
name for Grand Rapids before it was called
Grand Rapids.
“...the Anishinaabek, as they are
Close your eyes and allow your
formally known in this region,
mind to wander back to a time when the
Grand Rapids skyline didn’t exist. When
have been around since the
Europeans hadn’t yet found the Grand
melting of the glacial icebergs.”
River. Back when Grand Rapids was called
Bow-E-Ting.
According to local historian and
Finney noted that not much is
Lifeways Institute director Kevin Finney,
native people have lived in the greater known of the Anishinaabe people before
Grand Rapids area for longer than history colonization. The Anishinaabek, or Three
can accurately record. Though it is hard to Fires, as they are known in their culture,
give exact estimates, it is believed that they are mostly comprised of Ottawa, Chippewa
inhabited this land for 11,000 years before and Potawatomi tribes.
According to oral tradition, they
the arrival of the first European settlers in
originally migrated from the Atlantic
1650.
To put it into context, Native American Ocean westward. They were given seven
people, or the Anishinaabek, as they are prophecies, one of which said to travel west
formally known in this region, have been until they found the place where food grew
around since the melting of the glacial on the water. Thus, they found the Grand
icebergs. That is since the Great Lakes were River and established several villages along
its route.
first formed.
Their language, Anishinaabemowin,
Grand Rapids’ landscape looked a
little bit different pre-colonization. The has no official spelling and is not written
east side of the Grand River was covered in down. Much like other Native cultures,
swampland. On the west side, corn, beans the Anishinaabek pass down their history
orally through generations.
and squash grew in fields.
“There are stories in the Anishinaabek
Where Gerald R. Ford Museum sits
today stood a very tall white pine tree. language that have been repeated for
Councils between tribes were often held generations, which talk about mastodons.
I mean, 8,000 years of continuous stories,”
under this tree.
The river looked different as well, said Finney.

Among the prophecies came the
foretelling of Europeans and the need to
bear caution:
“Beware if the light skinned race comes
wearing the face of death. You must be
careful because the face of brotherhood and
the face of death look very much alike. If
they come carrying a weapon ... beware. If
they come in suffering ... They could fool
you. Their hearts may be filled with greed
for the riches of this land. If they are indeed
your brothers, let them prove it.” – From
the Fourth Fire (wabanaki.com/seven_
fires_prophecy.htm)
Life changed drastically for the
Anishinaabek after the arrival of European
settlers, Finney observed. The introduction
of the fur trade brought new goods that
the Natives didn’t already have, such as
kettles, guns and cloth, but it didn’t come
without its own price. Decimation of the
beaver population in upstate New York
was wrought at the hands of the Iroquois,
a neighboring tribe; shortly after, a chain
of violent events set off that started what
became known as the Iroquois Wars.
“(When Europeans came) it changed
the dynamic amongst tribes,” Finney said.
For the next hundred years, the
Anishinaabek participated in several wars
fighting either against or alongside their
pale-skinned compatriots. “They were very
actively involved in things that led up to the
point of Americanization and settlement,”
said Finney. They fought alongside the
French against the British in the French and
Indian War, and they fought with the British
against the Americans in the American
Revolution.
When it came to the loss of their land,
however, “The Anishinaabek chose very
strongly to take a political standpoint rather
than a physical fight,” Finney said.
Two treaties signed in the 1900s
dramatically affected the ownership of the
land. The Treaty of Chicago in 1821 sold
all land south of the Grand River, except
for reservations. Moreover, the Treaty of
Washington in 1836 sold all land north of
the river, all the way up to Mackinac.
The signing of the Indian Removal Act
in 1830 forced many Anishinaabek to move
from their homes permanently. “We had
U.S. military rounding up Native people
south of the Grand River and physically
removing them from their homes,” noted
Finney.
Many of these Natives were displaced
to either Kansas or Oklahoma to walk the
Trail of Tears later on.
Perhaps worst of all was the brutal
treatment of Native American children in
American assimilation programs, for those
that were left behind.
“From the 1870s until the 1930s, we
removed almost every Native American

child from their home and institutionalized
them in boarding schools, like in Mt.
Pleasant and in Harbor Springs,” Finney
said.
“Their heads were shaved, they
were deloused, they were beaten for
speaking their own language. This was
an Americanization program. They were
government (assimilation) programs that
were there to break and destroy Native
culture.

“The signing of the Indian
Removal Act in 1830 forced
many Anishinaabek to
move from their homes
permanently.”
Recent excavation at one such school
unearthed a chilling memory from the past.
“They were excavating the cemetery out
behind the school—a lot of the children
died at these schools, and they found
handcuffs. They were just tiny handcuffs
for a five-year-old kid.”
The brutal treatment left some
Anishinaabek scared to practice their
culture, he said.
“The generation of (Anishinaabe)
people who are WWII vets from this
community grew up speaking Potawatomi
as their first language within their homes.
Many of them were ashamed to teach their
children the language. They said, ‘Don’t
speak it. Be like everyone else.’ Because
they were afraid.”
When it comes to Native American
history, Finney believes much of it is
overlooked.
“We give a third grade slot to teach
about Native American history… Native
American history is just not approached.
And maybe it’s because there are many
parts of the story that people haven’t come
to terms with yet.”
Despite the brutal treatment of the
past, he said that the Anishinaabek don’t
see themselves as victims. “I’m not saying
that Native American people have been
victimized. I don’t think Native people look
at themselves as victims at all. But it’s been
a hard road leading to where things are now
to regain what has been lost, and to apply
that sovereignty.”
“It’s a (form of) respect to give people
back their ancestors. Respect that,” he said.
The Grand Rapids skyline may look
different, and the people and culture of
this land may be different, but one thing
has and will remain the same: the past of
this land will always be here, buried deep
beneath the ground.

GRCC music student furthers music education
by playing for the 126 Army Band
By Jacquelyn Zeman
News Editor
As a Grand Rapids Community College
student, the last reason why 25-yearold Bryce Lynn of Grand Rapids joined
the military was to fight in the army. He
joined so he could play guitar for the 126
Army Band. Lynn is currently a guitar
performance major at GRCC. He is also a
member of the Michigan National Guard,
and the guitarist of the 126 Army Band
based out of Michigan.
“I heard of this army band that traveled
all over the world and played for people
everywhere, and I decided that I just had
to be a part of that,” Lynn said. “After a
very long and difficult audition process that
goes into getting into the group, I became a
member of the 126 Army Band.”
His grandmother was the first person
who bought him a secondhand guitar at
the age of 12. From there, his love of music
just grew, and he has now been playing the
guitar very intensely for the last 10 years.
Lynn’s grandfather was a musician as

well, and Lynn would listen to rock music,
and recalls wanting “to make the noises
that he heard on the radio.”
Lynn has been in the National Guard for
six years. He joined right out of high school,
his inspiration being both of his parents
who worked in different sections of the
military throughout their lives. His mother
worked in logistics and administration for
the U.S. Army, and his father was a gunman
who fought from a helicopter in Bosnia.
In order to be in the army band, he had
to go through basic training before he could
officially become a member of the band.
Lynn went to Ft. Benning, Georgia in 2007.
There he completed the basic requirements
for the training for the army, such as
learning how to shoot and crawl. After that
he attended the Army School of Music in
Northfolk Virginia.
Lynn feels like his real calling is in
composition. He would like to work with
film scoring someday, or do commercial
jingles. He said his “only other musical
passion besides guitar is writing music.”
His band did a big tour in Detroit

for two weeks, and
they toured the Upper
Peninsula for two weeks
this last summer. This
next summer there is
a possibility of them
traveling out of the
country to play with
other
army
bands
around the world.
When he graduated
from the school of
music, he came back to
Grand Rapids. To further
his passion with music,
he decided to pursue
an actual music degree.
Lynn said he wanted to
“surround himself with
music everyday of his
life,” so that is why he
has chosen to further
his education in music.
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Spc. Bryce Lynn on guitar, Staff Sgt. Christopher Schmidt
on drums and Hope graduate Sgt. Luke Panning on fiddle
in Grand Haven.
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Grand Rapids: A Christmas tradition of charity
By Shelby Corliss
A&E Editor
The Christmas season is a time that
many spend with their families, sharing
traditions, opening presents, and eating
holiday meals. Families invest in a
Christmas tree and make memories as they
decorate it. Parents make sure there are
enough cookies and milk for Santa when
he comes to town. Children wake up to
half eaten cookies and presents; smiles and
laughter often fill the room. Snow falls,
the smell of peppermint is in the air, and
rooms become cozier as families come
together. The holiday season is supposed
to be the happiest time of the year. It’s a
time to give and expect nothing in return.
But not everyone has a Christmas tree, or
presents to put underneath it. Not everyone
has a family to spend time with during the
holidays, or even a meal to eat. Fortunately,
Grand Rapids has many opportunities for
people to give back this holiday season.
Toys for Tots is a program started
by the U. S. Marine Corps Reserve. Their
goal is to collect new, unwrapped toys
during October, November and December
each year, and distribute those toys as
Christmas gifts to less fortunate children in
the community. There isn’t a list of gifts to

donate, but items promoting violence will
not be distributed. There are many Toys for
Tots drop off locations around the city of
Grand Rapids. Fore more information, go to
www.grand-rapids-mi.toysfortots.org.
Angel Tree is program sponsored by
Salvation Army and Wood TV 8. Angel Tree
matches donors with children from families
unable to provide gifts and clothing to their
children during the holidays. For many
donors, the personal connection to a child
in the community has become a special
tradition. Many businesses around Grand
Rapids are hosting a Christmas tree that
people in the community can come and
pick a card from with the age and gender
of a child. From there, they can shop for
the child and bring their donation back
to the same tree they picked from. For
more information, go to woodtv.com/
community/angel-tree.
Santa Claus Girls is sponsored by the
Grand Rapids Press. It has been the goal of
the Santa Claus Girls to see that no child in
Kent County is without a gift on Christmas
morning. The charity takes care of children
six months to 12 years of age. Each child is
provided with one new piece of clothing,
one new toy, a new book and hats and
mittens. The total value of the gift is about
$25. Buying is done throughout the year

Courtesy Photo

The Santa Claus Girls work hard to fill boxes of donated gifts with toys, new
cloths, books, and winter clothing for children.

