
John Cowles, Dean of Student Success 
and Retention at Grand Rapids Community 
College, has been with his partner, Ric 
Underhile, for more than 21 years. Cowles 
receives benefits as an employee, but unlike 
married couples, those benefits do not 
extend to his partner.

After years of discussion behind closed 
doors, the Faculty Association at GRCC is 
asking the Board of Trustees to approve the 
addition of domestic partnership benefits to 
next year’s budget.

Cowles is optimistic that change will 
come.

“It’s the right thing to do,” Cowles said. 
“It’s time. It’s 2015... I think in the end it will 
probably pass.”

At Monday’s monthly Board of Trustees 
meeting, Faculty Association President 
Frederick van Hartesveldt presented the 
proposal on behalf of the association.

“There’s nothing new about the topic,” 
van Hartesveldt said. “These benefits are 
legally possible if we have the will to do it.”

Right now more than eight faculty 
members will qualify for the benefits, if 

i m p l e m e n t e d , 
and the health-
care cost would 
increase by 
about two 
percent and the 
cost for dental 
and vision insur-
ance will stay 
the same. van 
Hartesveldt said 
that at most it 
will cost the 
school $150,000, 
but the total cost 
won’t be known 
until people start to apply for benefits.

The new beneficiary qualifications will 
run along the same lines as the 2014 MESSA 
Eligibility Document.

President Steven Ender feels that the 
benefit is long overdue.

“As the president, I want to see this 
happen,” Ender said. “It’s my expectation 
that we will have it in the budget…I think 
it’s the right thing to do.”

Following van Hartesveldt’s presenta-
tion to the board, the trustees had no ques-
tions. When the board opened up the floor 
to public comment, Keith St. Clair, political 
science professor, stepped up to comment.

“The domestic partner benefits would 
be an equalizer of some sort that both 
straights and gays could take advantage of,” 
St. Clair said. He mentioned one of GRCC’s 

President Barack Obama proposed 
expanding the nation’s education system 
to include free community college for two 
years as long as students meet some mini-
mum guidelines. 

During his State of the Union address 
last week, Obama promised to send 
Congress “a bold new plan to lower the 
cost of community college — to zero.” He 
compared it to free high school and the GI 
Bill, which allows veterans to attend college 
for free or low-cost. His reason was that, in 
the next decade, “two in three job openings 
will require some higher education.”

Obama’s plan would make two years of 
community college free to anyone willing 
to maintain a 2.5 GPA and remain enrolled 
at least half-time (6 credits minimum). 
Colleges would have to offer courses that 
students can easily to transfer to four-year 
colleges and/or train students in high-
demand skill areas. The federal government 
would pick up 75 percent of the cost, with 
the rest to be paid for by the states.

“Whoever you are, this plan is your 
chance to graduate ready for the new econ-
omy, without a load of debt,” Obama said.

The entire plan is, of course, contingent 

The cost to study culinary arts, nursing 
and dental at Grand Rapids Community 
College is expected to increase next fall, 
as college administrators say they plan to 
implement a new tiered tuition system. 

The plan, which was recommended by 
an ad-hoc budget committee appointed by 
GRCC President Steven Ender, includes a 
recommendation for tuition that, if imple-
mented, would bring in an estimated 
$850,000 of additional revenue during the 
2015-16 academic year. There are many 
other recommendations included in the 
proposed changes that would either 
increase revenue or reduce expenses. 

Lisa Freiburger, GRCC’s Vice President 
for Finance and Administration said 
students currently in the program would 
be grandfathered in, and any new students 
would have the tiered tuition applied to 
their tuition. 

“Our thought behind our recommen-
dation was we looked at the highest cost 
programs on campus,” Freiburger said. 
“We are not trying to make them balanced, 
we are not trying to make revenue in line 
with expense exactly…because we know 
there are program needs. We want to have 
programs thrive…we are targeting to look 

at those highest cost programs and make 
them a bit more in line with the others.”  

The culinary and dental programs 
would be increasing from $106 per credit 
hour, which is what every GRCC student 
currently pays for each credit, regardless of 
the class, to $140 per credit hour. The nurs-
ing program would be increasing to $178 
per credit hour.

Kara Faasen, 21, of Grand Rapids has 

been a culinary student at GRCC for the 
past year. Faasen believes that tiered tuition 
is a good idea, given the opportunities the 
program offers.

“I think it’s great they’re raising the 
tuition just for the program’s sake,” Faasen 
said. “The school provides so much for 
students, very costly supplies for a minimal 
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In an effort to reduce college wide 
spending, Grand Rapids Community 
College administrators are moving forward 
with plans to implement between $2 million 
and $5 million worth of cuts in budgets and 
programs.

In order to save costs, administrators 
have decided to increase guest parking 
rates, implement a tiered tuition for several 
programs and eliminate some administra-
tive, staff and faculty positions.

Acting on recommendations made by an 
ad-hoc budget committee, GRCC President 
Steven Ender has decided to cut expenses 
in order to make up for an ongoing financial 
deficit, which has been primarily triggered 
by dropping enrollment numbers.

“We certainly need to find revenue,” 
Ender said. “We are looking to cut between 
2 and 5 million dollars as our target because 
of enrollment numbers.”

Enrollment has been down at GRCC 
from forecasted amounts for the past 
several semesters. In the fall of 2014, 
GRCC tuition rates went up 2.9 percent and 
college administrators announced buyouts 
and early retirement incentives.

Provost Laurie Chesley and Vice 
President of Finance and Administration 
Lisa Freiburger served as co-chairs of the 
ad-hoc budget committee. The committee 
began meeting during the summer of 2014 
to figure out a way to make up for the finan-
cial deficit.

“Clearly we have been faced, as all 
community colleges in Michigan, with 
some economic challenges, primarily from 
enrollment,” Freiburger said. “The largest 
upbringing of our revenue (comes) from 
tuition and fees. When enrollment declines, 
so does that revenue, presenting financial 
challenges.”

The budget reduction plans call for the 
elimination of several faculty, staff and 
administrative positions including the elim-
ination of dean, counseling and disability 
support positions.

Freiburger said administrators are 
implementing many of the committee’s 
recommendations that will allow the 
college to cut costs.

“There are some difficult adjustments, 
some difficult cuts,” Freiburger said. “There 
is no other way to say it. So none of this is 
easy work. Ideally we would not be in this 
situation…we would rather be out ahead of 
it than be forced to make adjustments in the 
middle of a student’s academic year.”

“I believe that we are being proactive,” 
Freiburger said. “We will continue to have 
some hard decisions to make. We will need 
to look at continuing to reprioritize the 
resources we have.”

The committee considered closing 
GRCC’s pool and eliminating the athletic 
program, but neither recommendation was 
accepted at this time.

“The athletic program serves as a strong 
retention tool,” Ender said, noting that 
GRCC’s athletics programs also attract 
students.

Millions in budget cuts to fix GRCC’s financial defecit

By Jacquelyn Zeman
Chief Web Editor

John Cowles



Former Grand Rapids Police Detective 
Unit Commander, Jeffery Hertel, has been 
hired as lieutenant of the Grand Rapids 
Community College campus police depart-
ment.

Hertel, who started work at GRCC Jan. 
12, fills a void left by  Lt. Scott Merlo, who 
is now the Campus Police Chief at Western 
Michigan University. 

Hertel went to GRCC in the early 1980s 
and received a bachelor’s degree in crimi-
nal justice from Ferris State University. He 
earned a master’s degree in public adminis-
tration from Grand Valley State University. 

“A family friend worked for the Kent 
County Sheriff’s Department and listen-
ing to him describe his job was one of the 
factors that developed my interest in law 
enforcement,” Hertel said.

Hertel worked for the Department of 

Public Safety in Farmington, for a couple 
years, then moved to the Bloomfield 
Township Police Department where he 
worked for a five years before returning to 
West Michigan and joining the Grand Rapids 
Police Department. 

He rose up the ranks to command the 
Detective Unit, and also taught classes 
at his alma maters FSU and GVSU for the 
criminal justice programs.

Campus Police Chief Rebecca Whitman 
said Hertel brings a “wide range of experi-
ence including road patrol, investigations, 
and administration at both supervisory and 
command levels” to GRCC.

“I believe Lt. Hertel will be a great asset 
to the GRCC Police Department and our 
community as a whole,” Whitman said.

Hertel said the energy of the students, 
was a motivating factor for his return to 
GRCC.

“I am thrilled to return to GRCC where 
my college studies started,” Hertel said.
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Property Damage 
Accident
On Jan. 8 a vehicle slid on the ice and hit 
the brick wall that runs on the west side 
of Winchester Place. The subject who 
drove spoke with an officer on Jan. 13.

Car Fire
On Jan. 13 a red car in the Sneden 
student parking lot caught fire. Dispatch 
sent an officer to the  scene. Smoke ema-
nated from the hood of the car, and the 
officer used a fire extinguisher to put 
out the flames. GRFD arrived in the lot 
and took over the situation. The officer 
ran the license plate and contacted the 
owner of the vehicle. The owner pur-
chased the vehicle two days prior and 
said the car had not seemed dysfunction-
al. The cause of the fire is unknown.

Medical
Outside Mable Engle Hall on DeVos 
Campus on Jan. 12 a Grand Rapids Com-
munity College employee slipped on the 
ice and landed on her back. The victim 
informed the arriving officer that neither 
her head nor her back hurt. The officer 
advised the Facilities Department to salt 
the sidewalk. The victim did not seek 
medical assistance.

Medical
A victim of a fall, that occurred on Jan. 
7, informed dispatch on Jan. 12. She had 
been walking past the Ford Fieldhouse 
and slipped on the ice and bruised her 
tailbone. She was wearing rubber soled 
shoes. Later that same day, she contacted 
her physician because of back spasms.

Larceny
On Jan. 14 an officer on patrol walked 
past the GRCC Bookstore inside the 
Student Center and was informed of a 
possible theft. In an interview with a 
witness, the officer learned that a student 
had walked into the bookstore without a 
hat and exited with a GRCC Baseball cap. 

The officer reviewed surveillance video 
and saw the suspect putting the hat on 
and walking out of the store. The suspect 
had paid for other items with his Raid-
erCard before the theft. The officer gave 
the name and description of the suspect 
to all officers via radio. Upon sight, the 
suspect was confronted and brought to 
the GRCC Police Department. He was 
charged with third degree retail fraud 
and brought to Kent County Correctional 
Facility.

Trespass
On Jan. 5 an officer was dispatched to the 
Lyon Street Parking Ramp in response to 
an elevator stuck between the first and 
second levels. Upon arrival, the officer 
pushed the button to call down the eleva-
tor, and it opened. The subject inside 
the elevator was not injured and said the 
elevator had stopped working once it 
had begun to rise. Elevator service was 
contacted and fixed the issue.

Medical

In the Ford Fieldhouse on Jan. 8 a GRCC 
employee was walking on the first floor, 
when he turned and felt a pop in his right 
knee. An officer arrived on scene and 
was informed that the victim could not 
straighten his knee without severe pain. 
A GRCC trainer advised that he may have 
hurt his meniscus. The victim said he 
would go to a medical center for treat-
ment.

GRCC

GRCC Police Department hires new lieutenant 

Hertel donned his new GRCC campus 
police uniform Monday as he was 
sworn in during the board of trustees 
meeting.
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Benefits

on whether or not Republican lawmakers, 
who control both houses of Congress after 
last year’s elections, will sign off on the plan.

One possible sticking point for the GOP 
is that the White House has not explained 
precisely how the federal and state govern-
ments would cover the approximately $60 
billion over 10 years. Also unclear is what 
impact a likely increase in enrollment 
would mean for the nation’s more than 
1,000 community colleges including Grand 
Rapids Community College. 

GRCC students supported Obama’s 
proposal, including 19-year-old Devin Vickel 
of Byron Center.

“I could pursue what I wanted to pursue 
in my life while getting the education that 
I needed to support that,” Vickel said. 
“It would be easier to do that if I was not 
(worrying about tuition).”

GRCC administrators also seemed to 
welcome the opportunities that would 
come with the possible new policy regard-
less of the stress of increased enrollment.

GRCC President Steven Ender is aware 
of students’ difficulties when trying to pay 
for education. 

“The concept of students not having to 
pay for their first two years of college is 
certainly very attractive to me because I 
know most of our students need some kind 
of funding to support them,” Ender said. “I 
also know that many students have to start 
and stop (their education) again and it takes 
them a long time to finish.”

Laurie Chesley, GRCC’s new provost, 
was delighted to hear about the policy 
but seemed unsure whether it would pass 
through Capitol Hill.

“I hope that it is one in a series of revo-
lutionary ideas about higher education,” 
Chesley said. “If our Congress can pass this 
legislation, (if) they can really make this 
happen, it will be historic.”

If the plan is enacted, Chesley believes 
it will only add to our campus environment.

“I like to think that it would bring even 
more diversity of experience and even more 
diversity of thought to the campus,” Chesley 
said. “I absolutely think it would increase 
our numbers and therefore would increase 
the variety of ideas and experience that 
come to this campus and participate in the 
dialogues that we have in the classroom.”

Obama will work in the coming months 
to promote his plan, focusing on lowering 
student debt.

“I want to spread that idea all across 
America, so that two years of college 
becomes as free and universal in America 
as high school is today,” Obama said. “And 
I want to work with this Congress, to make 
sure Americans already burdened with 
student loans can reduce their monthly 
payments, so that student debt doesn’t 
derail anyone’s dreams.”

Jacquelyn Zeman contributed to this 
article.

Continued from page 1

Free Collegeprice. For the students they might feel 
shafted but with higher tuition it might also 
mean new opportunities for those students. 
Also the culinary program provides plenty 
of scholarship opportunities if a student is 
struggling financially.”

