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FIRST AMENDMENT CONCERNS RAISED AT GRCC
Administration
claims protocol is
not college policy but
‘working document’
By Sean P. Mulhall
Editor-in-Chief

Two weeks after student leaders at
Grand Rapids Community College were
told they could not speak to media outlets,
including The Collegiate, without approval
from GRCC’s Communications Department,
college officials are now stating the directive, that First Amendment experts say challenges students First Amendment rights,
was never college policy.
On Sept. 25, an email from Kathryn
Mullins, Executive Deputy to the President
and Board Liaison, was forwarded to
Student Alliance adviser and Director of

Student Life and Conduct, Sara Dorer,
asking for help with media requests to
“ensure that all media requests are centralized and tracked” and “ensure that Cabinet
is kept in the loop around these requests
and interviews.”
Dorer emailed GRCC Communications
Director, Leah Nixon, on Sept. 25 and asked
if this included student leaders communicating with student journalists.
On Oct. 6 Nixon replied to Dorer’s email
stating, “Yes, the Collegiate reporters need
to contact me before asking anyone on
campus - faculty, staff or students - for an
interview.”
Dorer then sent an email to members
of Student Alliance and Evan Macklin,
Coordinator of Student Life and Conduct,
notifying them of the new policy.
“I can’t say that the rules are unfair...
having the communications department is
to ensure that all parties are being represented in the best way possible,” said

Student Alliance president Arielle Brown.
“We need to follow the rules, because then
we can come to a compromise. As a student
I need to trust that the rules are in place for
a reason.”
Later when Dorer was contacted by The
Collegiate she echoed Brown’s statement,
and said that as an employee of the college,
she was doing her job and passing on information that was expected to be relayed to
the students she advises.
“I’m following the policy,” Dorer said.
“Because it’s my job.”
Shortly after talking with The Collegiate
on Oct. 17, Dorer called Nixon for clarification and sent an email out afterward to
Student Alliance.
In the email it was explained that
students did not have to follow the protocol
that they were given and had been following
for the previous two weeks.
“I’m happy with the clarification,”
Brown said. “I’m glad we don’t have to

do anything extra (to communicate with
campus media).”
Robin Luce-Herrmann, a lawyer,
specializing in the First Amendment, with
the Michigan Press Association, said the
college’s attempt to direct all media contact
through communications raises concerns.
“The emails indicate that if you’re a
reporter you can’t talk to another student
about an issue on which you may be reporting unless you go through the communication department first,” Luce-Herrmann said.
“So, that inhibits your right of association
and which is a first amendment guarantee.”
Frank D. LoMonte, Executive Director
of the Student Press Law Center in
Arlington, Virginia, agrees the communications approach is problematic.
“There is absolutely no question that it is
a first amendment violation to tell a student
when they may and may not speak with the

See First Amendment, page 2

ARTPRIZE

GRCC student Gretchyn Lauer wins ArtPrize 2D public vote
By Lydia Zilinsky

Collegiate Staff
Gretchyn Lauer, 27, became this year’s twodimensional public vote winner in ArtPrize
for her canvas oil painting, “Outcry.” Lauer
is a Grand Rapids Community College piano
student, and her winning piece featured a
portrait of a girl from Cambodia who was
rescued out of sex trafficking.
Lauer already has a degree in Biblical
Studies, but plans on finishing an additional
degree in piano at the University of Michigan.
She currently teaches piano weekly to students
at The Piano Cottage.
She originally began her painting three
years ago, dedicating thousands of hours to
the details. She had only done a few oil paintings before, but never one of this size. She
knew the layers of oil paint would take weeks
and even months to dry. She explained that she
is not an artist professionally and did not the
have intention of entering ArtPrize. Her family
and friends encouraged her to enter.
Lauer said after arguing, she agreed to
think and pray about it and laughingly said,
“You know when you pray about something,
everything changes.”
She explained that she felt God tell her to
do a portrait, and although she didn’t know
what to paint at first, she wanted something
that was about someone else and to share their
story. She then went to the art store and got
the biggest canvas she could find.
From her experience at Bible college,
she made friends who filmed a documentary, “Finding Home,” for an international

SECTIONS

organization called Rapha House, which helps
rehabilitate trafficked girls and help them spiritually, emotionally, and physically. The documentary focuses on individual stories rather
than shocking statistics, and Lauer asked to
have a picture of one of the girls crying.
Her subject was sold into trafficking when
she was only fourteen Lauer was able to make
contact with her, through social media and
found she was excited to have her face painted.
Lauer chose to have her crying rather than
one of the more shocking images associated
with sex trafficking.
“How can I create something appropriate and inspiring, something that will move
people, but also keep from victimizing them
further,” Lauer said. “I don’t want people to
see the violence first, I want them to see the
emotional aftermath ... I wanted people to be
able to connect, and most people can connect
with kids crying, because nobody wants to see
a kid who’s been hurt.”
Lauer explained the surreal experience of
the reactions of audiences, as thousands of
people walked away with tears in their eyes.
“It’s humbling to think how people can be
touched by art and something that you did,”
Lauer said. “But … it’s weird, because it’s not
something that I did, God told me to do it and
helped me be able to.”
Lauer also won $20,000 with the public
vote, and she plans to tithe to her church, help
pay for her school tuition, and donate to help
sex trafficking organizations.
She plans to continue with her degree, and
still create works of art in her spare time, but
says that winning has not changed her overall

News 1 Opinion 6 Features 8 A&E 12

JONATHAN D. LOPEZ/PHOTO EDITOR

Gretchyn Lauer, two-dimensional public vote winner and GRCC student, stands
in front of her painting, “Outcry”.
goals.
Lauer hopes that with her piece she
inspires and continues to inspire people to
raise awareness about sex trafficking all over
the world and in Michigan.
Stephen Barton, director of choral activities at GRCC, has been very impressed with
Lauer as both a student, and an artist.
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“She practices all the time, and just the
story of that is amazing,” Barton said.
“From what I understand she is a self
taught artist…she is just one of those students
where everything is done with complete
thoroughness and thoughtfulness. She is a
high achiever…I don’t see how she puts it all
together.”
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NEWS

Campus Police
Reports
Compiled by
Warren Sink
Collegiate Staff

Health and Safety
On Oct. 9 four children were left in an unsecured car on Bostwick. Dispatch arrived
and learned the names of the children.
The driver and mother were dropping off
a belonging in the Science Building for her
husband, and had illegally parked the car.
The mother was issued a verbal warning,
and the case is closed.

Health and Safety
On Oct. 9 an instructor on the fifth floor
of the Science Building spilled a caustic
chemical called ethyl bromoacetate in
a unaccessible room to students. The
instructor immediately turned on a vent,
poured absorbent on the liquid and
phoned dispatch of the spill. The Grand
Rapids Fire Department was informed
and arrived on scene, but not before campus officers, who evacuated the few left
on the floor from entering the area. Three
employees were sent to Spectrum-Butterworth Hospital. A hazardous materials
team cleaned the spill.

Trouble With a Person
On Oct. 19 a female student in the Student
Community Center called dispatch,
because she saw her former boyfriend
on a bench nearby. An officer arrived
and the female explained that she had
planned to talk to her boyfriend, who is
another student, but decided that she
would rather not. He had been texting and
calling her regularly since the break-up a
few days previous. The ex-boyfriend was
taken aside by the officer and promised
he would not make any contact with the
female. The female in turn was told to
have no contact with the male. The male
showed no aggression.

Damage to Property
On Oct. 13 during the late morning, a witness phones dispatch from ramp 1 after
seeing a white male in his 20s enter the
driver side door of his pickup truck and
repeatedly striking the sedan next to him
with his door. An officer went to the car
and inspected the damage done to the
victim’s car along with the licences of both
vehicles. The sedan was legally parked, but
close to the truck. He spoke to the witness,
who told him that it looked to be done
purposefully. The officer discovered the
truck’s owner as a student and called him.
The suspect admitted to striking the car.
The victim, who was another student, was
contacted. He decided not to press charges.

Medical
On Oct. 13 in the early afternoon, a Fountain Street Church parishioner reported an
injury she suffered from in the Bostwick
Street parking ramp near the entrance
to Level 1. An officer came to her aid,
but an unknown nurse had tended to the
woman’s injury already. The lady got her
foot caught in a crack in the blacktop and
landed face first on the asphalt. The crack
was reported to Risk Management.

Damage to Property
Dispatch was notified on Oct. 13 of graffiti
in men’s restroom on the third floor of the
Student Center. Multiple statements were
written on the handicap stall, including a
racially insensitive remark. Maintenance
was informed of the vandalism. Cost of
cleanup was $100.

Disorderly Conduct
Dispatch was called to the Subway in the
Main Building on Oct. 14 because of a
possible fight between a male and female
student. The female’s sister was a witness
and the only one of the three to elucidate
the events. Her sister and the male were on
each others’ phones and the male lightly
touched the female’s face. She then slugged
the male, telling him to “quit playing.” The
male received scratches on his neck and
hand from the female. She was escorted
to the police department. No charges were
pressed.
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CAMPUS POLICE

Annual Campus Police report released
By Warren Sink
Collegiate Staff

The Grand Rapids Community College
Police Department released the annual
security report of local campuses at the
beginning of October. The report is a 65
page document, that the college is required
to compile, and details the purpose of the
GRCCPD and the proper procedures and
definitions that structuralize the force.
Campus officers serving in the college’s
jurisdiction are trained professionals, who
must deal with not only students on a daily
basis, but also denizens of the surrounding area.
In contrast to
previous
years,
there was a surge in
drug-related violations during 2013.
Marijuana decriminalization was implemented last year
in Grand Rapids,
but the amendment
Whitman
does not include the
GRCC Campus. That discrepancy is created
when a student signs the student conduct
policy contract, when they enroll.
Rebecca Whitman, Chief of Campus
Police, explained her take on why the
increase of drug law violations is not
because of the decriminalization.
“The increase is probably more due to
the proactive duty the officers are doing
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and the number of traffic stops they are
making,” Whitman said.
If a student is caught possessing marijuana on campus, although it is within
Grand Rapids, he or she is charged under
state law. Whitman went on to explain
that not all arrests were students, and her
officers are continuously being taught to
recognize people under the influence of
drugs and alcohol. That education refers
to GRCC staff as well. They are trained to
find indicators of substance abuse by signs

2013

Drug Law Violations

like declining grades and erratic behavior.
There are also prevention programs with
the purpose of informing the individual of
the long term dangers associated with alcohol and marijuana.
“From a law enforcement perspective,
all we can do is have more contact with
people in making sure we are seeing and
finding the violations when they occur,”
Whitman said.

AWARDS

Collegiate earns five awards from Michigan Press Association
By Sean P. Mulhall
Editor-in-Chief

Three former Collegiate editors won
four awards from the Michigan Press
Association (MPA) last week, with last
year’s Photo Editor, Sarah Davis, nabbing
two in one category.
Davis won first place, for her photo of
Sean P. Mulhall as part of his 2014 Collegiate
winter magazine story titled “Clean Slate,”
in the Division 3 - Feature or Sports Photo
category.
Davis also received an honorable
mention for her cover photo of the same
issue of the magazine.
“I’m surprised and honored to hear about
the awards,” Davis said. “Both pictures that

placed were from our last production of the
semester, and I think the whole class put
forth our best effort during that time.”
Former Mutimedia Editor, and current
Central Michigan University student,
Clayton Cummins grabbed the other
Collegiate top honor, in the Division 3
- Multimedia reporting category, for his
coverage of an April Fool’s Day joke at
Aquinas College going viral.
“I am excited to win the award,”
Cummins said. “And I am thankful for the
experience that the Collegiate afforded me
to bring quality broadcast journalism to
Grand Rapids Community College.”
Summer Photo Editor, Erica Horoky,
received an honorable mention in the
Division 3 - News-Only Photo category,

for her work covering President Barack
Obama’s visit to Michigan State University.
The Collegiate staff came in second
place in Division 3 - General Excellence
category. The statement with the award
said The Collegiate was, “the best of the
rest,” highlighting the mid-year redesign as
a major factor in the second place award.
“I’m really proud of the team, especially the editors that were putting in a
lot of time during production, pulling the
paper together … turning out an appealing product,” said Joshua Vissers, former
Editor-in-Chief of the Collegiate and current
Student Alliance Communications Director.
“Our layout guy and web developer, Chris
Powers, in particular, put in a lot hours and
did a great job.”