By Sean Walker

with
funds
contributed
by generous newspaper
readers during the year.
Each contributor will have
their
name
published
in the paper. Their 2013
donation goal is $200,000
and has yet to be reached.
For more information, go to
santaclausgirls.org.
ESP Employee Group
is collecting much needed
items for the Grand Rapids
Home for Veteran’s this
holiday season. Items will
be collected every Thursday
until Dec. 19 and then given
to the Grand Rapids Home
for Veterans on Friday, Dec.
20. All drop off locations
are on the Grand Rapids
Community College campus,
making it easy to donate.
Needed items include: gift
cards to fast food restaurants,
personal toiletries, pencils
and notebooks, new or
gently used clothing size 2x
or larger, and blankets. For
drop off locations and more
information, go to grcctoday.
Shelby Corliss/A&E Editor
wordpress.com/2013/11/04/
esp-collecting-items-for- The Salvation Army Angel tree located inside the
g ra n d - ra p i d s - h o m e - f o r Gerald R Ford Museum.
veterans-2.
Degage
Ministries
located at 144 Division Ave. is a Grand greatest gifts of all. Degage Ministries has a
Rapids shelter dedicated to making sure need for individuals or groups to volunteer
that every man and woman they serve during the holidays. If you’re interested
know they are not alone. Give back this in serving over Thanksgiving, Christmas
holiday season by donating items or giving or New Years, contact Bonnie Mulder,
Volunteer Coordinator at 616-454-1661 ext.
your time.
Degage Ministries has a Christmas 212 or at bonnie@degageministries.org.
Give back this holiday season,
Store that is seeking donations. Gifts should
range in value from $5 to $25. Unwrapped whether it’s by donating your time, money,
donations can be dropped off until Dec. or handmade gifts. There are countless
9. Items needed include: children’s toys, ways to get involved in your community
books, games for all ages, backpacks, this Christmas, so get out there and do
winter clothing and accessories, flashlights, something. From giving children gifts they
batteries, pillows, blankets, towels and can wake up to on Christmas morning, to
sheets, small appliances (coffee makers, helping and serving those less fortunate
toasters, blenders), jewelry, and wrapping than you in a shelter. Try something new,
be selfless, and make a difference. You
paper.
Giving your time can be one of the won’t regret it.

Heart-warming holiday movie favorites

Collegiate Staff

Most Family-Friendly:
“The Muppet Christmas Carol”
Jim Henson’s famous puppet
creations put a special twist on the
classic story by Charles Dickens.
Michael Caine stars as Ebenezer
Scrooge, who is whisked away
on a journey across time by the
three Christmas spirits and the
Muppets, who enrich the story
with the same musical style and
humor that they are famous for.

Best Cartoon:
“A Charlie Brown Christmas”
Charlie Brown and the Peanut
gang attempt a Christmas play that
has so many kinks the blues set
in. Luckily, the true meaning of
Christmas shows through to show
the Peanut gang that the best things
at Christmas are our friends and
family. Despite being a short film,
the movie makes you feel warm
inside and out as you prepare for
the season with others in your life.

Best Holiday movie for kids:
“The Polar Express”
A young boy boards a train to
the North Pole and embarks on a
journey that teaches him to believe
in the magic of Christmas in this
animated film. This is another
classic that has a great lesson for
kids and adults alike: believing
in the magic of Christmas brings
you closer to other people and to
yourself.

Best Short film:
“How The Grinch Stole Christmas”
The cartoon adaption of Dr.
Seuss’s children’s book gives even
Christmas-haters something to
enjoy at the holiday season. The
ever grumpy Grinch tries to steal
Christmas from the Whos that live
below his mountain, but ultimately
finds out for himself what Christmas
really is beneath all the ribbons and
wrapping paper.

Best Family Comedy:
“Home Alone”
This self-described “family
comedy without the family” shows
what happens when a young boy
gets left home by mistake in his
family’s haste to get to the airport
on their way to vacation. While it is
a comedy, the movie touches you in
the way by showing how separation
can bring a family closer together at
the holidays.

Best Holiday Comedy:
“Elf”
Will Ferrell stars in this movie
about a human named Buddy who
was raised by North Pole elves after
an unexpected journey to Santa’s
workshop. When Buddy journeys
to New York City to find his real
dad, mayhem ensues and laughs

Best Holiday Drama:
“It’s A Wonderful Life”
Sometimes we feel down
around the Christmas season,
but this movie shows us how
wonderful life can be. A story about
a man who sees what life would be
like without him is one of the most
treasured holiday classics you can
find. A strong

Most classic Christmas movie:
“A Christmas Story”
This movie, based on the
works of Jean Shepard, is one of the
best holiday movies you can find,
combining comedy and coming-ofage drama in a perfect blend. The
movie centers on Ralphie Parker, a
nine-year-old boy who dreams of
getting one thing for Christmas: a
genuine Red Rider 200-shot carbine
action range model air rifle.

As we head into the Christmas season, the rush to
complete the ever hectic holiday planning, decorating,
shopping, cooking and whatever else it takes to be ready
can be a stressful subject. When I am in a situation like
this, I have to find time to relax. My favorite way to do
so is to put a movie into the DVD player, make some hot
chocolate, take a seat on the couch and enjoy the holiday
warmth that these movies provide. The question often
arises as which movie to watch. Do you find yourself
faced with this question, or do you have a bucket list of
films you watch every year? Either way, I have a list of
recommendations for you!
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Giving the personal touch with handmade gifts
By Teagan Burns
Sports Editor
When the holiday season arrives, so do
the worries about gift giving. As a college
student, finding gifts at affordable prices
can be difficult, especially when you have
little to no money in your pocket. That’s
why some great gift ideas for a person with
no money can be homemade gifts.

Sharpie Mugs:

Decorating mugs can be fun and
personalized for each individual.
What you need:
-A single colored cup (white works
best) get a cheap ceramic mug because too
much glaze on a cup can prevent the cup
and the sharpie from melding together. A
good online store would be splendids.com,
but I recommend going to good will or a
dollar store.
-A sharpie marker (your choice in
color). Some Sharpie colors do fade once
baked, but BIC brand markers prove good
results.
-An oven that can reach 425 degrees
Fahrenheit.
Instructions: You must clean the mug
of any and oil residue because if there is
oil on the mug when you draw on it, the
sharpie won’t set. The recommended
method is rubbing alcohol. Draw/write
what you want to on the mug. I suggest
sketching out what you want to do on a
scrap piece of paper. After you finish, let
the mug sit untouched for up to 24 hours.
After letting it sit, place the mug in the oven
and turn it on. Important: make sure the
mug is in the oven before you turn it on so
it can slowly heat along with the oven. This
prevents cracking. Wait 30 minutes then
turn the oven off, but do not remove the
mug from the oven. If you try to remove
the mug it might crack from the rapid
temperature change. Once the oven has
cooled and the mug is out, check to make
sure the sharpie has set by taking a wet rag

and running it over the sharpie. Hopefully,
it will not wash off.
For more information, I suggest,
visiting http://www.diyopolis.com/ to visit
the article about DIY Sharpie Mugs.

know that it’s safe because who would look
in a book?
What you need:
-A hardcover book. I suggest old/
unwanted books.
-Glue of your choice (hot glue gun is
good but not necessary).
Journal:
-Exacto/utility knife.
I have a friend who lives in France,
-Felt (something to bind the pages
whom I write to every once in a while. A
while back I got the idea to buy a journal together)
Instructions: First mark where you
and write messages to her on every page.
want to cut the
I got a small
book. I suggest
journal with
leaving
at
about
150least a one200 pages in
inch
border.
it. For about
After marking
four months
it, take the
I
carried
Exacto knife
the
journal
and carefully
around
and
cut the section
wrote down
of paper out.
thoughts,
Be careful with
e v e n t s ,
the knife, it’s
questions,
I
very
sharp.
even sketched
Make as deep
a bit in it. I
a
hole
as
also managed
want.
to get other Turning common household items into personalized you
friends
of gifts are a great way to show thoughtfullness.
hers to write
little messages in the book for her. When I Recommended height is about an inch. Do
went to send it to her the book had almost not try and cut the hole in one take, cut
doubled in size due to the pictures that were about a fourth of an inch every time until
stuffed in there and every page being filled. you are satisfied with the result. Once the
This is a great gift that can really bring hole has been cut, glue the pages together
someone to tears. My only word of advice by putting the glue on the sides of the
is be prepared for shipping costs if you’re newly cut square and place a piece of fabric
sending it across countries. I personally on the sides of the cut out section. Finally
liked a simple leather black journal because hot glue the entire back cover of the book
it allowed me to decorate the front with a to the stack of pages (this makes it stable.)
This gift allows you to place something
silver sharpie.
inside the safe, maybe a photo, or a piece
of jewelry. Maybe a single rose and a small
Book Safe:
This is a way to get creative and note with the words, “I love you.” The ideas
inventive. A book safe is a craft that allows are endless. For more information, I suggest
you to hide things within a book: a set of the web address http://www.allfreecrafts.
keys, some cash, maybe a wedding ring. It’s com/homemade-gifts/book-safe.shtml.
an opportunity to hide something away and