GRCC culinary program director, Dan 
Gendler, has been a faculty member at 
the college since 2004 and says he does 
not think raising the prices of the culinary 
program will affect the enrollment in the 
program, given that price will still be signifi-
cantly more affordable than other culinary 
programs.

“There is a fine balance between offer-
ing a value in college education and being 
fiscally responsible,” Gendler said. “Its no 
secret that there are programs that are very 
expensive at any college…we are in the top 
20 culinary colleges in the nation. Our peers 
are charging $60,000 to $80,000 sometimes 
for the same degree.

The nursing program at GRCC will have 
the most significant change in overall tuition 
price, as the proposed increase would raise 
it $72 per credit hour. 

Desiree Jackson, 25 of Grand Rapids 
said she did not think it would be a good 
idea to raise the price of the program, given 
how many additional fees the students in 
the program must pay.

“I feel that a lot of people will seek 
education elsewhere if they up the tuition 
because a reason that a lot of people do 
come to (GR)CC is the cost is not as high as 
other colleges can be,” Jackson said. “A lot 
of students will probably say ‘the heck with 
college.’ They probably won’t even fulfill 
their degree because they can’t afford it.”

Michelle Richter, director of the nursing 
department at GRCC said students will have 
additional expenses throughout their time 
in the program. 

“I believe that a significant change with-
out thoughtful consideration to those in 
the program and on our list will have an 
impact,” Richter said. “Consideration needs 

to be taken into account to enable students 
to adequately plan and budget for any type 
of tuition hike, but especially one that 
would be an increase significantly above the 
current costs.”

Amy Ryke, 21, of Grand Rapids has 
been in the dental program at GRCC since 
this past fall and isn’t sure about the tiered 
system.

 “I know our materials are more expen-
sive,” Ryke said. “There is a lot more 
involved with expenses and our clinic…I 
am not sure if it is fair.”

Mike Campo, a professor from the 
GRCC dental program for the past 22 years 
said that he feels students in the program 
will understand the reason behind the 
tuition increase. 

“With the tuition increase that seems to 
be coming, I feel bad that our students are 
going to be hurt by that, and they are going 
to have to end up paying more,” Campo 
said. “On the other hand, I realize, and I 
think they realize that when they do gradu-
ate they will end up in a fairly high paying 
job and at the end of the day, it will have 
been worth it.”

Ender said that he does think there 
needs to be a difference in cost between 
these programs and regular classes at 
GRCC. 

“I will clearly be advocating with the 
board to pass tuition rates that would be 
a differential rate for those three high cost 
programs,” Ender said. “That is something 
I think we need to do. I think we have to 
realize that some programs are much more 
expensive than others.” 

Although the ad-hoc budget committee 
has proposed the idea of tiered tuition, and 
Ender has approved it, the plan cannot be 
implemented until the board of trustees 
approves it.

The proposal will go before the board 
of trustees at 4:15 p.m. during the March 16 
meeting in the board chambers room on the 
fifth floor of the Main Building. 

Continued from page 1

Tuition

statements that says “we don’t discriminate 
along the sublines of sexual orientation.”

“But the fact is, we do,” he said.
Cowles said that he is not afraid to be 

the voice for gay faculty and administration 
at the college, but he knows he’s not the 
only one.

“At this point in my life, I’m quite happy 
to speak up for what’s right, no matter what 
that issue is,” said Cowles, who was recently 
interviewed by MLive.com. “And I did that 
with the full knowledge and collaboration 
with the institution as well.”

Emily Nisley, Associate Professor and 
Counselor and GRCC, has been with her 
partner, Jessica, for over five years.

“To offer domestic partner benefits 

would communicate to me that the college 
was valuing me in the same way they are 
valuing my co-workers,” Nisley said. “I 
appreciate that it is being seriously consid-
ered and I am hopeful that it will happen.”

Grand Valley State University adopted 
a similar domestic partnership benefits 
program in 2008.

 “Check your consciences,” van 
Hartesveldt said as a final word to the 
board. “You don’t need anyone’s permis-
sion. It’s something we can do now.”



Fluctuating enrollment and the college’s 
planned response was the focus of Grand 
Rapids Community College President 
Steven Ender’s State of the College address 
that he delivered at Student Alliance’s first 
meeting of the winter semester.

During the 
Jan. 22 address, 
Ender emphasized 
a commitment by 
the administration 
to not scrounge 
donations from 
alumni and spon-
sors, but to make 
budget reductions 
and said certain 
programs lost more 
money than took in 
and highlighted the 
dental, culinary, and nursing programs as 
problem areas. 

Under a new tiered tuition program 
proposed for next fall, Ender said the 
Dental and Culinary program rates will 
increase from $106 to $140 per credit hour, 
and nursing program classes will increase 
to $178. These tuition increases are not for 
general-education courses, but for special-
ized program classes.

In an email sent by Lisa Freiburger, Vice 
President for Finance and Administration, 
she said, “A nursing student would pay the 
higher rate for a nursing course, but would 
pay the standard, lower rate for an English 
course.”

Students already committed to 
programs will be “grandfathered in,” and 

not be subject to the new rates. 
“All numbers are preliminary at this 

point,” Freiburger said. “Tuition will be 
presented to the Board for approval in 
March.”

Ender also touched on summer 
construction plans. The music building 
will be renovated, and all GRCC buildings 
will have fire sprinklers installed. The only 
buildings that currently have fire sprin-
klers are the Calkins Science Center and a 
section of the Applied Technology Center. 
Furthermore, a new preschool and kinder-
garten lab facility are a part of the planned 
construction. 

The meeting ended with Gamma Theta 
Upsilon and Christian Fellowship asking 
for funds. GTU was granted approximately 
$2,400 for a trip to California, where they 
will attend the 2015 Geographical Society 
Conference. The CF was granted $2,000 
for a trip to New York City, where they will 
serve the local community.
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Former dean of the School of Arts and 
Sciences Laurie Chesley is settling into her 
new position as provost at Grand Rapids 
Community College.

Chesley follows Gilda Gely as provost. 
Gely left GRCC during the winter 2014 
semester to become 
the provost at 
Aquinas College.

As a Grand 
Rapids native, 
Chesley’s education 
credits include a 
bachelor’s degree in 
English and French 
from Alma College, 
and a masters and 
doctorate degree 
in English from the 
University of Notre 
Dame.

“I have been going to school all my 
life…I loved my education, I loved learning, 
going to class…and the experience of being 
in school, particularly higher education,” 
Chesley said. “I could not imagine where 
else I would be…I did not leave teaching 
because I didn’t like it, I left it because as 
odd as it sounds, I liked this kind of (admin-
istrative) work better.”

Following her education, she taught and 
worked as an administrator for Montgomery 
County Community College, Ferris State 
University, Northwestern Michigan 
College, Grand Valley State University, 
Alma College and Davenport University. 
Chesley described her time spent working 
in rural Philadelphia at Montgomery County 
Community College as reminding her that 
her roots were in the Midwest.

“Until I went somewhere really differ-
ent and notable further away, I found that 
I did not want to be there,” Chesley said. “I 
wanted to go back (to Grand Rapids).”

Chesley had been taking on more and 
more responsibility in administration, and 
when an associate dean position opened at 
GRCC, she applied for the position. From 
that position she moved on to become the 
dean of arts and sciences. Chesley has now 
been at GRCC for 10 years.

Chesley was one of three finalists 
selected for the provost position this fall, 
and was GRCC’s only internal candidate. 
The provost serves as the executive vice 
president for academic and student affairs, 
and reports directly to the president.

“The provost has ultimate oversight 
of the division of academic and student 
affairs,” Chesley said. “In that large divi-
sion of academics and student affairs, you 
have a number of small units…the provost 
is responsible for the core enterprise of 
the institution, which is offering students 
courses, classes, credentials, and degrees, 
and making sure they have the support that 
they (need) in place.”

Chesley said her long-term goals include 
helping students find their academic path 
early on in their time at GRCC. In order to 
do this, she would like to have all students 
see a regular academic adviser.

“To work with my colleagues to improve 
the personal connections we make with 
students throughout their time here,” 
Chesley said. “One key way of doing that is 
strengthening our advising…I would like to 
see us do more to reach out to students. I 
think higher ed is very confusing…We are 
a complex world…I would like to help us 
as a college to make the experience more 
friendly. It has to be in making clear path-
ways for students to their goals.”

By Jacquelyn Zeman
Chief Web Editor

Chesley

Ender

Laurie Chesley begins semester 
at GRCC in new role as provost

Student works featured in latest issue of Display magazine

Ender issues State of the 
College to Student Alliance

The current issue of Display magazine 
is now available. The issue marks the 50th 
anniversary of the publication and is the 
art and English departments’ celebration of 
the 100-year anniversary of Grand Rapids 
Community College.

The visual arts and writing publica-
tion comes out every semester and is made 
up entirely of GRCC student work. Works 
include short fiction, essays, poetry and one 
act plays in writing, and drawing, jewelry, 
painting, pottery and photography in the 
visual arts.

Charles Boswell, 31, an art major at 
GRCC, was chosen as one of the art section 
judges and enjoyed having the privilege of 
selecting the work of his peers for publica-
tion.

“It was nice looking at everybody’s work 
out in the halls and through all the different 
departments, especially the pottery and the 
sculpture,” Boswell said. “The hard part … 
(was) having to choose between different 
works based on certain qualities of comple-
tion and composition and color and all the 
different elements.”

Boswell and Nicole Wiersma, the other 
judge, did not have too many disagreements 
on what made the final cut.

“We collaborated 
well,” Boswell said. 
“We really had a good 
dialogue regard-
ing all the different 
pieces and all the 
different merits. We 
didn’t really argue at 
all … We have simi-
lar styles and tastes. 
So I think we kind of 
worked well together 
in that respect.”

Lizbeth Lopez, 
20, an art student at 
GRCC has two paint-
ings in the new issue 
and one of them 
made the back cover.

“It’s obviously 
an honor because 
you don’t even know 
if you’ll be able to 
make it in the maga-
zine itself,” Lopez 
said. “I’m happy that 
the school gives 
artists and writers 
the opportunity to be 
published, so to have 
an artwork chosen as 
a cover or back cover, 
that represents two 
departments, feels 
like a great accom-
plishment.”

Lopez says she is equally proud of both 
pieces, but had no expectations to get in the 
magazine, much less to make the cover.

“It was my first time painting with the 
medium and its inability to blend made it 
somewhat more difficult, but I’m glad I could 
use it to my advantage,” Lopez said. “I didn’t 
submit anything directly, but I was aware of 
the fact that there was a deadline to be met 
for the magazine. Once I turned it in, it got 
(in) the display case (on the fourth floor of 
the main building), so I knew it would be 
eligible.”

GRCC English professor and Display 

faculty adviser, Maryann Lesert, is proud of 
the work of the student editors and excited 
to announce a special issue in honor of the 
100-year anniversary at GRCC.

“At the beginning of April we’re actually 
going to be putting out an issue that is a 100 
issue celebration of Display,” Lesert said. “Its 
going to kind of be like the best of art and 
writing, at least exemplary work.”

This issue will be different, not only 
because of the fact that works from the past 
50 years will be featured, but also because 
former faculty advisers have been enlisted 
go through the over 100 past issues.

“Walter Lockwood was a display adviser 
for many, many years,” Lesert said. “He 
selected what he considered the best of 
from the years he was an adviser. Also David 
Cope, who was the Display adviser prior to 
me (has been working on the 100-year issue). 
Other staff members in the English depart-
ment have read and selected work as well.”

The deadline for submissions in the 
winter issue is March 13 and the 100-year 
issue is expected to be out in early April. 
Students interested in submitting work can 
go to grcc.edu/English/displaymagazine for 
more information.

By Sean P. Mulhall
Editor-in-Chief

COURTESY GRCC VISUAL ART DEPARTMENT

By Warren Sink
Collegiate Staff

Lizbeth Lopez holding her painting which is featured on the back cover of the fall 2014 Display 
magazine.

JONATHAN D. LOPEZ/PHOTO EDITOR



Thirteen African American individuals 
are set to be awarded at the 33rd annual 
Giants Awards ceremony next month.

The awards have always been partnered 
with Grand Rapids Community College, 
beginning with those who founded the 
event, Dr. Patricia Pulliam and Cedric Ward.

From education to justice, 13 African 
American community leaders and trail-
blazers from all fields are awarded in the 
ceremony, in the name of those who first 
inspired the awards.

There are no GRCC affiliated award 
recipients, but there have been in the past.

The event began 
in the old G Building 
at GRCC, then 
moved over to the 
Ford Fieldhouse and 
for the past couple 
years has been held 
at Devos Place. Over 
700 people attended 
last year’s Giants 
Awards ceremony.

A portion of 
the proceeds of the 
event will go to the 
recipients of Milo M. 
Brown Scholarship. 
At least two African 
American GRCC 
students who meet 
the criteria will be 
awarded scholar-
ships worth $1,000 
each.

Chris Arnold, 

Director of the Diversity Learning Center at 
GRCC, is excited to continue as the chair 
of the awards committee and seeing the 
Giants Awards progress over the years.

“It’s not just about the work that they 
do, it’s about meeting the characteristics of 
what a ‘giant’ is, going above and beyond, 
and really providing service and leadership 
to the West Michigan community,” Arnold 
said. “It’s always an honor to be able to 
recognize the giants for their contributions.”