Experts say even if the policy doesn’t
apply to student leaders, it still raises
concerns.
“Overall I see the policy as violating the
First
Amendment,
“No one is to
because it appears to
attempt to control, speak with a
or manipulate, future reporter withcontent of stories,” out Director of
Luce-Herrmann said. Communica“That’s a more tions being
subtle
form
of present or been
censorship, but it’s made previstill
censorship,” ously aware of
LoMonte said. “To the meeting/
get between jourconversation.”
nalists and inforGRCC document
mation is a form
“Protocol for
of censorship. The
Dealing with all
First
Amendment
Media Inquiries,”
has been interpreted
Nov. 6, 2012
to include not just
a right to publish
news, but gather news as well.”
In an Oct. 17 interview Nixon said that
the student directive was not a part of
GRCC policy and said she did not remember sending the email on Oct. 6 telling Dorer
that Collegiate reporters must go through
the communications department for an
interview with any faculty, staff or students
at GRCC.
“I’m not sure where (Student Alliance)
got that information because that was not a
communication that came from the communications department, nor have we had any
previous conversations about it,” Nixon
said.

“Students are able to, if they feel
comfortable ... if they are approached and
asked to provide their opinion on whatever
the case may be, they are free, at their own
will, to either comment, or if they do not
wish to comment, they may also decline as
well.
“I do not remember ever being on an
email chain where students were told not to
speak to the Collegiate,” Nixon said when
asked about the series of emails. “I read
about 200 emails that day, so it’s not ringing
a bell for me.”
When asked about the issue of controlling story content referenced in the protocol, both Nixon and Mullins reiterated the
fact that the document is there to help assist
all media, as well as faculty and staff, when
writing about the college.
In an interview Monday morning,
Mullins was asked about the emails and
media protocol. According to Mullins both
are just matters of miscommunication.
“It’s not a policy, it’s a protocol,” Mullins
said. “It’s a working document for our
administrators, our faculty, our staff. It’s so
they can understand, as a college, we have
a story to tell. As any institution you have a
story to tell.
“All we’re doing is making sure ...that
the media gets the information that they
need ... It’s not like we’re censoring. We’re
not trying to censor. All this is a tool to help
our faculty and staff to feel more comfortable.”
Managing editor Jacquelyn Zeman also
contributed to this story.

First Amendment
Continued from page 1
press,” LoMonte said.
“There’s not even room for debate there.
A student is not
“There is
subject to the authority of the college absolutely
in the same way an no question
employee is. If a that it is a first
student government amendment
official suffered any violation to tell
kind of punishment a student when
for giving an unau- they may and
thorized interview may not speak
with the media, that with the press.”
punishment would
— Frank D. LoMonte
be
immediately
Attorney,
thrown out in court.
Student
Press
“In addition to
Law Center
being illegal, it flies
in the face of the idea
that the student government is the voice of
the students.”
A GRCC document titled, “Protocol
for Dealing with all Media Inquiries,”
dated Nov. 6, 2012, states, “when reporters call, they are to be directed to Director
Communications,” and the “Director of
Communications will … maintain some
control of the story - telling our story the
way we want.”
Later in the document it says, “No one
is to speak with a reporter without Director
of Communications being present or been
made previously aware of the meeting/
conversation.”
The full document can be read on thecollegiatelive.com.
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100TH ANNIVERSARY

100TH ANNIVERSARY GALA HELD
NEWS BRIEFS
Provost search narrowed
to five candidates
By Jacquelyn Zeman

JONATHAN D. LOPEZ/PHOTO EDITOR

Gala attendees were welcomed with music into DeVos Performance Center before the event.

GRCC raises
$1.1 million for
scholarships
By Sean P. Mulhall
Editor-in-Chief

Jacquelyn Zeman

Managing/News Editor
Grand Rapids Community College celebrated its 100th anniversary with the grand
gala at the DeVos Place Tuesday night.
Administration, faculty, staff, students
and community members dressed in their
best attire to attend the event that featured
speakers ranging from Michigan governor
Rick Snyder, to GRCC president Steven
Ender.
After a poem written and read by Azizi
Jasper, and the national anthem sung by
Mark Jackson, both graduates of GRCC,
Judge Sara Smolenski, another GRCC alum
and the Mistress of Ceremonies, kept the
audience laughing as she introduced speakers throughout the evening.
“I would not be here right now, tonight,
if it wasn’t for Grand Rapids Community
College,” Smolenski said. “(My) parents met
at Grand Rapids Junior College in 1936.”
Gov. Snyder, who, after a change in
Michigan state law, just received his associate’s degree from Kellogg Community
College two weeks ago, praised GRCC and
it’s dual enrollment program. An idea the
Governor knows about first hand.
“Community college changed my life,”
Snyder said. “I would not be standing here
today if it were not for community college
… when I was 14 years old, I got that catalogue that comes in the mail, and I found
the little box that said you can start taking
community college classes before you got
out of high school.”
Snyder went on to explain that his
mother eventually paid for him to take an
Intro to Business Class, as well as several
other classes to follow while he was in high
school.
Debbie Stabenow, Michigan’s first
woman Senator, followed governor Snyder
and Mayor George Heartwell, an ordained
minister for the United Church of Christ,
lead the 960 in attendance in grace.
Hank Meijer, CEO of Meijer, introduced
President Ender after highlighting the
reasons that the Meijer corporation has been
a major supporter of GRCC over the years.
“At Meijer, we feel a real kinship with

community college,” Meijer said. “(The)
French professor, Hillary Haney and
relationship with us, and so many employers Spanish professor, Carmela Zapata attended
in Grand Rapids is really close, and really the event together and both agreed on their
important. If you think about it, we strive favorite part of the night, Judge Smolenski’s
to do what community college does so well, performance as Mistress of Ceremonies.
and that is be in the opportunity business.”
“I think she’s very animated and she’s
Meijer then introduced president Ender. very passionate about the fact that commuEnder’s keynote address was accompanied nity colleges make a big difference in the
by a series of videos produced by Klass community,” Zapata said.
Kwant and the media department. The
Lisa Freiburger, Vice President of
focus of the videos was current and former Finance and Administration, echoed presistudents with a GRCC connection. Ender dent Ender and Don MacKenzie’s thoughts
saved the moment that everyone was wait- about the scholarship dollars raised.
“The event was fabulous, and we are very
ing for until the very end, the announcement
of total money raised for new student schol- grateful to all of our supporters,” Freiburger
said. “The dollars that were raised for scholarships, in relation to the gala.
“Did we raise that million dollars?” arships, for students, it was wonderful.”
Ender asked the crowd. “As of Thursday, of
GRCC Campus Police Chief Rebecca
last week, we confirmed that this event had Whitman enjoyed the fact that the gala
raised $1.3 million dollars.”
pulled in such a large number of people.
At the end of the night Don MacKenzie,
“It was a great event, and great to see
Associate Vice President of College the support of the number of people who
Advancement and Executive Director of the showed up,” Whitman said.
GRCC Foundation, clarified that the $1.3
Student Alliance members were among
million raised included the cost of the event. the few current GRCC students who had
“We know that we cleared $1.1 million the opportunity to attend the event, besides
for new student scholarships,” MacKenzie members of the music program and culinary
said. “We know we’re going to create an institute.
endowed fund with it. We’re just waiting for
“I think it was a wonderful evening,”
a conversation to take place, between presi- said Joshua Vissers, Communications
dent Ender and the board, before we make Director for Student Alliance. “I was really
a final (decision) on how those dollars will happy to see the governor show up and the
be used. Those dollars will be endowed and mayor being here … Exceeding the goal
for fundrasing is really great. I’m looking
restricted for scholarships.”
According to MacKenzie, all of the money forward to seeing … some extra scholarwill be put in the bank and only the inter- ships for student’s futures.”
est will be spent on
scholarships over the
years. Around five
percent is expected
to go to scholarships
each year.
After the event,
as the crowd filed
out, faculty, staff
and students seemed
very pleased with the
way the night turned
out. There were a
variety of reasons
why each attendee
enjoyed the night.
“I just think the
event kind of capitalized this institution,”
Ender said. “It was
a phenomenal event,
JONATHAN D. LOPEZ/PHOTO EDITOR
… I was stunned
with the turnout. We Student Alliance Communications Director Joshua Vissers,
raised a lot of money President Arielle Brown, and External Affairs Director Nic Bush
for scholarships, so I (l. to r.).
am very pleased.”

The search for the Grand Rapids
Community College provost has been
moving along, as the final candidates
have been selected.
According to search team co-chair
members, Jennifer Batten and Nikki
Banks, the video portion of the interviews, with potential candidates, have
been completed.
The five candidates will be invited to
GRCC on Nov. 7 and 10 to be interviewed
in person.
“At that time, they will meet with
the Provost Search Committee for an
in-depth interview session and with
President Ender for a one to one discussion,” Batten said. “After these meetings,
it is likely that the field will be further
narrowed and the finalists will be invited
back to the GRCC campus. At that time
they will meet with the community.”
The dates for those meetings are still
to be determined.
According
to
GRCC’s
Communications Director, Leah Nixon,
the school is unable to reveal the names
of the candidates yet.
“The provost search is still in the
confidential stage for candidates, so
the college has ensured them that their
names will not be released publicly,”
Nixon said.

Kent Philharmonia
Orchestra to spook
GRCC with ‘Ghoulfest’
By Kayla Tucker
As Halloween quickly approaches,
Grand Rapids Community College’s
Kent Philharmonia Orchestra plans to
bring the traditional ‘Ghoulfest’, a frightful ensemble with GRCC musicians in
Halloween costume garb.
The festivities will begin with a
costume contest at 6:30 p.m. open to
all ages. The concert will follow at 7:30
p.m. The Orchestra will perform familiar
chilling pieces for a night of Halloween
entertainment.
“This is a fun-filled evening of family
fun,” said Kevin Dobreff, Head of GRCC’s
Music Department.
The concert will be held on Oct.
24 at St. Cecilia Music Center Royce
Auditorium. Tickets are $8 for adults and
$4 for students and seniors.

Chemical spill in science
classroom cancels classes
By Sean P. Mullhall
Evening classes in the Calkins
Science Building the Grand Rapids
Community College campus were
cancelled Oct. 9 following a chemical
spill in a fifth floor classroom.
According to Leah Nixon, Director
of Communications for GRCC, the situation has been handled. Campus police
are worked with the Grand Rapids Fire
Department and a third party hazardous
response team to clean everything up.
“Three faculty members were transported to the hospital as a precautionary measure,” Nixon said. “No students
were effected.”
All classes took place as scheduled
the next day.

CORRECTIONS
For Vol. 59, No. 2:
On page 10, Meeka Postman
earned the Emma Nicolette
Scholarship worth $2,000.
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DECISION 2014

TWO OPEN SEATS ON GRCC BOARD OF TRUSTEES NOV. 4
Compiled By The Collegiate Staff
On Nov. 4 voters will decide who will
fill two open seats on the Grand Rapids
Community College Board of Trustees.
There are four candidates in the race to
serve on the seven-member board.
The trustees serve for overlapping terms
of six years, without compensation. They
meet once a month for a public session to
oversee the college, approve the budget,
set tuition rates, and see to any other challenges that the college may be facing at the
time. The Collegiate emailed questions to the
candidates, here are their responses.
Q: What are the biggest issues facing
GRCC today?
Debra Bailey: Maintain a high quality educational system for all students. We have many
students that requires a high level of remedial support as well as services that might
not be viewed as essential in other educational environments. To insure all students
can be successful also impacts costs and we
must be sure that the education is offered at
a reasonable costs.
A changing workforce training requirements also is critical and strong community
partnerships are critical for the success.
GRCC must be well connected to the organizations that would utilize the various training and certification programs.
James Harvey: GRCC has several pressing
problems as follows:
a. They must develop relevant programs
in their workforce area that will continually
meet the needs of business and industry and
other prospective employers while containing student costs.
b. The college must win back the confidence of the tax payers having lost three millage votes in a row. This will require continually reducing costs and demonstrating a

willingness to cut outdated programs, inefficient teaching methods, and adopting an
accountability system which allows for the
elimination of excess programs and staff
and the adoption of modern instructional
technology.
c. The college must attract more transfer students who can save significant money
by taking their first two years at GRCC.
This places a huge burden on having up-todate articulation agreements and effective
student academic advising.
Michael Paskewicz: Maintaining and
increasing the connection with the community; increasing the quality and quantity of
certification programs; maintaining a high
quality educational environment that is
available to recently graduated high school
students and citizens returning for retraining
while keeping the cost at a reasonable level.
Cynthia Bristol: 1. Student Success in
terms of addressing ways in which faculty
and counselors can provide students with
the needed support to complete their educational goals in a timely manner thus reducing
their tuition costs.
2. Remaining visionary to provide the
necessary classes for students to be prepared
for the workplace upon graduation/transfer/
employment.
Q: What is the role of GRCC in the
community?
Bailey: GRCC is a critical community
resource that needs to serve well both the
traditional and nontraditional student in
an affordable manner. Insuring student
success, especially as an open access institution, is a complex endeavor. It is important
to insure that we are viewed as a collaborative and partnering institution as we need
to work so closely with other institutions to
insure our student’s success.