Hot Chocolate Jars:

A friend of mine got small glass jars
and painted each one to represent the
recipient’s personality. Afterwards, she put
in hot chocolate mix
and small marshmallows.
What you need:
-Glass jars (your choice). I have a
small 8 oz jar.
-Paint (I’ve been told that Porcelain
150 is very good because it’s dishwasher
safe). Make sure you only paint the outside
of the jar.
-Paintbrush
- Oven
Instructions: You must clean the glass
of residue, just like with the Sharpie Mugs.
Once clean, paint what you want on it. After
you finish, let it sit for a full day. Then place
your glass in the oven and set the oven to
300 degrees for 30 minutes. Remember to
turn off the oven after 30 minutes but do
not remove the glass until the entire oven
is cooled. Once you are sure your jar is
completely ready then you can add the hot
chocolate mix and marshmallows. You can
buy the hot chocolate mix at any grocery
store.

Cards:

It sounds simple but cards can be one
of the simplest and most amusing gifts to
receive. When making cards, you don’t have
to be the most artistically talented person.
I have cards with detailed drawings on
them, but I also have cards made with stick
figures, and I love them all equally because
I know someone made it specifically for me.
Homemade gifts allow people to
express themselves. The gifts made are
made with love and they are one of a kind.
You can find plenty of other do it yourself
gifts on pinterest at http://www.pinterest.
com/teags36/diy-gift-ideas/.

Unique gifts for unique people
By Erica Horoky
Collegiate Staff
The holidays are quickly approaching
and you have a long list of friends and
family that you still need to find a gift for,
but stores are packed with last-minute
shoppers and the shelves are emptying.
Fear not: there are plenty of unique and
inexpensive gifts online if you know where
to look, especially perfect for the friend that
has everything.

Zippo hand warmer- This is perfect
for hunting, camping, or just the cold
winter trek around campus. Cost: $19.95

Travel Scratch Map- Does the
person on your list like to travel? Do they
like to brag about their travels? This gift
will be perfect for them. Cost: Around $15

Strand Beest- This little wooden
creature walks when powered by wind. It’s
the perfect gift for anyone on your list that
has free time, a lot of patience, and a knack
for building. Cost: $35

One Sketch A Day/One Line A
Day- These books are five-year memory

iPhone Camera Lenses- Clip these
little lenses onto your iPhone and you’ll be
taking quality photos in no time. Depending
on the brand, costs from $20-50

Milktape- Buy this for the friend
that doesn’t know you stopped listening to
their music suggestions after the 57th one.
They’ll put their heart and soul into this
USB mixtape. Cost: $15

Flavor-Infuser water bottle- This
water bottle is perfect for those always onthe-go mixing fruit, vegetables, and herbs
to create unique flavors. Cost: $15

Wireless Sega Genesis- The perfect
gift for any 90’s kid. It includes 80 of
Sega’s most classic games, two wireless
controllers, and the console. Cost: $50

Travel hammock- There’s nothing
better than a hike through the woods
followed by a relaxing swing on the
hammock you were able to carry along in
your backpack. You can find them online
anywhere from $20-$50.

Portable record player- Put your
record collection to use with this retro
designed portable Crosley record player,
perfect for taking out and about. Cost: $80

Adventure
Time
Everything
Burrito- Jake loves his everything burrito,

journals that will surely become timeless.

and so will the Adventure Time fan on your
list. Cost: $20
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Black Friday tips, tricks and survival tactics
By Jerry Jones
Collegiate Staff
My first Black Friday working in retail
was terrifying. A line stretched a mile long
outside and as the doors opened a tidal
wave crashed into me, drowning me in
a sea of consumerism and frantic, angry
people.
They rushed past, knocking each other
around, clambering for deals marginally
better than they could get year-round
online. I was working in the appliances
section of a major retailer at the time, with
a small register hidden behind many full
sized refrigerators. As shoppers rushed
past me towards the electronic section, I sat
quietly biding my time. My moment would
come soon.
Then, 30 minutes after the doors open,
the lines came; lines for the register so long
they did double loops around the entire
store. Shoppers eager to get on to the next
rush of Black Friday sales were stonewalled,
unable to move, trapped in lines that would
take hours to sort out. My time had come.
A customer rushed up to me.
“Is this register open?” he asked,
desperately.
“I’m afraid this register is only for
appliance customers, sir,” I said, with
an expression best reserved for funerals.
“What’s the cheapest item you sell?” he
asked and I smiled widely.
That day I sold every useless item
in my stock to customers willing to pay

a bit more to avoid the line: electric can
openers, cordless wine openers, stainless
steel cleaning kits and luxury toasters. It
was a win for everyone. They got out and
on to the next store, and my departmental
earnings soared on a day known for abysmal
appliances sales. It was one of many Black
Friday hacks that I’ve observed in the years
I’ve worked retail since.
Black Friday hacks are all around
you, little cheats that allow you to get the
most out of your Black Friday experience.
These range from online shopping to
register tricks, all of which can save you
time, money and deliver the same fantastic
bargains you have come to expect.
Still, my best advice as a consumer
advocate is to tuck in on Black Friday and
watch the chaos from the comfort of your
home. Here’s why:

The best time of the year to buy
televisions is February

You may think you’re getting a fantastic
door buster sale, but the best time of the
year to buy is still in January and February,
when stores have leftover surplus from
the holiday season and new models will
be coming out for spring. If you can wait
two more months, you’ll save hundreds of
dollars.

Kitchen appliance specials rarely
sell out

Have your eye on a new kitchen
appliance for Black Friday? You can start by
sleeping in. Most “10 per store” appliance
sales for Black Friday stay available for

Courtesy of MCT Campus

While often conjested with many customers, shopping malls often have smaller
lines spread out among multiple stores.
days afterwards. The 5 a.m. shoppers
are interested in electronics alone and
appliance bargains go unnoticed.

Door Buster sales are tricks

Door busters are hard to beat, and
that’s because companies take a loss on
those products to get you in the door. The
math is simple; take a slight loss on 10
products to get thousands in the door. Odds
are very high you will not be one of the first
10 in line, and if you are not, go home and
enjoy a nice nap.
What’s not a Door buster is standard price
Every item that is not a door buster
has been featured at that price during some
point in the year. It’s a trick companies
use, a “Best Of” pricing scheme to clear
out old stock. Even better prices can be
found during the retail slump in February/
March, when most retail business struggle
to survive.

Amazon crushes black Friday sales

It’s just as true on Black Friday as
it is any other day of the week. Amazon
often matches many in store prices, and
ordering off their website from the comfort
of your pajamas is a touch more inviting
than standing in line at midnight on
Thanksgiving. Black Monday, the cyber
equivalent of Black Friday, has become
extremely powerful in its own right.
If you are still bound and determined to go,
here are some hacks to keep you alive and
shopping:

Choose city stores over country
stores

Courtesy of MCT Campus

Failing to plan is planning to fail. Formulate a shopping strategy before you are in
the line and avoid unnecessary anxiety.
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You may think waiting in line at a WalMart in the outskirts of town is a good idea,
but fewer stores mean more people. The
shortest lines can be found in the heart of
the city, where many options means many
places for lines to build.

Choose The Mall

If you don’t have your heart set on
one item, head to the mall. Lines are big
to begin, but disperse very quickly once
inside. The plethora of stores means more
division, and many of these smaller retailers
are hungry for business and slash prices.

Look to smaller stores

The Salvation Army often runs an
“Everything for a dollar sale”. Before Black
Friday, research smaller store options for
fantastic bargains you didn’t know existed.
They often offer more diverse options and
better deals than the retail giants.
Pack a lunch
Not just for the time spent in line, but
for when morning comes. Shops aren’t
the only thing slammed on Black Friday,
restaurants, fast food and food trucks
become miles deep with lines. If the craving
to eat comes, you’ll have no choice but to
wait a couple of hours for a burger. Save
yourself some hassle and pack a lunch. It
will allow you to spend more time shopping
and less time surviving.

No one will price match

No one will price match a competing
Black Friday sale or online Black Monday
sale. Even stores that price match yearround will refuse you. The reasons are
easily understood and pushing the issue
with a sales associate will make them less
likely to help you.