The application and the awards descrip-
tions can be found on…

The Giants Awards & Banquet will be 
held at 7:15 p.m., Feb. 7, at Devos Place 
and tickets can be purchased through the 
Diversity Learning Center on campus.
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Grand Rapids Community College 
recently lost a member of it's English 
department. Roland Gani, 80, died on 
December 21, 2014. 

“He's been missed by many,” said 
English department head Janice Balyeat. 
“The students who have had him in his 
Multi-cultural literature class, his composi-
tion students, his colleagues in the English 
department, the maintenance man who 
spoke of their daily conversations. Roland 
loved teaching, especially literature. We 
miss him.”

Since first coming to GRCC as an adjunct 
professor in 1988, Gani taught a number 
of literature and composition courses. He 
began teaching with a temporary contract 
in 1992 and switched to a full time position 
in 1994. 

“I was very fond of Professor Gani,” said 
GRCC Provost Laurie Chesley. “I would 
describe Professor Gani as a gentleman and 
a scholar. He loved his work, he loved his 
subject, and he loved his students. And I 
don’t think he would have ever retired from 
GRCC. That is how much he loved coming 

here everyday. He will be greatly missed. He 
was a fine man." 

GRCC President Steven Ender also gave 
his thoughts on Gani. “Roland befriended 
me early in my tenure here...He was a very 
wonderful gentleman who loved the class-
room. He loved to teach...he was a very nice 
gentleman.”

Gani is survived by his wife Carol, and 
his children Paul, Mary, and Peter. 

This semester, Gani's classes are being 
filled by adjunct faculty. 

By Max De Leeuw
Collegiate Staff

By Kayla Tucker
A&E/Features Editor

GRCC remembers Roland Gani

Title IX requirements increase: GRCC makes adjustments

A video still from “Egypt: Keith St. Clair 
and Roland Gani” on YouTube.v

COURTESY GRCCTV

2014 Giants Awards scholar Jalen Bibb (center) with GRCC 
Board of Trustees Member Ellen James (right) and Faye 
Weatherall-Davis (left).

JACQUELYN ZEMAN/FILE PHOTO

Grand Rapids Community College’s 
Student Code of Conduct Office is currently 
taking baby steps towards completely 
fulfilling its Title IX requirements. 

Title IX was created is to prevent gender 
discrimination of any kind in education. 
GRCC technically meets these goals, but 
only at a minimum.

Sara Dorer, Director of Student Life 
and Conduct, said that both of her depart-
ments have a goal of protecting women, the 
LGBTQ community and all people involved 
in misconduct and gender discrimination.

“This is really about everybody,” Dorer 
said. “It’s about people knowing what’s right 
and what’s not and knowing where those 
boundaries are.”

While universities like Grand Valley 
State University and Michigan State 
University have a whole department 
devoted to Student Conduct, Dorer holds all 
responsibility for the department at GRCC, 
and then some. 

“We are making progress to do what we 
need to do and get there,” Dorer said, refer-
ring to the department’s “good faith effort” 
on meeting the basic requirements.

The college has recently shifted respon-
sibilities in the department to meet the 
most recent Title IX requirements, which 
includes training students and staff to deal 
with sexual assault related situations. Dorer 
said that the policy document expanded 
from seven pages to 36.

Ashleigh Begres, graduate student at 
GVSU, was hired as Dorer’s assistant to get 
basic training and experience for the field 

she is going into. Begres currently is over-
seeing GRCC’s Campus Activities Board, 
works with the food 
pantry, and the Go 
See GR! program. 

Evan Macklin, 
previously adviser 
of CAB, will now 
advise Student 
Alliance in place of 
Dorer and has taken 
on some additional 
responsibilities that 
give him the ability 
to fill in for Dorer 
in some circum-
stances. 

The department is also planning on 
hiring a Americans with Disabilities Act and 
Title IX Coordinator, which will be a new 

position at the college.
“Our goal is to minimize barriers to 

education based on gender discrimination,” 
Dorer said. “We really need to work on our 
culture of students understanding what’s 
okay and what’s not.”

More than 90 colleges and universities 
are being investigated for not meeting Title 
IX requirements and GVSU is on that list.

Dorer encourages students to report 
cases and try to handle a situation before 
it gets worse.

“We want people to feel safe sitting 
down with us and talking about it,” Dorer 
said, who is also hopeful for continuous 
improvement at the college. 

“I would say we’re in a pretty good place,” 
Dorer said. “We can always improve.”

GRAND RAPIDS
GRCC

GRCC

Giants Awards to recognize West Michigan leaders
Bill Pink named 
vice president and 
dean for workforce 
development

By Kayla Tucker
A&E/Features Editor

Dorer

After speaking at the Martin Luther 
King Jr. Day march and ceremony at 
Grand Rapids Community College, Jaedah 
Pickens, president of the GRCC Black 
Student Union, emailed a letter of resigna-
tion from her leadership position.

“She just said she had a lot going on and 
she just needed to step away,” Andre Davis 
said, adviser of the BSU at Grand Rapids 
Community College. “Of course, it was 
disappointing.”

Davis said that Mary Kennedy, BSU vice 
president, will step in to replace Pickens as 
interim president for the rest of the semes-
ter. Kennedy has been involved in the BSU 
for three years now, making her the longest 
standing member. Davis said that Kennedy 
jumped right in and volunteered to take 
over for the rest of the semester. 

“I never thought that I would be the 
president,” Kennedy said. “Unfortunately it 
occurred like this...There’s no hard feelings. 
We still love Jaedah.”

Pickens said that she is very busy with 

five classes this 
semester, and 
that’s the best way 
to put it. She said 
she hasn’t thought 
yet if she will still 
be a member of 
the BSU, but she 
wants to try and 
be involved when 
she can. Pickens 
does not have 
plans to be presi-
dent again as she 
will be transfer-
ring to Grand 
Valley State 
University next 
semester.

“I hope that they really pull off every-
thing that we had worked on prior to me 
leaving,” Pickens said. “I really hope that 
they get to express their ideas fully and that 
they get to captivate the hearts of many 
people with their message that they’re 
trying to put across.”

STUDENT LIFE

Black Student Union president resigns suddenly
By Kayla Tucker
A&E/Features Editor

Former BSU 
president Jaedah 
Pickens

On March 23 Grand Rapids Community 
College will be welcoming the first offi-
cial vice president and dean for workforce 
development. Bill Pink, vice president 
for academic affairs at Oklahoma State 
University will be stepping into the role. 

Pink will be serving in a new leader-
ship role that was created during the search 
for the new provost, a position that is now 
occupied by Laurie 
Chesley.

“He has respon-
sibility for all the 
credit and non 
credit, customized 
training, job train-
ing programs…all 
the people of those 
programs will report 
to Dr. Pink,” GRCC 
President Steven 
Ender said.

Pink said he 
believes the position he is taking on is neces-
sary for helping with Michigan’s workforce.

“I see this position as being a very fun, 
yet important role to the business industry 
sectors of West Michigan,” Pink said. “In 
making sure that as a higher education insti-
tution that we are doing our job to provide…
relevant training and relevant academic 
programs.”

He said it is about doing what is best for 
the Grand Rapids community and looking 
into the future.

“We not only need to be focused on what 
those workforce needs are,” Pink said. “But 
that means we need to be focused on our 

students, and make sure that those students 
are prepared.”

Pink said the original position he applied 
for, the provost, was brought to his attention 
by some friends of his in Oklahoma City.

“I was very impressed with what I saw in 
terms of what the college has already accom-
plished in the last 100 years…a lot of that 
raised my curiosity,” Pink said.

Pink said his first plan once he starts his 
work at GRCC is to learn as much as he can 
about the workforce development program.

“Job one is making sure I can learn as 
much as I can, and not only about GRCC, but 
also about Grand Rapids and West Michigan, 
in terms of workforce needs,” Pink said. 
“Making sure I am as fully informed about 
our academic programs in the school of 
workforce development….I think it is highly 
important to spend time with faculty, and 
learning more about those programs…
you also spend time with students to see 
what(the) student voice is saying.”

Pink earned his associate’s degree from 
York College in Nebraska, a bachelor’s 
degree from Oklahoma Christian University, 
a master’s degree from University of Central 
Oklahoma and doctorate from the University 
of Oklahoma. 

Pink said he has taught at least one class 
each academic school year, even while being 
on administration. He plans to continue to do 
this even as he transitions to a new position 
at GRCC.

“I started my career as a faculty 
member…teaching to me is of high impor-
tance,” Pink said. “We as administrators can 
do all we want to in terms of how we lead, 
but if we do not have a good grasp on what 
its like in the classroom, we are shooting at a 
target that we are not familiar enough with.”

Pink also plans to implement a program 
that he tested in Oklahoma, a program in 
which the institution would bring students 
to campus in late elementary school and 
early middle school to inspire them to attend 
college later in life.

Pink

By Jacquelyn Zeman
Chief Web Editor



An associate’s degree is the new high 
school diploma. It’s common knowledge 
that to get a good job these days a candi-
date must have a college degree.

If this is true, why does enroll-
ment keep dropping at Grand Rapids 
Community College?

Tuition was raised 2.9 percent this 
past fall and the proposed budget for 
next year contains a hike in the culi-
nary, dental and nursing programs. This 
“tiered tuition” is explained as a way 
to bring in more revenue, for the more 
expensive classes, while remaining 
considerably cheaper than most options.

Administrators, tasked with creat-
ing the budget, project what they think 
the enrollment numbers will be each 
semester and somehow those numbers 
continue to be lower than expected. 
There are plenty of reasons behind the 
low numbers, chief among them is the 
improving economy.

The average age of a student at 
GRCC is 24.7, according to the GRCC 
2014 Enrollment Report. This means 
that there are many non-traditional 
students roaming the halls and taking a 
semester, or multiple semesters, off here 
and there, either because they found a 
good paying job, waited too long to sign 
up and the class they wanted was full or 
cancelled due to low enrollment, or they 
didn’t have the time or money. The list 
goes on and on.

This isn’t only bad for GRCC, but the 
whole country.

There could be a solution. President 
Obama’s “free college” proposal would 
offer anyone, willing to follow certain 
guidelines, two years of free community 
college. This would essentially extend 
the K-12 public school system an extra 
two years.

Let’s put aside the fact that the bill 
is going to have a rough time getting 
through a republican controlled 
congress and imagine what that would 
mean to the United States.

According to a 2013 report from 
The Program for International Student 
Assessment, the U.S. is outside the 
top 20 countries in reading, math and 
science, among 15-year-olds, with math 
being the main problem area. The U.S. 
is considered “average” in reading and 
science. There are no similar reports on 
college students, but one can guess how 
this learning trend will continue.

Obama’s proposal would give 
students an extra two years to continue 
their studies, free of charge.

The fact that it is free could be the 
most important part. A lot of students 
who attend community college are 
strapped for cash to begin with and 
might use financial troubles as an excuse 
to drop out.

And what about student loans? It’s 
terrifying to think about the kind of 
debt that a recent college graduate can 
end up with. Community college is less 
expensive than universities, but still not 
cheap by any stretch of the imagination 
and if someone wants to pursue a bache-
lor’s degree after achieving their associ-
ates, their debt will go up exponentially.

This plan will not make student loans 
go away, but if students don’t have to 
worry about the first half of their educa-
tion, the burden can be greatly reduced.

What we need to do now is call for 
government leaders to put aside their 
differences and imagine how much 
greater this country could be if more 
people had a chance to receive higher 
education without having to pay back 
the equivalent of a mortgage.
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Can free community college 
proposal make a difference?
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Kenesha Banks, 29, Grand Rapids
“It would be great for families that 
can’t afford to send a child to a uni-
versity. It will be great for the genera-
tion coming up. It would help, I hate to 
say this but, minorities.”

Laura Petree, 20, Grand Rapids
”I think it’s a great idea. Free communi-
ty college? I mean, come on now. Any 
kid would go for that. Will it pass? With 
the republican party, I don’t know. It 
might.”

Jeremy Watson, 24, Big Rapids
“I went to the military to pay for col-
lege. Some people might not have 
those kind of options. With (free com-
munity college) more people will have 
an opportunity for education.”

Demarkus Stuckey, 19, Grand 
Rapids

“I hope it happens. It will probably moti-
vate a lot of people to go to school.”

Alan Jackson, 21, Grand Rapids
“It might take away some of the 
value of college ... More kids will be 
going to college just to go and not 
caring as much or dropping out. I paid 
out of pocket and it’s built a lot of 
character.”

Christina McDowell, 24, Grandville
“I think it’s a good push to get kids in 
the door, but the iffy part is you have 
to pass the classes the first time. Some 
students might not understand it or 
have anxiety and waste it.”

What do you think about President Obama’s free 
community college plan?S
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Compiled by Sean P. Mulhall - Editor-in-Chief



Wild is based on the life story of Cheryl 
Strayed, portrayed by Reese Witherspoon, 
who, following the death of her mother and 
a failed marriage, hiked 1,100 miles on the 
Pacific Crest Trail alone with no experience 
whatsoever. Her destructive behavior leads 
her to the Pacific Crest Trail and she makes 
a promise, saying, “I’m going to walk myself 
back to the woman my mother raised.” The 
movie flashes back and forth from her jour-
ney on the trail to past experiences that 
led her to where she was and who she had 
become.

Wild takes the audience on a journey of 
self-discovery. It seems that everyone who 
watches this film can find a piece of them-
selves within Strayed’s flawed but charm-
ingly real personality.

Her mistakes bring her to her decision 
to hike the Pacific Crest Trail, and while her 
journey on the trail reveals the audience 
more about her character, it’s the flash-
backs that really make her story come alive.