Harvey: I believe the comprehensive
community college should have a broad
vision which encompasses meeting the post
high school and pre-baccalaureate educational needs of the citizens of its district.
Those needs include meeting the workforce
needs of its population with appropriate
certificate and degree programs leading
directly to employment as well as college
parallel transfer programs for those wishing to take the first two years of their four
year program at GRCC. I believe the college
should also meet the continuing education
needs of its adult and senior adult populations with life long learning opportunities to
enhance and enrich their lives and provide
a vocational and new occupation opportunities for them.
The college should do the above as an
“Open Door” college at the lowest possible cost and be on the cutting edge of new
instructional technologies which hold the
promise of increasing learning while lowering the cost to students.
As our nation presents an increasing
array of educational opportunities I believe
the community college will increasingly
become a credentialing organization to help
students select the best opportunities that
could be packaged together to meet their
needs.
All of the above must be done, of course, in
partnership with the elements in the college
district whose interests are intertwined with
those of the college. Partnerships should
be forged with the underlying K-!2 school
districts, business and industry, the Arts
community, the religious community, the
growing senior adult population, charities
and non profit organizations, and the four
year colleges and universities in the area.
As we move from an industrial age to an
information age and a space age no institution is better positioned to help society make
these transitions than are the comprehensive community colleges like GRCC.

Paskewicz: My perspective of the GRCC
Vision – “A college of distinction, GRCC
inspires students to meet the needs of the
community and the world” – is grounded
in the role of the Board and the role of a
Trustee. The GRCC Board must have a future
focus rather than an internal preoccupation.
Simply stated, the role of the Board is to be
vigilant in their communication with stakeholders who benefit from the success of the
college. Clearly defining the “Ends” is critical
in the day-to-day work of the organization.
The “Ends” must be aligned with community
based expectations. Defining the issues and
behaviors – “Limitations” - the organization
must avoid while accomplishing the “Ends”
must be clearly stated. Further, the Board of
Trustees must rigorously monitor the progress of the college in meeting the Ends and
avoiding unwanted issues and behaviors.
This is how the Vision is brought to life. My
personal view of the Vision is GRCC continues to be a reasonably affordable learning
option for students, whether they have just
graduated from high school or if they are
returning to college for additional training.
GRCC remains the best option for certifications that allow individuals to be productive members of their respective community. Further, it means a strong partnership
between other colleges and universities to
increase the likelihood of a well-educated
and workforce-ready community.

DR. JAMES HARVEY was born and
raised in Grand Rapids and is a graduate of Ottawa Hills High School and
Hope
College.
He has received
two degrees from
Michigan
State
University, an MA.
in
Educational
Administration
and a Ph.D. in
Counseling.
A
former President
of Prince George’s
Community College in Maryland, Harvey
has also been the Director of Counseling
at Grand Rapids Junior College and the
Dean of Students at Hope College. He
has written two books and co-authored a
third on college management and taught
Business Management at the University
of Maryland. Harvey currently heads his
self-proprietorship, Harvey Associates,
and is President of the Encore Coalition
of Greater Grand Rapids.

DR. MICHAEL PASKEWICZ is currently
Superintendent of Northview Public
Schools. He spent twenty-one years of
service
in
the
Grand
Rapids,
Public
Schools.
During that time he
taught 5th grade,
middle
school
mathematics,
wrote and taught
outdoor education
curriculum, served
as a K-12 science
consultant, was Fountain Elementary
School’s principal, and was executive assistant to the Superintendent. He also taught
as an adjunct professor at Aquinas College
and Grand Valley State University. In addition to a doctorate from Western Michigan
University in Educational Leadership,
Paskewicz has received graduate and
undergraduate degrees from Grand Valley
State University. Paskewicz and his wife
Ruth have been married for 43 years.

Bristol: 1. GRCC is a respected institution to which parents are confident their
child(ren) can receive an excellent education taught by highly trained instructors.
2. GRCC has the privilege and responsibility to be inclusive due to the diversity of
residents and their cultural traditions.
Read responses to the rest of the Q&A
online at thecollegiatelive.com.

Meet the candidates
DEBRA BAILEY is running for re-election.
Bailey is the Director of Global Corporate
Relations at Steelcase Inc. In addition to 15
years’ experience
as a Trustee in
Higher Education
at Aquinas College,
Bailey has taught
management and
career
development courses for
10 years and has
10 years of experience in an adjunct
role in secondary and higher education.
Bailey attended GRCC and received a
degree from Aquinas College and Western
Michigan University. She served on the
GRCC Foundation Board of Directors
and on the Executive Committee. Bailey
received the Aquinas College Outstanding
Alumni Award and has been included on
a list of the 25 Most Influential Women
in West Michigan by the Grand Rapids
Business Journal.

CYNTHIA BRISTOL is a retired GRCC
faculty member, where she taught music
for 22 years. Bristol earned a Masters
of Music degree
in Piano and has
completed Masters
work on Organ
Performance, both
during her time at
Western Michigan
University.
She
has also attended
Aquinas
College
and
Michigan
State University. As a member of the
Piano Teachers’ Forum of Grand Rapids,
Bristol has served as President, Vice
President, Secretary, and on the Board
of Directors. In 2010 she won the Music
Teacher of the Year Award both from the
Michigan Music Teachers’ Association
and the Piano Teachers’ Forum of Grand
Rapids. Bristol has been a resident of
Kent County for 51 years and both of
her children have attended GRCC.

100TH ANNIVERSARY

GRCC celebrates 100 years with 100 ways to give
By Kayla Tucker

A&E/Features Editor
It’s not hard to miss Grand Rapids
Community College’s 100th anniversary
this year with all of the celebration around
campus. But this time GRCC is giving back
to the community.
GRCC’s 100 Ways to Give is a broad
event, co-chaired by Laurie Foster and Lilly
Anderson, interim associate dean of operations, that gives each of the college’s departments a chance to volunteer or give back
in some way to the college or community.
From displaying history banners around
campus, to special lecture series, to offering
up 100 hours of volunteer time at Degage
Ministries, each department is eager to
participate.
“Laurie Foster and I were charged to

work with every single department on
campus and ask them to commit themselves
to one way in which they will celebrate the
100-year anniversary,” Anderson said. “They
could also do the departmental history
banners, which you’ve probably seen all
over campus...that was a very fun project.”
All departments, academic and nonacademic, were able to participate in some
way. There are currently 39 different ways
that GRCC is giving back to the community. In November, the Counseling and
Career Center will be donating 100 pounds
of food to the GRCC Student Food Pantry.
In December, Student Life will be donating
Christmas gifts to Toys for Tots.
“People are still so excited about this
that I’m still getting calls (from GRCC
staff wanting to give back in some way),”
Anderson said.

The project began in August and runs
through May.
The Legal Counsel Department is working towards the goal of donating at least 100
pounds of domestic supplies - kid’s clothing, pots and pans, toiletries - to the YWCA,
a domestic crisis center that houses victims
of domestic violence.
“This is a whole movement where we’re
trying to make people aware that they’re not
alone,” said Deborah Sanders, Assistant to
the General Counsel, Title IX Coordinator
and Equal Employment Opportunity Officer
of the Legal Counsel Department.
Sanders hopes to see a student-ran
sexual assault prevention team in the future.
“They could contact me and I could
help them get something off the ground,”
Sanders said. “This is a serious situation
that I don’t think is being addressed by the

student body and I’d love to see that come
out of this if possible.”
Anderson stated it is difficult to calculate the dollar value of the college-wide
giving project that has inspired faculty and
staff to collect domestic items, money, food,
and other items.
“More importantly is the concept and
the thought of wanting to give back to (the
community),” Anderson said.
To see a full list of the volunteer projects
that are happening, visit grcc.edu/100th/
volunteer.
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Staying sane when stress seems never ending

EDITORIAL

The one election GRCC
students should care about
It’s hard to find a reason to go out
and vote for one of two rich white guys
who don’t believe the same thing you do,
but the race for Michigan’s Governor is
not the only race on the ballot.
Voters will decide who will fill two
seats on the Grand Rapids Community
College Board of Trustees. on Tuesday,
Nov. 4,
The major problem is most of the
people responsible for making that decision are not GRCC students. A large
number of young people don’t vote and
many of the college’s students fall into
that category. It is a sad, but true fact.
“It’s only one vote, it doesn’t matter,”
is a statement commonly overheard
whenever election time rolls around.
The argument, “one vote does matter, it
can be the difference,” is a just as popular statement.
The fact is, that both are true, but
one may be more true than the other.
The percentage of elections, in
American history that have been
decided by one vote is microscopic. The
fact remains that it has happened and
chances are, it will happen again.
Voting can be difficult and made
even more difficult by individuals who
want to ensure the opponent doesn’t
get support, by making it difficult to
the point where
someone would
just give up.
The biggest
reason
why
young
people
don’t
vote
is
probably
because
they
are uninformed
or just don’t
care. But GRCC
students should
care about the
upcoming election, as the

Board of Trustees is in charge of the
decision making process here at the
college.
The rise in tuition, the parking rates
going up, all major decisions must go
through the board.
With Margo Anderson leaving and
Deb Bailey hoping to earn her seat back,
this is a rare opportunity for the students
of GRCC to make their voices heard.
Driving around town motorists can
see signs, in the front yards of many
houses, supporting the four candidates,
but when if someone walked through
the halls of the college the board oversees, it would be impossible to know
who is even running.
GRCC’s Student Alliance and College
Democrats and College Republicans
are making a concerted effort to raise
awareness of the upcoming election, but
they are not focusing solely on the board
election.
In any case, there will be a change
to the Board of Trustees soon, whether
that will be Bailey and her running
mate, Mike Paskewicz, securing the vote
or Cynthia Bristol and James Harvey,
remains to be seen.
If there is one election GRCC
students can’t say doesn’t affect them it
is the Board of Trustees election.
S o m e
students
who
are usually on
the
apathetic
side should pay
closer
attention to this race,
because
the
two candidates
elected to the
board will be
part of the group
responsible for
major decisions
made on campus
moving forward.

Editorial Cartoon by Zach Watkins & Teagan Burns

By Shelby Corliss

Collegiate Contributor
It’s always around this time of year that
it seems like my hair starts to fall out even
more than usual. I have so much
to do, and only 24 hours in a
day to do it. I barely sleep,
work too much, and
have a ton of studying
to do. Midterms are
happening, it’s getting
colder, and time is
of the essence. Even
though this time of year
is stressful, it is important to take care of
yourself. Don’t let
the worries and
stresses of life get
you down too much.
Balancing everything
you need, and want to
do, this semester can be
a challenge. There will be
roadblocks (figuratively and
literally), moments when
you want to give up, and
times when you don’t think
you can do it.
Remember to cut yourself some slack.
It’s okay to give yourself a break once in
a while. Taking time for yourself is crucial
to staying sane during a time like this.
You’ve been working your butt off, so take a
breather, and trust me. You’ll be fine.
Here are some ideas on how to make
it through the rest of the semester without
going crazy, and maybe you can even enjoy
yourself.
Consider getting a gym membership.
Working out is a great way to stay healthy,
feel good, and look good doing it. If working
out isn’t your thing, tanning is still a good
option. It’s relaxing, gives you a glow, and
makes you forget about the cold for a bit.
Shopping is a must all times of the year,
but I find that retail therapy is most helpful when you’re really stressed. Spending a
little money at the mall never hurt anyone,
did it? Even if you don’t have much money to
spend, there are plenty of things to window
shop and there are always coupons for your
favorite stores. Although appearance isn’t
everything, it’s one of the first things people
notice about you. If you feel good about
your look, you’ll be confident and you just
might notice less stress in your life.