Seek other registers

Black Friday is the one day of the year
sales associates can turn you down from
departmental cash registers…unless you
buy something from their department.
Then they cannot turn you away. Decide if
a $10 sporting goods item is worth skipping
an hour-long checkout.

An insider’s guide for Black Friday shopping success
By Clare Kolenda
Collegiate Staff
On Thanksgiving, people around the
nation gather around their dining room
tables, feeling grateful for what they have.
Yet within hours, many will be standing in
a line that lasts for hours, thirsting for that
one particular item on sale. And though
many people shop with friends and families
on their minds, when the doors open, a
giving spirit may not be the motivating
factor.
The biggest shopping event of the year,
Black Friday, is quickly approaching and
while many people are mapping the best
routes to navigate the crowds, store clerks
such as myself try not to cringe as the clock
ticks closer to this event that seems rather
black indeed.
Having worked in retail the past two
years, I know very well the allure of sales
and the mindset of customers as they
flock to the stores in the wee morning
hours. With my few years experience, I’ve
noticed several traits in the most successful
shoppers. These are the people who not
only are leaving the stores with arms loaded
up with new gifts and items, but who are
smiling while they do it.
Don’t get caught up in the heat—
and the exhaustion—of the moment. The
long lines are something sales associates
can neither control, nor improve, as there

are limits to how fast one can ring sales.
Our goal as we work is to make sure we
can help you find what you need as quickly
as possible, so trust us to do our job.
When you feel your annoyance or sleep
deprivation start to give the Grinch who
stole Christmas a run for his money, take
a few deep breaths and try to relax in your
place in line.
Divide and Conquer. Some of the
most successful shopping trips I see are
when a group of three people come, and
split up around the store. That way one
person can still be shopping, while another
person can go for the door buster deals that
fly off the shelves, all the while the third
customer holds your place in line.
It’s not You…Or Us. There might
be times when the store has run out of
product. Whether the deal was too good,
the amount of people too large, or someone
stepped in and bought the entire supply, it’s
been known to happen. Try to accept it, and
move on. Rejoice in those small victories
when you find the exact thing you were
looking for. Know that as sales associates,
we want you to leave the store happy and
satisfied, so if it were up to us, we’d have
enough to go around.
Prioritize. Make sure to know what
you are shopping for beforehand. Then
you won’t be wasting your time or the
sales associate’s by asking about good

Courtesy of MCT Campus

Customers push pass security to grab door buster deals before selling out on
Black Friday.
suggestions for gifts. Not only will this
make the shopping process smoother,
but it allows you to purchase your most
important gifts first. Figuring out halfway
through the day that you want to buy your
dad a new flat screen probably won’t grant
you the best selection.
The best way to stay sane this Black
Friday as you rev your engines and hit the
gas is to be thankful. Be thankful for family

and friends who are important in your life
to the point that you want to lavish gifts on
them. Be thankful for this season, where
we’re reminded to go the extra mile for
others around us, and for people who are
willing to do it for us. And thankful for a
country that gives us the freedom to spend
our money as we please, celebrate the
holiday as we like, and have fun while we
do it.
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Local events to catch the holiday spirit
Christmas season is far from boring in
Grand Rapids, too many exciting holiday events
Collegiate Staff
are happening all around the city. There is no
excuse for considering yourself bored, even for
Christmas cups have finally made an
appearance at Starbucks again, and for the avid the money crunchers. There are many exciting
coffee drinker, this is a sure sign that Christmas free holiday events to spend time with family
season is upon us. Changing the radio station and friends. While not everything is free, there
has become a hassle, in order to avoid the are some not too expensive well worth it events
too early Christmas tunes flowing out of your as well. Grand Rapids is hopping with exciting
speakers. Turning on the TV, the commercials and fun holiday events for everyone to enjoy!
To kick off your holiday cheer head down
are no longer just ads. It’s become a holiday
game to try and persuade you to caravan to to the Art Van Santa Parade on Nov. 23 at 9
the shopping malls to pick up the latest one- a.m.. The parade route begins on the corner
day only deal. Daylight savings has come and of Michigan and Monroe, and at the corner
gone, and we’ve gained that one much needed of Market and Weston. This is a 100 year-old
extra hour of sleep. Walking outside around tradition you won’t want to miss!
The Grand Rapids Ballet Company will be
six o’clock as the sun begins to set and already
darkness encompasses our world. The first few performing the classic ballet, “The Nutcracker”,
snowflakes of the year start falling from the sky, at Devos Performance hall. The show will be
and you wonder how can the Christmas season running Dec. 13-15 and 20-22. The tickets start
at $20. This is a perfect night to dress up and
be upon us already?
get yourself in the holiday
spirit!
For
show
times
and
more
information visit www.
broadwayticketscenter.
com
The Grand Rapids
Art Museum will have
its official tree lighting
ceremony on Dec. 6 at 5:30
p.m. This is also the night
Rosa Parks Circle will
become an ice rink! Feel
Courtesy Photo
free to ice skate with your
The traditional conversion of Rosa Park’s Circle into an
significant other under the
ice skating arena.

By Teresa Russo

Courtesy Photo

The Whoville 5K invites Dr. Seuss fans to participate in local fun run on Dec. 15.
glow of the newly lit Christmas tree.
The Trans-Siberian Orchestra will be
performing your favorite Christmas carols in
“The Lost Christmas Eve” on Dec. 15, at 3 p.m.
and 7 p.m. To order your tickets online go to:
http://arenagrandrapids.com/Events.
php?search_text=Trans-Siberian+Orchestra+Gr
and+Rapids&gclid=CO27h9bs4roCFe1aMgod
STwA7g
For those runners with a love of Dr. Seuss,
Riverside Park is hosting “The Whoville 5K” on
December 15, where participants are encouraged
to dress as members of “Whoville” as they run
a 5K! Hot chocolate and a chocolate fountain

await the citizens of Whoville at the finish line!
The cost to participate in this event is $35. For
more information and registration details visit
http://www.whoville5k.com/
These are just a few of the holiday events
going on in and around the Grand Rapids area.
Hopefully you can find the time to attend some
of these exciting gatherings. Christmas is a time
to spend creating memories with family and
friends, be sure you take advantage of these
action packed opportunities.

Thanksgivukkah

Rare convergence of 2 holidays
has families buzzing with celebration
On Lynn’s Thanksgiving
table, the traditional turkey and
Detroit Free Press
sweet potato casserole will share
DETROIT - This year, Paula Lynn is space with latkes, brisket and
putting her traditional Hanukkah vacation dreidel-shaped cookies.
Blending
the
holiday
on hold.
Instead of going away, the West celebrations is “definitely an
Bloomfield, Mich., mother of two will opportunity for more fun for
celebrate the Jewish holiday at home - on all,” says Lynn, whose home
is decorated with brown for
Thanksgiving.
Like many American Jewish people, Thanksgiving and blue for
Lynn, 42, is looking forward to Nov. 28, Hanukkah.
Rabbi Jason Miller of
when the two holidays coincide like this for
Farmington Hills, Mich., who is
the first time since 1888.
“Not only are my kids excited to be a part-time rabbi at Congregation
Courtesy Norma Dorman/Detroit Free Press/MCT
here during Hanukkah, but also because B’nai Israel in Sylvania, Ohio,
they are having latkes on Thanksgiving,” and director of Kosher Michigan, The Dorman family (from the left) Hillary, Rachel, Pearl, Hershel and Tedi are shown during
says the holidays are a good fit Hanukkah last year at their family home. This year the beginning of Hanukkah coincides with
she says.
with each other.
Thanksgiving Day.
“You have the word ‘thanks’
and ‘giving’ and Hanukkah
has become a holiday in which
Her table will be adorned with
we give gifts,” says Miller, 37, who has a holiday.”
But not everyone plans to blend their handmade dreidels and menorahs as well
9-year-old and 7-year-old twins.
as turkeys made with construction paper.
This year, he says, he’ll holiday celebrations.
Sonny Cohn of Farmington Hills says Although the names on those projects
“underscore the importance of
what we have and reinforce her family will celebrate Thanksgiving aren’t legible, Dorman says, “we know who
to my kids that it’s more at her daughter’s house on Thursday and did them.”
“It’s those things that bring such
important to give than to Hanukkah at her house the following
Saturday. The grandmother of 10 is just conversation to the table,” says Dorman.
get.”
“Another
positive thrilled because she’ll get to celebrate “I literally have every menorah they’ve
to this is removing the Hanukkah with her son, Randy, and his made.”
Having the family together for both
pairing of Hanukkah with family from Illinois, who come each year
holidays is a plus, she says.
Christmas, a holiday Jews for Thanksgiving.
“Depending on when Hanukkah
“It will be the first time we are all
don’t celebrate,” says
Miller.
“It
makes celebrating Hanukkah together,” says falls, it’s difficult to get everyone together
the connection with Cohn, 67. “We always exchange gifts, but sometimes.”
And, coincidentally, the Dorman family
Thanksgiving,
a this will be the first time we will exchange
tradition of deep-frying the Thanksgiving
holiday
they
do gifts in person.
“It’s another memory,” she says. “This turkey also fits well with Hanukkah’s use
celebrate.”
And, then, there is another time everyone will remember of oil, which represents the oil left for the
is the convenience spending together - that’s what so special Jerusalem temple’s eternal light that was
presumed to be enough for one day but
for those who must about it.”
Norma Dorman’s holiday table at her instead lasted for eight.
travel
for
both
That makes this year’s turkey fry all
West Bloomfield home will be adorned with
holidays.
“It’s
always decorations her children have made for the more special, Dorman says.
Kyle Brethauer/Collegiate Staff
Bergman says he thinks most Jewish
a fun thing to have both holidays over the years.
“I’ve saved their stuff all these years people are “very entertained” about
everyone together,”
says Rabbi Aaron as my mom did with me,” says Dorman, Hanukkah’s timing this year.
From the Collegiate family to yours, we wish
“It’s a nice convergence of Judaism
Bergman of Adat 51, who has four children ages 21, 19 and
you a safe and happy winter break, with
Shalom Synagogue 16-year-old twins. “They are things we and America, and both things are really
yuletide wishes for the 2014 school year.
in Farmington Hills, really love, and treasure them because they important to us.”
“but this is a 2-for-1 are old. “