In these flashbacks the audience is intro-
duced to Strayed’s mom Bobbi, portrayed 
by Laura Dern. It’s here that we find out 
how important Cheryl’s mother was to her, 
and how drastically her mother’s death 
affected her life. While on her hike, many 

different things cause Cheryl to think about 
her mother and the struggles she faced to 
try to make her and her brother’s lives as 
good as they could be while she was strug-
gling.

The film is directed by Jean-Marc Valée, 
who is best known for directing “Dallas 
Buyers Club.” Valée takes a visual approach, 
telling the story not only through flash-
backs, but with gorgeous scenery, depicting 
both the harshness and the beauty of the 
Pacific Crest Trail.

I think “Wild” resonates particularly 
well with college students who may relate 
to Witherspoon’s character. While Strayed’s 
biggest obstacles in the story involve getting 
over her mother’s death, drug abuse, and 
infidelity, which everyone may not relate to, 
many of us can recognize the same feelings 
of seeming lost in the world. It’s refreshing 
to see the character’s journey of redemp-
tion and reclamation.

Witherspoon earned an Oscar nomina-
tion for Best Female Lead, and rightfully so. 
She embodies the spirit of a lost soul, and 
her raw emotion is powerful and inspiring.
Dern is also nominated for Best Supporting 
Actress.

I would not be surprised if Reese 
Witherspoon takes home the Oscar, as I 
think this performance outdoes her Oscar-
winning “Walk the Line” portrayal of June 
Carter. I highly recommend this movie, and 
give it a nine out of ten.
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Nominations for the 87th Academy 
Awards Ceremony were announced last 
week, with many predictable picks and 
surprising snubs.

“Birdman” and “The Grand Budapest 
Hotel” are both frontrunners in many cate-
gories, racking up nine nominations each.

Clint Eastwood’s “American Sniper” 
earned six nominations and has been a hot 
topic lately. The movie earned $105 million 
during its opening weekend, making it the 
highest-grossing January movie release in 
history.

Eddie Redmayne is nominated for Best 
Actor for his portrayal of Stephen Hawking 
in “The Theory 
of Everything.” 
Redmayne won 
the Golden Globe 
for Best Actor in 
a Drama and the 
Screen Actors Guild 
Award for Best 
Actor in a Motion 
picture. The Screen 
Actors Guild awards 
are often predictors 
of Oscar winners, so 
Redmayne looks like 
the top contender in the category.

Patricia Arquette (“Selma”) is up for 
Best Supporting Actress, and also took 
home awards at the Golden Globes and 
SAG Awards in the supporting actress cate-
gories.

The buzz around the Oscar for Best 
Picture has been around “Boyhood.” The 

underdog of its cate-
gory is a story of a 
young boy growing 
up with divorced 
parents. The movie 
was shot over a 
12-year period, from 
2002 to 2013, making 
it extremely unique. 
The film won the 
Golden Globe for 
Best Drama Motion 
Picture, and direc-
tor Richard Linklater 
took home the trophy for Best Director. 
There has been buzz of him taking home the 
Oscar for Best Director this year.

The award for Best Actress is one of the 
closer races this year, with three veterans in 
the category.

Reese Witherspoon (“Wild”) won the 
award in 2006 (“Walk the Line”), Marion 
Cotillard (“Two Days, One Night”) won in 
2008 for her perfor-
mance in “La Vie en 
Rose,” and though 
she was never won, 
Julianne Moore 
(“Still Alice”) has 
been nominated for 
Best Actress two 
times: in 2003 in “Far 
from Heaven,” and in 
2000 for her perfor-
mance in “The End 
of the Affair.”

N o t e w o r t h y 
snubs include Ava DuVernay (Best 
Director, “Selma”), David Oyelowo (Best 
Actor, “Selma”), “The LEGO Movie” 

(Best Animated Picture), 
Jennifer Aniston (Best 
Actress, “Cake”), and Clint 
Eastwood (Best Director, 
“American Sniper”).

This year, not a single 
actor or actress of color 
was nominated for an 
Oscar, which hasn’t 
happened since 1998. Ava 
DuVernay would have been 
the first black woman nomi-
nated for best director, 
and the Academy has been 
highly criticized for its lack 
of diversity.

The 87th Academy 
Awards will take place at 
7 p.m. on February 22. The 
ceremony will be aired on 
ABC, and will be hosted by 
Neil Patrick Harris.

87TH ACADEMY AWARDS NOMINATIONS ANNOUNCED

Source: Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences Graphic: TNS

2015 nominations
The 87th annual Academy Awards 
will be presented Feb. 22. Nominees 
in major categories:

BEST ACTOR

BEST PICTURE

BEST ANIMATED 
FEATURE

BEST SUPPORTING 
ACTOR

BEST SUPPORTING 
ACTRESS

BEST FOREIGN 
LANGUAGE FILM

BEST ACTRESS BEST DIRECTOR

BEST 
DOCUMENTARY

J.K. Simmons 
“Whiplash”
Edward Norton
“Birdman”
Ethan Hawke
“Boyhood”
Mark Ruffalo
“Foxcatcher”
Robert Duvall
“The Judge”

Patricia Arquette
“Boyhood ”
Emma Stone
“Birdman”
Keira Knightley
“The Imitation Game”
Meryl Streep
“Into the Woods”
Laura Dern
“Wild”

“Birdman”
“Boyhood”
“Selma”
“The Theory of 
Everything”
“The Imitation Game”
“The Grand Budapest 
Hotel”
“American Sniper”
“Whiplash”

Alejandro Gonzalez 
Inarritu
“Birdman”
Richard Linklater 
“Boyhood”
Wes Anderson
“The Grand Budapest 
Hotel”
Morten Tyldum
“The Imitation Game”
Bennett Miller
“Foxcatcher”

Steve Carell
“Foxcatcher”
Bradley Cooper
“American Sniper”
Benedict Cumberbatch
“The Imitation Game”
Michael Keaton
“Birdman”
Eddie Redmayne
“The Theory of 
Everything”

Marion Cotillard
“Two Days, One Night”
Felicity Jones
“The Theory of 
Everything”
Julianne Moore
“Still Alice”
Rosamund Pike
“Gone Girl”
Reese Witherspoon
“Wild”

“Big Hero 6”
“How to Train Your 
Dragon 2”
“The Boxtrolls”
“The Tale of the 
Princess Kaguya”
“Song of the Sea”

“Leviathan” Russia
“Tangerines” Estonia
“Timbuktu” 
Mauritania
“Wild Tales” 
Argentina
“Ida” Poland

“Citizenfour”
“Last Days in 
Vietnam”
“Virunga”
“The Salt of the 
Earth”
“Finding Vivian 
Maier”

Arquette

By Suzy Stocking
Collegiate Staff

Redmayne

Witherspoon

FILM

Oyelowo as King 
in “Selma”

“American Sniper” “Birdman” “The Grand Budapest Hotel” “Whiplash”

ALL PHOTOS/GRAPHICS COURTESY TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

Cheryl Strayed, portrayed by Reese Witherspoon, resting at her campsite 
alongside her hiking pack nicknamed Monster for its unbearable weight.
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MOVIE REVIEW

By Suzy Stocking
Collegiate Staff

‘Wild’ movie inspires with Oscar-nominated lead
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Who knew the perfect vacation included 
sibling rivalry, cougars, family dysfunction 
and wonderful moments of self-discovery. 
In Emma Straub’s “The Vacationers” (304 
pages, $20.75), that’s exactly what readers 
will discover in a witty, and heartwarming 
story as a family seeks their way to change, 
hoping for a wholesome outcome. 

In “The Vacationers”, the Posts take 
their first family 
vacation in years in 
honor of Franny and 
Jim’s 35th wedding 
anniversary as well 
as their daugh-
ter’s graduation. It 
should be a great 
vacation or so we 
think anyways. The 
vacation includes 
their son’s cougar 
girlfriend, who 
Franny despises, and their daughter Sylvia 
seeking someone to take her virginity. All 
while their dear friend Charles and his 
husband attempt to keep peace in the home.

Straub brings readers a story that’s 
simply relatable to everyone. Through 
wisdom and wit, sometimes we need a 
disaster of a family vacation to finally come 
together, and learn more about the people 
around us and ourselves along the way. The 
journey is far from perfect, as Franny and 
Jim try to work on finding the love they 
once had for each other 35 years ago, Sylvia 
becomes her own woman, and Bobby, their 
oldest son, looks to expand identity beyond 
that of a juiced up athlete. 

When I first began reading this book, I 
was uninterested in the way the story was 
presented, but I pushed through (as should 
you), and I’m truly glad I did. Despite Straub 
writing in a third-person narrative, I enjoyed 
the way the story switched views, allowing 
me to understand what was going on with 
all characters in the novel. 

Though this was a Post family vacation, 
there were more people involved such as 
Charles and his husband, and Straub did 
this couple justice by giving them a happy 
ending. It was a great way to reward these 
characters for sticking by this family, and 
keeping the peace through the novel.  I 
loved every character, with the exception of 
Carmen, Bobby’s the wicked, heartbreaking 
cougar girlfriend, and the way their stories 
ended was great considering the start 
of their journeys on the first page. “The 
Vacationers” is a good read for sure, though 
it’s not on my must read list. 

By Brittany Miller
Collegiate Staff

A relatable drama bringing everyday, 
closeted struggles to light, “Water By The 
Spoonful” may just tug at your own secrets 
in one way or another. In the play writ-
ten by Quiara Alegria Hudes, the personal 
struggles, some not obvious to the outside 
world or to themselves, of six people are 
displayed in two parallel storylines that 
occasionally overlap. 

Each character has their own flaws 
along with hope for a stronger future. 

Elliot Ortiz, war veteran and pill popping 
addict, suffers with PTSD and a distant 
mother recovering from crack-cocaine. He 
is warmed by the company of his cousin 
Yazmin Ortiz, or Yaz, who struggles with her 
lovelife. 

“You really get to see who they are 
and how they grow together,” said Nubia 
Gomez, who plays Yaz, referring to the rela-
tionship between Elliot and Yazmin.

An online chat room of recover-
ing crack addicts that go by their user-
names, Haikumom or Odessa, Orangutan, 
Chutes&Ladders, and Fountainhead, make 
up the second running plot line. 

While the chat room serves to repre-
sent the recovering addicts’ lives of “two 
worlds within (their) own”, Gomez also 
said that it creates beautiful friendships and 
defeats the negative stereotypes of online 

relationships. 
Gomez said that her part is emotionally 

draining in the ways that she personally 
relates to some of the main themes in the 
production. 

“Obviously it’s hard, but in other ways 
it’s refreshing,” Gomez said. “Even if you 

haven’t had something specific like that 
(happen to you), you can definitely recog-
nize and connect to the pain.”

“Water By The Spoonful” will be show-
ing at 8 p.m., Jan. 29-31 and Feb. 5-7. Tickets 
can be purchased at actorstheatregrandrap-
ids.org.

By Kayla Tucker
A&E/Features Editor
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Actors’ Theatre drama highlights the struggles of everyday people

A college student’s guide to winter activities in Grand Rapids

‘Vacationers’ for the 
strong willed reader 

The Collins Art Gallery will showcase photography students’ work until February 6.

JONATHAN D. LOPEZ/PHOTO EDITOR

This year marks the eighth year of Grand 
Rapids Community College’s Paul Collins 
Gallery. This semester starts with a student 
photo exhibition of 37 students’ work on 
display.

Since 2007, it has been curator and 
photography professor Filippo Tagliati’s 
goal and  personal duty  to showcase art 
and photo work that brings diversity and 
high quality to the GRCC community. These 
exhibitions are held to showcase talent as 
well as inspire fellow students.

“Yes this year the artists are GRCC photo 
students that were enrolled into a photog-
raphy program in 2014,” said Professor 
Filippo Tagliati.

The exhibit will be open through  Feb. 
6  with open hours from  10 a.m.–7 p.m. 
Monday-Thursday and 12 p.m.–3 p.m. on 
Fridays. The gallery is located fourth floor 
of the  Main Building  and    open to the 
general public.

Not all of the artists  who  are display-
ing their work are pursuing an art degree 
but they all share the commonality of 

displaying a piece of themselves to influ-
ence and inspire their peers.

“When I was given a sneak peak I was 
floored, never before has my work been 
prominently displayed in a gallery, let alone 
work of such a personal nature,” said Paul 
Kemtper, one of the artists  featured  in 
the gallery. “I hope that those who cannot 
personally relate to my artwork walk away 
with a new understanding of self-image, and 
how anybody can become a victim to the 
dangers of distorted self-perception.”

Kempter’s two photos can be seen on 
the left wall when walking into the gallery, 
exerting a very power message reading, 
“Love yourself first.”

Though all artists  were aware of their 
submission to be in the gallery, not all were 
aware that their photos were selected to be 
displayed.

“Despite the fact that I’m finding out 
now, I am excited and flattered that some 
of my photos will be displayed and publicly 
seen by my peers,” Zoe Wilson said. “If 
nothing else, I want viewers to leave with 
thought provoking curiosity delivered from 
the impression of one photograph.”

By Corea Parks
Collegiate Staff

More than 30 students inspire peers in photo exhibit
ART

Characters Yazmin and Elliot Ortiz share a dynamic and growing relationship that 
leads the story and other sub stories. 

KAYLA TUCKER/A&E EDITOR

While December’s snowfall was less than 
expected, January has already accumulated 
22.7 inches of snow. Due to lake-effect snow, 
West Michigan tends to receive more snow 
accumulation than other parts of the state. 
There are many winter activities keeping 
people entertained, consequently the price 
can be quite extreme. 