Why don’t young people vote?
By Rachael Huffman
Collegiate Staff
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Once you buy something that makes you
feel better about how stressful life is at the
moment, get dressed up and go out. Whether
it be with friends, or your significant other.
Make it a point to go out to dinner, the
movies, or simply take a walk around downtown. Spending time with others can help
a lot with getting your mind off of everything you have to do.
Sleep is a major
stress reliever as
well and it’s
one that is
often
over
looked.
It
might
not
seem
like
sleep helps
with your stress, but that’s probably
because you haven’t tried it. It works
wonders, I promise. I have learned
to love and look forward to naps, and I
have no shame.
If for whatever reason, you can’t find the
time to rest, you might want to try doing
simple yoga, or even meditating for just
20 minutes. It can give you the energy you
need to get by without taking too much time
out of your busy schedule.
Besides that, nutrition is another important aspect to staying on top things when
the stress seems like it’s never ending.
Remembering to eat somewhat healthy and
getting enough calories in during the day
can really make a difference in the way that
you feel.
Feeling good is half of the battle.
There are many things you can do to
reduce the stress in your life, and brighten
up your days as a tired and over worked
college student. Whatever makes you feel
good, relaxes you, and takes your mind off
of reality for a minute is something I would
recommend doing! Whether it’s as simple as
taking a bath, buying that overpriced cup
of coffee, carving pumpkins (because its
fall and who doesn’t love that?), watching
Netflix or visiting the animal shelter to play
with dogs (that’s my personal favorite), do
it.
Do what makes you happy, and everything else will fall into place. College is
hard, but it’ll be worth it. Do your homework, study, go to work, get some sleep,
and save a little time for yourself to enjoy
whatever it is you like to do. Take care of
yourself, and everything will be just fine.

Midterm elections are swiftly approaching on Nov. 4. Unfortunately, many 18
through 24 year olds will not be showing up
at the polls.
This age bracket is the least likely to
vote. Why don’t young people vote?
“I don’t think 18 to 24-year-olds find it a
priority,” said Heather Richards, Professor
of Political Science at Grand Rapids
Community College. “They don’t know how
it affects them personally, and they don’t
feel like their vote matters.”
Richards describes what young people
all over the United States are feeling voter
apathy.
“People don’t care much about their
future,” said Daniel West, 21, a GRCC
student. “What’s going on with the events,
the government ... they don’t feel like it has
a lot to do with them.”
Is ignorance to blame? Some argue that
18 through 24 year olds don’t vote because
they don’t follow the news.
“When it comes to the news, a lot of
people just aren’t interested” said Alex
Suli, 20, President of the GRCC College
Republicans. “They don’t read, they don’t
watch different news networks and when it
comes down to it, they don’t know, so they
won’t (vote).”
With the amount of time young people
spend on the internet (studies say over 20
hours per week for 18 through 24 year olds),
it would be easy to assume that they must
be exposed to some news stories through
social media. But if they have no incentive
to go out and find information about their
community and how the legislative body
actually affects them, then they won’t ever

fully understand.
Young people are more likely to vote in
general elections than any other election. In
2012, 38 percent came out to the polls and
in 2008, 44.3 percent. Interestingly enough,
voters have less influence in general elections than state elections since voters don’t
actually get to elect the candidates for
president. The most influence voters carry
is during congressional and state primary
races where they elect who the candidates
for governor and state representatives
will be. Candidates for general elections,
however, are selected at the political party’s
national convention. And moreover, the
president is only one man. Without passing through Congress, bills would not be
passed and signed into law by the president.
“18 through 24 year olds don’t vote
because they don’t know how,” said Brittany
Hall, 22, of the GRCC College Democrats.
“What’s big about voter registration is that
students don’t understand how to vote or
how to register, so that’s why we’re not
getting people to vote.”
Unfortunately, most students don’t
vote because they believe they don’t have
the power to bring about change. Keith St.
Clair, Professor of Political Science tries to
convince students otherwise.
“What a degrading way to go through
life, to think you don’t matter,” St. Clair
said. “Individuals standing up for what they
care about is really the only thing that’s ever
really changed anything in their lives.”
It’s easy to say that young people don’t
care about politics. However, it’s more
likely that there are many different underlying reasons to why 18 through 24 year olds
don’t vote.
“Honestly, if I’m not registered yet it’s
just because I’ve been lazy,” said GRCC
student Mitch Apol, 19. “But I do actually
care about politics.”
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Why aren’t there more art
students from GRCC in ArtPrize?
By Jonathan D. Lopez
Photo Editor

COURTESY JONATHAN D. LOPEZ

Photo Editor’s work chosen for ArtPrize lists
By Sean P. Mulhall
Editor-in-Chief

While one Grand Rapids Community
College student won the 2D public vote in
ArtPrize, there was another student just
down the hall at DeVos Convention Center,
that caught the eye of some curators.
Jonathan D. Lopez, Photo Editor for The
Collegiate, has participated in ArtPrize for
the last two years. This year, his work was
selected for two curator’s lists by Joel Zwart,
Calvin College Gallery Curator, and Nathan
Kemler, Curator of Collections Management
at Grand Valley State University.
If making two curator’s lists is not
enough, Lopez’ photo made the cover of
the Grand Rapids 2014-15 Gallery Guide. He
entered Grand Rapids Community College’s
Photography Department, thinking it would
make him a better animator.
“In 2009, I took it up as a career interest,” Lopez said. “It’s simpler than animation. You can hone in on one point in time.”
Besides photo assignments, a claymation video, forced writing assignments or

Farming
for the soul
By Chelsea Jenkins
Collegiate Staff

Work that is considered “farm” work and
the way farmers contribute to society has
always struck me as one of the most honorable lifestyles anyone could chose. I grew
up in a small farm town, but much to my
dismay, I was a city kid.
Growing up in the small town of Owosso,
Michigan, I benefited from one of my closest
friends William, who was raised on a farm.
Throughout my childhood, William
would wake up early before school and then
go home after school to tend to his chores,
or the never-ending responsibilities of growing up on a family farm. While this may not
have tickled his fancy, I always respected
William and his family’s farming lifestyle.
As William was one of my closest friends,
I had the privilege of growing up with him,
getting to witness, and at times be apart of
the day-to-day life at the Bemish Farm. This
flourished my desire to one day have a farm
of my own.
According to the New York Times, in the
last five years, the U.S. has suffered a loss
of 100,000 farms. A staggering number, with
most of these farms being midsize.
“Farmers are respectable and interesting to me in proportion as they are poor,”
said Henry David Thoreau in “Walden”,
Thoreau’s personal reflection upon simple
living in natural surroundings.
Yes, farming may not be a lucrative
career on the local, small-scale, side. Often
when farmers can go on vacations and relax,
the leisure to do so is often not hand in hand.
With my experience working on a farm it’s
humbling to realize you take part in affecting someone’s livelihood in a very specific
way. Left to tend to a field, either planting
or picking, you are the variable between
a plant and whether it will have a positive
outcome or not.
I’ve grown up in a millennium where
careless consumer ideals of living are
projected in a positive light by some major

fixing his new truck, Lopez also gets up at
3 a.m. everyday to make bagels for Bagel
Beanery.
‘I’m not Myself,’ Lopez’s 2014 ArtPrize
entry was a change in direction for his
art. For someone who says they are not
comfortable in their own skin, a series of
self-portraits might seem like an odd choice
for a project, but Lopez decided to try something new.
He told students from Ferris State
University in an interview about the transformation that he experienced last year and
revealed that he likes to bring joy to people,
but make them uncomfortable at the same
time. He likes to throw people off-guard.
“Personally, I like to create an image
that makes people laugh, but at the same
time, cringe,” Lopez said in that interview.
“My signature is the slightly twisted, but at
the same time, pretty hilarious.”
Lopez said, he creates his art to amuse
himself and others.
“Allowing yourself to suffer through
the boredom of life allows your brain to
focus in on the creative side,” Lopez said.
“Because you have to fill in that void of daily
humdrum.”

media sources. This made me realize that
if something is portrayed as hard and not
lucrative, then it is not likely to attract mass
appeal.
Why wouldn’t the media want to portray
local farming as something honorable, beautiful, natural, and honest? Farming is beneficial in many ways. It gives you fulfillment,
not in material possession or social status
but it fills the soul. It’s pure, honest, and
of the land. Farming creates independence
from corporations.
I grew up around farms but it wasn’t
until this past summer when I decided that
farming should not be an act I simply admire
and respect, but a lifestyle I need to become
apart of.
Moving to downtown Grand Rapids
nearly five years ago in pursuit of education,
the idea of being able to take part in farm
culture seemed distant.
Ham Family Farm is my place of serenity, calm, and peace where I am privileged
to work.
Once out in the fields, there are so many
times I want to stop in awe of how beautiful
it all is, how amazing the food tastes coming
fresh from the ground. There is something
about the soil that makes everything the
best my taste buds have experienced.
I crouch my body and feel the wondrous
hot sun on my back, my hands grow wet
and dirty from picking, and my knees and
bottom covered in dirt, my beautiful farmers tan gets deeper and deeper. I can’t help
but think, “How rich am I?”
Thanks to the farm life I have the ability
to feel proud of my work. I feel more serene
then I ever have in my life.
My already large appreciation for vegetables, fruits, sun, rain, soil and the Earth
grows immensely every moment I’m out
there. Eating is a necessity for life, yet many
forget to appreciate where food comes from.
My appreciation for where food comes
from has impacted my life in a far greater
way than just diet. Enjoying the true fruits
of my labor gives me the opportunity to be
humbled by our Earth, as well as continue
to make me even more conscious of the role
I play and power I have to impact my life as
well as the lives of others.

Avoiding ArtPrize for the 19-day duration has been my goal for the past five years.
Though I entered work last year, my aversion to large crowds kept me away from my
venue and seeing ArtPrize for myself.
For 2014, I decided to radically change
my attitude about ArtPrize. When I joined
The Collegiate, I knew this was the year
I had to attend ArtPrize. In addition to
ArtPrize news coverage, I helped document
the installation of works at SiTE:LAB at the
Morton House for the six weeks leading up
to opening day. My schedule started and
ended with ArtPrize for weeks.
On opening day, I learned that I had
made it onto two of the ArtPrize curated
lists. Still, it wasn’t until I stood in front of
my entry at DeVos Performance Hall that
I understood what it felt to be an ArtPrize
artist. The first day I attended my work, I
observed a wide range of reactions.
Giggling grandmas and grandchildren
would walk by and stop to look closer at
my portrait of a tailor tending to a barebottomed pig. The adults seemed equally
interested in the antique sewing machine in
the photo as the pig that took several hours
to make.
Unamused critics walked past as though
they were in a race to get out of the building. Of course, that’s the way I probably
looked every time I had to go somewhere
during ArtPrize.
Some people were simply bewildered. A
handful stared long enough at each photo to
realize it was the same person acting, and
those who stared longer clued in that it was
me. Sometimes they would smile or burst
out laughing out shortly afterwards.
After seeing so many people enjoying
my photographs, I was able to put aside
my negative preconceptions of being an
ArtPrize artist. I quickly grew addicted to
seeing the reactions of people to my work –
both the good and the bad.
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Four hours flew by. My legs were horribly cramped and my face was so tired from
laughing that I was unable to smile for a
photograph at the end of the day.
I spent probably 30 hours between
reporting and standing at my venue in addition to working early mornings during the
first week. My leg was constantly throbbing
and I was barely getting enough sleep at
night. I confess that after the first week, my
giddiness for ArtPrize waned.
In hindsight, I realize just how much I
missed out on because I didn’t put the effort
in to stand by my work more often. Equally,
I know I was incredibly blessed to have that
location. I was within 80 feet of “Outcry”,
the 2D winner of $20,000. Gretchyn Lauer,
the artist of “Outcry”, is a student at GRCC
as well.
There are plenty of naysayers that say
there is no point to entering – that you can’t
win against the elite artists. Rest assured,
you don’t need to be a famous, highly publicized artist to win.
After seeing a fellow GRCC student win,
the real question is: Why aren’t there more
students from GRCC in ArtPrize?
When I asked around, there was only
a handful of GRCC students participating
in ArtPrize. To put it bluntly, the attitude
toward entering ArtPrize was harsh. Too
commercialized. Too big. Too political.
Too much Jesus. There are a lot of excuses
for artists to choose from.
I definitely fall into the group of people
that agree that ArtPrize is too big for my
taste, but where else could I get this much
exposure? Seriously. I spent $50 to enter,
I used photos and frames I had already
entered into Festival of the Arts, and I spent
maybe $15 on 600 contact cards.
Though I can’t guarantee that you can
find success at ArtPrize, you’ll never be
found if you don’t showcase your work
frequently and rub elbows with the general
public. What do you have to lose? You can
go out to eat and enjoy yourself until your
stomach is growling again, or you can enter
ArtPrize and meet thousands of art lovers.

We have new board members being elected;
what is one thing you would like them to know
about GRCC?
Danni Chick, 19, Hudsonville
“To promote more about our fashion
interiors program because it’s really fun
and great. Nobody really knows about
it.”

Abbie Simms, 21, Milford
“All the programs that are offered
because I feel like not that many
people know of everything that the
school has.”