By Susan Selansky
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‘A Sleeping Country’ opens at Spectrum Theatre
By Jacquelyn Zeman
News Editor
Grand Rapids Community College
Players is presenting “A Sleeping Country”
as their upcoming fall production.
The show is directed by GRCC theater
instructor, Nancy Wagner, and is described
by leading lady, Alex Petkus, as a “finding
yourself story.” Petkus said, “it is a comedy,
but it has depth, and the other characters
kind of come out throughout the story, and
you realize that there is more to them than
just being a supporting character to the plot.”
The story revolves around the character
Julia, played by Petkus, an insomniac who
believes that she has the worst case of
insomnia ever. The story starts with Julia in
her psychiatrist’s office, talking to her best
friend Midge, played by Kendra Jones, who
also happens to be her psychiatrist. She finds
out that her insomnia could possibly be fatal.
In response to this, Julia leaves her
home in New York after breaking up with her
fiancé, played by Nick Favreau, to go seek
out a woman, played by Madeline Jones,
under the name of Isabella Orsini, who
supposedly has the same version of insomnia
that Julia does. Julia travels to Venice, Italy,
where Isabella lives, to go and meet this her
and learn about their supposedly shared
condition of insomnia.
There are four cast members who

playa total of eight characters. “It is not
challenging for me as Julia, because I play
Julia the entire time,” Petkus said. “Two of
the other cast members have to change up
their characters throughout the play.”
Petkus said the difference between
working with Nancy and other directors is
“she focuses on diction and tonal quality. We
are doing more with voice and movement
than I initially thought we would. I thought
we would just be like ‘lets just put this show
on,’ but Nancy really cares about tone of
voice and body movement. I have never had
a director who works on specifically that
stuff.”
“At first I did not like Julia at all,”
Petkus said. “When you start working with
a character, you have to do some thought
process behind their motivation. She left her
fiancé, and I was like ‘what is she doing,
she is so mean for doing that.’ I had to get
out of myself in order to understand her. I
discovered that it is more internal stuff that
she is dealing with.”
Petkus said she thinks people should
come and see the show “because the play
deals with important lessons about finding
yourself, being honest with yourself, and
developing relationships with other people.”
“When I first read the script I was really
touched by how creative it was. It is quirky,
but sweet. It’s a comedy, but it is romantic,
and I was really excited when the board that

selects plays at GRCC contacted me to direct
this play,” Wagner said.
When asked what was the most difficult
thing about directing this show, Wagner said
that “trying to create the different geographic
places, and finding what the style was going
to be for the different locations. A lot of it has
to do with the sound and light that we use.”
She said that the most fun thing was
working with the students who she casted
in the show. This is her first time directing
a GRCC Players show, and she has really
enjoyed her experience.
“I have seen such an incredible amount

of growth in each
one
of
them,”
Wagner said. “They
all had things that
they wanted to work
on as actors coming
into this show, and
we were able to do
that. I love seeing
how as a cast they
have developed as
an ensemble. It is
a dreamy play, so
come see it.”

If You Go
Sleeping Country
Specturm Theatre

grcc.edu/theater/grccplayers

Nov. 21 - Nov. 23
8 p.m. show time
Students: $3, Staff: $5,
General Public: $10

Jacob Palmer/Collegiate Staff

Madeline Jones and Alex Petkus rehearse a scene to prepare for the opening of ‘A
Sleeping Country.’

Lamp Light Music Festival turns on GR to house concert phenomenon
By Erica Horoky
Collegiate Staff
On the first weekend of November, five
Eastown homes came alive when musicians
and hundreds of fans packed into living
rooms for one of the most intimate music
festivals Grand Rapids has to offer.
Anyone wondering how the Grand
Rapids music scene is holding up should
look no further than this year’s Lamp Light
Music Festival. Presented by Do-It-Together
Grand Rapids (DIT-GR), founded by John
Hanson, 28, and sponsored by a host of local
businesses, Lamp Light is arguably the best
example of the city’s thriving and evolving
music scene.
Sigsbee and Benjamin streets bustled
with locals from Nov. 1 to Nov. 3 for the
second year of the music festival, which
featured 35 bands, workshops, local art,
fresh food, and an overwhelming sense of
hospitality.
According to Lamp Light’s Coordinator
Dan Climie, only eight pre-sale tickets were
sold last year. Compare that to this year and
it’s very apparent that Lamp Light has gained
massive momentum: 100 tickets sold out the
pre-sale and 700 wristbands were sold over
the weekend.
A testament to what the festival
provides, most fans that attended last year’s
festival returned this year, bringing along
friends and family to share the experience
with. Along with that, Hanson attributed the
growth to the work of their videographers,
PR team, and the inclusion of larger bands.
It’s no surprise that house shows are
gaining a following. It’s not often that you
can be in the same living room as your
favorite artists such as The Soil and the
Sun, Frontier Ruckus, Jamaican Queens,
or Breathe Owl Breathe. The intimate
environment encouraged conversations

between the audience and band members
between songs, and it wasn’t unusual for
the entire living room to fill with sound as
the audience sang along. After the bands
finished their set you could find them
mingling in the crowd, helping themselves
to some chips and salsa in the kitchen, or
performing with their friends.
None of this would be possible without
the hospitality (and patience) of the house
owners, and Lamp Light definitely didn’t
lack in that aspect.
Lindsay Sanderson, 23, is no stranger
to hosting touring bands at her home, The
House of Pancakes.
“I’m getting used to the volume of people
coming through. I love it. I love having
strangers in my house”, said Sanderson.
However, nothing compared to the
hundreds of people she opened her doors for
during Lamp Light.
“I think more and more people are
getting involved versus sitting at home and
not supporting the local music scene. I’ve
only lived here for two years, but I’ve noticed
a growth,” Sanderson said. “It’s a lot of good
people coming out. They’re enthusiastic and
wanting to get involved.”
For Rachel McKay, 23, this was her
second year of hosting shows at her home,
The Hen House, for the festival. Considering
the cause, opening her doors for the crowds
of strangers was a decision that came
naturally for McKay.
“The thought of having hundreds of
people in my house at any other time is nerve
wracking”, she said, “but for Lamp Light, it’s
this incredibly close knit network that has
been working on this and giving birth to it
over the years. I was supported. Our house
was supported in every possible way.”
Lamp Light featured lovely homes filled
with welcoming faces, hot cider in mason
jars, and musicians performing for audiences

Erica Horoky/Collegiate Staff

Guitarist for Frontier Ruckus cries out during Lamp Light Music Festival.

that turned out in such great numbers
that there was little floor-space left. It was
everything that Hanson had envisioned and
more. Still, there is work to do and planning
is already underway for next year’s festival.
Hanson has a clear vision for Lamp
Light’s legacy- if nothing else, he’d like to
see it inspire other people, both from Grand
Rapids and neighboring cities, to create
similar festivals.
“This should just inspire other towns
to work together and make awesome music
happen,” Hanson said. “I would love to see
Lamp Light inspire other leaders to create
vessels for people to plug in to. If you can
envision it, there are hands and bodies that
want to help you and want this to happen.”

Photo by Erica Horoky

A crowd gathers inside an Eastown
home for opener The Soil and the Sun.

Honors recital showcases GRCC talent
By Teresa Russo
Collegiate Staff
On Nov. 7, the Grand Rapids
Community College music department
hosted the Fall Semester Honors Recital
featuring top student musicians hand
picked by faculty to perform. The recital
was held in the Music Center Recital Hall,
where Kenneth Bos accompanied many
talented artists with his impressive piano
skills.
The students selected to perform in
this recital included a wide range of talent.
In addition to singers, the performance also
showcased many different instruments,
such as the euphonium. This instrument,
like many others, has a deep rich sound
that blends with the piano very beautifully.
The two instruments glided together to
perform a “Concerto for Euphonium Lento.”
The euphonium was played by Andrew
Magnussen, accompanied by Kenneth Bos
on the piano. These two were an exciting
team to listen to.
Four students collaborated together to
perform what looked like a very complicated
piece called,”Piano Quartet in E-Flat Major,
Op. 47 Sostenuto assai- Allegro, ma non
troppo.” A long intimidating title for a
difficult piece, but that didn’t stop Linssey
Ma on the violin, Alfred Bryant on the viola,
Kirk Mcbrayer on the cello, and Sarah Apol
on the piano, from working very hard to
make this piece a success. There are many
different elements in this type of piece. If
anyone misses one cue, the whole piece
has the potential to go drastically wrong.
This team, however, made sure that was
not the case at the recital. It requires a lot
of focus and concentration to keep up with
each other and stay in rhythm. This specific
piece showcases the exceptional talent the
GRCC music department students possess.

