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GRCC student hits 100,000 subscribers on YouTube

Snyder proposes $28
million increase for
college budgets
By Jacquelyn Zeman

By Suzy Stocking
Collegiate Staff

Chief Web Editor
Gov. Rick Snyder has proposed a bill for
increasing funding for Michigan colleges and
universities. If approved, the proposal would
direct about $250,000 in additional state funding to Grand Rapids Community College.
The proposal includes $1.4 billion coming
in from the state’s general fund. In order to
receive funding, colleges must not raise
tuition any higher than 2.8 percent. Last year,
colleges were held to a 3.2 percent tuition
increase maximum to be eligible for state
funding.
Dave Murray, Deputy Press Secretary to
Gov. Snyder, said that the governor believes
this is a critical step making college more
affordable.
“We know that states that have the best
trained workforce will attract and retain businesses creating more and better jobs,” Murray
said. “Our universities are key in creating that
high skilled, specialized workforce. We have
world-class universities in Michigan.
“…First, we want to make college affordable for everyone who wants to go to college,
that’s key. Second, the governor’s proposal
includes performance goals for the universities…The goal should never be just spending
money and measuring quality by how many
dollars you give to someone. It is what people
are doing with those dollars.”
According to Lisa Freiburger, GRCC’s Vice
President of Finance and Administration,
Snyder’s budget proposal for the 2015-2016
year includes a 1.4 percent increase for
GRCC. This will represent an increase of
approximately $251,000 for GRCC alone.
“To put that in perspective, our total
general fund operating budget is approximately $105,465,000,” Freiburger said. “We
are very appreciative of the emphasis the
governor continues to place on the importance of community colleges and the fact
that he has proposed an increase in funding.
However, we will continue to face budget
challenges, driven in large part by declining
enrollment.”
A GRCC ad hoc budget committee
completed a budget review in Jan. of 2015
generating a series of recommendations
to enhance revenue and reduce expenses.
Many of these recommendations will be
implemented as part of the budget for next
academic school year.
“We will continue to look for ways to
reduce expenses,” Freiburger said. “While
minimizing the impact on direct services to
students, focusing on long term financial
stability.”
There are things that the governor can
do in order to hold universities accountable
for part of their state aid. All of this includes
tuition restraint.
“It is different for the community colleges
and the four-year schools,” Murray said.
“Right now in four-year schools in order to
get the full state aid, they have to keep their
tuition increase down at 2.8 percent…We
think that’s fair. We want college to be affordable for as many people…who want to go
there.”
According to Murray, Synder hopes to
have a budget in place by the end of June.
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C O M M U N I T Y

Grand Rapids Community College
student Kim Adams recently received a
silver plaque from YouTube in recognition
of reaching 100,000 subscribers on her
channel, makeupbykimm.
Adams, 20, in her second year at GRCC
studying elementary education, has nearly
110,000 subscribers on her YouTube channel. Her videos have received more than 8
million total views and are about a number
of topics that reflect her interests, hobbies
and opinions.
“It’s basically just my life,” Adams said.
“A lot of people stick with themes, and I
did that for a long time. My channel name
is makeupbykimm, so I really wanted to just
do makeup... It’s transitioned from being
more makeup oriented, to now, more fashion because that’s what I’m into, but mostly
just lifestyle. I do some baking and cooking
videos, I do DIY videos, and honestly those
are some of my most viewed videos.”
Adams first discovered her knack for
YouTubing when she was in middle school.
“I stumbled upon a YouTube video by
make-up Kandee Johnson,” Adams said.
“She was the first one I ever saw and I
showed her to one of my best friends at the
time and I was like, ‘Oh my gosh, this girl is
so cool.’ So we would watch her videos and
I was like, ‘I could do that.’”
While Adams is a successful YouTuber
now, with a dedicated fan base, she wasn’t
an overnight success.
“Some people put up five videos and all
of a sudden they have a ton of subscribers,
especially depending on who you know and
how well you’re being promoted,” Adams
said. “I started those first videos in middle
school, so people were starting to subscribe,
and then I didn’t really do videos for a while.
“I wasn’t consistently putting anything
up ... So I wasn’t really super into it until
probably my sophomore year of high

school. I think I had more time to dedicate
to it and more energy.”
When Adams began uploading more
videos, her fan base started to grow.
“I feel like it’s been a steady process,”
Adams said. “As I’ve gotten bigger I get
more daily (views) now because, the more
you have the more people are going to see
it.”
Adams is now able to fully support
herself financially through her YouTube
channel.
“As of right now, YouTube is my full time
job,” Adams said. “I pay for my own rent and
I have for the past year ... and I’m able to
do that all through YouTube, which is really
awesome for being a college student.”
Adams ends every video with the words
of encouragement, “you are beautiful and
loved.”
“My church ends just about every
service by saying you are loved, and that
always stuck out to me. That’s so nice and I
really like that they say that, so it originated
from there ... I got a hand-painted sign from

a viewer and it says, ‘You are beautiful and
loved,’ on it and I have it up in my room.”
In January of 2011, Adams started a vlog
(video blog) channel called lifewithkimm.
Adams films bits and pieces of her day
and uploads it toYouTube, giving viewers
a glimpse into her daily life and allowing
them to know more about her. The channel
currently has over 13 thousand subscribers.
Because some of the videos are more
personal, Adams’ life and relationship is
often put on display. Her boyfriend Chris
Huls even has a fanbase of his own.
“People love my boyfriend! They love
when he’s in videos. It’s so funny. There are
fangirl accounts for my boyfriend. At first it
was kind of creepy, but now I totally love
it... People get really involved in the whole
relationship. They’re like, ‘Oh, I haven’t seen
Chris in a video in a while. Are you guys still
together?’”
Huls, who Adams has been dating for
four years, has gotten used to being in front

See YouTube, page 2
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Proposed Respect for Law Executive Limitations policy voted down
By Sean P. Mulhall
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Editor-in-Chief
The mood was tense at the Grand Rapids
Community College Board of Trustees meeting Feb. 16, as trustee Richard Ryskamp
proposed a new policy requiring President
Steven Ender to report illegal behavior
happening at the college, something Ender
says he already feels obligated to do.
After Jim Peterson, Executive Director
of Financial Services, presented the 2014-15
mid-year budget and Provost Laurie Chesley
updated the board on the Student Success
Monitoring Report, it was Ryskamp’s turn
to address the board.
Ryskamp presented his Respect for Law
Executive Limitations Policy, a document
he started composing nearly two years
ago. According to the new policy, President
Steven Ender, must notify the board of any
illegal activity taking place at the college
and the corrective measures being taken.

See Respect for Law, page 2
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Compiled by
Warren Sink
Collegiate Staff

Medical
On Jan. 19 an officer arrived at the pool
in the Ford Fieldhouse to help with a
student, who got out of the pool light
headed. The subject wore an oxygen mask
and was losing consciousness. The officer
gave him a Powerade to drink, while
he recuperated. An ambulance arrived,
but did not take him anywhere. He was
cleared by paramedics.

Medical
On Jan. 19 a GRCC employee called
dispatch for one of his students, who cut
the tips of her pointer finger and thumb
and refused an ambulance. An officer
arrived and recommended she go to
the hospital. She was taken by another
student to Butterworth Spectrum.

Water Flow Alarm
On Feb. 5 multiple officers and the
Grand Rapids Fire Department checked
the G2 level of Cook Hall because of a
water flow alarm. No abnormal water
was found, but the officers checked the
fire panel in the G1 mechanical room
and discovered an open valve in the city
water system that caused a surge, setting
off both the GRCC and Spectrum Butterworth Hospital water flow alarms.

Larceny
On Feb. 9 a GRCC student reported his
money clip stolen from inside the Ford
Fieldhouse. In the clip was the student’s
license, RaiderCard, and debit card. He put
the clip into an unlocked locker along with
his coat and phone. When he returned, the
clip had been taken, but nothing else.
The thief used the RaiderCard at
the third floor vending machine, and a
custodian found the mutilated remnants
of the card in a nearby trashcan. An officer
reviewed tape of the entrance to the Ford
Fieldhouse and saw a person walking in
and out of the building several times. A
couple of officers went to the fieldhouse
and interviewed the suspect, who consented to being searched. The money clip
was not found. The case was closed with
no suspects or witnesses.

Trespass
During the night of Feb. 9 two officers
went to the Main Building in response to
a homeless man seen in an elevator. The
caller, who phoned dispatch, said the
man was black and wore a red jacket and
jeans. The officers confronted the man
on the third floor after he emerged from a
classroom. His record was clean, and the
officers escorted him off campus. They
warned him if he was found trespassing
again, he would be arrested.

Traffic Stop
The night of Feb. 10 an officer stopped a
black Impala after it made an illegal left
turn. The officer approached the vehicle
and immediately smelled marijuana coming
from the car and asked the man if he had
smoked. He said he had not, but he had
in the past and consented to the search of
his vehicle. The officer found a lighter, but
no marijuana. The man was given a verbal
warning for an improper turn and released.

Traffic Stop
On Feb. 11 an officer stopped a blue minivan for speeding at Ransom Avenue and
Fountain Street. The driver had an expired
license with multiple suspensions and was
issued a citation. The owner of the vehicle
was a passenger in the van.
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Two GRCC students awarded scholarships at Giants Awards
By Kayla Tucker

A&E/Features Editor
Over 750 people attended the Giants
Awards at Devos Place on Feb. 7 to
acknowledge outstanding African American
community members in the Grand Rapids
area.
Grand Rapids Community College
hosted the 33rd annual awards ceremony,
continuing the longstanding tradition.
Two GRCC students received the Milo
M. Brown scholarship. Stephan M. Bracey,
a Juvenile Service major, was honored to
continue a family’s
legacy.
“It’s such an
honor,” said Bracey,
whose
father-inlaw, David May,
received a Giants
Award in years past
and Bracey’s wife,
Yamaka Bracey, also
received the scholarship when she was
attending
GRCC.
Bracey
“I’m so happy for
this moment.”