Jon Gritter, 26, Grand Rapids
“They are in tune with the diversity of
the student body. We’ve got lots of
different races, ethnicities, religions as
well as age groups…the understanding
and sensitivity of that.”

Joseph Sumpter, 24, Lansing
“I feel like they should have not cut
the school activity fund. I feel like this
campus is kind of separated already
as it is…and also tuition keeps going up
for some reason.”

Compiled by Sean Walker & Max De Leeuw
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WINTER FASHION FRENZY

By Victoria Thornton
Collegiate Staff

During the winter months we strive to look our best, but it
becomes difficult with the overabundance of winter accessories.
Don’t fret. We’ve got you covered. This guide will give you some
basic ideas on dressing for winter without becoming the puffy
marshmallow that your mom made you look like as a kid.
1. Don’t put your summer clothes in storage. There is a swift
transition between wearing summer attire and dragging out the
winter boots and heavy scarves. Keep them out and mix them
with your winter clothes. This can create a revamped wardrobe
and save you an expensive trip to the department stores.

2. Wear your jean shorts all winter long. Have you ever had a
hard time parting with those favorite jean shorts that were
glued to you all summer? No worries just throw some black
knit leggings underneath and team them with a pair of combat
boots. You’ve now created a stylish new outfit and can stay in
those beloved distressed cutoffs.

3. Wear bulky scarves. Just because some
scarves are colossal and huge, doesn’t
mean you have to look the same. Match
your scarf with some knee high boots,
skinny jeans, and a classic cardigan.
This will give you an elongated look,
while your immense scarf keeps you
warm.

JONATHAN D. LOPEZ/PHOTO EDITOR

Sam McGahan, FAD Club Secretary, Becky Skar, Fashion and Design (FAD) Club President, and
Rachael Huffman, Collegiate staff writer (l. to r.) sport their favorite winter apparel.

4. Dresses are permitted. Did you think
that little black dress was going to
hibernate for the cold months? No
need. Put it on along with some
printed tights and those heel booties
you’ve been dying to be seen in. Voila,
you’re ready for a night out with your
girlfriends.

STUDENT LIFE

5. The leather jacket comeback. When you
were a kid did you make fun of your
parents for their tacky leather jacket?
Most people did. Well bite your tongue
and admit that its comeback is in
positive form. Most leather jackets can
be worn with any sort of outfit and they
are also exceptionally warm.

These are just a few tips on how to stay
warm this winter and look good while doing
it. Don’t rule out anything in your wardrobe
because layering is in right now and is an
easy way to repurpose clothing for any
season.

STUDENT LIFE

Anime Club offers outlet Student Gamers feature
for discussion of fandom video and board games
By Jesse Lawrence
Collegiate Staff

The Anime Club is one of many clubs at
Grand Rapids Community College that few
are aware of. Members of the Anime Club
share a common interest in Japanese animation (anime) and Japanese graphic novels
(manga).
According to Dale Mortensen, the Anime
Club Event organizer, the purpose of the
club is to “gather fellow Okatus (anime fans)
together to enjoy and appreciate anime."
The day that we sat in on consisted of
watching episodes of different anime for
the first two hours. While the episodes play
students are free to do homework or talk
quietly among themselves.
Afterwards, the club members participated in a trivia game, with a chance to win
one of three wigs that can be used for cosplay
(dressing up as anime, video game, or movie
characters). One of the winners this week
was club member, Elizabeth Riegler, 19.

“I like being able to discuss (anime) I
enjoy and have people to talk about it with,”
Riegler said.
David Vickers, one of the club members,
got into anime at a young age beginning with
Pokémon. His love grew for anime when he
went to his first anime convention and met a
few of the students who remain in the club
today.
Vickers mentioned that he loves anime
because, “only in anime can you shout for
five minutes and suddenly become more
powerful.” Which is a reference to the characters in the 1990s anime Dragon Ball Z.
The club hosts various events throughout the school year. Some of their upcoming
events include a pop can drive to raise funds
to go to Anime Central (ACen).
The Anime Club meets every Thursday,
noon to 4 p.m. in room 403 of the Science
Building.
“New members are always welcome and
appreciated,” said Chenelle Sirmier, club
president.

By Jesse Lawrence
Collegiate Staff

Whether you game with cards,
controllers, or character sheets, the
Student Gamers Association is a club
that hosts it all.
Members play trading card games
like Magic the Gathering and Yu-Gi-Oh,
and some video games they play are
Mario Kart and Super Smash Bros.
Most members describe the club as
a place to relax and play games with
others between classes.
“We accept any type of people, no
matter what you like to play,” said
Zachary Grice, club president.
Members are welcome to bring in
their own video games and consoles to
share with the club.
All games and consoles are secure
and locked up when students leave and
managed in a check-out system.
If a member wants to use someone

else’s device they must get permission
from the owner and exchange their
student ID or something of importance to one of the three club officers
to ensure that the device is returned
safely.
“There’s a game for everyone, so just
come in and play,” said Shay Bilyeu,
club member.
From 2:30 p.m. to 6 p.m. on Mondays
and 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. on Wednesdays
the gamers association plays the 3.5
edition of Dungeons and Dragons, a
tabletop roleplaying game with Grice
and member Joe Hiler as the game
masters.
They also host video game tournaments. Stop by a meeting for additional
details.
The Student Gamers Association
hosts open gaming from 11:30 a.m. to
4:30 p.m. on Mondays and noon to 6
p.m. on Wednesdays in room 125-127 of
the Science Building.
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Madame Haney brings intercultural opportunities to students at GRCC
By Jacquelyn Zeman
Managing/News Editor

Professor Hillery Haney, otherwise
known as ‘Madame,’ said she was imminently hooked on French at a young age.
Haney has been teaching French at
Grand Rapids Community College since
2001. As a native of Grand Rapids, she
has lived in the area much of her life, but
has also spent significant amounts of time
living and teaching abroad over the years.
“Back when I was in third grade I had
a friend whose mother was from Quebec,”
Haney said. “Her mother came in and
taught us colors, numbers, and the alphabet. I remembered it. I retained it.”
Even though she had a connection with
the French language as a child, Haney did
not begin formal French lessons until high
school.
“I was super social, so I sat next to this
really cute boy, and I think all I did was
stare at him,” Haney said, laughing. “It was
a no-brainer (to take French)…but I was
not great at it.”
“In high school I went to go stay with
a family (in France) for a summer…I went
for the whole summer, and understood
nothing. I was homesick like you would not
believe.”
Haney said her mother was a big
supporter in her studies over the years.
“My mom was always into art films, and
collective foreign films…she was always
exposing me to the impressionists. That
talk about French was just…always there.”
After graduating from Ottawa Hills High
School, she went on to study at St. Mary’s
College in Indiana, with no plans for a
specific major, but she did have an interest
in continuing her French studies.
“In order to go to France I had to take
a course called ‘Intensive French and Lab,”
Haney said. “I never studied so hard in my
life! I was starting out with Fs, and I ended
out with a B, and I got to go to France…
Everything I took there was in French, and
I lived with a French family for a whole
year.”
Haney said that particular study away
experience was critical to her fully grasping the language.
“There is no way I could have majored
in the language if I had not spent that
intensive time in the country. It was not a
natural gift. It was super hard, but all the
work translated over, so I became a French
major.”
Haney said that although she decided
what she wanted to do for her major at that
point, she still did not knew exactly what
she wanted to do for her career.
“I worked at Macy’s, which was then
Hudson’s, in retail,” she said. “I did not
know what I wanted to do. I had a French
major and a communication’s minor.”
Haney said she worked for her father’s
small business for a little while, and she had
an experience there that made her want to
continue to pursue her French.
“One day my Dad and I went to Burger
King for lunch, and there were these Dutch
people sitting by us speaking Dutch,” Haney
said. “It was that moment I said to myself ‘I
have to do something with my language. I
have to.’ When I heard them, I realized that
was just what I need. I need language to be
a part of my life.”

Haney
said
from there she
became
serious
about
teaching,
and went back to
school to get her
teaching
certificate from Aquinas
College. She taught
grades 7 through
12 at several Grand
Rapids
Public
Schools from 1989
to 1999. While at
GRPS, she met
present day GRCC
colleague, Bernard
(Bernie) Manker.
Haney started a
graduate program
in
French
at
Middlebury College
in Vermont, and
then started looking for oversees
teaching positions.
She
eventually
landed a position at
an American school
in Rabat, Morocco
through a job fair in
California.
“When that job
offer came, and it was a French position, in
an American school, I thought, that’s mine,”
Haney said. “They offered me the position,
but then it was not all that easy because
I had just started dating my husband
Raymond.” Haney eventually decided to go
because her and Raymond agreed that they
would somehow make it work.
She said her experience teaching in
Morocco was wonderful, and beyond
anything she imagined. The school was an
English speaking school with an international baccalaureate degree.
“I was hired to teach French and Spanish,
but I ended up teaching just French,” Haney
said. “I was the only American teacher (in
the French program). There were eight of
us French teachers, and they decided they
wanted an American…it worked just beautifully.”
“My experiences compared to my
student’s experiences were like nothing.
I thought the parents would be upset if
their child would have gotten my class…
wouldn’t you want a native French speaker?
I thought that it was going to be an issue,
but it never was.”
Haney said she had a great tri-cultural
experience, even though some unexpected
challenges came up while she was living
there.
“I was in a modern (dance) class, doing
a turn barefoot, and I had a stress fracture,” Haney said. “I just kept moving on it,
and it felt so painful. I had crutches, so I
started hopping on one leg, and then I did
the same thing to my other leg, and ended
up in a wheelchair for most of my time in
Morocco.”
“People checked on me, I had friends,
I could still socialize,” she said. “It was
hard because I did not have my freedom,
but there were some really amazing experiences that came out of it. I got to go to
the King’s doctor. My friend’s father-in-law,
was the doctor to the King (of Morocco) at

COURTESY TAYLOR SIRARD

Hillery Haney on Morocco Study Away in 2014 with Professors Nancy Forrest and
Deb Vilmont and tour guide Radouane EL Aouan in Fez, Morocco.
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the time. I remember I could not pick my
jaw off of the floor when I walked into her
father-in-law’s house. It was just so beautiful.”
Six weeks after returning from two
years of teaching in Morocco, Haney
married her husband Raymond, and moved
to Nashville to start a new job.
“I thought when I was moving home
from Morocco I was moving home, that I
understood the mentality,” Haney said.
“I did not realize that I was going to have
such a culture shock moving to Nashville.
The southern mentality is just totally different than the northern mentality. I had more
culture shock moving to Nashville than
I did moving over to Morocco because I
expected it over there, and I did not expect
it coming home…After an adjustment, it
took me about six months, I really began to
enjoy Nashville.”
Haney returned to Grand Rapids
because current GRCC professor and
former friend, Bernie Manker, insisted she
pursue an opening in the school’s Language
and Thought Department.
“When I came in, Bernie was really
impactful,” she said. “We grew the program
from three to seven French classes, and
that was a neat thing to see. Right now the
negative I see is they are cutting classes
right and left…and I am so down about it.”
Manker said he has been grateful to
work with Haney over the years, as they
have inspired each other to work harder at
their job.
“She helps me and others keep our
perspective about what we do here,”
Manker said. “It is very easy to become
jaded and cynical about our students, (and)
to make generalizations about the millennials. But the truth is that every generation has presented problems…By having
a colleague like Hillery, I am reminded
that what she does and what I do need to
continue to be at the same level that it was
20 years ago. I am happy to say that my
students continue to perform at the same
level they have for many years. It is not
easy to be a slacker around Hillery.”
Haney has put together eight study
away programs for GRCC over the years to
both France and Morocco.
“I (did) the study abroad trips before
the Department of Experiential Learning
was formed,” Haney said. “I was pounding my head against the wall, trying to deal
with administration supporting this. It was
very hard, so now with the creation of the
department I have a partner in crime, Mike
Schavey, to pound my head against the wall
with.”
Haney said it was a huge move to have
study away offered in Morocco.
“Since 2004 I have been trying to figure
out how I could do a trip to Morocco. In
2010 (her first trip)…I was really excited to
be able to expose students to that kind of
variety.”
“When I came back from teaching in
Morocco, it was 2000. Then a year after that
9/11 happened. I kind of made it my own
purpose to educate people on the Muslim