They glide along the piece as a team, and
you could feel how they all come together
to create a moving, exciting, but relaxing
piece. There was even some suspense
involved, which is hard to create at a recital,
as hands are flipping the pages while
keeping up with the tempo, and bodies and
heads moving in sync along to the rhythm.
This was a longer piece, but there was so
much to watch that it was easy to get lost
in the music being created by these talented
students.
Of course it wouldn’t be music without
some singers involved in the concert as
well. One student, Chelsea Molin, wowed
the audience with her piping soprano
ringing throughout the auditorium. There
was no need for a microphone. She sang a
pretty love song called, “ My Heart Is Like
A Singing Bird.” Her voice was rich and
strong. One could tell she was confident in
her voice. It was impressive to see how high
she could go, hitting the exceptionally high
soprano notes. She did a great job of keeping
the audience entertained with her beautiful
voice. Another student, Zachary Lutes, a
talented tenor sang a French song called,”En
fermant les yeux,” where his voice shined
with an opera-like style to it. He even
went a cappella at some points staying on
key, which is not something everyone can
accomplish. Despite the French language
barrier you could hear the emotion of
desperation in his voice. He was telling a
story that was easily understandable, with
his voice and his facial expressions and his
hand movements.
The concert was overall a showcase
of the amount of talent the GRCC music
department encompasses. There is a wide
range of singers, and instruments being
taught in this department, and it shows
how much passion these students have to
create something new and exciting with
their talents, whether it be their voice or
breathing into an instrument.
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Editorial

By Teagan Burns & Jerry Jones

SLAC slacking on
pact with students
meeting specifically for the President
of Student Congress to present issues
and information to the board. For more
than a year now, that time has slid by as
the Board Chair says, “Student Report…
There is none at this time.” Which
I’m sure the administration doesn’t
mind. They don’t have to consider the
student’s opinion, making the long
meetings a little shorter.
And there are plenty of issues on
campus for the students to have an
opinion on. Portions of the outside
community, and Board of Trustees,
want to defund the Actors’ Theatre. Do
the students want that? Some students
attended as individuals to speak
out against CLS 100 being required
for freshmen. Are there many other
students that feel that way? What about
the new closed captioning policy? Do
students support it?
These are questions our student
government should be answering
and reporting to the board, but while
the newspaper has sent at least one
reporter to each meeting, we’ve yet to
see a representative from SLAC even
sitting in, let alone standing up, for the
student body.
SLAC may have a lot on their plate
rewriting the constitution (although
officials in Iraq managed to draft their
constitution in eight months, in the
midst of sectarian violence, and they
had to get approval from more than 50
people), but that shouldn’t mean that
the student body goes unrepresented.
Especially for a period of time that is
as long as some students’ entire time
in college. If they want to continue
receiving a Campus Activities Fee, and
their paychecks, they should start doing
the other half of their job.

“No
Taxation
without
Representation” was a rallying cry
shouted by settlers and soldiers in
the 1700s leading up to the American
Revolution, but there is a similar lack of
representation that has been developing
at Grand Rapids Community College
over the last year.
We all pay a Campus Activities
Fee with our tuition. It’s not too much,
only $10, and the money goes to
fund activities put on by the Campus
Activities Board and other on campus
clubs and organizations.
Student Congress added the fee
to raise money to try and build the
community spirit so many people have
said that community colleges lack. This
money is supposed to be divided up by
Student Congress, a group chosen by
the students to represent the students’
interests to the college administration.
These are the two main responsibilities
of our student government. But Student
Congress does not currently exist, and
hasn’t existed for more than a year now.
In September 2012, Student
Congress self-destructed amidst a flurry
of infighting, much like our federal
government did this fall, but our
student government has yet to reopen.
Bogged down trying to reform
the student government, the three
members of the Student Leadership
Advisory Council have yet to release
a full draft of our new constitution,
and dates for ratification have been
repeatedly pushed back. Now they have
been pushed back another semester.
Every two weeks they have asked
for feedback, but it’s difficult to give
feedback with the lack of an actual
document to give feedback on. Meeting
after meeting passes with the same
information being repeated and little to
no progress being made while the three
members of SLAC debate behind closed
doors.
However, there is still a bigger
problem. While Student Congress
sorts itself out, the student body has
gone entirely unrepresented before the
Board of Trustees, the seven member
group that sets tuition rates and makes
other important decisions that directly
impact all GRCC students. There
is a time set aside at each monthly

More than cholera,
pilgrims to our new land feared over-commercialization.

collegiate@grcc.edu

Contents of the editorials reflect the opinions of the respective writers, not necessarily those
of the entire staff, students, or GRCC.

By Zach Watkins and Lauren Winther

Other than eating, what does your family do on Thanksgiving?

Lucas Cole, 21

Sarah Hann, 19

Andrew Waldron, 18

Destiney Morton, 18

Jessica Allmon, 18

“We sit around and talk
about how God is good
and all that he has done
for us.”

“My family goes
bowling every year.”

“I use to live in Ireland
where we would drink and
tell stories about our year.”

“We talk about the fun
times with family and
friends.”

“We play games and start
planning for Christmas.”
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CLS 100: A waste of time and money
By Jacquelyn Zeman
News Editor
CLS 100, otherwise known as the first year
experience class at Grand Rapids Community
College, is praised on the GRCC website as
a class that “prepares you to be successful in
college and in life.” The course description goes
on to warn students that although most other
universities have first year experience classes,
this class may or may not transfer
to another college. It states that students
starting at GRCC Winter 2014 and later, with
less than a 3.0 high school GPA are required to
enroll in CLS 100 their first semester. The class
is promoted with this equation: “CLS 100 will
help you to construct your personal roadmap
to college success. College success leads to life
success.”
As
I
went
into
my
honors
program orientation at GRCC this last summer,
the counselors present told our group that they
recommended, that we take CLS during our
first semester. They said it was a valuable class
that went over topics such as helping us further
explore our career paths. Like many other
honors students, I signed up for the class. It was
on the list of classes that they thought I should
be taking my fall semester, so why would I not
follow their professional recommendation?
When I started the class at the beginning
of the school year, I discovered that the class
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was not at all what I expected. I initially
thought we would be given the run down on
transfer schools. I thought I would be figuring
out what exact classes I was going to have to take
in order to transfer in two years. I also thought
we would be taught how to write professional
resumes and cover letters, and possibly do some
mock interviews. Instead the class ultimately
taught two things: how to study, and how to
take notes.
The class focused on how to develop
proper study habits, mind tests discovering
what kind of a learner you are and ultimately
pulling together a presentation and a paper
on your career and job field that you are
thinking of going into. The problem with this is
that although the main objective of the course is
to help you figure out what you actually want
to do, most students in my class who came into
the class undecided remained undecided when
the 10-week course ended.
For
the
different
projects
and
papers students do for the class, the rubrics are
extremely unclear. The faculty members who
teach the classes do not write the rubrics like
faculty do for other courses taught at GRCC.
The instructor did everything possible to make
the class interesting, however it was not at the
level that honors students needed.
At times the directions for projects are
unclear, and no matter what students
are informed of by their instructors, they
will all be graded on the exact same scale
that has been established by the school.
Although these topics are good to be covering

in a regular CLS class, or in a CLS class where
there has been a large gap in time between
when the student ended high school and
started attending college, but they should not
be covered in the honors version of the class.
Paying approximately $70 to $80 on a book
and $200 on a class to teach honors students
what they already know is absolutely absurd.
Even though I was in the honors section
of CLS, the class covered all topics that I had
mastered in high school. In addition to the fact
that I did not learn much while I was taking
the class, the homework load was absolutely
ridiculous. Quizzes, online work, papers and
various projects throughout the semester made
up the workload for the class.
The biggest things for both versions of the
class that need to be altered is going around
and seeing the campus more and actually
identifying where different things on campus
are. As strange as it might sound, many first
year students at a community college do not
know where the library is, and other important
places that are valuable to one’s success in
college. Although in the class we discuss the
importance of going to the library to do research
and to study, as well as going on the library’s
website, it would have been much more
effective to actually make a trip over to the
library as a class.
Another element of the class that needs to
be changed is the online assignments need to be
taken into the classroom and turned into actual
class discussions and projects that are done in
class. The online assignments required are all

easy to go through very fast and and allowed
students to rush through them without putting
much thought into the assignment. If the
online assignments were turned into class
discussions, the information would be learned
and absorbed much better.
The ultimate problem with the class is that
although it was an honors course, we were being
underestimated as students. Honors students
want help figuring out where to transfer after
GRCC, help figuring out what classes from
GRCC will be accepted at their transfer school,
and a better explanation of how to navigate the
work place and market themselves. If GRCC
wanted to have an effective honors version
of CLS, they need to focus in on what honors
students need a better understanding of. These
topics include more focus on the financial
literacy unit in the class and how to get out of
college debt free. Although this was covered, it
was not covered enough.
As far as I am concerned, CLS 100 was not
there to prepare me to be successful in college
and in life. I feel like I have stressed and worked
hard to learn nothing. I wasted my time, energy
and money for 10 weeks. The one benefit that
I saw with the class is that although I did not
learn anything, I became friends with all the
students in my class. In a sense, we all just
paid to make friends, so ultimately if you just
want to make friends, CLS 100 can help you out
with that. Until GRCC changes what is being
taught in CLS 100 for honors students, it is
definitely not a class worth investing in.