Rosa Parks Circle 
In the summer, Rosa Parks Circle hosts 

many concerts and events. However, Rosa 
Parks Circle is transformed into a wonder-
ful ice rink during the winter. Because Rosa 
Parks Circle is located near wonderful archi-
tecture and beautiful sights, one can admire 
a piece of Grand Rapids history whilst skat-
ing. Open skate takes place on Monday: 
noon-5:45 p.m. and Tuesday through Sunday: 
noon-9:45 p.m. For more information, visit 
grcity.us and search Rosa Parks Circle Ice 
Skating.

Blandford Nature Center
During winter, Blandford Nature Center 

is transformed into a beautiful, snowy 

wonderland. Blandford offers breathtaking 
trails where people can cross-country ski or 
hike, and the visitor’s center offers skis for 
rent. Visit blandfordnaturecenter.org to learn 
more, as well as view rental prices.

White Pine Trail
Michigan has an abundance of snow-

mobile trails throughout the entire state, 
and Fred Meijer White Pine Trail State Park 
boasts one of the best. The park is open to 
anyone when there is more than four inches 
of snow on the ground and, at 92 miles long, 
certainly offers the beauty that so many 
Michiganders under appreciate. The trail 
passes farms, forests and an array of water-
ways. Visit whitepinetrail.com for more 
information.

Pando Park
Pando Park is a winter sports park 

located in Rockford. Visitors can participate 
in a variety of activities, such as skiing, snow-
boarding or tubing. The Pando Park website 
ensures the park will “continue to grow” and 
“add new features” in the future. Pando Park 
is open Monday through Friday: 5-10 p.m., 
Saturday: 10 a.m.-10p.m. and Sunday: 10 
a.m.-8 p.m. Visit pandopark.com for weekly 

specials, holiday hours and more. 

Use the RaiderCard
There are many alternatives to these 

outdoor activities that can be accessed using 
a GRCC RaiderCard. Many indoor venues, 
such as the Grand Rapids Art Museum and 
the Grand Rapids Public Museum, offer free 
general admission to students who present 
a RaiderCard. For more information about 
the area participants and their websites, visit 
grcc.edu and search “Get out there and see 
GR.”

People gather to skate at Rosa Parks 
Circle off of Monroe Center.

KAYLA TUCKER/A&E EDITOR

By Daniel Arnold
Collegiate Staff
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Sybrina Fulton, mother of Trayvon 
Martin speaks: ‘My heart is torn’

MLK remembered in 
downtown march

Three years after her son’s death, 
Sybrina Fulton told close to 2,000 students 
and community members about the worst 
day of her life.

Fulton’s son, Trayvon Martin, was shot 
and killed by neighborhood watch captain 
George Zimmerman in Sanford, Florida 
while walking home from a convenience 
store. Martin’s death led to social justice 
riots and protests across the country, and 
caused many people to raise concerns of 
racism and preferential treatment being a 
part of the American justice system.

The worst day, though, was not when 
Fulton got the phone call that her son had 
been shot and killed. It was seeing him 
“laid out in a casket in all white as if he 
was an angel.”

“Don’t get comfortable with burying 
our children,” Fulton said. “I want to make 
sure that we are not taking this lightly.”

Fulton spoke Jan. 19 at the Ford 
Fieldhouse at Grand Rapids Community 
College in honor of Martin Luther King 
Jr. Day, during the 29th annual “Inherit 
the Dream” MLK Celebration, hosted by 
GRCC, Grand Valley State University, and 
Davenport University.

“Don’t look at my appearance now and 
say that ‘she’s doing good’,” Fulton said. 
“My heart is torn and my heart will always 
be torn.”

First reflecting on her children, Fulton 
then questioned the audience about their 
children.

“Never in my wildest dreams would I 
have imagined that I would be able to lose 
a child and stand before you today,” Fulton 
said. “It’s every parent’s worst nightmare. I 
find the strength in my sons because I want 
to make sure that my son Jahvaris has a 
better life.”

Fulton reiterated to the audience her 
belief that Martin was shot and killed by no 
fault of his own in the confrontation with 
Zimmerman.

“It’s a bitter time in this country that 
our children...are not free to walk down 
the street,” Fulton said. “To listen to music, 
to wear a hoodie, to do things that every 
United States citizen should be afforded 
the opportunity to do...It’s not always 
about what our children are doing, a lot 
of the times it’s about how other people 
perceive our children.”

When asked how she found the cour-
age to speak about Trayvon’s death so 
frequently, Fulton said that she finds 
strength in her two sons, “one in heaven 
and one on Earth”.

Fulton left the audience with words of 

encouragement and a call to action.
“Violence does not benefit anyone,” 

Fulton said, holding back tears while 
receiving an applause from the audience. 
“We have to stop continuing to be silent 
about what you do not like. You have to 
speak up...We have a broke down justice 
system that supports people who shoot 
and kill our children and get away with it...
Make sure that your children have dreams.”

Before Fulton’s speech, the celebration 
also recognized Bodie Bickford, a sixth 
grader at the Grand Rapids Center for 
Economicology, who won the MLK Essay 
contest.

Administrators from GVSU and 
Davenport teamed up with GRCC to pres-
ent six students with Dream Scholarship 
Awards.

The MLK Adult Choir also sang a few 
gospel pieces throughout the night.

“It was real good just knowing that we 
can minister to (Sybrina Fulton) and give 
her some uplifting songs,” said Rajamon 
Watkins, 18, member of the MLK Adult 
Choir. “She’s really going to bless the 
nation...and I just can’t wait to see it.”

GRCC Philosophy major Antonio 
Taylor, 24, presented Sybrina Fulton and 
the audience with a spoken word poem 
that he wrote during the Trayvon Martin 
trials in 2012.

“It gave me the chills just seeing her 
reaction,” Taylor said. “I was just blessed 
with the opportunity to even speak to her...
She may say she’s average but to me she’s 
definitely a queen.”

Fulton said that she was met with 
a warm response from the crowd and 
she was appreciative of that. The crowd 
reacted positively to Fulton’s speech.

“I think that if MLK was alive today that 
there would not be as much racial tension 
in America when it comes to racism,” 
said Jeremy Barnes, 23, of Grand Rapids. 
“I think he would push ourselves and the 
black community more towards non-
violence.”

Jarvis Bean, 60, of Grand Rapids, 
related to Fulton’s loss.

“I am concerned about losing a child 
every night,” she said. “Every time I hear 
about a shooting even though my kids have 
been protected or sheltered, I still get that 
feeling.”

For Doretha Grier, 64, of Grand Rapids, 
Fulton’s address highlighted a sad reality.

“I feel that Dr. King would be disap-
pointed,” she said. “For all the work that he 
established and worked toward for today. 
Being where we are, I do not see it as prog-
ress. I think he would see that we have not 
taken his messages, and that we have not 
moved forward.”

By Kayla Tucker
A&E/Features Editor

JONATHAN D. LOPEZ/PHOTO EDITOR

Sybrina Fulton delivered an emotional keynote speech to around 2,000 people in 
the GRCC Ford Fieldhouse.

MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. DAY CELEBRATED AT GRCC

Although the temperature was near 
freezing Jan. 19, hundreds of people includ-
ing Grand Rapids Community College 
faculty, staff and students marched through 
downtown Grand Rapids in honor of Martin 
Luther King Jr.

Although the activities were planned 
as a celebration of the life of King, recent 
events and racial tensions around the nation 
provided a reason for several more somber 
moments throughout the day.

A ceremony that included two choral 
performances, a choreographed dance and 
an essay winning sixth grader followed the 
mostly silent march through the streets of 
downtown Grand Rapids. The group started 
on the corner of Lyon Street and Bostwick 
Avenue, made their way to Monroe Avenue, 
up Monroe Center and Division Avenue, 
before turning on Fountain Street and 
cutting across the Bostwick Commons to 
the Ford Fieldhouse.

Antonio Taylor, a member of Alpha Beta 
Omega, expressed his thoughts on the rele-
vance of the symbolism behind the march.

“I was actually waiting on a moment 
like this,” Taylor said. “I’m always looking 
for things to do in the community … march-
ing or something that can represent us in 
a whole different light. Something that’s 
symbolic, something that actually means 
something. So if it means we just have to 
walk in a circle to prove a point or relay a 
message, I’m all for it.”

After the group had a chance to warm up 
with hot cocoa, Bert Bleke, GRCC Board of 
Trustee’s Chairman, welcomed and thanked 
the group for participating. After excus-
ing an under-the-weather president Steven 
Ender, Bleke shared a few thoughts about 
the meaning of Martin Luther King Day and 
the legacy of such an enigmatic figure.

“Why are we here?” Bleke asked. “I don’t 

think … (Of the) millions and millions and 
millions of Americans, in the history of this 
country, any have left their mark and have 
made such an incredible impact on our 
society as Dr. King … It’s more than appro-
priate that we as a society take some time 
to honor his memory but also, through Dr. 
King, honor all those individuals that have 
worked very hard to try and make this a 
better place … We have a lot of work to do 
yet as a society. A lot of things have been 
happening the last several months that I 
think beckon all of us to pay attention to 
what is going on and to make sure we all 
contribute to a society that is open and fair 
to everybody.”

Bleke then introduced the mistress of 
ceremonies, Jaedah Pickens, GRCC Black 
Student Union president. Pickens had the 
task of introducing the groups, speakers and 
performers including the Northview Varsity 
Voices, a choir group from Northview High 
School, who sang the national anthem and 
Deavondre Jordan, a choreographer and 
GRCC graduate.

After a question and answer segment 
led by Spectrum Theatre Manager Michelle 
Urbane, Rodney Martin of Warner Norcross 
& Judd presented the first prize award of 
the law firm’s 10th annual Martin Luther 
King Jr. essay contest. Martin invited Bodie 
Bickford, a sixth grader at the Center for 
Economicology, to read his winning essay, 
in to the crowd. Bodie’s inspiring essay was 
centered on everyday heroes and received a 
standing ovation.

The ceremony concluded with Pickens’ 
call to action asking those in attendance to 
follow in King’s memory of non-violence, 
before introducing Steven Barton and his 
concert choir, who sang a beautiful rendi-
tion of “Lift Every Voice.”

“Due to recent unrest in this country, I 
hope we can all honor Dr. King by following 
in his footsteps of non-violence,” Pickens 
said.

By Sean P. Mulhall
Editor-in-Chief

A&QHow do you think MLK would 
react to the racial tensions 
today? Do you think he would be 
happy with the progress we have 
made or do you think he would 
be disappointed with the tension 
that is currently going on today?

What part of Sybrina’s speech resonated with you tonight?

Jeremy Barnes, 23, Grand Rapids

Doretha Grier, 64, Grand Rapids

Jarvis Bean, 60, Grand Rapids

“I think that if MLK was alive today that there would not be as much 
racial tension in America when it comes to racism.  I think he would 
push ourselves and the black community more towards non-vio-
lence.”

“I feel that Dr. King would be disappointed.  For all the work that he 
established and work toward for today.  Being where we are, I do 
not see it as progress.  I think he would see that we have not taken 
his messages, and that we have not moved forward.”

Barnes: “I think the motivation for pushing our youth, as in my son, to 
push him for his dream and his goals, and also to the fact that she 
mentioned to always be a part of one organization.”

 “At this moment I think he would probably be a little disappointed.  He 
had a dream that one day we would be equal and that the color of 
our skin wouldn’t make a difference.  I think MLK was a man of God, 
and God had no discretion on who he loves, so I think he would be 
pleased.”

Bean: “Yes, I think that as a parent myself that even though my chil-
dren range from 42 down to 30 I feel that something still might hap-
pen to them in the streets.  So I am concerned about losing a child 
every night.  Every time I hear about a shooting even though my kids 
have been protected or sheltered, I still get that feeling.”

Compiled by Corey Tucker
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Volunteering can open new doors to 
connections, people, and places, revealing 
possibilities of hope for a bright future. 

Stacey Murphy, a volunteer for 
LaughFest 2015, and recent Grand Rapids 
Community College graduate, is committed 
to giving back to her community. Murphy, 
who’s majoring in Nonprofit Administration 
at Grand Valley State University next fall, 
has used volunteering to gain expe-
rience for her future. 

“Volunteering with 
LaughFest helped me 
live my passion of helping 
those in need and contrib-
uting to my community,” 
Murphy said. 

Last year, while attending 
GRCC, Murphy had an over-
whelming desire to give back 
to the community. She sought 
out the service learning depart-
ment at the college to find a 
list of places that could use her helping 
hands.

“I felt engaged in my city,” Murphy said. 
“The best thing about it was that everyone 
(was) happy and excited.”

Laughfest begins with a “volunteer 
launch,” when volunteers get together 
before LaughFest, with snacks and refresh-
ments available, to play games and discuss 
the upcoming events.

Murphy explained that this event “is fun 
in itself.” 

All year round Gilda’s Club opens their 
doors to people in the community affected 
by cancer. Murphy feels strongly about this 
since her uncle passed away from cancer. 
At 12 years old, she saw firsthand the pain 
and suffering that cancer inflicted on her 
cousins. She sees the tremendous hope 
and relief Gilda’s Club brings to those in 
emotional turmoil. 

“Volunteering with Laughfest helped me 
live my passion of helping those in need and 
contributing to my community,” Murphy 
said. “In my mind, it is easy to feel sad and 
despairing at the trouble in the world. It can 
feel overwhelming. But when you go and do 
something like volunteer at LaughFest or 
anything similar, you are shown that there 
is so much good in the world, and that we’re 
not sitting idly by letting it all happen. We 
can actively engage and make a difference. 

Volunteering fills me with hope 
and inspiration.”