world…I felt like I had a responsibility and
a calling to figure out a way to show people
how we cannot stereotype, and we cannot
make judgments based on…an act, a very
terrible act. I felt kind of a calling to expose
people to the diversity, and to break those
barriers and prejudices.”
In addition to teaching French classes
each year, Haney teaches a humanities
class for each of her study away trips. Many
of Haney’s French students end up attending study away and taking that class in
addition to taking French with her.
“Having been on two abroad trips with
her, and having her for (French class) two
years I can say she is great,” GRCC culinary
student, Kara Faasen, 21, said. “Madame
isn’t just a professor but is a mother figure…
One of my best memories with Madame
Haney would be in France when she would
take us on ‘little’ detours that would last for
hours, but were well worth it.
“After taking four years away from
school she was one of my first my college
professors coming back,” said former
GRCC French student Amber Sackett, 24.
“She takes her teaching really seriously,
and expects students to do the same. I
found out from GRCC that I needed one
more credit to complete my Associates,
and I approached and asked her for an independent study, she was very willing to work
with me, even though independent studies
tend to be a lot of work for the professor.”
Haney said she has been pleased with
the way the study away program has influenced her students.
“Some students have gone on another
study abroad trips, others have changed
their major to include a language, for some
I have heard they are pursuing something
because of their experience, or they are
changing majors because of their experience, so there has been real successful
feedback. Students are taking these experiences and they are creating their lives
around it. For me, this is really cool.”
Haney said she would love for more
people to understand how important it is to
speak a second language.
“People do not understand how widely
French is spoken. French is spoken on five
continents. People are so narrowed into
the Spanish. Which is important, it is, but
when you leave here French is not only
a language that you communicate with
people in France, the French colonized
all over the world, so those countries are
still French speaking, and it becomes this
common language between other nations.”
Haney recalled a trip to Russia to visit
a friend who was French born, and her
Moroccan husband. It was there she realized the value of her experiences of interacting with friends of other cultures.
“I remember sitting at the table, going
‘we are supposed to hate each other’ There
was not a nationality,” Haney said. “That’s
what people do not see. When we all understand each other, and we become friends,
the conversation is no different. We all have
the same desires and the same needs.”
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All-USA /Coca-Cola Community College Academic Team
Nearly $350,000 in scholarships available to outstanding community college students!
All GRCC students are eligible to apply who meet the eligibility requirements:
• Must be a current GRCC student enrolled at least part-time, six credits or more.
• A cumulative college-level GPA of 3.5 or higher, no AFP classes can be included.
• Minimum of 30 semesters college-level credits completed by December 31, 2014.
All courses completed in the last five years (Fall 2009-Present).
• Academic record-free from suspension, probation or other serious disciplinary action.
If you are interested in applying go to my.ptk.org/edge
If you have questions concerning the All-USA/Coca-Cola Community College Academic Team,
contact the Student Affairs Office at (616) 234-3925 or email studentaffairs@grcc.edu

DEADLINE
TO APPLY
DEC. 1, 2014

Jack Kent Cooke Foundation’s
Undergraduate Transfer Scholarship
www.grcc.edu/jkcscholarship
The Jack Kent Cooke Foundation’s Undergraduate Transfer Scholarship makes it possible for the nation’s top
community college students to complete their bachelor’s degrees by transferring to a four-year college or university.
The Foundation provides up to $30,000 per year to each of approximately 75 deserving students selected annually,
making it the largest private scholarship for two-year and community college transfer students in the country.
Each award is intended to cover a significant share of the student’s educational expenses – including tuition, living
expenses, books and required fees – for the final two to three years necessary to achieve a bachelor’s degree. Awards
vary by individual, based on the cost of tuition as well as other grants or scholarships he or she may receive.

A review panel of distinguished university faculty and admissions
professionals judge the applicants using criteria including:
• Achievement and academic ability
• Persistence

• Financial need
• Leadership

• Desire to help others

For more information contact Fátima Nieves at fnieves@grcc.edu

This publication is available in alternative formats upon request. Please contact Student Affairs for more details.
Accredited by the Higher Learning Commission. GRCC is an Equal Opportunity Institution. 1415-38822 10/14

DEADLINE
TO APPLY
DEC. 2, 2014
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Political clubs offer chance to speak mind and develop friendships

By Kayla Tucker

A&E/Features Editor
As elections near, the pressure to be
politically involved is increased. Some want
to discuss ideas and opinions, some just
want to figure out where they stand politically. At Grand Rapids Community College,
students are offered opportunities to have
a voice and share what they believe. The
College Democrats and Republicans were
founded out of a shared political passion
and are doing as much as they can to share
what they have to say as Election Day
approaches.
The College Democrats club took off
with a brand new constitution beginning in
2011 after a few years of being dismantled.
They hit the ground running with a constitutional objective of promoting the philosophy of the Democratic party on GRCC’s
campus.
“Our main purpose this year was to
register students to vote, get them aware
of who’s running, and why they should
vote Democratic in November,” said Daniel
Eggerding, College Democrats President

who joined the club earlier this year.
“I consider myself a democrat because
I believe that people are the most important thing in the world and I believe that
every person is equal,” Eggerding
said. “Not one person should
be valued more than another
person...I believe that government is here to help and not
hurt...protect and defend...
and keep us involved.”
Eggerding said there are
no qualifications to join.
“I always let people
know that there’s a College
Republicans club as well
as College Democrats,”
said Eggerding, 19.
An average meeting is
once a week and the group
will discuss current events
on all levels global, national,
state, and local, how to be
more involved politically with
GRCC students, as well as how
to go about getting students interested in voting by telling them who they
should vote for and why.
Last year the College Democrats were
able to meet former president Bill Clinton,
Democratic candidate Mark Schauer, and
Democratic Representative Gary Peters.
The club recently paired up with the
Michigan League of Conservation Voters, a
progressive environmentalist group, where
they knocked door-to-door informing
people about this year’s progressive candidates, specifically Gary Peters.
“It’s our duty as citizens to be educated
about the candidates and to help choose
the best one whether that is voting, making
campaign contributions...or volunteering,”
said Lydia Garner, 18, College Democrats
Treasurer.
For the upcoming elections the College
Democrats have been in contact with the
Democratic candidates and their main
focus is to get them elected.
“We’re excited,” Eggerding said. “It’s
going to be a very close race. We’re hoping
to turn Michigan blue.”
Meetings for the College Democrats are

Thursdays from 5 p.m. through 6 p.m. in the
White Hall Reading Room at Sneden
Hall.
The other political group
on campus is the College
Republicans. The group
began in the 1980’s with
the purpose of spreading the conservative
message on campus.
Alex Suli is the current
club President.
“I believe everyone
has their own personal
responsibility,” Suli said
on why he identifies as
a Republican. “I believe
that government should
be very limited...that
the Constitution of the
United States is a great
document that should
be upheld by every politician. I believe in a free
market.”
Suli said anyone is qualified to join, even
in your beliefs range across the political
spectrum.
“We, contrary to popular belief, do not
discriminate against anyone,” Suli said.
“The only qualification required is that they
be willing to show up with an open mind
and a willingness to listen to what we have
to say before making judgement.”
At a meeting the group will discuss
current events on all levels global, national,
state, and local and how issues should be
handled. They also encourage gaining experience in the field of politics by inviting
speakers to their meetings such as representatives from the Michigan Republican
Party or leaders of other College Democrat
groups.
Cody Kwiatkowski, 18, became a
member of the College Republicans at the
beginning of the year, and is contemplating
going into politics. He feels the club is exciting and he doesn’t regret joining because of
the experience he has gained.
“I get to have my voice be heard,”
Kwiatkowski said. “It’s actually a great way
for me to meet people who...think the same

way (as me).”
For the upcoming elections the College
Republicans are proudly supporting
Governor Rick Snyder, Terri Lynn Land for
US Senate, Justin Amash for 63rd District
Representative, and Brent Boncher for the
63rd District Court Judge.
“It's going to be a tough and very close
race this election cycle,” Suli said. “All we
can do is volunteer our time, spread the
word, and pray for the best.”
The College Republicans meet every
first and third Monday of the month at 5
p.m. in the Raider Grille for around an hour.
Find the College Democrats and
Republicans on Facebook, Twitter, and
OrgSync.
The upcoming bipartisan Civil Discourse
event on Oct. 27, 6 p.m. in the Sneden Hall
Multi-Purpose Room will bring together
anyone from all over the political spectrum to come discuss current issues with
other people ranging in beliefs. The goal is
for students to develop an understanding
of other political views, solidify their own
political beliefs, and learn how they can
solve problems facing our state and nation.
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Parking rate increase negatively impacts students, $1.9 millon deficit reduced

JONATHAN D. LOPEZ/PHOTO EDITOR

By Jonathan D. Lopez

Photo Editor
One dollar may seem like an insignificant amount of money to many living in the
United States today. It’s not enough to buy
a sandwich, a bottle of water, or even half
an hour of street parking in Grand Rapids.
However, paying an extra dollar for parking
quickly adds up.
Full-time students commonly spread
out their classes throughout the week.
What would have cost a student parking
four days per week $40 prior to the increase
now costs $56 every month. By the end of
the 16-week semester, that student will pay
$224 on parking alone, $64 more than the
previous year.
“Minimum wage went up by like 45 cents,

but parking went up by another dollar,” said
Trayvone Garrett, 19, of Grand Rapids.
In order to cope with rising costs, Garrett
plans to travel to school less. He currently
commutes five days per week, and plans to
schedule his classes for only two days per
week during the next semester.
“I’ll probably consider that, but not
cutting back on classes,” Garrett said.
On a positive note, most of the students
interviewed felt the cost in parking wouldn’t
lead to taking less classes at GRCC.
For Elizabeth Jewell, 42, of Wyoming,
the increase came as a surprise.
“I thought it was the same (price) up
until a few weeks ago,” Jewell said.
Some suggestions for saving money
involve carpooling, taking the bus, or
biking, but many students have no other

options than to drive to get downtown.
“I know a lot of people told me about the
bus system, but I have other things to do,”
Jewell said. “My time really doesn’t allow
me to do that.”
For Randy Pleune, 18, of Grand Rapids,
driving is a necessity.
“I have to drive,” Pleune said. “The first
bus stop away from me is three or four
miles.”
When his class was cancelled earlier this
month due to the chemical spill at Calkins
Science Building, Pleune said he was stuck
along with his friend at GRCC.
“If we wanted to go anywhere, we
couldn’t because we would have to repay
for parking, and it’s just too expensive,”
Pleune said.
The costs are far from trivial, especially
for students on a fixed income.
“Coming in this year, I didn’t realize it
was going to be a big deal,” Lucas Dawson,
18, of Grand Rapids said. “I probably will
have to save up some more money for next
semester.”
Of the students interviewed, none of
them knew the underlying issue causing
the parking rate increase. The culprit: a
$1.9 million deficit for the 2014-2015 school
year. Though the parking rate and tuition
increases have had a cold reception, the
parking increase alone is projected to bring
an additional $750,000 of revenue for the
year.
“Clearly that and a number of … expense
cuts that were made to help us bring about
a balanced budget to the board,” said Lisa
Freiburger, Vice President for Finance and
Administration at GRCC.
Since balancing the budget in June,
student enrollment decreased substantially.
“We have an additional revenue loss
there that we need to address in this
current year’s budget,” Freiburger said.
“Enrollments are down for community
colleges across the state and across the
country. The enrollment decline is not
a phenomenon specific to Grand Rapids

Community College, which would lead me
to believe there are other drivers to that, the
strongest of which I believe is the economy.”
Ultimately, parking rates had been the
same since 2007. Parking on the street is
more than a dollar per half hour. Despite
the increase, the rates are competitive for
students looking for a place to park that is
quick enough to make it to class on time.