community.
Being in my second year at Grand
Rapids Community College, and having
worked at several other colleges including
Grand Valley State University and Davenport
University, I have met and had experiences
with a large multitude of professors. Some
experiences have been incredible, and others
have been quite forgettable. Throughout
these experiences, I have noticed one
common quality that I believe can make a
good professor unforgettably great.
One the most unforgettable professors I
have ever had repeated a joke almost every
day of class about the number of wives he
has had. One week he would joke about
being married 5 times, and the next he
suddenly had been married 8 times. And
while this may seem like an odd joke to
many, the culture of our class found it to
be quite humorous. Yet the most important
aspect that this professor displayed within
the class was not his humor, but rather
his ability to have engaging transparency.
The professor not only would joke about
events and things from his own life, but
he would be transparent with our class.

His current struggles, ethical dilemmas,
problems at work; he would share many of
these with us as a class. He was real. But
he was more than that. He would connect
his transparency into relevant situations that
not only connect with the course material,
but also in our own lives.
When a professor is transparent in a
classroom setting it not only allows the
professor to be real with their students,
but also it allows students to be real with
the professor. It creates an environment
in which students feel freedom to ask
questions, voice their opinions, and respond
to the professors and students’ comments.
Within this environment students are given
the greatest opportunity to not just learn
from the professor, but are also given an
incredible opportunity to learn from other
students as well.
Professors that exhibit engaging
transparency tend to be strong public
speakers, heavily passionate about their
course work, and have a strong emphasis
on building relationships with their students
and showing them they genuinely care not
just about their grades, but their entire lives.

A common mistake made by many
professors is that when they attempt to be
transparent, they are not engaging. I believe
the key to effective transparency is having a
two way street. What I mean by that is that
in order for transparency to be engaging,
the professor must encourage students to
be transparent as well. One of the best ways
to create a classroom environment that will
usher in engaging transparency is when
the professor asks students about their
own lives. Professors that strive to build
relationships professionally with students
create the greatest environment, I believe,
for learning, for growing, and for excelling
the educational quality of the classroom.
Overall, the demand for not just good
professors, but great professors is going
to ever increase. And as we as students
continue to take course after course within
our college, I believe it would be wise to take
note of such great professors. In so doing, we
as students can strive to gather the most out
of our course material, out of our professors,
and perhaps more importantly, out of each
other.

What makes a good professor great?
By Corwin Tobias
Guest Columnist

Last week I overheard a discussion
between several students waiting outside
their classroom about just how horrible
their professor was at lecturing, grading and
listening to the students. In contrast another
student talked about another professor,
whom they stated was “the best professor
(they) have ever had.” Listening to their
conversation, it made me ponder, what
exactly makes a good professor great? We
live in a world where the demand for good
professors has never been higher. And with
that demand, conversations like these, either
positive or negative, have become quite
common on campus. With the immensely
popular
website
ratemyprofessor.
com becoming a tool used by almost every
student as they schedule their classes, the
knowledge of the professors at the college
has become a pivotal part of the student

By Madeline McMahon
One of the best ways to exercise the mind is through word and logic games, like word
searches. Try out The Collegiate’s Christmas word search to bring Christmas cheer into
your vocabulary. Christmas is full of joyous conversation and gatherings of family and
friends. There is no doubt that these words will pop up when conversing with them.
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Wyse twins play for GRCC’s volleyball team
same position on
the court. That’s
something
the
Wyse twins are all
too familiar with.
Rosalyn and Audrey
Wyse
are
twin
sisters.
They
are
currently 18 yearold
freshmen
that attend Grand
Rapids Community
College,
formerly
of Greenville High
School. They’re also
a part of the GRCC
Volleyball
team.
Audrey is the oldest
by one minute and
after some debate
between them over
one or two minutes,
Audrey is still the
oldest.
The
Wyse
twins began playing
Volleyball in fifth
grade, through high
school. They also
played
basketball
from third grade
to tenth grade and
track and field from
sixth grade all the
way to senior year
of high school. It
was the ability to
play together that
led them to choose
volleyball
over
the other sports,
Rosalyn Wyse (left) and Audrey Wyse (right) holding the
however they noted
NJCAA Region XII-District F Tournament plaque
that they play the
same position.
“We
push
each
other,
we want the best
By Matthew Idema and Travis Devlin
for each other,” Audrey said.
Collegiate Staff
In their first year as members of
There is a thin line between love and the Raiders Volleyball team, it has been
something they have really embraced.
hate in sibling rivalries, especially when
“It’s a lot of hard work, but a lot of fun,
you’re on the same team, battling for the

I’m really impressed with the focus of this
team, we seem to improve every practice,”
Rosalyn said. “You have to be committed to
your sport and love it to play any college
sport, otherwise there’s no point in doing
it,” said Audrey, when asked what it’s like
to play for the GRCC volleyball team.
The best experience that the twins
have so far in their freshman year playing
volleyball is winning regionals.
“We play the same position, so we do
get competitive, but we always push each
other on and move on the best for each
other,” Audrey said.
Rosalyn had a devastating injury last
year tearing her ACL in her left leg and is
still trying to come back this year and she
says it still isn’t at 100 percent.
Audrey took over Rosalyn’s position
her senior year of high school. The two
don’t really see themselves continuing to
play volleyball in the future, unless they
have an offer from another college. They
would like to follow their college pathway
of pre-med and see what the future has in
store for them.
Some people might wonder if people
have a difficult time telling Audrey and
Rosalyn apart or had any problems in the
game with telling them apart. Amazingly
they say there was really only one incident.
Chip Will coached the twin’s club
volleyball team last year at nationals down
in Florida. He accidently mixed up Audrey
and Rosalyn’s numbers on their jerseys,
and the referee wouldn’t allow him to
change them back.
Audrey had to play left side and
Rosalyn in the middle that game, Audrey
always played middle, and neither of them
ever played those positions. “It was a
disaster,” said Audrey laughingly.
The twins feel at home at GRCC and
plan to stick together throughout their
college careers. They are best friends and
even have the same major. They do plan
to move to a bigger school, though they
haven’t picked a transfer school yet.

Analysis: Football doesn’t need bullies
By Philadelphia Inquirer
Courtesy MCT Campus
Allegations that a pro football player
who quit his team was a victim of bullying
have ignited a broader discussion of the role
of violence in American society.
It’s a good conversation to have,
especially as it pertains to hundreds of urban
neighborhoods where too many children
grow up being taught to return violence with
violence, only to end up becoming homicide
statistics.
Miami Dolphins tackle Jonathan Martin
left the team last week, reportedly to get
counseling for emotional issues. Martin’s
representatives said he had been continually
harassed by Dolphins guard Richie Incognito,

who typically played beside him.
Incognito was subsequently suspended
indefinitely by the Dolphins for allegedly
sending Martin text messages that questioned
his sexual orientation and called him
derogatory names. An April voice message
called Martin, who is black, a “half-n- piece
of s-” and ended with “I’ll kill you.”
The episode has sports analysts
pondering whether pro football has room
for apparently meek individuals like Martin,
who studied classical literature at Stanford.
“He always wanted to make everybody happy
and make friends and not be a problem,” said
Martin’s high school coach, Vic Eumont.
Conversely, Incognito seems to fit the
prototype of a bully. The New Jersey native
was kicked off his college team, Nebraska,