YouTube
Continued from page 1
of the camera.
“It definitely takes a lot of time out of
her day which sometimes influences our
spending time together,” Huls said. “But
it also makes for fun moments. We have a
lot of our relationship captured on camera,
which is pretty unique.”
While making videos is mostly a fun
experience, Adams deals with negativity
that comes with the territory of having a
YouTube channel. Commenters occasionally write hurtful things, but Adams doesn’t
let that stop her from making videos.
“You’re never going to please everyone.
You’re just not,” Adams said. “If you go into
it with the mindset that you have to make
everyone happy then you’re not going to be
doing videos for very long, because there’s

Respect for Law
Continued from page 1
“Current Board policy requires the
college to only respect laws related to treatment of people,” Ryskamp said. “Under
policy governance, the lack of board policy
requiring the college to obey laws other
than those related to treatment of people
is equivalent to the board saying that the
college is not required to respect these
other laws.”
The new policy would require the
college to obey laws not dealing directly
with people, such as copyrights, immigration and public health, among other things.
After Ryskamp finished, Ender clarified that as an employee of the college he
is governed by a misconduct policy that
requires him to uphold the integrity of the
college.
“Any misconduct that violates the law,
undermines the integrity of the college and
creates tension in the workplace, (and) will
not be tolerated,” Ender said. “So it may be
important for the board to have an executive limitation to do with this subject, but as
an employee of the college, I am governed
by this misconduct policy, as are all of our
employees.”
After Ender’s clarification, the floor
was opened for the discussion of board
members. Trustee Ellen James, who has
openly opposed the policy from the very
beginning, raised concerns about redundancy.
“To me it’s already clear, but I don’t
know how other trustees feel. I don’t see
any reason for us to be redundant,” James
said. “I don’t think any president in his or
her right mind would violate any law…If we
have something on the books, that would
satisfy our requirements, then for me, that’s
really enough. At this point I can go on
record saying I do not want to support this
action.”

Suni
M.
Musawwir
was
the other scholarship recipient from
GRCC,
majoring
in
Architecture,
Heating & Cooling,
and
Construction
Management.
“I worked very
hard for it and I
just thank God that
Musawwir
I was alive ... to get
it,” said Musawwir,
who has at least four degrees under his belt
already. “Hopefully this is my first step and
maybe one day I’ll become a Giant in the
city of Grand Rapids.”
Rev. Dr. Clifton Rhodes, Jr was presented
the Giant Among Giants award, recognizing that he has impacted many areas in and
beyond the Grand Rapids community.
Rhodes began his life journey at the age
of 9 by accepting God into his heart, and that
decision has clearly impacted him since.
Rhodes graduated from Grand Rapids Bible
College and Seminary, now Cornerstone
University, with a bachelor’s degree in
religious education. For 10 years, Rhodes

was the Associate Minister at Pilgrim Rest
Baptist Church, and involved himself by
directing the choir, teaching Sunday school
and helping with junior church. Forty two
years ago, Rhodes became the pastor of
Messiah Missionary Baptist Church, and
since then has founded Grand Rapids
Reach, an outreach ministry of the church.
Described by his nominator as “truly,
undeniably a leader, a person of tremendous
character, incredible talent, and a beautiful
heart,” Rhodes accepted his award with a
standing ovation and a great applause.
Rhodes is currently battling Lou Gherig’s
disease, a disease that affects nerve cells in
the brain and spinal cord and can result in
involuntary muscle movement.
“The first word (that) jumped in my
head, humbled,” Rhodes said. “I’m honored
and I’m grateful…It so happened that physically I’m having some very serious challenges in my body…I think this is the love
and the grace of God that says I’m here.”

just no way.”
Huls also deals well with the reality of
negative commenters on the Internet.
“When the comments are directed
towards me, it doesn’t really phase me. I
don’t always read them anyways,” Huls said.
“When the comments are about Kim, it does
make me upset if she’s affected by them.
Usually she isn’t bothered... But there’s the
occasional comment that she finds hurtful. I
just try to be there for her.”
Adams held a meetup in October for her
birthday, where she had the chance to meet
and get to know some of her fans, including
some fellow classmates.
“There were actually a couple girls from
GRCC who I’d never met before who came,
and later I found out they went to CC,”
Adams said. “It’s such a small world ... A lot
of people brought gifts and cards, which I
was not expecting at all, like I didn’t even
think to say don’t bring anything. It was a

decent turnout considering that it was in a
smaller city.”
Adams advises anyone who wants to
start a YouTube channel of their own to
simply “stick with it.”
“Don’t be too upset if you’re not getting
a lot of views right away, or (you get) some
hate comments or thumbs down ... That’s
what’s going to keep you from growing your
channel, and making videos. As long as you
have a positive outlook on it and you’re
determined to keep going, because it’s not
one of those things that happens overnight.”
Adams plans on transferring to Grand
Valley State University in the fall to continue
studying elementary education. She says
she plans on continuing to YouTube.
“I’m just kind of taking it day by day and
doing what I like and if it’s well received,
then even better.”
Adams previously has worked as a
contributor to The Collegiate.

In
response
to trustee James,
Ryskamp reiterated
the fact that there
is already an executive limitation policy
regarding treatment
of people, but not
other laws.
“Using your logic,
we should get rid of
the policy that says
the college should
Ryskamp
respect the laws
regarding the treatment of people, because,
as you’re saying, it’s already been a law,”
Ryskamp said. “As far as the fact that the
college already has internal policy regarding respecting the law, I think that’s laudable, but the board should not be silent on
this issue…If we do not require the college
to respect the law, we are essentially saying
the college can do whatever it wants. That’s
why we need this policy.”
Trustee Deb Bailey agreed with James
about the redundancy of the new policy, but
had other concerns as well.
“The other aspect is the cause for
concern of the words ‘cause’ or ‘allow,’ ‘the
president will cause or allow,’” Bailey said.
“The president doesn’t have control over
everything that happens on this campus.
He does have accountability, leadership to
handle whatever happens ... it sets up a very
unrealistic policy for us to monitor.”
Trustee Cynthia Bristol echoed Bailey’s
concerns about the words “cause” and
“allow.” Ender then suggested James ask
Ryskamp to consider an amendment to the
policy that would substitute the words of
concern to say that the president “may not
fail to take prompt and appropriate action
when the president becomes aware of any
violation of state or federal laws, rules or
regulations or of board policies.”
After James asked Ryskamp to accept
the amendment, supported by Bailey,
Ryskamp chose not to.

“I do not accept,” Ryskamp said and
explained his reasons why after further
discussion by the rest of the board. “I
proposed this policy back in March of 2013
and there’s been 23 months for people to
propose improvements in it and I see no
reason why … people would wait until such
a late time to propose amendments.”
James then made clear the fact that she
did not wait until the last minute.
“I think if Dr. Ryskamp will recall, I have
not supported this from the beginning,”
James said. “It hasn’t taken me 23 months
to all of the sudden to decide that I’m not in
support of it. I think I have been somewhat
clear in terms of how I felt about it.”
After Ryskamp reiterated his point about
the time for amendments having clearly
passed, James called for a vote. Ryskamp
and Stewart were in favor. James and Bailey
were opposed. With Bristol abstaining, the
motion failed.
In Ryskamp’s final comments he thanked
the board for consideration of his policy.
“I want to thank the board for its consideration of the policy I proposed and the
opportunity to discuss it,” Ryskamp said.
“I’m disappointed that most of you did not
see need for the policy. I would remind
the board that I did have two other policies proposed in the same package regarding public safety and advocacy, and I look
forward to discussion of those proposed
policies some day.”
Though Ender did not have a vote, he
made clear his feelings regarding the policy
after the meeting.
“I just didn’t think the board needed
it,” Ender said, noting the overlap with the
college’s existing misconduct policy. “I just
think it’s redundant. If the board believes
this is a value that they need to espouse
publicly through policy governance, I’m
not troubled by that. I was troubled by
the language of that one … I can’t become
aware until someone tells me, but it reads
like I should be assuring that those things
never happen and that’s just impossible.”

Visit thecollegiatelive.com for a full
list of 2015 Giant Award Recipients
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DIVERSITY LECTURE SERIES

Mary Pipher discusses actions to combat climate change
By Sean P. Mulhall

Editor-in-Chief
Psychologist Mary Pipher continued the
Grand Rapids Community College Diversity
Lecture Series Feb. 11 with a talk focusing
on climate change, her actions to combat it
and suggestions on ways others can join the
fight.
GRCC English professor Nora Neill
introduced Pipher and spoke about
the effect Pipher’s first book, “Reviving
Ophelia,” had on her from a young age,
as well as the importance of her work for
future generations.
“I read (‘Reviving Ophelia’) like I
listened in on adult conversations, quietly
and with interest,” Neill said. “There I found
deep compassion and a non-fiction book
interesting enough for me to actually read
and validation that my experiences, all our
experiences, matter. Again, as my students
and I get ready to change the world, we
embrace Dr. Pipher’s ongoing message: ‘We
are important.’”
After thanking the crowd for showing
up and acknowledging the 20th anniversary
of the series and 100th anniversary of the
college, Pipher got right to the point.
“The Green Boat” is about how to transform our fear, sorrow and grief about enormous cultural problems, such as climate
change and action community and empowerment,” Pipher said. “I struggled writing
this book. I’ve struggled preparing speeches
on this book, because no one really likes to
think about our enormous problems.”
Pipher went on to explain how the topic
of her talk is not a pleasant one, but she
would do her best to make sure everyone
leaves on a positive note.
“I’m going to share some difficult material, but less than halfway through I will
move on to more heartwarming information,” Pipher said. “So stay with me please.
There will be a turning (point) in this speech
and it won’t be right at the end.”