Students can look into 
LaughFest Central, at the new 
Grand Rapids Art Museum 
GoSite.  LaughFest Central is 
where tickets and merchan-
dise can be purchased. There 
are retail positions open, 
but not for long.  All volun-
teers must sign up by Feb 
7. More information can 
be found online at laugh-

festgr.org 
Applicants must be willing to attend 

a volunteer orientation, one or two group 
meetings, and a volunteer meeting. Retail 
training is required the following week. 

Applicants must be willing to attend a 
volunteer orientation, one or two group 
meetings, and a volunteer meeting. Retail 
training is required the following week.  
This takes a total of about ten hours.
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Two Beards Deli is located in the heart 
of downtown Grand Rapids. The deli, which 
opened in November of 2012, is located on 
Commerce Street and is the third of its kind 
by owner Scott Schultz.

Rei Robinson, the general manager, 
met Schultz nine years ago while living 
above him as a tenant. He began working at 
Cherry Street Deli, Schultz’s first business. 
When it came time to open a new branch, 
Schultz approached Robinson and asked 
him to take on the role of general manager. 

Two Beards stands out from other delis 
of its kind not only because of its large and 
varied menu, which includes a larger selec-
tion of vegetarian and vegan sandwiches, 
but also because all the menu items are 
named after beard styles or famous people 
with beards. One such sandwich is the 
Two Tone, named after an Irish-Mexican 
acquaintance of Schultz who had a beard 
that naturally grew black on one side and 
red on the other. The name fits because of 
the black bean and falafel cakes that come 
on the sandwich. 

The original concept for the deli was 
similar to that of the other restaurants 
with menu items being named after streets. 
While meeting with lawyers Schultz and a 
business partner, who both had beards at 
the time, were referred to by lawyers as 
“the beards.” Schultz liked the nickname 
and decided to build on that concept and 
decided to use it for his new deli. Schultz, 
who has 25 years of experience as a chef, 
built the menu himself. He wanted a menu 
that satisfies all kinds of diets. 

The deli caters 
to a wide variety 
of customers with 
many coming from 
the surrounding 
n e i g h b o r h o o d . 
Lunch is an espe-
cially busy time 
with many commu-
nity members 
coming by for a 
quick lunch. 

“We try to look 
for people who 
are adaptable 
and energetic,” 
Robinson said on 
the values he looks 
for in potential 
staff members. “We 
have a small staff 
here but they’re all 
really good people. 
We’re all friends. 
I consider myself 
the luckiest store 
manager downtown 
because we don’t 
have anyone here 
who is just looking 
to get a paycheck. 
Everyone here 
cares about this 
place, they’re 
really invested in it. 
They’re invested in the people that come in, 
they’re invested in each other.” 

The deli is not only a place for good food 
but a place for art as well. With artists and 
art lovers on staff, Two Beards takes an 

artistic approach to business. Since open-
ing, they have hosted artists every ArtPrize. 
Their current focus, artistically, is to have a 
small exhibit against one of their walls for 
local artists to display their works.

The full menu can be found at 
twobeardsgr.com. 

As the winter semester is underway, 
Grand Rapids Community College students 
have been dealing with freezing tempera-
tures and adverse driving conditions while 
commuting to and from campus. With the 
chaos that the cold season often brings, noth-
ing can be better than having a local coffee 
shop to buzz by and warm up.

Right here in the neighborhood, the Lyon 
Street Café is now open to all coffee loving 
students. Founded by Kameel Chamelly and 
daughter Alexandria Chamelly, the café is 
located on the corner of Lyon and Union, just 
blocks away from the GRCC campus. 

“We decided to add what the midtown 
area was missing, and that was a good coffee 
shop,” said Alexandria Chamelly, who over-
sees day-to-day operations at the café. “It 
was just what it needed to really make the 
area come together...It was important that 
we created a friendly and personal place for 

everyone.” 
Being in the midst 

of a college and a 
local high school, 
Chamelly said she’s 
excited about the 
amount of students 
drawn in.

“It’s really nice 
that we are able to 
provide students 
from all around with 
a spot to grab a coffee 
and get work done,” 
Chamelly said. “Our 
location is within 
walking distance for 
many, and there is a 
lot attached for park-
ing which is conve-
nient.” 

Local coffee 
brewery Madcap is 
also a part of what 

inspired the Chamelly’s to take on one of 
their own.

“All of our coffee beans come from 
Madcap as well the style of how we make our 
coffee,” Chamelly said.

With a unique menu crafted for winter-
time favorites, pour over coffee, cappucci-
nos, macchiatos, lattes, and a variety of teas 
are featured. Specialty pastries are freshly 
made from Nantucket Baking Company next 
door including cupcakes, scones, muffins, 
croissants, and much more. Gluten free and 
vegan options are also available. 

In only a three-minute drive or eight-
minute walk from campus, students can enjoy 
a hot cup of coffee and a selection of desserts 
while cracking open the books. The cozy and 
vibrant atmosphere of the Lyon Street Café 
is just what some people need to get through 
the season. The café lights are on from 7 a.m. 
to 10 p.m. seven days a week. While stopping 
in, check out the nearby wine and deli store 
Martha’s Vineyard, and Nantucket Baking 
Company also owned by the Chamelly family.

FOOD GRAND RAPIDS

By Kalah Amash
Collegiate Staff

Pastries from Nantucket Baking Company and Madcap 
coffee are freshly served at Lyon Street Café.

KALAH AMASH/COLLEGIATE STAFF

Midtown coffee 
shop now open

Last call to students for 
LaughFest volunteers 

The dining room of Two Beards Deli and Catering at the corner of Commerce Ave. and Weston St .

JOHN ROTHWELL/LEAD PHOTOGRAPHER

FOOD

Two Beards Deli: An artistic staff that cares
By Ama Ntow
Collegiate Staff

Open positions include: 
·  Retail Lead
·  Merchandise Lead
·  Merchandise Assistant
There are also volunteer incentive- 
raffle prizes to be given away; however 
more importantly, the proceeds from 
LaughFest events go to Gilda’s Club 
Grand Rapids.

bit.ly/laughfest-volunteer15

By Jennifer Lugo
Collegiate Staff



With 2015 ringing in an abundance of 
new year’s resolutions, primarily getting 
back to the gym and being on the road to 
good health, the best person to consult may 
be Professor Laura Kennett, exercise and 
wellness coach and educator.

Kennett’s own experiences are what first 
inspired her to take on a wellness degree.

 “When I was four my dad suffered a 
massive heart attack,” Kennett explains. She 
was very close with her father, and raised 
in a family of thirteen children. Doctors 
ordered Laura’s father to remain sedentary 
for an extended period of time. 

“My dad said forget that,” Kennett said. 
Her dad began walking for exercise and his 
health steadily improved. Physical activity 
significantly helped her father’s issues and 
put him back on track, and at that moment 

Laura’s passion for exercise science was 
kindled.

Kennett earned her bachelor’s degree in 
Sports Medicine, as well as master’s degree 
in Kinesiology and exercise physiology 
from Central Michigan and Michigan State 
University. Kennett is a highly competitive 
individual and her favorite outlets are beach 
volleyball, running, biking, and weight train-
ing. Laura encourages students to get out 
and get fresh air at some point in their day, 
even if it’s for 10 minutes.

“People think exercisers do it because of 
vanity,” Kennett said. 

Kennett says that exercise offers satisfac-
tion that goes beyond looking in the mirror 
and feeling fulfilled, it reduces stress and 
even primes the brain for learning.

Over the years, Kennett has had many 
experiences with clients, students, and even 
trained professionals. 

“I was able to have an exponential effect 

on them,” Kennett said, who has built rela-
tionships and impacted many lives with her 
extensive knowledge in exercise and health.

Kennett oversees GRCC’s exercise 
science club. The club has opportunities 
such as foam roller workshops, and healthy 
eating and cooking demonstrations. The 
exercise science club also provides the 
opportunity to connect with other students 
going into the same field.

As a firm believer in education, Kennett 
views it as a tool for quality of life. Outside of 
GRCC, her blog, laurakennett.com, is up to 
date with info regarding hot topics, current 
research, and is largely inspired by questions 
from students. Involved with many organiza-
tions, Kennett recommends Gazelle sports 
for their event calendar, and Breton Village 
Lulu Lemon who offers free clinics as well.

Check out the GRCC Exercise Science 
Club at sites.google.com/site/grccexercis-
escienceclub/home.
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When most students are spending their 
extra time playing video games, watching 
movies or playing a sport, Cody Hansen, 
the acting student chapter president of 
the U.S. Green Building Council Student 
Organization at Grand Rapids Community 
College (USGBC), is learning and teaching 
others how to better the world.

USGBC is a local chapter of a national 
organization embracing the ideas of sustain-
ability, eco-friendly and “green” incorporat-
ing them into building design and construc-
tion.

 “As a student group, our purpose is to 
educate other students on green building 
practices,” Hansen said. “We do our best to 
provide resources and trips to green build-
ings in order to teach students.”

Hansen exudes excitement for the 
opportunities that the USGBC has to offer 
him and his fellow classmates. 

“Right now, we have an opportunity for 
students to attend LEED Green Associate 
training, a class over the course of three 
months ending April ninth,” Hansen. “Ten 
students should end up with the LEED 
Green Associate credential, which is the 
first step in becoming a LEED certified 
professional.”

LEED, pronounced like lead, is the 
acronym for Leadership in Energy and 
Environmental Design. LEED “is a third 
party certification program and the nation-
ally accepted benchmark for the design, 
construction and operation of high perfor-
mance green buildings in both commercial 
and residential fields,” according to GRCC’s 
website.

In the 21st Century, LEED is an impor-
tant certification. LEED for Homes projects 
must meet ENERGY STAR for Homes, which 
can cut energy bills by 20 percent, saving 
between $200 to $400 annually, adding up 
to potentially thousands of dollars saved 
over the seven or eight years that the typical 
homeowner lives in a home. Some home-
owners see savings of up to 60 percent, and 
energy efficiency in apartments could save 
$3.4 billion.” According to usgbc.org

Hansen said that there are nine seats 
still available for the LEED Green Associate 
training program and the cost for students 
is $30. He also explained that students 
should sign up soon because the seats will 
fill up fast.

According to The Rapid Growth at 
rapidgrowthmedia.com, Grand Rapids in 
fact has the most LEED-certified buildings 
per capita. Given that, the USGBC group is 
looking to give students pursuing careers in 
construction and design a competitive edge 

in the job market 
by offering LEED 
certification oppor-
tunities.

Some past 
events included 
tours of local LEED 
buildings such as 
the Grand Rapids 
Art Museum, which 
is certified LEED 
Gold.

H o w e v e r , 
USGBC doesn’t 
just take advantage 
of all the learning 
opportunities here 
in Grand Rapids, 
they also travel 
to other cities. 
Hansen said the 
organization’s trip 
to the Greenbuild 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Conference and Expo in Philadelphia was 
one of the most memorable.

“(The expo) introduced a lot of students 
to new ideas of sustainability and different 
fields we can go into,” Hansen said.

USGBC has generally attracted architec-
ture and engineering students, but member-
ship is open to any student who wishes to 

join. Interested students can get involved 
by showing up to the next meeting  at 12:30 
p.m., Feb. 17 in room __ of the Applied 
Technology center, or contact Cody Hansen 
directly at Cody@emailhansen.com. You 
can also obtain further information about 
the national organization at usgbc.org.

By Robert Kennedy
Collegiate Staff

STUDENT LIFE

U.S. Green Building Club embraces sustainability & green design

Exercise Science Professor uses experiences to pave her way

The Grand Rapids Art Museum, completed in 2007, was the 
first LEED certified art museum in the world.

JONATHAN D. LOPEZ/PHOTO EDITOR

STUDENT LIFE

BSU celebrates Black History Month

The goal of the Black Student Union 
at Grand Rapids Community College is to 
expose the college to African American 
culture, history, and the ‘black perspective’.

In honor of Black History Month, the 
BSU will be leading four events through the 
second week of February.

BSU Adviser Andre Davis said that the 
purpose of these events is bring people 
together through entertainment and social 
experiences to educate students about the 
black community, culture, expression, and 
the black perspective on the police system, 
love, and essentially what it means to be 
black.

“(The events) will empower black 
people, I believe, to know that their culture 
is being celebrated and acknowledged and 
respected,” Davis said. “It will also educate 
non-black students on what it is to be black 
and how we experience America and how 
we experience life.”

Mary Kennedy, newly appointed presi-
dent of the BSU, said that she is ready for 
students to gain a respect for the people who 
paved the way in African American history.

“This is a time to think and reflect on the 
past and see why it’s so important to be you,” 
Kennedy said. “I do want (students) to take 
home a legacy.”

BSU will be teaming up with the Juvenile 
Detention Center to speak to and advise the 
inmates on Friday, Feb. 13 for a community 
service project. 

By Kayla Tucker
A&E/Features Editor

• “Hidden Colors”, a historical docu-
mentary film of African American 
history, will be shown at 1 p.m., Feb. 
9, in the Raider Grille.

• “Know Your Rights: 10 Rules for 
Dealing with the Police”, an inter-
active panel made up of GRCC 
students, community members, and 
GRCC police, will take place at 11 
a.m., Feb. 10, in the Raider Grille. 
There will be a video presentation as 
well as a Q&A session.

• “Nourishment for the Soul: Black 
Love, Intimacy, and Respect”, an 
open mic session along the themes 
of love, intimacy, and respect, will 
go from 3 p.m.-5 p.m., Feb. 11, in 
room 234 of the Student Community 
Center. Soul food will be served by 
campus dining.

• “From Kings to Thugs to Presidents”, a 
one man play performed by Muhib 
Dyer from the I Will Not Die Young 
campaign, will be held at 6 p.m., 
Feb. 12, at Spectrum Theater.