Richie Incognito (left) and Jonathon Martin (right) line up together during training
camp

after repeated violations of team policy. As a
pro, he was once voted the dirtiest player in
the NFL by his peers. Richie Incognito Sr. says
he always told his son, “You don’t take no sfrom anyone.”
That attitude can be an attribute on the
gridiron. In fact, a number of NFL players
seemed more bothered by Martin’s reporting
of Incognito’s alleged behavior than by the
behavior itself. “I think he was just being
Richie,” said Dolphins receiver Mike Wallace.
Some suggested that Martin could have ended
any harassment by smacking Incognito.
Whether Martin should have hit
Incognito was the subject of a heated debate
Wednesday between retired Philadelphia
Eagles lineman Mike Golic, who cohosts the
“Mike & Mike” radio show, and fellow ESPN
broadcaster Dan Le Batard. As Le Batard
condemned violence, Golic retorted jokingly,
“Obviously you’ve never done anything
manly in your life.” The joke fell flat.
Martin’s alleged mistreatment may be
related to NFL veterans’ routine hazing of
rookies, which includes making them pay for
lavish meals costing thousands of dollars. But
no one has explained why Martin, a secondyear pro, would still be a target.
One theory offered on the radio show is
that Dolphins coaches may have tolerated the
hazing in an effort to toughen up the lineman
_ much as Col. Nathan R. Jessup, played
by Jack Nicholson, ordered a “Code Red” to
toughen up a Marine in “A Few Good Men.”
The fictional Marine ended up dead, as
do too many real people who, unlike most
NFL players, can’t leave their aggression on
the field. Some were bullies; others were
bullied and decided that violence must be met
with violence. When that happens, it’s hard
to find winners.
The NFL is investigating what happened
to Martin. Maybe it can discover remedies to
overly aggressive behavior that can be applied
beyond football.
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Upcoming Schedule
All games listed are played in
the Ford Fieldhouse
Mens Basketball
December 11
vs. Delta College
7:30 p.m.
December 12
vs. Oakland Community
College
7:30 p.m.
December 20
vs. South Suburban College
4 p.m.
January 10
vs. Glen Oaks Community
College
7:30 p.m.
January 15
vs. Muskegon Community
College
7:30 p.m.
January 20
vs. Jackson College
7:30 p.m.
January 24
vs. Lake Michigan College
7:30
Womens Basketball
December 11
vs. Delta College
5:30 p.m.
January 10
vs. Glen Oaks Community
College
5:30 p.m.
January 15
vs. Muskegon Commuity
College
5:30 p.m.
January 20
vs. Jackson College
5:30 p.m.
January 24
vs. Lake Michigan College
5:30 p.m.
For complete schedules,
results, and statistics visit
www.grccraiders.com

On the Web
GRCC.Collegiate
@GRCC_Collegiate
collegiate@grcc.edu
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Grand Rapids Community College

GRCC Raiders basketball teams prepare for season

Courtesy Photo

Courtesy Photo

Head Coach TJ Carnegie returns for his thrid year of coaching the men’s basketball
team.

Tracy Little, comes back to coach her second year of women’s basketball.

Men’s team seeks
second consecutive
national title run

Women’s team
rebuilds after
going 9-18 last
season

and was also named MVP of the conference
tournament last season.
After a season where the Raiders only
suited up eight players, GRCC has gone out
and recruited players from across the state,
as well as the country.
“We have some good newcomers
that will step right in and hit the ground
running,” Carnegie said.
By Greg Wickliffe
Among those recruits are C.J. Mackey
Collegiate Staff
from Tapron, FL; Cameron Burhannon of
After winning a conference title last Indianapolis, IN; and Rahmil Almond, who
year, the Grand Rapids Community College is from Baton Rouge, LA.
“I’ve never been to Michigan before,”
men’s basketball team is back for another
said Mackey, who is a 6-foot-6 freshman
run at a national title.
That title run starts tonight as 10th forward. “I just wanted to come and try
ranked GRCC goes on the road to face No. 2 something new, something different.“
Carnegie said that the recruiting
ranked Mott Community College.
“We are flattered by the ranking, but process wasn’t difficult due to the Raiders
we haven’t made any baskets that count past success.
“When you have a good product that
yet,” Carnegie said.
A new season means a new start and you’re offering, it makes it easier,” he said.
another chance for the Raiders to reach “We have a long history of winning and
being successful, and people want to go to
their goals.
“I’m excited,” GRCC coach T.J. Carnegie places like that.”
The Raiders will dress 16 players this
said. “We have a good group of guys, and
they have been working hard. I’m excited to year, and Carnegie thinks that will be a
go through this season with them, and see positive for the team.
“Our depth will be a strength,” he
them come together and grow.”
The Raiders return six players from a said. “We have a lot of players that can play
team that finished 21-10 and earned a berth different positions, and we can put a lot of
in the National Junior College Athletic different looks out there.”
Another new addition for the Raiders
Association tournament.
“I expect all of the returning players to will be Courtney Hill of Muskegon. Hill
have break-out seasons,” Carnegie said. “I is a transfer from Kalamazoo Community
thought they had good years last year, and College, who sat out last season, but expects
this is their second time going through it. I to have a good season.
“I’m real excited for this year,” Hill said.
expect them to pick up where they left off
“I came here because it was a good school
last year. “
Sophomore returning starters Miles and a winning program. I have prepared for
Robinson and Daryl White look to lead the this day, and I am ready.”
Carnegie thinks newcomers Hill and
Raiders as they set out to make a return to
Mackey will play a role in the team’s
the national tournament.
“I’m excited for this season, I can’t success.
“I expect big things from them,” he
wait to play,” Robinson said. “I think I have
improved. In the off-season, I think I did said. “I think there are a lot people that can
contribute to what we are trying to do, and
everything I could to help the team win.”
White returns as a team leader, and time will tell how good we can be.”
If the Raiders can gel as a team,
one of the team’s leading scorers from a
Carnegie believes they can go as far as they
year ago.
“I think I will be able to help the team want.
“It’s hard to make chemistry,” he said.
with my leadership and my defensive
skills,” he said. “I don’t think about “The guys will have to genuinely get along
and trust each other, and I think we have a
individual stats, I just want to win.”
Sophomore forward Deontae Hudson good group of guys.”
White believes that chemistry will not
returns as the team’s leading scorer. Hudson
was named All-Conference second team, be a concern for the Raiders this season.
“We all are friends
on and off the court, so
it won’t be a problem,”
White said. “We should
be a lot better this year.
We have to play every
game like it’s our last, so
we can get back to where
we were at.”
The goals are set, the
team is prepared, and all
the Raiders have to do
now is go out and play.
“I think the players
understand what we
are working towards
every day,” Carnegie
said. “We have a lot of
different things we can
accomplish. If we play
together as a team, the
Courtesy Photo
winning will take care of
Sophomore Daryl White returns to the men’s team as a
itself.”
leading scorer.

By Zachary Watkins
Collegiate Staff

grabs,” Little said. “It will be exciting to see
who earns those spots. I expect our starting
lineup to be quite fluid based on what we
see in each of our opponents, and whoever
is playing well for us at that time. It’s not
necessarily about who is working harder,
it’s about who is working smarter and
consistently improving her skills.”
Two of the freshmen to look out for are
Hanna Lahiff, a 5’9” guard/forward combo
from Caledonia, and Sara Karamol, a 5’9”
forward from Rockford.
“Hanna is an excellent shooter, ball
handler, and has great instincts around the
basket,” Little said. “She’s a feisty competitor
who will add some defensive intensity. Sara
has excellent all-around skills. She can get
to the basket, shoot mid-range jumpers, and
adds some defensive I.Q.. She knows where
to be and when to be there.”
Walk-ons Audree Lalonde and Anna
Mansfield are two of the Raider’s point
guards.
“They’re already adding some spices
to our practices,” Little said. “They will
likely be seeing playing time for their great
defense, and will increase their minutes as
they adjust to our offensive philosophy.”
Some other key players returning are
Libby Kwiatkowski, who was second on
the team with a .419 shooting percentage.
Rachel Smits only played in seven games
last season, but the 5’7” guard is expected
to have a bigger impact this season.
Another player to look out for is
5’7” guard Amanda Steig. “She’s new to
us,” Little said. “She plays softball and
basketball. She adds a new dynamic to our
point guard position, as well as scoring and
distributing the ball.”
Despite losing some sophomore
leadership, Little is looking forward to this
year’s possibilities.
“The current sophomores have carried
the torch thus far,” Little said. “They picked
it up right where our previous leaders left
off, and are stepping it up one more notch.”

The Grand Rapids Community College
women’s basketball team tipped off their
season Nov. 1, against Mott Community
College.
Despite the 54-51 loss, second-year
coach Tracy Little is happy to get the season
underway.
“We want to be competitive each
game,” Little said. “We want to win at
home. It’s one game at a time. Knowing if
we take care of business and continue to
grow, good things will come. We want to
be playing our best ball come tournament
time.”
The women’s basketball teams record
currently sits at 0-3.
Last season’s team finished with a
record of 9-18, and advanced to the Regional
XII district semi-finals before falling to
Kalamazoo Valley Community College 6850.
GRCC returns three of their leading
scorers from last season’s team.
Sophomore Stephanie Stevens, a 5’7”
shooting guard, led the team with 15.9
points per game. Stevens was a MCCAA AllFreshman and Western Conference second
team award winner last season.
“Stephanie is coming back from a knee
injury that cut her freshman season short,
but she is on the floor and excited to be
back in business,” Little said.
Kayla Rosinski, a 5’9” sophomore
shooting guard, was second on the team
with 11.5 points per game, and had the
highest free throw shooting
percentage
79.6-percent
among those with at least
50 attempts.
“Kayla is an excellent
outside shooter,” Little said.
“We’re looking forward to
the experience she provides
as she leads us through
the pre-season and into
conference play.”
Danielle
Harrison,
a 5’10” forward/center
combo, led GRCC with 9.6
rebounds per game, and
averaged 10.6 points as a
freshman.
“Danielle is a vocal lead
with a notable presence in
the post,” Little said. “She
worked tremendously hard
to add more versatility to
her game during the offseason, and I’m eager for
her to show it off as we get
going with more games.”
Even with the three
leading scorers returning,
the starting lineup is not
set.
Sarah Davis/Photo Editor
“At
this
juncture
Freshman
Hanna
Lahiff
joins
the
women’s team as a
starting spots are up for
shooter and guard.