Stress is a major problem effecting
people today, according to Pipher. She
emphasized the importance of finding out
why times are so stressful, as the first step
in solving the problem.
“We think something is wrong with us,”
Pipher said. “But our problems are endemic
and systemic … The more we understand
about what’s happening in the world, the
more we connect the dots between events,
the more frightened we can be.”
Pipher thinks the rapid rise in technology could be a major contributing factor.
“Our problem-solving abilities, and
communication and coping skills, haven’t
evolved quickly enough to sustain us,”
Pipher said. “We’ve got Paleolithic arousal
systems, Neolithic brains, medieval institutions and 21st century technology. And that
makes us feel stressed, fatigued, rushed.”
The problem of climate change is
another issue Pipher has devoted a lot of
time researching and is admittedly just as
overwhelmed by it as anyone else.
“The climate crisis is so enormous in its
implications, that it’s difficult to grasp its
reality,” Pipher said. “When we don’t know
how to respond, we don’t respond … And
the sense that we’re helpless and that we’re
powerless becomes a self-fulfilled prophecy.”
According to Pipher, 20 years have been
wasted arguing over whether or not climate
change exists. Now some of the same
people arguing against its existence have
switched the argument to say it is too late
to do something about it.
Pipher said a young man with a ponytail named Brad convinced her to start
a group, back in Lincoln, Nebraska, that
would meet and talk about climate change
and try to come up with ideas to combat it.
The first issue the group looked into was the
Keystone XL pipeline.
“Our campaign to stop the Keystone XL
has been a complicated story about money,
power, international corporations and

Q&A with Mary Pipher
By Brittany Miller
Collegiate Staff

You mention in the beginning of your book
that your “news junkie” friends no longer
read the news, and those who liked political conversations avoided said discussions
altogether. Were these the people you had
in mind as your target audience?
My target audience was anyone who is
open-minded about the facts and curious
about their own and the culture’s reaction
to these facts.

COURTESY PHOTO

politics,” Pipher said. “But it’s also been a
very simple story about me and my friends
meeting in people’s living rooms and talking
about what we could do.”
This story includes the formation the
Apple Pie Brigade, a group of little old ladies
that deliver pies to government officials,
with “thank you in advance” notes attached
for the politicians voting against the pipeline. While the pies don’t work all the time,
the idea of doing something, even as simple
as baking an apple pie, is what Pipher wants
others to notice.
“If you’re going to save Grand Rapids
or Michigan, you’re going to be the ones to
do it,” Pipher said. “We can never know the
significance of our individual actions, but
we can act as if our actions are significant.”

Review: ‘The Green Boat’ by Mary Pipher
By Brittany Miller

Collegiate Staff
The psychologist and best-selling author
of “Reviving Ophelia,” Mary Pipher brings
readers “The Green Boat,” ($14.96, 240
pages) and highlights how people are harming the environment and teaches readers
how to create a positive change personally
and globally.
In “The Green Boat” ($14.96, 240 pages)
Pipher starts with peaceful imagery, but
dives right in to show that the peace isn’t
everlasting, not when we have so many
problems going on all around us. We have
no choice but to think, think about the
personal struggles we face, and also overlook the harmful issues our environment
has faced such as climate change, oil spills
and population decreases. Our perspective can completely change once we

acknowledge the world and the people in it
besides ourselves.
Upon
reading
this novel, readers
can finally address
their
fears
and
worries head on,
instead of avoiding the information
they’ve
received
from the news or
the papers. Pipher
talks about her own
struggles in “The
Green Boat” as she,
“The Green Boat”
like many of us,
have a hard time looking at the overwhelming problems that are going on every day.
What made this book so great and insightful is that Pipher brings in personal stories
from her life, relating those stories back to

world issues, showing that they are one in
the same.
This was a powerful read that really
resonates well with the reader, giving a
new perspective on change. Pipher writes
this novel to tell us that we can’t address
the problems around us until we address
our own problems. If we don’t care about
our own peace and happiness how will we
care about the world? World trauma and
personal trauma go hand in hand. Pipher
allows readers to explore the idea that it’s
not too late to change, but we have to stop
looking away when we see the next oil spill
or the next problem at our job. Change isn’t
impossible, but it’s definitely a process.
“The Green Boat” is a must read, putting
the buoy closer to readers at the turn of
every page, creating a better state of mind,
and hopefully a better future for our planet.

STUDENT LIFE

Architect Scott Shall discusses the importance of failure
By Robert Kennedy
Collegiate Staff

Students in attendance at the “Pretty
Ugly” lecture Feb. 11, witnessed Scott Shall
preaching the importance of not being
afraid to fail over and over in order to
succeed.
The
chairman of Lawrence
Te c h n o l o g i c a l
University’s (LTU)
architecture department, Shall, delivered his lecture
at Grand Rapids
Community College
in the Wisner-Botrall
Applied Technology
Center to students,
Shall
staff and the public.
With at least 30 students and faculty in
attendance, the lecture was hosted by David
Dye, a GRCC professor of mechanical and
architectural design. The lecture focused

on learning from architecture’s ugly while
also learning to appreciate its value.
Shall is founding director of the nonprofit
International Design Clinic, which performs
design work with communities in need
around the world. Since it was founded in
2006, the IDC has completed more than a
dozen projects on four continents, including: an urban tent for the homeless made
of reclaimed water bottles, a school system
based upon the vending architectures of
Bolivia that is tailored to meet the needs of
the street children of La Paz, and a $2 water
filtration system.
Shall jokingly told the crowd that he
has had students go on to work for famous
people such as Eminem, and he himself has
worked for Dolly Parton.
The lecture began with Shall showing
architectural slides on the overhead projector and explaining his teaching philosophy.
“The most prudent goal of the learner
is not to succeed timidly but to fail heroically,” and “our call as educators is to
promote an atmosphere where students can

fail heroically.”
Shall explained that he hopes to “provide
a framework for learning that encourages
the thoughtful production of the nonsensical, unanticipated, and at times the ugly.”
LTU’s architecture program uses labs as
a “place where a student can take a huge
risk, fail miserably and get an A. A place
where students can get messy,” Shall said
Each four-credit studio now requires
two lab credits.
“I want the students to feel like they
have the freedom to babble,” Shall said.
“The freedom to produce 11 things that
were nonsense for that one thing that actually matters.”
The lecture segued into Dye announcing that GRCC’s pre architecture associates
degree now transfers to LTU as part of their
masters of architecture program. This is a
plan that they have been working on since
2010.
Listen to the full lecture at
TheCollegiateLive.com.

How does “The Green Boat” differ from
“Reviving Ophelia” when it came to the
message you wanted to spread to your
audience?
Both books are nonfiction, but the topics
are completely different. My goals were the
same however, in that I always try to help
people think clearly, act intentionally and
feel more hopeful.
Do you think we can change the world with
just courage and trust? Do we just need to
change our perception of our surroundings?
This question is difficult to answer because it
is forced choice. I don’t actually think what
either sentence suggests. My argument is
that whether or not we can change the
world, acting as if we can gives us hope.
Also, unless we act, we have no possibility
of changing anything.
You mentioned life in the 1950’s and
compared it to life now. What’s the biggest
change you see in the world today? In the
people?
People move much more quickly now. Their
lives are more stressful.
Maslow created the theory that we must
have the basic needs (water, food) before
needs such as love and respect. You argued against this theory, saying we cannot
be happy without love. Why?
My own experience is that people can live
quite a long time without food and many
other basic needs being met. However,
once they lose hope, they are not able to
survive.
Your mentor Dr. Jim Cole is mentioned in
many of your publications. Where do you
think his mentoring and/or lessons came
into play when writing “The Green Boat”?
Dr. Jim Cole believed that it was all of our
responsibility to take care of the people
and the places around us. He worked for
this all of his life and he taught others to do
the same.
You and your husband Jim came up with
the title “The Green Boat” as a representation of your home. What were other title
ideas that crossed your minds?
We only had one idea for our home--the
green boat.
What advice do you give to future generations when it comes to creating a better
world?
My idea about how to be helpful is the
same for people of all ages – care about
something, educate yourself, find a group
of people to support you as you work to
improve the situation, and keep working.
Do you believe we can fix the world if we
start paying closer attention to it and those
who live in it?
I can’t answer that last question. Or rather,
that is an incomplete idea to me. I think
there are a 100,000 ways to fix the world,
and they all began with paying attention,
but that is not enough. Action must follow
attention.
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transform health care. Our interdisciplinary health services bachelor’s degree
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GRCC helps grow local industrial sewing workforce

By Victoria Thornton
Collegiate Staff

As it has advanced in to it’s second circuit,
Grand Rapids Community College offers an
industrial sewing program costing students
just $35. With funding from JP Morgan Chase
and Company, Camille Metzger heads the
course, located in the Steepletown neighborhood.
This semester’s course began January 27
and contains 8 students, who will complete
the 120-hour program.
“It is really interesting work but it’s pretty
fast paced because it’s in a manufacturing
setting,” said Julie Parks, director of GRCC
Workforce Training and the Tassell M-TEC
facility.
In the 1990s the industrial sewing workforce went overseas. Companies nationwide
are now seeking to rebuild it in the U.S. due
to a number of production problems and a
higher demand for American-made goods.
While the heart of the new age of manufacturing is auto machinery, there are many aspects
that still require a human for completion.
Joe Aldrich, 67, is currently employed
with a local industrial sewing company called
Hex Armor, after completing the new course
this past fall.