IF YOU GO

There are many different clubs at Grand 
Rapids Community College, but some of 
them may get overlooked.

Anime is a Japanese animated produc-
tion that can be one of two things, hand 
drawn or computer designed animation. It 
is a very diverse art form, with many distinc-
tive methods and techniques for the produc-
tion of the shows.

Many students at GRCC are hooked on 
Anime with content ranging from romance 
to violence. 

Dale Mortensen serves as the Anime 
Club event organizer.

“I enjoy the social aspects of hanging out 
with friends, the trips are fun,” Mortensen 
said. “Many people get to get out of their 
shells and socialize with others about some-
thing they enjoy because most nerds don’t, 
most of them just sit at home and play 
videogames.”  

The group seems to attract more men 
than women, but club organizers stress that 
everyone is welcome.

“There have been a few girls, but some 
girls can feel peer pressured into not coming 
because their friends think it’s weird,” said 
club member Jessica Hulbert. 

There are a lot more shows that focus 
more on females like “Sailor Moon” and 

“Ouran High School Host Club.”
There are many different trends within 

the current Anime world. 
“Many of the students enjoy watching 

‘Attack on Titan’ and ‘Mastermind,’” Dale 
said.  

Many other options are available, includ-
ing top ten hits like, “Hellsing,” “Bleach,” 
and “Full Metal Alchemist.” Many people 
love to participate in cosplays or Anime 
Cons.  The club is more interested in view-
ing Anime than doing their own animations. 

“We lack the physical ability and we 
don’t know how,” Dale said. “Also, we lack 
the technology to create an animation.”

The Alma Con is an upcoming event if 
any students are interested in attending. It 
is Feb. 4-6 at Alma College. The cost is $5 
to attend.

Any students interested in learning more 
about Japanese culture should check out 
the anime club. Meetings are held noon-4 
p.m. every Thursday in Room 403 in the 
Calkins Science Center.

Club members gathered around a 
table to play a card game at the last 
meeting.
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By Mary Rienks
Collegiate Staff

GRCC Anime Club 
appeals to fans 
from all walks of life

STUDENT LIFE

By Alexandria Rogers
Collegiate Staff

Laura Kennett, exercise science 
professor. 
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Open HOuse
Make 2015 yOur year!
Each year we make a promise to ourselves that 
this will be the year we change things. Take 
the first step toward fulfilling that promise 
by coming to the Ferris open house. You can 
save time and money by earning your Ferris 
bachelor’s degree without leaving Grand 
Rapids Community College. Ferris works with 
GRCC to make financial aid a smooth process 
while you earn both Ferris and GRCC credit 
right here at GRCC. Join us at the open house 
and we’ll provide refreshments, free T-shirts, 
Ferris swag and even a $50 gas card drawing. 
Come speak with our staff and advisors at the 
open house and let’s move forward together!

/ grand rapidsFerris state University

RSVP for open House at 
ferris.edu/grandrapids
RSVPs are encouraged but not required.

ThuRSday
FebRuaRy 19
5:00 - 7:00 pm

applied Technology Center 
On the corner of ransom & Fountain

Room 124
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From skinny jeans to tasteful trou-
sers, the ever-changing trends of a college 
student are in continuous forward motion. 
Much like the semesters, the wardrobe 
of a collegiate gradually develops from a 
comfortable, school-going feel, into a closet 
containing a more interactive style for a 
career driven adult.

Many students in their first years of 
college dress to be comfortable in their 
intermediate classes. These classes are 
required in order to advance to the courses 
for any desired major, which makes it 
understandable to want to be comfortable 
sitting through a class one doesn’t necessar-
ily fancy.

However, while rolling out of bed and 
throwing on sweats seems all too inviting, 
advancing in college also means advancing 
your professional wardrobe. Between job 
interviews, class presentations, internships, 
and even wanting to look presentable for a 
possible professor recommendation, you’ll 
want to have a few pieces that give off that 
professional, driven vibe.

Most college students are on a budget, 
and even more have little knowledge of the 
importance of a cashmere cardigan, or a 
timeless wristwatch, ironic right? So where 
do you begin? Check out some ideas below.

Guys, this applies to you too. As you 
may not be interested in finding your best 
pair of heels to wear, it is important to amp 
up your wardrobe. Get a pair of loafers or 
a suit jacket. Some may think that the days 
of wearing a suit are gone and appearances 
are irrelevant, wrong. Casual Fridays are 
only relevant when you already have your 
coveted career.

Despite all of the hard work and study-
ing put forth towards a degree, your profes-
sional mien is an ultimate factor for most 
employers. Use these building blocks to get 
you started on your professional wardrobe 
in college, and come graduation, you’ll have 
not only mastered that advertising degree, 
but also your qualified attire.

By Victoria Thornton
Collegiate Staff

Start with a dressy blouse. According 
Suzy Menkes’ 2012 article in The New York 
Times, the rebirth of the blouse made its 
appearance on runways and continues to 
hold it’s contemporary composure even 
three years later. Blouses are classic and a 
great way to dress up any outfit from jeans 
to black pants. A neutral colored blouse 
would be helpful in recycling it throughout 
your outfits. This could be found for a lower 
cost at Forever 21 or H&M.

And back to that shabby backpack, 
nothing screams student like an old tattered 
bag hanging past your toosh. Grab a side 
bookbag, or even an oversized handbag to 
fit your books in. 

This looks better, and while it may be 
inconvenient for the mobility of your arm, 
your back will thank you in the long run. 
Etsy.com features many affordable bags 
like this for online purchase.

If you’re a lover of moccasins or the 
ever-so-popular UGG boots, toss those, 
along with your ripped backpack containing 
rudimentary notes from the past two years. 
An alternate option could be some trendy 
flats or a pair of wedge ankle boots to keep 
your new professional style polished. 

Try to stay away from tall black stilet-
tos as those can portray more of a nightlife 
appearance.    

Pants are an easy transition if you’ve got 
a lasting blouse. Trousers are always impor-
tant to have, but if you want to be current in 
today’s professional fashion, get yourself a 
pair of black or gray skinny pants. No, not 
skinny jeans. 

Never wear jeans, even black ones, in a 
professional environment. But a trendy pair 
of fitted slacks, along with some modest 
mary janes, can be found at a reasonable 
rate at a store such as Express.

English tutors Cat Trachsel, 27, and Noble Sullivan, 23, regularly dress up for work in the GRCC Writing Lab.
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DRESS FOR SUCCESS, EVEN IN CLASS
FASHION

The winter months seem to drag on 
forever, from sitting on the couch pondering 
what to do, to binging on Netflix. Finding 
things to do doesn’t have to be a strenuous 
routine, it doesn’t even have to empty your 
wallet. Grand Rapids offers a wide range of 
trails with all terrain types, whether ventur-
ing alone or with friends. 

The Provin Trails Park in Grand Rapids, 
designed as a loop, is ideal for the average 
hiker with its forest setting and moderate 
trails. The park welcomes dogs as long as 
they are leashed. It’s the perfect area to 
escape from the city without actually escap-
ing the city. 

One thing to keep in mind while using 
the trails is that some of them line up with 

the properties of neighboring houses, it is 
important to mind the posted signs alerting 
you of these areas. 

All trails are marked with color-coded 
markers that match up with the sign at 
the entrance. Located on the blue trail is a 
rather large teepee crafted out of logs found 
in the area. It isn’t too far off the trail and is 
worth checking out. Whether the goal is to 
walk, run, or hike the Provin Park Trails is 
an excellent place to do so. 

There are precautions that everyone 
should take before going on any type of 
trails:
1. Always make sure someone is aware of 

what trail you’re going on and approxi-
mately how long you’re going to be 
gone. Accidents can happen and it is 
good to have someone that will check 
in. 

2. Check the weather, making sure the 
conditions are good to be out in. 

3. When going to a new place find a map 
or a guide to keep on hand. Often there 
will be trail maps posted, snap a picture 
on your phone to refer back to. 

4. Bring a backpack that has the proper 
necessities in it depending on the trail. 
While some trails are more extensive 
than others and require more equip-
ment the basics are:
• Water
• A snack (preferably high in 

protein) 
• A flashlight, and a first aid kit. 

5. Always apply sunscreen and bring a 
pair of sunglasses. Even when the sun 
isn’t out the rays are powerful and 
damaging. 

6. Stop and smell the roses. Take the time 

to enjoy your surroundings. Always 
remember that the trails should always 
be left how they were found, full of life 
and nature not trash.

COLLEGIATE FILE PHOTO

By Ashley Fuller
Collegiate Staff

GRAND RAPIDS

Local trail offers students natural getaway in the city



After a convincing 45-7 win over the 
Indianapolis Colts, the New England 
Patriots are headed to their sixth Super 
Bowl in the past 13 seasons. The Patriots 
have a lot going for them in this game. After 
coming off a win that seemed effortless at 
some points, the confidence level in New 
England is very high. 

This game is going to be different from 
the ones they played to get to this point. 
Going up against the “Legion of Boom” and 
the strong linemen on the Seattle Seahawks, 
Bill Belichick sure has his hands full.

The Patriots wouldn’t have made it this 
far without the “golden boy” himself, Tom 
Brady. While Brady is connecting with Rob 
Gronkowski, Danny Amendola, and Julian 
Edelman at the efficiency that he has been 
there is no reason for the Patriots not to 
utilize their amazing passing game. With 
Seattle’s star cornerback, Richard Sherman, 
and safety Earl Thomas banged up, you 
have to imagine that the Patriots will test 
them to see how well they can cover their 
quick receivers and see if they can stop a 
bulldozer like Gronkowski running down 
field. Even if they were to stop Amendola 
and Edelman there are defensives few and 
far between that can disrupt the connection 
Brady and Gronkowski have. 

When the Patriots have to grit their teeth 
and run the ball down the field they have a 
variety of options in front of them. They 
could go with the hot hand in LeGarrette 
Blount who had three touchdowns in the 
previous game. Jonas Gray should see some 
action too, considering it wasn’t too long 
ago he had an astounding four touchdowns 

in week 11 against the Colts. If those two 
falter they could also turn to their main 
workhorse of the season in Shane Vereen, 
who as of late has been declining. The 
other main scorer on the Patriots, who 
is talked about less than most, is Stephen 
Gostkowski who has only missed two of his 
37 field goal attempts this season. As long 
as Brady can march his team into the field 
goal range the Patriots will have points on 
the board, courtesy of Gostkowski.  

The Patriots’ defense has been playing 
lights out in the second half of the season, 
not including a close game with the Ravens 
in the Divisional round of the playoffs. 
Having Brandon Browner at cornerback, 
who was playing last year for Seattle in 
the Super Bowl and Darrelle Revis at the 
other cornerback position makes it hard 
for anyone to throw against. When you look 
at Russell Wilson who isn’t known for his 
outstanding throws, it is clear to see that 
where the Patriots have to excel in to win 
this game: Stopping Seattle’s strong run 
offense.

New England has three key 
weaknesses going into this game; 
the first is that for a lot of the 
game Gronkowski is going to be 
double-teamed leaving Brady to 
look to his wide receivers. All 
of them are competent play-
ers but none of whom Brady 
can trust more than his star tight 
end. The second problem with the 
Patriots is when Brady gets pres-
sured he tends to be sporadic with 
his throws and loses control of the 
drive. The “Legion of Boom” will 
be waiting for those throws to 
be tipped, over thrown, under 
thrown, anything for them to 
get an interception. 

The Patriots defense will have the task 
of stopping the number one ranked rush-
ing offense in the league. Seattle is going 
to have Marshawn Lynch continue his large 
workload and try to wear down the Patriots 
defensive line. Russell Wilson is also a great 
presence in the Seahawks run game this 
season after rushing for over 800 yards. 
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By Alec Codman
Collegiate Staff

SUPER BOWL XLIX PREVIEW

Belichick & 
Brady return to 
Super Bowl after 
three years

Editorial Cartoon courtesy Tribune News Service

The Seattle Seahawks return to the 
Super Bowl after coming back from a  16-0 
halftime deficit  to the Green Bay Packers  
in a legendary NFC Championship game in 
Seattle on Jan. 18. 

Seattle quarterback Russell Wilson 
scored on a 1-yard run with 2:09 remain-
ing to bring the Seahawks to within five 
points. Seattle attempted and recovered 
the onside kick, where with 1:25 
remaining Marshawn Lynch 
was able to score from 25 
yards out. Seattle went 
for the 2-point conver-
sion, with the pass to 
Luke Willson getting 
it. 

Green Bay was 
able to drive down 
and get a Mason 
Crosby field goal 
to tie it with 14 
seconds left. 

Seattle won the toss 
in overtime, electing to 
receive, and clinched its 
Super Bowl berth with a 
Jermaine Kearse 35-yard 
touchdown catch 3:19 
into the overtime. 

At 37 years old, 
Tom Brady  
is one 

of the greatest quarterbacks of all time. 
Although Seattle now has  two  consecu-
tive Super Bowl appearances, they have to 
be sure that their confidence level doesn’t 
get too high going up against Brady and 
the Patriots.

New England has  won  three  Super 
Bowls  with  Brady   under center, while 
Seattle has one  since  Russell  Wilson has  
assumed the role of quarterback.

Wilson will need to improve his perfor-
mance from last Sunday. He went 14 of 29 
for 209 yards passing  against the Packers, 
but had  four  interceptions and only  one  
touchdown. As far as Marshawn Lynch’s 
performance goes, he can just keep on 
doing his thing. Lynch carried the ball 25 
times for 157 yards and  one  score against 
Green Bay.