ALTERNATIVE
PARKING DOWNTOWN
DASH Lot and Shuttle:
$200 yearly
College Lot and Shuttle:
$250 yearly

SAVE MONEY:
Rapid 1-Month Pass:
$40
Park at a Silverline parking area and
ride in. The cost savings of gas and
parking may surprise you.
Rapid Carpool Connections can help
you find a fellow college student to
share a ride.
therapid.greenride.com/GRCC
Motorcycles and Mopeds park free in
the Bostwick Ramp.
Reduce days on campus. Schedule
classes into the fewest days as
possible.
Avoid scheduling large gaps that
would encourage you to leave
campus in-between classes.
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THEATER

GRCC CLEANS UP AT
GRAND AWARDS
By Jacquelyn Zeman
Managing/News Editor

Grand Rapids Community College’s
theater department brought home a record
breaking six Grand
Awards at the 18th
annual event, hosted
at Civic Theatre on
Oct. 12.
GRCC was up for
a total of 13 nominations for students,
faculty members and
shows from their
most current theater
season. A committee
in the Grand Rapids
Jones
theater community
selects the nominees and winners of the
Grand Awards each year.
GRCC musical theater performance
major, Robbie Ellis, won for Outstanding
Supporting Actor in a College Production
for his role of Charles Makin in “The Hatpin.”
Former GRCC theater student, Madeline
Jones, won for Outstanding Supporting
Actress in a College Production for her role
of Clara Makin in “The Hatpin.”
“It was the first time I was ever nominated…in fact this was the first Grand
Awards I have ever been to,” Jones said.
“’The Hatpin’ changed my life. All of the
people involved in that show were just the
most talented group of people separately.
When you put them all together, it was just
overwhelming amounts of talent.”
Former GRCC student Meeka Postman
won for Lead Actress in a College Musical
for her Role as Amber Murray in “The
Hatpin.”
“None of my dreams would have been
realized if it would have not been for the
support, encouragement, and love I have
received from this community of artists,”
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Postman said. “I was more than prepared
for the program at Western Michigan
University.”
Postman was also one of the recipients
of the combined theater scholarship.
Rob Karel won for Outstanding Director
of a College Production for his direction of
“The Hatpin.”
“I got to work on the most amazing piece
of theater…” Karel said. “The piece deserves
to be seen. I need to thank GRCC for taking
that risk, and then giving it to me, which was
an incredible blessing.”
“The Hatpin” won for Outstanding
College Production.
“We had an orchestra that was completely
filled of students, which is unheard of in this
town,” Karel said. “We did not even have
enough people show up at auditions to cast
this show, so to end up here right now is just
incredible.”
In addition to the shows given awards
through GRCC, a few staff members won
Grand Awards as well.
GRCC Theater Manager, Michelle
Urbane, won a Grand Award for Outstanding
Director of a Play for her direction of “Venus
in Fur” through Actors’ Theater.
Tom Kaechele, GRCC’s Theater Program
Director, won for his direction of “Spamalot”
at Circle Theatre.
It was announced at the beginning of
the program that GRCC donated $2,000 to
the Grand Awards, so ticket sales could go
directly to raising money for the combined
theater scholarships.
“Collaboration is so important to us,”
Urbane said, referring to the partnership
between the music and theater department
at GRCC, that helped put on “The Hatpin.”
“We are so proud of our students,” she
said. “We just hope that…students stay
involved in the theater program, and just to
appreciate the craft and the collaboration.
We are just thrilled.”
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The cast of “Spamalot” from Circle Theatre performs as the opening number of
the Grand Awards.

JONATHAN D. LOPEZ/PHOTO EDITOR

The cast of “The Hatpin” from the GRCC Players accepts their award for
Outstanding College Production.
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Experience! Take advantage of your time at GRCC
Students participating
in experiential learning
courses not only earn
credits toward a degree,
but become prepared
to meet the needs of
the community and
the world.
The Department of
Experiential Learning (DEL)
acts as the “front door” for
College stakeholders engaging
with the community. The
Department supports students
and faculty participation in
Service Learning, Honors,
and Study Away programs
which utilize best teaching
practices
and promote student success.
Department Services:
n Training and Consultation
n Student Advising
n Risk Management Support
n Assessment and Evaluation

Get hands-on
experience
while serving your community
through Service Learning!
n 98% stated the service
learning experience met or
exceeded expectations.
n Nearly 700 students participate
every year.
n Over 70 sections offer
service learning in a range
of disciplines.

Challenge
yourself
by participating in Honors
Program courses taught by
passionate faculty diving deeper
into the course material!
n Nearly 200 students are part
of this elite group.
n We offer 16 courses
throughout the year.
n Students in the Honors
Program are recognized
at Commencement.

Explore
the world
and other cultures through
the Study Away Program!
n

n

Over 30 students traveled
to Costa Rica and France
last year.
Students have traveled
to Morocco, Germany
and more.

Enroll in a course with
Service Learning

Apply to the Honors
Program

Enroll in a Study Away
course

grcc.edu/servicelearning

grcc.edu/honors

grcc.edu/studyaway

Department of
Experiential Learning
grcc.edu/experientiallearning
(616) 234-4162

All participants are welcome. Those in need of accommodations please contact the Department of Experiential Learning at (616) 234-4162.
Grand Rapids Community College is an equal opportunity institution. GRCC is a tobacco free campus. 1213-11816 04/13

1314-28021 DEL Learn from Experience ad
10 x 8”, color
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THEATER

‘The Judge’ will see you in theaters (or court) GRCC creates

musical ‘Open
Door’ in honor
of 100th
anniversary

By Sean Walker
Collegiate Staff

When dreaming, everything in the
dream makes sense in the moment, but
when trying to reflect on it the next day it’s
easy to tend to come up short and be left
with a story that doesn’t add up. Similarly,
when telling a story that covers up tracks,
if one word slips, someone’s caught. In
court, this usually means the convicted is
guilty of a crime, but what happens when
said convicted really doesn’t have any clear
memory of what happened?
This concept revolves around the many
themes explored in “The Judge,” a film
about the struggles people face in the courtroom. Judge Joseph Palmer (Robert Duvall)
has been presiding over cases for several
years in Carlinville, Indiana and has a reputation for being tough but fair.
Now he’s become the one in the hot seat,
accused of a hit and run. The victim was a
convicted murderer he sent to prison years
ago. With his wife having recently passed
away, Joseph is having a hard time sorting
out his thoughts, and claims that he has no
clear memory of the incident even when
evidence is mounting against him. Joseph is
worried that this crime could undermine his
reputation, and no one seems able or willing to defend him in trial.
Enter Hank Palmer (Robert Downey
Jr.), Joseph’s estranged son who steps in
to help his dad. This job is the most difficult of Hank’s career, not just because of
the increasing evidence, but because Hank
and Joseph have not been on good terms
for quite some time. Both men blame each
other for family matters and events that
drove a wedge between them, and even
after all these years they can barely stand
in the same room together without arguing.
But, for the sake of the family, Hank and
Joseph must put their rivalry aside for the
moment and work together to save Joseph
from imprisonment.

By Kayla Tucker

A&E/Features Editor

COURTESY TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

Robert Downey Jr. as Hank Palmer, left, and Robert Duvall as Joseph Palmer in
“The Judge,” a Warner Bros. Pictures release.
The father-son dynamic helps Downey
and Duvall bring out the best in themselves
as not just actors, but human beings. It’s
a situation many can relate to: Avoiding
family matters because of past grudges, and
then eventually having to return and locate
the root of the issue. The gaps of time are
filled to some extent, but the pains are still
clear. Sometimes these struggles bring us
closer together over time, and such is the
case in “The Judge,” where Downey and
Duvall’s characters must both make the
decision of which is more important to
them at the end of the day, their careers or
each other.
These topics are certainly serious, but
the movie itself finds the right balance
between serious and too serious. The overriding theme of the movie dips into the
family matters we all know only too well.
The intensity of the scenes in court keep

you on the edge of your seat without too
much risk of falling off, but it is the dynamic
between Downey and Duvall that brings out
the emotion, though not to the extent where
you’ll need a whole lot of tissues.
With Oscar buzz already surrounding
this movie, it’s hardly a surprise that every
aspect of the movie grips you and brings you
right into the heart of the conflict. The lasting effect of “The Judge” is that, wherever
you may be in life, there’s always a chance
to come back to your roots and, essentially,
find the part of your life that’s been missing,
whatever that may be, that will lead you to
a deeper understanding of what it means to
be a family.

THEATER

GRCC Players
present
‘Anton
in Show
Business’
By Kayla Tucker

A&E/Features Editor
A satire on theater show business,
clichés, and what it takes to put on a play,
“Anton in Show Business,” by Jane Martin,
will leave the audience laughing and with a
better understanding of the complex nature
of theater.
Director Tom Kaechele, said that
rehearsals are comprised of excitement
and energy from the cast. He hopes that the
audience will come with an open mind to
appreciate the art of show business.
“I want them to laugh a little and come
away with a better understanding of the
complexities of producing a piece of theater
in the 21st century,” Kaechele said.
Kaechele has directed two-dozen shows
for Grand Rapids Community College since
1992.
Jenna Bassett, 18, is playing the role of
Casey in “Anton in Show Business” for her
first college production. Bassett says she
couldn’t be happier with the friends she’s
made through this production’s cast.
“This play is truly unique,” Bassett
said. “It sort of breaks the fourth wall of
theatre, discussing the issues of the theatre
and the context of the play as the play is
happening...I really hope the audience finds
that as interesting as I do.”
Performances will be at 8 p.m. Oct.
30 through Nov. 1, at Spectrum Theater’s
Black Box in Room 201. Tickets are $10 for
general admission, $5 for seniors, GRCC
staff, and other students, and $3 for GRCC
students.

To celebrate Grand Rapids Community
College’s 100th anniversary, Spectrum
Theater and the music department are
collaborating to present the musical “Open
Door”. The show is a decade to decade time
traveling adventure highlighting key events,
people, and music that shaped GRCC for the
past 100 years, along with some parody.
The script was written by Walt
Lockwood, former GRCC English professor,
and James Schafer, GRCC’s coordinator of
video broadcasting and distribution.
The cast is made up of GRCC students as
well as GRCC alumni, staff, and community
members. Madeline Jones and Todd Lewis
will play Jill and the first GRCC President
Jesse Buttrick Davis, the lead roles in the
show.
Jones, 19, was invited to play the leading role of Jill, there was never an audition.
Jones has now been in 23 productions,
and this is her first lead role in community
theater.
“They thought of me...” said Jones. “They
wanted me...they knew that I had gone to
GRCC and that I was in theater. A lot of the
cast was invited.”
All music performed by the music department is original composition. The orchestra
will be led by GRCC music professor Brian
Morris. Morris has also rallied Brandan
Grinwis, David Hay, and Debora DeWitt
who are musicians and faculty members set
to perform as well.
While the characters transition through
time travel, musical performances from the
decade will take place and there will be a
screen displaying historical events that were
happening in the world at the same time. In
addition to the musicians, live and recorded
performances will occur during these transitions, original composition and pop songs
of the decade. Jones said that she has about
nine to ten costume changes.
Decade to decade, the show’s choreography features the Charleston, tap dancing,
swing dancing, and more. Jones’ lead role
Jill does not have any choreographed parts.
“(The production) has really opened my
eyes to GRCC,” said Jones. “It’s become a
different school to me.”
The show is intended to be relatable to
typical GRCC students who aren’t sure what
they want to major in, and might not be sure
they want to attend a community college.
Jones says that she experienced this last
year, so she is able to relate to her character
pretty well.
“It’s weird thinking that I went here for
a year and decided that it wasn’t the right
school for me and then learning all of this...
history,” Jones said. “My character is...the
exact same way.”
Many actors are participating in ‘Open
Door’ to create a historic display of GRCC
and its growth as a college.
“It’s a really...appreciated experience,”
Jones said. Jones explained that she is
humbled to work alongside so many actors,
some nominated for Grand Awards, as well
as the directors Michelle Urbane, Fred
Sebulske, and Duane Davis who all came
together to put on a performance in honor
of GRCC.
Jones said the anticipation is growing as
opening night draws near.
“I really hope that (the audience sees)
that GRCC has become so much more than
people expected, so much more than people
really even know,” Jones said. “I want (the
audience) to...realize that they have this
great, thriving college right in the heart of
their hometown.”
Performances will be at 8 p.m. on Nov. 7
and 8 at Spectrum Theater, 160 Fountain St.
Ticket prices are $25 for the public, $20 for
seniors, and $15 for students. Each performance will be followed by a complimentary
dessert reception in the lobby. Visit www.
grcc.edu/100th to see a historical timeline of
the college, pictures, videos, and ways to get
involved.
Jacquelyn Zeman contributed to this
article.
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Thursday

November 20
5:00 - 7:00 pm
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Applied Technology Center

Room 124
On the corner
of Ransom &
Fountain

RSVP

at ferris.edu/grandrapids
RSVPs are appreciated but not required.

Opportunity awaits at the Ferris open
house! Let’s put your Grand Rapids
Community College credits to work for
you. Earn a Ferris bachelor’s degree right
here at GRCC. Learn how Ferris works
with GRCC to make financial aid a smooth
process, while you earn both Ferris and
GRCC credit without leaving campus.
Come speak with our staff and advisors
and we’ll explain how it’s possible!
Save time and money by earning your
Ferris bachelor’s degree at GRCC.