“The course provides education and
training in the fundamentals of sewing as
well as good information about the sewing
industry and careers in sewing,” Aldrich said.
“Industrial sewing is in great demand in the
West Michigan area and those with this skill
are welcomed with open arms.”
GRCC’s program is only the second of
it’s kind in Michigan. The industry’s job
opportunities are continuously increasing
for students who successfully complete the
course.
“It takes time and ambition but everything comes together in the end,” said Maria
Guillen, a GRCC student enrolled in the
sewing course.
In October 2014, planning began when
The Right Place and Lakeshore Advantage,
economic development agencies for West
Michigan, joined 10 area employers in
requesting an industrial sewing course.
Steepletown Neighborhood Services and
Blue Marble Threads provided the machines
and contributed to the development of the
curriculum. A $30,000 grant from JP Morgan
helped expand the course with the investment of more sewing machines, and lowered
the cost to just $35.
It is to be stressed that the course is not
a stereotypical course for sewing clothing or

garments. Students
will intensively learn
the industry with a
syllabus incorporating math, measuring,
sewing, production,
safety, and operation
of the equipment.
“The students see
parts of chairs, large
bags for boxcars,
leather,
canvas,
burlap,” Parks said.
“They sew on yachts.
Many varied items.”
With the expected
growth of the industry throughout 2015,
JONATHAN D. LOPEZ/PHOTO EDITOR
jobs are predicted to
be in no scarce form Marilynn Reese assisting Gerome Gaie on an industrial
with wages ranging sewing machine.
$9 to $21 an hour.
At the close of the
course manufacturing employers will review community achievement with members that
the students work throughout the course for have collaborated to advance the industrial
sewing workforce and lead people to an ideal
potential hire.
“If you work hard,” said Claudine career.
“It’s great to help someone find a career
Muhungu, a GRCC student taking the course.
“You get rewarded with these opportunities.” they love,” Parks said.
The success of this program has been a

EXPLAINER
GRCC

Psych lecture
focuses on
art therapy
By Alec Codman

Collegiate Staff
Andrea Baier-Petiet has had clients
come in with anxiety, depression, mental
illness, physical illness, cancer, and fertility problems; they all were able to get their
feelings out on paper and show positive
results.
“It’s used for assessment,” Petiet said.
“I don’t use it so much in my practice as
assessment but I use it more for treatment.”
Frank Conner, head of the Psychology
department is in charge of the speaker
series. This was the third installment of the
series of the semester which was titled: “Art
Therapy and the Expressive Arts: Knowing
Yourself Through Your Creative Side.” The
lecture took place Feb. 17, in the auditorium of the Applied Technology Center.
Petiet began by diving into the differences between art therapy and the expressive arts. Art therapy use’s art media,
“anything that you could use to create visual
arts.” This means things like sculpting,
drawing, painting, pastels, and collages. She
followed by explaining that the expressive
arts use music, writing, poetry, drama and
a brief history of art therapy and expressive
arts.
Petiet gave everyone some paper and
crayons for the two exercises the audience
was able to participate in. The first exercise
was meant to make everyone comfortable
with the speaker and the subject matter.
Petiet had everyone hum to the tune of
happy birthday while drawing scribbles
with their eyes closed.
Before starting the second exercise she
showed of some of her client’s artwork,
and explained their situations. Varying in
gender, age, economic status, and they all
showed positive results in their art therapy
sessions.
Most of the students were confused
when they were asked to draw something
they were thinking about while listening to
Beethoven for a few minutes for the second
exercise. During the discussion afterwards,
a couple students said they weren’t used to
being told to perform a task with such little
guidelines, when in college there seems to
be a right and particular way to do everything.
During the Q&A at the end of the presentation the audience found out that art therapy is used in other places in the world.
Petiet explained how art therapists “went
into war torn countries and worked with
the children, these kids can’t speak English
but they put their experience’s on paper and
draw them, and it was very relieving for
them.”

FCC to vote on broadband classification, net neutrality
about ensuring that the internet slows down traffic to and from a particular
remains free of backroom deals web service. In 2013, Comcast users saw a
between corporations by providing sharp increase in the amount of buffering
The FCC is currently considering new rules on Internet service
government oversight and protec- while watching videos on Netflix. Although
providers that will determine whether they can charge content
tion for both web services like this was technically not a case of throtproviders for faster Internet speeds.
tling, but rather a more complicated way to
Netflix and consumers.
Net neutrality
Tiered Internet
In addition to making ISPs slow down traffic, the result was the same.
common carriers, Wheeler also Comcast was intentionally slowing Netflix
announced rules that would traffic in the hopes of getting paid by Netflix
to allow the traffic through in the same way
further the cause of net neutrality.
“I am submitting to my as all other traffic and how it had before
colleagues the strongest open Comcast decided to slow down Netflix.
internet protections ever proposed Eventually, Netflix paid Comcast to re-open
by the FCC,” Wheeler wrote. the gates.
This is increasingly important as more
“These enforceable, bright-line
rules will ban paid prioritization, original video content goes online first.
and the blocking and throttling of Since the parent companies of many ISPs
also own film studios and television stations,
lawful content and services.”
Net neutrality is the princi- it would be a bit monopolistic to throttle
All legal content on
Some content is faster
pal that all traffic on the internet competitors like Netflix and Amazon Video
the internet is
or slower –a process
should be allowed whatever speed or give priority to video streaming sites it
accessible and no
called “throttling”– or
it is capable of traveling on a given may have a financial stake in.
content is provided at
blocked based on fees
Some portions of net neutrality are
network. Because ISPs bear the
faster or slower
paid by content
speeds than the rest.
providers to Internet
cost of hosting internet traffic, they already in place. According to Wheeler,
service providers.
would prefer to charge more for if the FCC didn’t provide net neutrality
Source: White House, FCC
certain high-usage service. Some protections, “your internet service provider
Graphic: Staff, Tribune News Service
providers are already putting caps doesn’t already charge you extra for running
on how much data their customers Skype or a virtual private network, or even
a router.”
can use each month.
By Chris Powers
Net neutrality became part of the
When discussing net neutrality, Netflix
Special Projects Editor
is often given as an example of high band- national conversation last June when John
Federal Communication Commission width usage. According to a 2014 report Oliver dissected the issue on his HBO series
Chairman Tom Wheeler plans to reclassify by network equipment vendor Sandvine, “Last Week Tonight.” During the segment,
broadband providers as common carriers Netflix uses more than one-third of the he urged his viewers to comment on an FCC
and forward the cause of net neutrality by total bandwidth of North America’s internet public comments section on net neutrality.
The video went viral. People flooded the
establishing new federal rules for how inter- during primetime.
Paid prioritization is when one web message board, crashing FCC servers.
net service providers (ISPs) can shape trafThis overwhelming support factored
service pays to give their content priority
fic on its network.
The FCC is given the authority to clas- on an ISP’s network in order to discourage into Wheeler’s decision. “This proposal is
sify communications companies under Title the use of its competitor. For example, if rooted in long-standing regulatory prinII of the Communications Act of 1934. Title Hulu wanted to pay AT&T to give its service ciples, marketplace experience, and public
II allows for the creation of common carri- priority, AT&T would open up a fast lane input received over the last several months,”
ers, also known as public utilities. Currently, for Hulu’s traffic. When congestion occurs, Wheeler wrote.
The FCC will vote on whether or not to
broadband providers like Comcast and such as when everyone in a neighborhood is
Charter are not required to allow others’ home watching videos on Netflix and Hulu, implement the proposal Feb. 26. Congress
traffic on its wires. AT&T was a company those users watching Hulu would be given weighs in on the topic the day before. If the
affected by this rule and Wheeler asserts priority and Netflix would buffer because proposal passes, ISPs will likely file suit and
that it was this reclassification that allowed there’s not enough bandwidth to go around. the battle will continue in the courts.
Throttling is when an ISP intentionally
the birth of the internet.
“The internet wouldn’t have emerged
as it did, for instance, if the FCC hadn’t
mandated open access for network equipRegulations and court decisions over whether the Federal Communications Commission has the
ment in the late 1960s. Before then, AT&T
authority to regulate Internet service providers.
prohibited anyone from attaching nonJan. 15, 2014:
April 6, 2010: A
Feb. 8, 2004: The FCC
AT&T equipment to the network,” Wheeler
A federal court rules that the
federal court rules
announces the principles
wrote in an opinion piece for Wired.
FCC cannot regulate ISPs
that the FCC has no
for “Network Freedom,”
By making broadband providers
because they are not “common
authority to ISPs from
which include access to
common carriers, net neutrality propocarriers” under Title II of the
slowing or blocking
content and
nents believe the openness that created
Communications Act of 1934.
access to content.
transperancy.
competition in the telephone industry will
repeat itself in the broadband industry. This
2004
2005
2010
2014
announcement stopped short of “last-mile
unbundling” that would open up the sort of
Sept. 10, 2014:
Nov. 10, 2014:
Sept. 23, 2005: The FCC’s Dec. 23, 2010: The
true competition that would, for example,
A day of Internet slowdown President Barack
network principles are
FCC releases the
allow Charter to be able to provide broadis organized by neutrality
Obama asks the
modified to state that
Open Internet Order,
band service on Comcast’s lines.
supporters, with thousands FCC to declare
consumers are entitled to
a new set of rules
Hoping to preserve incentives for ISPs
of sites symbolically
ISPs common
competition among
prohibiting the
to invest in their networks, “there will be
displaying a “loading”
carriers under
Internet service providers
blocking and
no rate regulation, no tariffs, no last-mile
symbol and encouraging
Title II.
and content providers.
discrimination of data.
unbundling,” Wheeler wrote.
visitors to contact the FCC.
Source: FCC, White House, court documents
The Feb. 4 announcement was more
Graphic: Tyler Davis, Tribune News Service

Net neutrality

Net neutrality rules
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EDITORIAL