Both teams’ offenses have a number of 
weapons. Wilson is extremely mobile and 
keeps the defense guessing. Lynch backs 

him up on the ground, punishing 
the defense with a blend of 

power and agility. 
Seattle’s No. 1 ranked 

scoring defense will 
have its hands full with 
New England’s fourth 
ranked scoring offense. 
Kam Chancellor, a 6-foot-3 

232-pound strong safety will 
have a lot of ground to cover 

when New England spreads the 
defense out. Chancellor is great in 

coverage, but even better at defend-
ing the run. 

Richard Sherman was quieter after 
this season’s NFC title game. Sherman 
is well known for his outburst directed 
at Michael Crabtree. The 6’3” corner-
back out of Stanford will be tasked 
with the job of defending Julian 
Edelman and Danny Amendola, two 

smaller, but deceptively quick and 
fast receivers.   

Defending 
champion 
Seahawks 
seek to repeat 
By Bryce Bobeldyke
Collegiate Staff

New England Patriots quarterback Tom Brady (12) calls a play during the second 
half against the Indianapolis Colts Sunday, Nov. 16, 2014 at Lucas Oil Stadium in 
Indianapolis. The Colts fell to the Patriots 42-20. (Sam Riche/MCT)

COURTESY TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

Seattle Seahawks running back Marshawn Lynch scores a 24-yard touchdown 
against the Green Bay Packers during the fourth quarter on Sunday, Jan. 18, 
2015, at CenturyLink Field in Seattle. (Dean Rutz/Seattle Times/TNS) 
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eligibility, GRCC Head Coach David Seldon, 
asked Burhannon one question: “What 
do you want?”  Burhannon emphasized 
that he wanted to 
play basketball, 
thus Coach Selmon 
insisted on hard 
work in the class-
room.

B u r h a n n o n 
stressed that time 
management will be 
crucial to maintain-
ing a 3.5 GPA and 
balancing basket-
ball. 

“It’s all about 
making the best decisions with my time,” 
Burhannon said. “If I manage my time well, 
don’t put things off, and do what needs to be 
done, I will be able to do it.”

Apparently, Burhannon, is managing 

his time well, proven by his success in the 
class room transferring to success on the 
court. In six games this season, Burhannon, 
is averaging 32 minutes per game, with an 
average of 22 points per contest. 

“Cam, is drawing some interest from 
some Division 1 schools,” Coach Selmon 
said of his recent success.

When asked what advice he would 
give incoming college basketball players, 
Burhannon reiterates that hard work is the 
key to success.

“You have to realize that you’re dreams 
will only go as far as you allow them to go,” 
Burhannon said. 

“Some of us are blessed with talent, and 
it’s all about what you do with that.  Are you 
studying on the court and in the classroom, 
are you being a good person?  If you’re 
doing all these things opportunity will pres-
ent itself. They just need to realize that the 
ball is in their court.”

Not everyone knows how to use adver-
sity and setbacks as motivation. However, 
there are some who falter, maybe more than 
once, but learn something from their previ-
ous trip-ups. 

Cameron Burhannon, 19, a sophomore 
forward for the Grand Rapids Community 
College Men’s basketball team, is a perfect 
example of the latter.

Not only was the Indianapolis native cut 
twice from his high school basketball team, 
he also found himself academically ineli-
gible to play basketball during the first half 
of this season. Fortunately, the Pacers fan 
has bounced back with an academic goal of 
maintaining a 3.5 GPA that will keep him on 
the court during the second semester.

Burhannon’s pre-game ritual is barely 
similar to other players and displays the 
new commitment to succeeding in the 
classroom and on the court. 

“I’ll listen to music sometimes, like Meek 
Mill, but what I really like to do is read,” 
Burhannon said. “Right now, I am reading 
a book called ‘Travel Team.’ I do my best to 
read a chapter before each away game.”

“Travel Team” is a book that highlights 
a young man, Danny Walker, who was cut 
from his travel team due to his 4 foot 7 
stature. Burhannon, although not having to 
overcome a size adversity, had to overcome 
the hitches of getting cut from his high 
school basketball team while not knowing 
exactly why he was cut. 

He overcame that hardship by working 
hard to become a better player on what 
he says is his favorite team he has played 
for: Field House Elite in the AAU ranks. 
It was while playing for Field House Elite 
in Indianapolis when Burhannon says he 
became a “more complete player.”

Burhannon’s ambition to become a 
more complete player while at Field House 
Elite was driven by the potential of having 
to attend a school in Indiana that he was not 
interested in playing for. 

The only way to avoid going to said 
school was by working hard and getting 
recruited by a school that he was actually 
interested in attending, and now, GRCC has 
his talents.

When it comes to the academic 
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By Corey Tucker
Collegiate Staff

CAMERON BURHANNON’S ACADEMIC REBOUND

Burhannon

KVCC 74, GRCC 55: 
Raiders can’t 
keep pace with 
Cougars

KVCC 79, GRCC 70: 
Mistakes cost 
Raiders

BASKETBALL

Karamol attempts to grab a rebound 
against KVCC.
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Burhannon goes in for the dunk against  
Lansing on on Jan. 21.  

JOHN ROTHWELL/LEAD PHOTOGRAPHER

Ward fights off a KVCC player during a 
layup.

JOHN ROTHWELL/LEAD PHOTOGRAPHER

By Zachary Watkins
Sports Editor

After taking a 29-28 lead into the break, 
the Kalamazoo Valley Community College 
girls basketball team put up 45 points in 
the second half to defeat Grand Rapids 
Community College 74-55 on Monday.

KVCC sophomore Khadijah Seawood 
led all scorers with 16 points.

“Our girls played their hearts out the 
whole game,” GRCC coach John Maciak 
said. “KVCC, because they are used to 
winning, knows how to finish at the end. I 
played a lot of the younger players just to 
get them used to playing. We can’t press 
that way we did all game with five girls. I 
give them all the credit it in the world. They 
played their hearts out.”

GRCC freshman Kristen Schubring, a 
5-foot-11 forward/center from Novi, led 
GRCC with 14 points, and was the lynchpin 
to the Raider defense.

“She did everything well today,” Maciak 
said. “We just put that defense in before the 
game and Kristen was the key to it. We put a 
special defense in for this game, and it went 
pretty well”

Sara Karamol scored 10 points in the first 
half for GRCC, before being held scoreless 
in the second. Karamol added 10 rebounds.

“I think she was rushing her shots 
today,” Maciak said. “She didn’t play well on 
offense. Sara was rushing her shots. She’s 

only 5-foot-9 and they have some tall girls.” 
GRCC takes on Kellogg Community 

College in Battle Creek on Saturday.
“They’re a good team,” Maciak said. “If 

we play like we did today, we’ll have a good 
chance. It’ll be a close game. They’ve got a 
couple good players that we have to stop.

We have to get a little bit more out of 
our third, fourth and fifth scorers. We could 
have shot a little better today, but give KVCC 
credit. If we had six girls Kristen’s size, we’d 
be close. I’m not saying we would be there, 
but we’d be close.”

The Grand Rapids Community College 
men’s basketball team was defeated by visit-
ing Kalamazoo Valley Community College 
79-70, Monday at Fieldhouse.

The Raiders found themselves tied 64-64 
with 3:23 to go in the game. KVCC was able to 
do what the home team could not, step it up 
down the stretch and close out the game.

“We made mistakes late in the ball game,” 
GRCC coach David Selmon said. “We cannot 
beat anybody when we let them score uncon-
tested.”

GRCC’s Calvin Ward lll and Greg Flemming 
each tallied 13 points, to lead the Raiders.

“We made mental mistakes late in the 
game,” GRCC sophomore Greg Flamming 
said. “We need to learn as a team how to close 
it out.”

GRCC (10-8) faces Kellogg Community 
College (3-13), in Battle Creek, 3 p.m. Saturday.



Veteran coach John Maciak has 
stepped up to fill the role of Head Coach 
for the Grand Rapids Community College 
women’s basketball team after former 
coach Tracy Little’s resignation over the 
winter break.

Maciak will coach the remainder of 
the season, after which GRCC will look 
to hire a permanent replacement to head 
up the team.

Throughout Maciak’s career, he has 
coached foot-
ball, baseball, and 
basketball at vary-
ing levels, ranging 
from junior high to 
high school, colle-
giate athletics. 
Maciak has even 
been involved with 
coaching Team 
Michigan, a part 
of the Transplant 
Games of America.  

The team that 
Maciak coached is three on three coed 
basketball, played entirely by athletes 
ages 14 and up who have had a trans-
plant. These basketball players have had 
a variety of organs transplanted, includ-
ing kidneys and hearts.

“I started getting involved with it 
because my son had to have a transplant 
back when he was 18 years old,” Maciak 
said of his son TJ who has played for 

about 11 years.
Maciak led the transplant team to gold 

medals in 2010, 2012, and 2014. These 
championships took place in Wisconsin, 
Michigan, and Texas respectively. The 
games are played all across America in 
order to spread organ donation aware-
ness to a wider audience.  

“The reason why I’m doing this is 
to encourage people to donate organs 
because organ donation is the key to 
people living when their organs fail.”

Before returning in time for the game 
against KCC, Maciak worked as the assis-
tant coach of the GRCC men’s basketball 
team for 14 years. During one of those 
years, he also coached the women’s 
basketball team.

During his time with coach Salmon, 
the Raiders won six Western Division 
Championships and made it to regionals 
every season. He stepped down from the 
position in 2009 and has picked up the 
trail six years later.

Despite all his work as a coach, Maciak 
puts an emphasis on what happens away 
from the gymnasium.

“I think the most important thing 
about going to Grand Rapids Community 
College is, you’re here as a student athlete 
and we stress the word student because 
that should come first...you gotta be a 
student first. That’s the most important 
thing.”

Maciak also spent some time at GRCC 
as an adjunct professor, teaching basket-
ball theory and performance classes.

Outside of the gymnasium, Maciak 

works for his own business selling wood 
to campgrounds. He also gardens and 
has taken trips all around the world. 
On one vacation, Maciak rode a train 
across Europe, visiting countries like 
Austria, Germany, France, Italy, and the 
Netherlands.

“I’m just glad to be here,” Maciak said. 
“I enjoy working with the young ladies. 
I enjoyed working with the men’s team 
working with Dave Salmon. Hopefully a 
lot of students come out and watch us 
play.”

Sports in college are like minor careers. 
They consume most of an athlete’s time, 
effort, and sleep. Taylor Young, a sopho-
more at Grand Rapids Community College 
plays, not one, but two sports: basketball 
and softball. 

A typical college student balances 
homework, reading, and quizzes in a 
week, not to mention battling the brutal 
weather walking from class to class. On 
top of it all, most students have a job. 
Imagine the life of a student athlete. 

“She’s making a big sacrifice to play 
both sports at the same time,” GRCC 
basketball coach 
John Maciak said 
of Young. “Most 
people can’t do 
that. She’s a good 
student and is 
working hard … 
Basketball is a 
different game, 
and we’re not 
playing a half-
court game, we’re 
playing a full-court 
game.”

Initially, Young 
signed to play soft-
ball for the Raiders. She has grown up 
playing softball since she was about five 
or six years old. Young plays two sports 
because she misses the feeling of balanc-
ing more than one.

“I played volleyball and basketball, 
and I was in the marching band,” Young 
said. “I wanted to stay in shape for soft-
ball, plus I missed it like crazy. Believe it 
or not, I loved being a three-sport athlete 
in high school.”

Young has played basketball since she 
was five and started volleyball in seventh 
grade. She had the opportunity to pursue 
a plethora of sports in college. 

“I knew pretty much my sophomore 
year of high school I wanted to get a schol-
arship to go play softball in college some-
where, and I didn’t care where,” Young 
said. “It was only a struggle my fresh-
man year because I 
didn’t’ know exactly 
what I wanted to do 
yet.” 

She has now 
established herself 
as an efficient 
first baseman and 
pitcher on the 
GRCC softball 
team.

Young plays 
at power forward 
or center on the 
basketball court. The choice to participate 
in two sports, especially in college, can be 
a difficult thing. Taylor Young balances 
her time very carefully by updating her 
planner in a timely fashion and by making 
sure she prioritizes her time to ensure her 
grades don’t suffer. 

“I’ve adjusted well,” Young said. “I like 
it. It reminds me of being in high school 
again. It has been kind of hard just trying 
to get back in the swing of things with 
school and work starting again, but not 
too overwhelming. My softball coach is 
very supportive of my decision. She likes 
the idea of staying in shape for softball; 
she believes ‘you’re only in college for a 
short amount of time, so why not do it 
all?’ Sports are not forever.” 

Young is exceptional at training and 
exceeds at both sports. Though in the 
middle of basketball season, Young still 
practices and trains for softball everyday, 
as well as keeping up with her grades. 

Young plans to get her Associate’s 
degree from GRCC and to, eventually, 
get her Bachelor’s and Master’s from 
Michigan State University or Wayne State 
University. Young wears number 44 on the 
court and number 19 on the field. 

16 Sports
THE COLLEGIATE
G R A N D  R A P I D S  C O M M U N I T Y  C O L L E G E  S T U D E N T  N E W S P A P E R

January 29, 2015

Taylor Young juggles two sports, class and work

John Maciak takes over as head women’s coach mid-season

By Amelia Eck
Collegiate Staff

Young readies herself for a free throw during a game against Ancilla College.
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BASKETBALL

Maciak

Young

By Max De Leeuw
Collegiate Staff
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Maciak draws up a play during a timeout.
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“She’s making a 
big sacrifice to 
play both sports 
at the same time. 
Most people can’t 
do that. She’s a 
good student and 
is working hard.”

— John Maciak,
GRCC Women’s

Basketball Coach
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