Ferris Statewide & Online

Ferris state University / graNd raPidS
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Drive bring pro basketball
to Grand Rapids area
By Zachary Watkins
Sports Editor

Grand Rapids’ NBA Developmental
League affiliate, the Grand Rapids Drive,
inaugural season tips off on Nov. 15, after
playing in Springfield, Massachusetts last
season. The Piston
affiliate’s
home
games will be played
at the Delta Plex in
Walker.
A big reason
that Grand Rapids
was chosen as the
new location for the
affiliate, is the city’s
sports history and
the local market.
“The fans support
Jbara
the Whitecaps, the
Griffins and even the small colleges,” Steve
Jbara, President of the Grand Rapids Drive,
said. “We also looked at the economy and
the growth in Grand Rapids.
“For there not to be a Division I team
in Grand Rapids, it’s an excellent opportunity. It’s a neat gem that the city was able
to acquire.”
The D League’s players come both from
the D League draft and from players cut
from NBA rosters. NBA teams can bring 20
guys into camp, for a 15-man roster.
“We have first right to the five guys that
don’t make the roster,” Jbara said. “The guys
who get cut from NBA teams, International
Basketball Federation guys, college players, all get it put into a pool.
“We also have an open tryout, we’ll see if
we get anyone from that.”
In it’s first home game, the Drive take
on the Los Angeles Lakers affiliate at 7 p.m.
Nov. 26.

“We’re about 300 tickets away from
being sold out a month away,” Jbara said.
“We open with LA D-Fenders, and we
already have Beat LA shirts. We have the
Nike dunk team coming too. It should be a
really, really good time.”
The Drive will have $1 beers and $1 dogs
at all Wednesday games, as well as a college
night on Fridays, in which students will be
able to purchase discounted tickets.
The team named Otis Smith, former
Orlando Magic General Manager, head
coach for the opening season, and expects
to do well immediately.
“We definitely want to win it all,” Jbara
said. “How great would it be to take it home
our inaugural season? Coach Smith is all
about winning.
“It’s also about retention and keeping
our fans. Grand Rapids is going to see a
lot of high-power NBA guys, and not just
from the Pistons. They’ll also get it from the
Cavs, Heat and other NBA teams.”

VOLLEYBALL

GRCC sweeps Kellogg Community College
By Max De Leeuw
Collegiate Staff

JOHN ROTHWELL/COLLEGIATE STAFF

The Grand Rapids Community College
volleyball team made quick work of host
Kellogg Community College, winning 3-0 on
Thursday.
The Raiders won the first set 25-11.
Although KCC was able to tack on a few
more points in the second set, the Raiders
came out on top 25-14. GRCC finished the
job in the third set with a score of 25-11.
Rosalyn Wyse led the Raiders with nine
kills. Michelle Holland and Dacey Cook
both tallied seven. Jamie Barrows added a
team-high 11 assists and Amanda Glaza led
the team with eight digs.
The team totaled 11 service aces, four of
which came from Audrey Wyse.
Thursday’s match was reminiscent of
the last time these teams went head-to-head
on Sept. 23 of this year. The Raiders won
that home match in three sets (25-13, 25-23,
25-18).
GRCC hosts Lake Michigan College at
6:30 p.m. today at the Ford Fieldhouse.

Cartoon by Zach Watkins & Teagan Burns

COURTESY PHOTO

Golfer Zach Bialik boasts
personal cheering section
By Max De Leeuw
Collegiate Staff

When sophomore Zach Bialik plays golf,
his family is never far away. Whether in
Ada, Michigan or Scottsboro, Alabama, this
member of the Raider golf team is accompanied and cheered on by a miniature crowd,
usually including his parents and both sets
of grandparents.
“They haven’t missed a match since he
started playing for us,” Head Coach Bruce
VandenBeldt said.
That family encouragement has followed
Bialik from a very early age.
“I started playing as soon as I could
walk,” Bialik said.
Around the age of 5, he was already
involved in golf competitions. After being an
all-state player in both basketball and golf
in high school, Bialik chose the golf route
and ended up at Grand Rapids Community
College as a freshman last year. During that
first year, Bialik and the rest of the golf team
made it all the way to nationals, taking ninth
place.
Although he wasn’t considering attending a community college, Bialik ended up at
GRCC after VandenBeldt got a hold of him.
“Anytime you sit down with a recruit,
they have to like you, and you have to like
them because you spend so much time with
each other,” VandenBeldt said. “With him
and myself, we just hit it off right away.
There was that instant compatibility.”
In the world of golf, Bialik looks up to

his father.
“I looked up to my dad because he taught
me the game,” Bialik said. “People always
say that they have their swing coaches and
he’s the only one that I’ve ever had a lesson
from. He just taught me the game and if I
have any problems with it, I go to him and
he tries to fix me...It was kind of a bond that
we have together that we both go out and
play.”
Bialik plans on continuing his golf
career after GRCC. Although he doesn’t
know exactly where, he wants to play for a
four-year school in the Midwest. He wants
to remain close to his family, which includes
many cousins, a brother, and a sister who
was adopted from China when Bialik was
in fifth grade.
Bialik and the rest of the golf team are
wrapping up their fall season and will be at
it again in the spring in pursuit of making it
to nationals.
“He’s one of the top players in the country, community-college wise,” sophomore
teammate Logan Sochacki said. “He doesn’t
tell a lot of people how good he is. He likes
to play it down.”
“Nobody’s gonna know what I did,” said
Bialik. “It’s all what the team did. If we do
well as a team, win tournaments, people are
excited.”
Despite the fact that a community
college wasn’t the original plan, Bialik is
pleased with his decision to attend one.
“I think this was a great choice,” Bialik
said. “I don’t regret anything.”

GOLF

GRCC tops field at two-day Taylor Invite
By Max De Leeuw

Raider sophomores Drew Pennington
and Zach Bialik tied for second place overall, shooting six-over-par. Bethel College’s
Brian Ulrich earned medalist honors at +5.
GRCC is scheduled to tee off next at 9
a.m. Oct. 19 at the Kohler Collegiate Classic
in Kohler, Wisconsin. The tournament
will take place at the Whistling Straights
Golf Course where the 2015 PGA National
Championship is also scheduled to occur.
“It’s a really, really tough test of golf,”
said VandenBeldt. “So it should be fun.”

Collegiate Staff
Despite some weather complications,
the Grand Rapids Community College
golf team took first at the two-day Taylor
University Invitational Monday and
Tuesday, beating out the rest of the fiveteam field.
The golfers were scheduled to play 36
holes on Monday and 18 on Tuesday, but
after making it through the first 18, the rest
of the Monday’s play
was cancelled due to
bad weather. The invite
resumed with the final
18 holes on Tuesday.
The Raiders shot
a 305 Monday, eight
strokes more than
Bethel College. On
Tuesday, GRCC shaved
five strokes off their
scorecard while Bethel
added 13, ending the
invite with scores of
605 and 607 respectively.
“We knew we had
to come out and play
well today and we did
it,” Head Coach Bruce
Golf team at Taylor Invitational.
VandenBeldt said.
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Exercise Science club provides hands-on experience
By Zachary Watkins
Sports Editor

The Exercise Science program has
signed a two-year articulation agreement
with Grand Valley State University, meaning that a student may attend GRCC for
two years and transfer to GVSU without
losing time or money. Assistant exercise
science professor Laura Kennett thought a
student club would help students during the
process.
“A student can go here for two years,
and transfer there for two years, and go
without losing any time or money,” Kennett
said. “It really did create a seamless path for
students. This is a pretty big deal, and in
order to help support students understand
the process and what exercise science is, I
thought a student club would be very valuable to students.
“I roped club president Courtney Tolar
in. Courtney has taken a lot of initiatives
outside of class, so I approached her about
being the president and she accepted.”
Tolar, 20 of Wyoming, is the first student
going through the articulation agreement.
“I think its great,” Tolar said. “It gives a
lot of opportunities and allows students to
save money. I think it’s a great path for me
and many students.”
The club has met on Sept. 12 and Oct.
14, and is looking to meet on a regular basis.

“On a regular basis, students would get
to know each other,” Kennett said. “We
have different topics, last meeting we did
muscle memory and foam rolling. Courtney
has taught some yoga and our next meeting
we’re going to have a registered dietician
come in and do meals on a budget. So, we’re
trying to make our meetings interactive.
“I do a little bit of advising too, that’s
why I go. We’re going to talk about scheduled events, we have some conferences we
want to go to, we want to do some service
learning, so hopefully we’re going to get
started on our winter calendar of events,
because we already have a calendar of
events for this fall.”
The club brings a lot of information and
knowledge to students going through the
Exercise Science program.
“We’re trying to bring in more professional lectures,” Tolar said. “We had a crossfit coach from a local gym come in last time
that talked about foam rolling, and I think
its a cool idea that we have someone with
great experience come in and talk to the
students.
Along with the conference we’re going
to, it’s knowledge and learning in what
they’re going into, and giving them hands on
experience, rather than just learning from a
book or in class.”
The club is able to provide a more
hands-on approach than one would receive

in the class room.
“You can’t just sit and listen to lectures
about it,” Kennett said. “You need to take
the initiative to go outside of class explore
the field and meet professionals. We’re just
creating opportunities for students to do
that. A lot of students know they need it,
but they don’t know where to go or where
to start, so we try to bring it to them.
“We’re just trying to encourage them,
create opportunities and provide general
information, but also get to know each
other too. A lot of times, students can be
really good advisors to other students
coming behind them. It gives those students
an opportunity to meet each other.
“They could be looking around at people
that are going out and becoming the same
thing that they are. It could be the first step
to networking.”
Tolar also believes that the club provides
an excellent networking opportunity.
“It gets students together to figure out
who else is in the field with them,” Tolar
said. “They can benefit by getting in contact
with the same people and helping each
other out.”
Tolar benefitted from the encouragement of professors and faculty throughout
the club-creation process.
“What I’ve gained from them is something I want to give back to other students,”
Tolar said. “Students who may have the

same questions I have, have gone through
the same thing, or students who aren’t too
keen on asking for help, but know that they
should.”
The club is hoping to attend at least one
professional conference, or provide the
opportunity to get there.
“I think sometimes physically getting
there is the hardest part,” Kennett said.
“Some professional developmental opportunities and community service as a group,
are two things I’d really like to see.
“I’d love to see our first student over at
Grand Valley. Whether it be Grand Valley,
Ferris, or Michigan State, I’m really looking forward to starting to hear from these
students from a different email address,
because they’ve transferred over and
moved on.”
The Exercise Science club’s next
meeting is at 3 p.m. Nov. 21 in the Ford
Fieldhouse.
“The health department is going
to come and we’re going to do some healthy
eating,” Kennett said. “What I’m hoping
we can do is sponsor that event. We could
extend it to the public, so the general student
body could come. We’re hoping to use
some of our funding on helping members
and helping general students.”
For more information on the Exercise
Science club bit.ly/1CC52Dd or visit
facebook.com/GrccExerciseScience

BASKETBALL

Women’s team
ready to compete

Men’s team wants
to represent GRCC

By John Rothwell

By Zachary Watkins

With the 2014-15 season quickly
approaching, the Grand Rapids Community
College women’s basketball team is preparing for what should be an exciting year in
the Michigan Community College Athletic
Association.
“Our conference is so competitive,”
third-year coach Tracy Little said. “I love
that and hate that at the same time. It’s so
competitive that everyone must bring their
‘A’ game every night.”
Returning only four players from last
season’s 10-16 team, GRCC is going to rely
on their solid play and leadership to guide
the talented incoming freshmen.
“Everybody is competing for a job and
that makes it very exciting for both the
coaching staff and for the ladies,” Little
said. “Healthy competitiveness pushes
everyone to grow.”
Changing this year to a perimeter and
guard oriented offense, fans should expect
see a whole new dimension of play when
GRCC takes to the court this season.
The team’s first home game is against
Mid-Michigan Community College at 5:30
p.m. Nov. 5 at Ford Fieldhouse.

The Grand Rapids Community College
men’s basketball team tips off its regular
season against Mid-Michigan Community
College, a team it defeated 82-75 last season,
at 7:30 p.m. Nov. 5. at the Ford Fieldhouse.
The team has high expectations coming
off a 17-10 2013-14 season.
“Our expectations are to represent
GRCC as well as possible,” GRCC coach TJ
Carnegie said.
“We do that by playing as a team, playing
hard, and conducting ourselves as student
athletes on the court, in the community,
and in the classroom. We hope to continue
the success this program has had for many
years.”
GRCC’s top returning players are:
Demarcus Stuckey, Arthur Pearson and
Cameron Burhannon and its top newcomers are: Mike Miller, Greg Fleming, Kevin
Brower and Jeffrey Drake-Todd.
The team lost its district opener to
Lansing Community College 107-90, after
previously splitting the regular season
series 1-1.
The team finished third in the MCCAA
conference, behind KVCC and Glen Oaks.
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GRCC’s Sara Karamol (21) blocks
another team mate while practicing at
the Ford Fieldhouse.
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GRCC Men’s Basketball team while
practicing in the Ford Fieldhouse.