Passive-aggression will get us nowhere
When Grand Rapids Community
College Board of Trustees member
Richard Ryskamp proposed a new
policy at the most recent board meeting
he was met with a great deal of criticism
and resistance.
Usually when Ryskamp and members
of the board disagree it has to do with
issues of diversity, especially those that
challenge his worldview.
This time the issue was his Respect
for Law Executive Limitations Policy,
a document that took Ryskamp almost
two years to put together, which he
explained as an extension of current
board policy, requiring the president of
the college to inform the board of illegal
activity happening at the college and the
steps being taken to correct the problem.
While the board raised many
concerns with the policy, including
redundancy, the main problem was the
wording of the document. Trustee Deb
Bailey noted that the policy made it
sound like the president has the power
to control whether or not illegal activity
takes place and current GRCC president
Steven Ender agreed with her.
When Ender suggested to trustee
Ellen James that she ask for an amendment to the policy, it seemed like the
problem had been solved. All that
needed to happen was for Ryskamp to
accept the amendment and rewrite one
sentence.
Ryskamp flatly denied the request,
saying the time to call for amendments
was some point in the last two years,
while he was working on the document.
After three quarters of an hour of
discussion, clarification and passiveaggressive posturing on all sides, the
policy was voted down.
According to Ryskamp, the fact that
the policy was not voted in to place

means that the board is allowing illegal
activity to take place, as long as it does
not pertain to the treatment of people.
Following that logic any other type of
illegal activity - tax fraud, public health,
safety, sanitation - are approved by the
board.
If he had agreed to reword the one
sentence that other board members, and
the president, felt was concerning the
policy probably would have passed.
This was all precious time spent by
the board, a board that only meets once
a month to discuss matters important to
the college. When time is spent on insignificant topics, it takes away from the
mission of the board.
The Board of Trustees and administration at GRCC claim to put student
interests above all else and this is true
most of the time, but arguing over the
legitimacy or redundancy of policies
that do not affect students learning or
experience at the college seem to counteract this statement.
The board should be discussing ways
that they can become more involved in
the campus community and how to get
rid of the “high school with no friends”
stigma attached to GRCC.
The board should become more
involved with the students and not just
receive monthly reports on what the
administration thinks the students think
and the students must be vocal about
what they want.
There are plenty of activities on
campus for students to get the most out
of their time at GRCC. The board needs
to find a way to engage the interest of
students who seem to be growing more
apathetic and the students have to want
it for themselves, because if they don’t,
there is nothing the board can do, short
of throwing $100 bills off the roof of the
Main Building to get students’ attention.

Editorial Cartoon courtesy Tribune News Service

Fifty Shades of Disappointment
to agree. The movie is disappointing.
The acting is definitely awkward.
The pacing is slow, and the plot is
undeveloped. However, I’m here to
address and counter the idea that
a movie full of sexual activity isn’t
socially appropriate.
Let me just note that I thought the
movie would be a little more crude in
this aspect than it actually was, due
to commentary about it. Why people
are still taboo about this subject, I’m
not sure. There are so many different
avenues that promote issues society
should also be concerned with such
as video games promoting violence,
music promoting excessive drug use
and drinking, and sexual violence in
general.
Humans are naturally sexual
beings. It is a part of life, and will
always be. The more society shies
away from it, the more likely it is
to remain a hot topic. But in today’s
day and age, more and more people
are starting to become comfortable
with embracing sensuality. For me,
that’s what the movie was aiming
at. Sure, it represents this in a less
COURTESY PHOTO than honorable way, maybe, or goes
against the norms for most people,
but it’s also just a story being told.
It’s a little exaggerated and harsh for
people to think “Fifty Shades of Grey” is
By Kalah Amash
promoting rape or sex slavery, which is
Collegiate Staff
another issue we should be focused on
curing.
Everything in the movie is consensual,
With all of the hype and anticipation
about the release of “Fifty Shades of and safety is made a priority. There is defiGrey,” I repeatedly told myself I wouldn’t nitely a difference between consent and
being forced to do something. Women are
join the flock and go watch the film.
For me, it was more about the fact often looked down upon for expressing
that I didn’t want to be a part of the band- sex appeal because we unfortunately live
wagon, especially since I still hadn’t read in a society where doing so can promote
the book. For others, it was the fact that unwanted attention, specifically from the
the movie is full of explicit sexual content male gender. I do not think this is fair, and
that shouldn’t have been brought to it shouldn’t define a woman’s worth or
value.
theaters.
I do think women have to be responThe controversy seemed to keep heating up throughout the media, so I gave in. sible for their part too, and carry themI purchased a ticket and was ready to selves as classy when conveying their
brave the movie that’s been booming at femininity and all that that entails.
Although the excitement of “Fifty
the box office. I wasn’t quite sure what to
Shades of Grey” led to an all time crash for
expect.
From disappointment to triumph, the myself, the movie did make a bold step. It
feedback I’ve heard about the film repre- redefines the meaning of sensuality in a
sents two opposite ends of the spectrum. progressive way, more than degrading it.
Clearly, there is no in between and I have

What’s all the fuss about, anyway?
By Amelia Eck
Collegiate Staff

The Collegiate
Grand Rapids Community College Student Newspaper
Your news. Your source. Your story.
Sean P. Mulhall
Editor-in-Chief

Zachary Watkins
Sports Editor

Jacquelyn Zeman
Chief Web Editor

Chris Powers
Special Projects/
Layout Editor

Kayla Tucker
A&E/Features Editor

Jonathan D. Lopez
Photo Editor

Michael Julien
Multimedia/
Hannah Cluley
Pagination Editor
Advertising Manager
Jennifer Ackerman-Haywood
Faculty Adviser

Tinder is the new “shiny toy” app that
has swept the attention of countless men
and women around the globe.
The concept of swiping one direction or
another based on how you think a person
looks sounds degrading, and it is. I will
not beat around
the bush; I, too,
had Tinder at one
point. I ended up
deleting it after
about a month
because what I
experienced was
displeasing.
If a person
swipes right on
someone
they
think is worthy,
and that same
person
swipes
right back, it’s
a match. That
simply means that
the duo may begin
chatting. Chatting
can lead to meeting up or potentially, a relationship.
A couple of my friends have actually met
their significant others on Tinder. At first, it
starts as a fun way to see prospective men
or women in the area. It is instantly gratifying to a person’s esteem when they receive
news that someone thinks they are attractive. After experiencing this app and seeing

what it truly entails, I believe that a lot of
users have changed their mind, as I have.
I understand the idea of Tinder. It is
supposed to help people meet their “true
love” without the awkward face-to-face
interaction that the rest of us are used to.
However, the reality is that not all Tinder
users want to find true love. Often times,
people’s biographies (a profile under the
person’s picture that says a thing or two
about them) blatantly state, “Swipe left if
you have a child,” or
“I’m not looking for
a long relationship…
I just want someone
who will hook up.”
There are stories
about people who
have matched meeting up, and the
person they thought
they were meeting looks nothing
like the person they
actually met. I think
situations like that
raise a cause for
concern for dangerous predators that
could be using this
site for alarming
reasons.
Elements like that are what makes
Tinder a distasteful social media site. For
me, as a teen, I am shocked that it has
reached the pinnacle that it has. Our generation will be losing some crucial, embarrassing social interactions that most teenagers should have to endure when meeting
potential boyfriends or girlfriends.
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STUDENT LIFE

THIRD SHIFT WORKERS FEEL THE EFFECTS OF CRAZY SCHEDULE
By Mary Rienks
Collegiate Staff

Many college students work while going
to school. Most try to work part-time while
others are forced to work full-time and have
to work strange hours just to pay their bills.
Some end up working third shift, then go
to school during the day when they should
be sleeping. They feel the effects of working
third shift and going to school full time. The
strains that many of these students have in
their lives include social life, relationships,
schoolwork, sleep and pets among many
others.
Many try to work first shift and go to
school, but most classes are during the
morning and they don’t have a meeting
time at night. These students are faced with
switching to third or second shift so that
they are able to get into the morning classes
needed for their degree.
When a student gets to be a third shifter
everything changes because they are working when they should be sleeping and don’t
get enough sleep during the week.
Dr. Leisha Cuddihy, sleep psychologist
at Spectrum Health, said that students who
work third shift have to deal with drowsiness at times during their life when it may
be really inconvenient, but they must learn
to work around it.
There are many pros and cons to working third shift and going to school full time.
The pros include higher shift pay and being
off the clock to attend daytime classes.
Some of the cons of working third shift
are fatigue, having to sleep during the day,
higher risk of getting sick and bone and
muscle aches.
In addition to the inconvenience of their
schedules, Cuddihy said third-shifters have
to deal with the short and long term effects
of working at night. According to Cuddihy,
the effects including insomnia, stomach
problems and injuries are higher within the
first few hours of work.
Some of the long term effects are cardiovascular disease, diabetes, obesity, depression, gastro problems, strain on pregnancies and increase of the risk of cancer.
All of these students are pushed to the
edge physically and mentally. It is rare that
the hours of a third shifter do not effect
students work them.
“I don’t feel it mentally, but physically I

CLAY ILLUSTRATION & PHOTO BY JONATHAN D. LOPEZ/PHOTO EDITOR

Many college students try to work while going to school. Some work third shift and typically end up taking classes when
they should be sleeping.
do,” said Kyle Sasutona, 19, a Grand Rapids
Community College student who works
third shift. “I usually do workout training to
stay healthy and in shape.”
Eating healthy and staying in shape
are great ways for a student to not feel the
extreme effects of working third shift.
Everything changes during the work/
school week, like sleep and study tactics
during exam week.
“When it came to exam week, I went and
asked my professors for my study guides a

few days early before they are handed out,”
Sasutona said. “I could use my time wisely
to study and be ahead on my studying and
still try and get a good rest when exam day
came around.”
Getting study guides a few days before
they are given out gives the student a chance
to pull together all of their notes to study.
Dennis Sutton, communications professor at GRCC advises students who work
third shift to not “bite off more than they
can chew.”

“There is a limit to how much you can
do and as far as I can tell there are still only
24 hours in a day,” Sutton said. “Cutting
back on things like family, sleep, and even
down time takes a toll, both physically and
mentally. I appreciate that for them school
may be a vehicle to change their career
options, but make sure you can handle the
load … Just realize college for some needs
to be a marathon and not a sprint.”

FASHION

Conscientious clothes at Clothing Matters
toxin-free,
pure
and
economically
sustainable clothing
that works well with
a fashionable wardrobe.
Founded in 1996
by Marta Swain,
Clothing
Matters
has provided a firstrate collection of
quality
manufactured apparel for
functional,
stylish
and budget-friendly
economical clothing.
“Our clientele are
not wealthy people,”
JONATHAN D. LOPEZ/PHOTO EDITOR Swain said. “It’s not a
certain income but it
Clothing Matters features attire with natural substitutes for
is a diverse clientele,
popular synthetic textiles and free trade products.
more diverse than
we could ever imagine having the privilege of serving.”
By Victoria Thornton
Now in its 19th year, Clothing Matters
Collegiate Staff
continues its dedication to preventing polluMany college students have learned tion and conserving resources. The company
about the environment since they first has partnered with over 100 designers, such
entered school and have been pushed to live as TOMS and Yana Dee who are committed
to the same practices.
a more eco-conscious lifestyle.
Clothing Matters has mastered the
The healthy living lifestyle has been
increasing in popularity over the years but balance between sustainability and fashion
for those who favor sustainability, fashion- with a variety of clothing types.
“We’ll make it easier for you to get
able clothing is limited. Clothing Matters,
a local clothing store has undertaken this dressed, look better than you have to and be
mission by providing Grand Rapids with more comfortable than you have ever been,”

Swain said.
Hemp, soy, bamboo, wool, recycled fibers
and organic cotton are some materials used
by Clothing Matters
to support the local
and global economy.
While “going green”
is
nothing
new
to people around
the world, Grand
Rapids was named
“America’s Greenest
City”
by
Fast
Company Magazine
and is recognized
Swain
by the U.S. Green
Business
Council
(USBC) as having the most Leadership in
Energy and Environmental Design (LEED)
buildings per capita as of Fall 2014.
To read more about Grand Rapids’
sustainable efforts, visit experiencegr.com.
Because Grand Rapids is specifically
familiar with economical improvement,
Swain and her company continue to flourish with a clientele of all ages including the
college community.
“I’ve got so many compliments on things
I’ve bought from Clothing Matters,” said Meg
Treiber, Grand Rapids Community College
student and frequent Clothing matters shopper. “You can modify anything here to the
way that you dress because so many pieces
are versatile and they are so comfortable
that my pajamas are the same as my work
clothes.”
The apparel at Clothing Matters is high in

variety including headbands, jewelry, shoes,
tops, and more. There is a large selection of
men’s and women’s apparel. Everything in
the store is aimed to serve three, if not four
seasons.
Danielle Haik, four year employee and
14-year customer explains the importance
of her employment.
“I am very passionate about the earth
and our bodies,” Haik said. “Working in a
community that I live in to support local
businesses is very important. I tell people to
come play dress up with me. I love clothes.
When I was younger I changed my clothes
like 5 times a day.”
Haik favors her Indigenous Designs
sweaters from Clothing Matters for the
amount of compliments she receives and
seasonal versatility. Indigenous sweaters are
fashionable and ethically made from organic
cotton or Alpaca fleece. Indigenous Designs
participates in organic, fair-trade fashions.
The goal of Swain and her team of
associates is to educate the public on the
amount of toxicity in clothes and send
customers home with sustainably manufactured apparel that looks and feels good.
Clothing Matters has achieved this goal as
the shop continues to thrive even after it’s
19 years of business, receiving multiple
awards throughout the years like the Townie
Award for Best Clothing Store and a Green
Champion Award.
To learn more stop into Clothing Matters,
located at 141 Diamond Ave SE, Grand
Rapids or visit the website at clothingmatters.net.
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Tinder: Long term love or a one night
Nam stand?
e, Ag
e

Either you love it, hate it, or could care less about it. Whether you’re on the Tinder wagon or not, the reality is that today’s
growing technology is opening many doors for us, and fast. All around campus, students are swiping left and right, making
weighted decisions after viewing just a photo and a name.

The Basics

GRCC students told us
“I think it kind of sounds
dangerous…Personally, I’m not opposed to
online dating or people
finding themselves
through that way but it
almost seems like it’s going too far.”
Jacob,
Name, 19
Age

0

0

“I think Tinder is
completely ridiculous
because you’re basically
just going to hook up with
people...We’re losing our
people skills.”

0

0

“People are too
desperate…to swipe a
picture for a boyfriend
or a girlfriend, that’s
pathetic.”

0

0

Tinder 101

•
•
•

Swipe right - Like the profile
Swipe left - Reject the profile
Click on the current photo to see more pictures and a profile
summary.
Profiles are linked to your Facebook to get information about
interests and Friends, but other users can’t connect back to
your Facebook account.
All users are listed by first name and age only.

•
•

•
•
•
•
•

Tinder Turn-offs

Drinking
Naked photos
If you can’t see their face
More than one person in
the photo
Photos of kids

you to message each other
and view each other’s
“Moments” - photo statuses
that can be uploaded from
your phone.
So, is Tinder good or bad?
According to Jarrod S., 25,
a Grand Rapids Community
College student, it’s really
up to the user on what they
choose to make of it.
“It depends on how serious you want to take it,”
said Jarrod S., who has had
success making friends and,
sometimes,
relationships
through Tinder, which he
describes as a “tool” to be
used whichever way the user
decides. “It just depends on
the person and what you’re
looking for and what the
other person is (looking for).
It isn’t just a magic kind of
thing.”

What does this say about our society?

Hayley,
19
Name, Age

Tiffany,
Name, 22
Age

So here’s how it works.
First off, you must be at
least 18 years of age and
a Facebook account is
required. Write up a bio
about yourself and then pick
your interests.
After you’ve created what
you want others to see from
you, it’s time to see who’s in
your area. The “home page”
is essentially a list of people
that fit within your age and
distance preferences. By
tapping on a person’s photo,
multiple photos are available, the bio, and interests that you both have in
common, if any. If interested,
swipe right to “like” them. If
not, swipe left.
If someone “likes” you
back, you both will receive
a notification saying that
you are a match, enabling

•
•
•
•

That the age doesn’t
match the photos
Photos of cars or scenes
Photoshop
Fake profiles and sketchy
links

Does the Tinder revolution
forecast a day when nobody
meets in person? Or, is our
society continuing a constant
social cycle, but with the help
of more technology? Only
time can tell.
Danielle Leek, Associate
Professor in the School of
Communications at Grand
Valley State University, said that
how we perceive others today
is no different than how it used
to be.
“I don’t think that that’s
any different than how it used
to be when a woman or a
man, whether gay, straight,
or otherwise would stand at a
party and look at people and
(decide) at first glance: yes,
no, yes, no, yes, no,” Leek said.
“In that situation, you’re kind
of forced to talk to that person
a little bit more...(now, Tinder)
decreases the opportunities
people have to actually talk
with someone else because it
helps to narrow the range of
people that you’ll talk to.”
It’s not necessarily a bad

thing, though, the fact that we
are glued to our phones more
than ever before. According
to Leek, people of our generation are more likely to know
someone after a few minutes
of “profile stalking” than a
whole semester of sitting next
to them in class.
“We are totally what is
on our phones,” Leek said.
“It’s become an extension of
ourselves.”
To sum it up, Tinder is just the
next step in online dating, the
only difference being that it’s
faster, more accessible, and
the swiper has total control of
who they might match up with.
The longing for love will never
go away, the technology innovators will simply further the
path to make that task easier.
“People feel like they want
to be with the right one,” Leek
said. “People don’t feel like
they have to settle anymore...
it’s one more avenue that
people can use to see if there
is somebody out there that is a
connection to them.”

Name,
Age
By Kayla
Tucker
Name,
Age
Name,
Age
A&E/Features Editor

0

Those who swiped right
and never looked back
While Tinder may seem
shallow to many, some
users are finding happiness
with the matches they’re
making.
Bruce Jones, a 26-yearold GRCC student, has
been with his girlfriend for
nine months, and they have
Tinder to thank. Jones said
he originally met his girlfriend at a bar. After losing
track of each other, the
couple reconnected after
they both swiped right, and
the rest is history.
“I don’t think we probably would have ended up
dating without the app,”
Jones said. “I think that was
just kind of the nudge that
let each other know that
we were attracted to each
other.”
Not only is the app
good at bringing people
together, or back together,
Tinder allows it to happen in
seconds.
“It’s a little faster and
easier to meet those people
you want to meet,” Jones
said.
Cody
Sackett,
19,
student at Central Michigan
University, met his boyfriend
Riley McEntire, 20, last
September after becoming
a Tinder match. After texting
for a couple months, they
met in person toward the
end of November.
“We started dating in
December,
and
we’ve
been together for almost
three months,” Sackett said.
“I think our relationship is
going pretty well. I’ve never
liked someone as much as I
like him.”
And as for those Tinder
horror stories, Sackett feels
he is lucky to have defied
the odds.
“I
don’t
encourage
people to meet on Tinder,

0
00

but I like to tell people my
experience, just so that they
know that there is another
option
of
what
could
happen,” Sackett said.
The key to finding a serious relationship, and not a
one night stand, is to “play
it out,” Sackett said. “If you
meet up with someone,
the pressure to hook-up is
higher. If you want to avoid
the people just trying to
hook up, make sure to read
their profiles.”
McEntire and Sackett
share the same mindset,
Tinder is in your control, it’s
what you want if you make
it.
“I still consider it a hook
up app,” McEntire said. “I
think it is what it is, but I think
Cody and I changed what
it meant to find someone. I
don’t think the perception
of Tinder has changed, I
don’t disagree with what it’s
used for. I consider it an app
with which to find strangers
that are interested in lots of
different things. But I didn’t
use it for that.”
Sackett feels that Tinder
offers an opportunity to
find love for those who may
have a hard time finding it.
“It’s harder to meet somebody in person that you
feel compatible with, especially if you’re homosexual,”
Sackett said. “I went to high
school somewhere where
only a few of the students
were openly homosexual,
and most of them were
taken. That made it difficult
to find someone near me to
date, since all of them were
dating each other, or dating
someone from a nearby
school.”
Both couples admitted
that they have deleted the
app now that they have
committed to each other.

0
0 0

0

GRCC students told us
“I think Tinder’s more
just kind of fun. For
me, I wouldn’t take it
seriously as a dating site
or anything. I just kind
of see it as a way to
see people, meet new
people and talk to new
people.”
Abby,
Name,19Age

Griffin,
Name,19
Age

0

0

0

0

“I think a lot of people
these days are using
Tinder for casual sex…I
don’t judge people on
it…I don’t think it sways
(good or bad) either way.
I think anything can be
good or bad based on
how we use it. But I really
think that it can further us,
we just have to make sure
we’re doing it right.”

“It’s more than just
a romantic feel kind
of thing. It’s if you’re
bored, more or less,
and you want to talk to
somebody, and it can go
further from there.”

Jarrod,
Name, 25
Age

0

Tinder Safety

0

There are always possible dangers when dealing with someone you have never met. When you decide to meet up
with someone on Tinder, you sign off to the risk that comes
with online relationships.
“It boils down to common sense,” GRCC Police Lieutenant
Jeffrey Hertel said. “You don’t really know who’s walking in
the door.”
Here are a few things to remember before going on your
first Tinder date, courtesy of the GRCC Police Department.
1. Meet in public.
2. Tell a friend where you’re going and who you’ll be
with.
3. Don’t give out more information than necessary.
4. Don’t assume that this person is who they say they
are.
5. Don’t leave any drinks or items unattended.

10

FEATURES

February 25, 2015

GRAND RAPIDS

Snow won’t stop diehard Michigan bicyclists
Additionally, it
is illegal to bike on
sidewalks in parts
of downtown Grand
Rapids.
No matter how
strong a bicyclist’s
will may be, the
weather conditions
ultimately dictate
his or her ability to
ride at all.
“Everyday
it’s a new condition,” Bearup said.
“There’s a lot of
planning that goes
into it besides just
getting out and
riding.”
Bearup keeps a
close eye on wind
speed and direction
on his phone. His
thick, three inch
tires are significantly affected by
wind more than the
narrow tires of a
road bike. A strong
crosswind
could
PHOTO ILLUSTRATION BY JONATHAN D. LOPEZ/PHOTO EDTOR
quickly push his
bicycle into the path
Tim Bearup riding his winterized bicycle on S. Division Ave. in subzero windchills.
of a car or toward an
icy shoulder.
The main weather deterrent for Falls is
air off of my skin.”
By Jonathan D. Lopez
Fortunately, finding windproof outer- ice.
Photo Editor
Some bicyclists resort to installing studwear doesn’t need to be expensive accordCommuter bicyclists compose approxi- ing to Nathan Falls, 32, of Grand Rapids. To ded tires. While the studs give significantly
mately half of a percent of Michigan’s popu- protect himself against the wind, he wears more traction, it requires more effort to
lation, but only a handful persevere through a rain jacket and windproof pants over move forward. Regardless of how well the
the cold and grit of the winter months. Even his clothes for the two-mile ride to work bicyclist is able to grip, it won’t stop a car
with the lowest gas prices in years, bicyclists at Central District Cyclery, located at 52 from sliding through an intersection.
“Riding on solid ice, the biggest issue (is)
Monroe Center St NW.
can be spotted riding down snowy roads.
“If I’m working here or I’m going some- that if I can’t keep a straight line, I can’t trust
“I’ve just committed myself to ride everyday,” said Tim Bearup, 32, of Wyoming. “Ever where, I’ll wear anything I would have a car to give me enough room,” Falls said.
Given all the dangers of biking in the
since I bought (my new bike), I have not normally worn underneath a standard winter
winter, some might ask the question: Why
jacket,” Falls said.
driven to work.”
Despite wearing a light amount of cloth- would anyone do it?
This year marks his fourth winter of
For some, it’s all about the experience.
biking. Each week, Bearup travels around ing, both stay relatively warm on the ride to
“I felt that maybe I could shave a few
100 miles just commuting to work. Each work from the physical exertion. Becoming
way is about 40 to 50 minutes in winter too warm is dangerous when biking as it dollars off gas here, and now … I’m to the
point where I really don’t like driving and I
leads to sweating and getting chilled.
conditions, traveling around 13 mph.
While facing cold temperatures can would rather ride my bike,” Bearup said.
Since last September, when he bought his
His passion for bikes has gotten the best
Surly Krampus, the only consistent use for be uncomfortable, riding alongside cars is
his car has been driving to the grocery store. nerve-racking, especially since drivers are of him, and has led him to purchase six bicyWhat may surprise onlookers the most not on the lookout for bicyclists during the cles, each serving a different purpose. It is
a definite loss of savings, but an abundant
is the lack of identifiably warm clothing. winter months.
Bike lanes are nearly non-existent as the source of entertainment that could have
On the day Bearup was interviewed by the
Collegiate, the windchill was 13 below zero roads narrow due to plowing and parked wound up in the gas tank of his car instead.
For others, it’s about being practical –
and exposed skin could be frostbitten in 30 cars, forcing bicyclists to occupy car lanes.
A common strategy is sticking to four-lane and loving it.
minutes.
“(It’s) a mixture of no parking places
Despite the arctic blast, what Bearup roads and side streets to avoid conflicts with
downtown and just enjoying being outside,”
wore to stay warm was minimal. He had on passing cars.
Despite the dangers of the road, the side- Falls said. “There is some fun, too, to go play
two pairs of winter biking tights, a windproof
in the snow on your way to work.”
jacket, gloves, and a face mask and goggles walks are typically not a better option.
Ultimately, both agreed that saving
“(Sidewalks will) either be really
to protect his face.
“What I found was that I don’t have to bumpy…or it’s three-quarters ice,” Bearup money wasn’t what compelled them to bike
in the winter.
stay warm,” Bearup said. “I have to keep the said.

“It’s the ability to not be stuck on a trainer
in front of my TV in the winter, and I’m still
outside going places,” Falls said.
People interested in purchasing a bike
suitable for all seasons have a few things to
consider
Falls suggested that people interested in
using cross bikes or road bikes should invest
in a second set of wider rims and tires with
grip for the winter.
Those interested in mountain bikes
should avoid using models with shocks as
salt can ruin the seal in a season or two.
Some bicyclists own a second fork without
shocks specifically for winter.
Last, people who believe that a fat bike
will be able to plow through deep snow will
be disappointed.
“You learn at some point that you’re
going to have to get off the bike and walk a
little bit,” Falls said.
Each bike has it’s disadvantages and
advantages. The destination and desired
speed will change which bike is best for the
occasion.

Winterize your bike
For individuals looking to winterize their
current bikes and stay warm, here are
some recommendations by Bearup and
Falls:
For your bike:
• Check brakes before each ride
• Check air pressure weekly - underinflate tires for better traction
• Wash your bike once or more per
week
• Clean, then lubricate your chain
weekly
• Lubricate brake and gear cables at
least once per month
• Consider sealing the inside of your
bike frame against rust if you own a
steel frame
• Carry de-icer if your derailleur spring
or brakes are prone to freezing
• Carry a plastic grocery bag for a
makeshift seat cover or wind barrier
in a pinch
For your safety:
• Always wear a helmet
• Wear windproof clothing, and cover
everything from head to toe
• Wear clothes with high visibility colors
• Use a front and back light during low
visibility conditions
• Check weather conditions before
each ride
• Listen for cars and check over your
shoulder every block
• Don’t ride on the wrong side of the
street
• Avoid frequently unplowed roads

GRAND RAPIDS

LaughFest to bring smiles to Grand Rapids this March
By Kayla Tucker

A&E/Features Editor
Gilda’s Club Grand Rapids is preparing for
some “seriously funny” Laughfest events this
March.
Laughfest is a 10-day festival that changes
each year. The fifth year is a celebration of
“five years of smiles in the community,” said
Joanne Roehm, Laughfest Festival Director.
There are more than 200 events, over 60 festival stages, and more than 100 performers.
“Over the course of the first four years
we have been able to deliver about a million
dollars back into the organization,” Roehm
said.
Last year around $250,000 was raised
during Laughfest.
Gilda’s Club Grand Rapids is a non-profit
organization part of over 50 national locations
called Cancer Support Communities that
provide emotional support to people living
with cancer and their surrounding family and
friends. Laughfest was founded out of GCGR
and is unique to the city.
All the money that is raised in Grand
Rapids through Gilda’s Club stays in West
Michigan and 100 percent of the profits go
to those needing emotional support. Since

2011, GCGR has been using Laughfest as a
tool to raise awareness and to “engage the
community in a dialogue about emotional
health,” Roehm said. In addition to emotional
support, GCGR also does grief support for
cancer related losses and provides community school programs.
Laughfest
started
out as an organization
with some explaining to
do, asking comedians to
come to Grand Rapids midwinter, sometimes during a
tour schedule, to do a show.
Now, Laughfest’s name has
gained significant recognition.
“Laughfest is now being
recognized as one of the best
and most attended festivals
across the country,” Roehm
s a i d .
“When we work with agents and artists,
they’re kind of pitching to us who they’d like
to see come to the festival.”
“We always listen to who the community
wants,” Roehm said, on the process of bringing comedians to Grand Rapids. “We really try
to look at different demographics of artists
and audiences to make sure there’s a little

something for everybody.”
Roehm said that there are scheduled
clean comics, shows appealing to college
students, families, kids, and adult shows, all
in the categories family friendly, clean adult,
rated R really, and mature.
Whether it’s stand-up, improv,
film, music, or dance, Laughfest
brings all types of comedy to
please almost any audience. Over
half of these shows are free.
Plans have just been
released for a world recordbreaking community kickoff on Mar. 5, at Rosa Parks
Circle, with the crowd wearing paper crowns. Amway
will be providing free hot
cocoa and hand-warmers.
“It’s not a comedy festival, it’s a festival
of laughter,” Roehm said.
There are a few free events being held
throughout the course of the festival. The 5K
FUNderwear Run will be held once again this
year for all ages, starting at the Grand Rapids
Community College Ford Fieldhouse, and the
Seriously Funny Family Adventure Challenge,
which will be a downtown race in the style
of “The Amazing Race,” will start and end

on the GRCC campus. The College Stand-Up
Showcase and College Improv Showcase will
feature performances from college students
statewide.
“Truly, the volunteers are at the heart of
who we are and what we do,” Roehm said.
Over 1,000 volunteers are recruited each
year. College students can find ways to give
back to the community and maybe see their
dream comedian’s live performance working
a show. For more information on volunteering for Laughfest 2015, see bit.ly/grcc-laughvolunteer.
“We are just committed to having a
line up that is diverse and fresh,” Roehm
said.
Some of this year’s big titles are George
Lopez, Wanda Sykes, Billy Gardell, Patton
Oswalt, Bo Burnham, Lavelle Crawford, and
Pete Holmes. Shows run from free to up to
$70 and are happening all over West Michigan,
downtown Grand Rapids, Holland, Lowell,
and Ada.
“We encourage everyone to come out and
have a great time during the month of March,”
Roehm said.
See laughfestgr.org for a list of all events
and show prices.
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Professor uses childhood experience to inspire students to pursue art
By Jacquelyn Zeman
Chief Web Editor

When she was 6 years old, Grand Rapids
Community College Professor Kimberly
Overdevest decided she wanted to be a
teacher and an artist. Overdevest credits
her interest in art to her grandmother, who
instilled a love for art in her.
“My very first memories about
anything are of her teaching me about art,”
Overdevest said. “Her teaching me about
van Gogh, Picasso and all the great artists…
I knew at a really young age art was going to
be it for me.”
Overdevest is from Grand Rapids,
but spent early years of her childhood in
Anderson, Indiana. She described herself as
“the artist in school” as she took art classes
through high school before deciding to take
her interest to the next level. She described
having a high school art teacher that would
not let her get away with “less than my ability.”
“While everyone else was doing a two
hour drawing, I was handing in a 20 minute
drawing,” Overdevest said. “It was better
than the others, but she would look at me
and say ‘that’s not your best work. Go back
and do it for me again because I know you
can do better than that.’ She was calling me
out…I love her for that.”
Overdevest ended up going to Kendall
College of Art & Design to study for her
bachelor’s degree in fine arts, with a focus in
graphic design. There she mostly focused on
studio art, illustration and graphic design.
“For me I had a great inability to feel
confident in my talent,” Overdevest said.
“At some point I knew that was not going to
be the route for me, but at the same time I
knew that art was going to be very much a
part of who I was…I believe if you pursue
your passion, the universe will reward you
in some way.”
Overdevest went back to school for a
second bachelor’s, this time in Art History,
at Kendall. At the time they had just started
the Art History program. After attending
Kendall’s program, she went to University of
Madison, earning a Masters of Arts in 2003.
There she realized that what she truly loved
was reading about other artists.
“I really liked getting in their heads…
reading about their trials and tribulations,”
Overdevest said.
Throughout her time in college,
Overdevest participated in two different
study abroad programs, both of which were
trips that took students to many different
cities in Europe to see and study the art
and architecture. She said the most priceless thing for her was not seeing the art, but
seeing her own passion through another
culture’s lens.
“I could talk about it forever because
it was such a life changing experience,”
Overdevest said. “If I had my way every

student would take
a study abroad
class, because it
shrinks the world
down…none of us
are different from
each other.”
After
earning her master’s
degree, Overdevest
embarked on her
first teaching experience in New York
City as a graduate
student, where she
was studying at The
Graduate
Center
of
CUNY
(The
City University of
New York). She
described her experience there as an
epiphany of what
she should be doing.
“I took a job as a
teaching assistant,”
Overdevest said. “I
just was hooked.
I loved teaching
people about the
JONATHAN D. LOPEZ/PHOTO EDITOR
artists,
teaching
students
about
Overdevest has been teaching art history at GRCC since 2006.
how to relate to the
images,
teaching
them about history
Overdevest said that she understands
just helps promote art.”
through art, and art through history.”
Overdevest said she also thinks it is that it is hard to be an art student because
Overdevest taught at several different
institutions while she was there studying for great for students to expand their knowl- of the stereotypes people have, that artists
her Ph.D. She discovered that teaching art edge of the art world and of other people don’t make any money.
“We still have this very misled stereotype
was her real passion. Overdevest received through art.
“It is a great way for students to that artists aren’t employable,” Overdevest
an ABD (all but dissertation) and an MPhil
(which is the equivalent to Ph.D work with perhaps…see themselves in (other artists), said. “If a student wants to go into art, and
no dissertation) from The Grad Center of and learn from that,” Overdevest said. “I parents say there is no money in art, and
CUNY. She ended up moving back to Grand think it is a great way for students to see they are not going to support that…I think
Rapids when she was doing work on her artists who have came from all over the that stereotype that needs to be dismissed.
“I understand that someone who is going
world…I think it can be quite inspiring.”
dissertation.
Hannah Tawney, 20, a former student into the ‘STEM’ (science, technology, engiThe job at GRCC opened up in 2006.
Overdevest decided to move back because of Overdevest’s said she would do all sorts neering, math, medicine) education…that
of activities in class to help her students might seem more lucrative…to steer away
she is a “Midwestern girl.”
from going into art because money cannot
“She is a master of story telling, making remember the material they were learning.
“One time she was attempting to recre- be made there, or you cannot find a lucraart and history come together,” said GRCC
French professor Hillery Haney. “Her enthu- ate the pose in a painting to explain why tive position, I think that is a big hurdle that
siasm and committed belief that students the person was posed that way… (she is) students need to overcome.”
Overdevest said to her, some of the most
should all experience an international passionate and knowledgeable about art
history and shows it during class,” Tawney interesting art is from artists who use their
education is unwavering.”
As someone who considers herself a said. “She is easy to talk to and is always art as social or political weapons.
“Those (who) use their art to bring
Grand Rapids native, Overdevest is a fan willing to help students.”
Taylor Sirard, 21, had a class taught by about social change, or to call attention to
of ArtPrize. She says she loves to see the
Overdevest each semester at GRCC. Sirard some great social wrong that needs to be
“good, bad, and ugly of ArtPrize.”
“To focus on art, how wonderful,” credits her to having a “great effect on my corrected,” Overdevest said.
Overdevest teaches classes in the visual
Overdevest said. “At a time when art work as an artist.”
“She turned what could be a boring, arts department at GRCC, and will be
programs are being cut…to bring the focus
back on art, I think is great. I love it all… typical lecture into an interesting and inter- co-leading the France Study Away trip this
to have Rick DeVos start this, to have it active experience,” Sirard said. “She has a coming May. Overdevest has a 6-year-old
become what it has…and have a sense of passion for what she does, and it shows in daughter, Fiona, with whom she spends her
community develop because of this, even her teaching methods. Professor O was, and time drawing and painting, as well as teachjust the discussions and conversations that remains the best professor I’ve ever had. I ing her about art.
are going on about art…the controversies am so thankful for her.”
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Trivia Crack: more addictive than Jeopardy?
By Corey Tucker

Collegiate Staff
If you’re are packed full of random
knowledge, but sick of getting no love when
you shout the correct answer at the television when Alex Trebek asks a question on
“Jeopardy,” then maybe Trivia Crack is the
app for you.
Trivia Crack, a game developed by
Argentinian app developer, Etermax, is
giving people a new reason to keep their
eyes glued to their hand held devices. The
fittingly named app lets you challenge
friends and random opponents for knowledge bragging rights in six different categories that include art, history, science, geography, entertainment, and sports.
The game begins with a trophy icon
symbolizing each category. To obtain a
trophy for one of those categories, a player
must first answer three random questions
correctly that come from spinning a colorful wheel that lands on an icon representing one of the six subjects. After doing so,
the player gets to choose what subject the
trophy question comes from. If a player
answers the trophy questions correctly, he

or she obtains the trophy for that subject. A
player is not the winner until he or she gets
a trophy for each category. Players can also
steal a trophy that an opponent has already
obtained by challenging them in a game that
tests who can answer twelve random
questions the fastest.
Not only does Trivia Crack
let people challenge friends
to see who knows more
random facts, it also keeps
the circulation of questions fresh by allowing
participants
to
create
their own questions in the
game’s question factory. That
aspect is one that second-year
accounting major, Matt Cutting,
really enjoys.
“I have had three-thousand different questions and I have not dealt with any
repeated questions,” Cutting said. “You have
games like Trivial Pursuit and if you play it
enough times you get repeat questions.”
Moreover, you can rate already submitted questions that have been produced by
other players around the world. Questions
that receive an 80% approval rating or better

are then put into the massive rotation of
Trivia Crack questions.
After it was released last fall, Trivia
Crack raced to the top of the app charts,
topping the likes of Candy Crush, Instagram,
and Facebook Messenger. However
it’s not the trivia itself that makes
the game so popular. When
European gaming website
Pocket gamer interviewed
Etermax Creative Director
Ezequiel Motillo, he emphasized how he didn’t want
to just create a game, he
wanted to create a brand.
“The challenge was creating a brand rather than just a
game,” Motillo said. “The visual
identity for the game has been key
for our other businesses. We have created
a toy line, an apparel line, and TV shows on
broadcast television based on the game.”
Trivia Crack does carry a rather lighthearted visual appeal. Every category
of trivia is represented by a mascot. The
history category is represented by a cartoon
style ancient army battle helmet, the
science category is represented by a little

beaker with a face, and the sports category
is symbolized by a little football with a missing a tooth. The colorful wheel that you spin
to receive questions has its own face that
can be visually appealing to contestants.
One of the more surprising aspects of
Trivia Crack does not lie within the game
play, but where the game was created.
Etermax, the company that created Trivia
Crack and games like Word Crack and
Bingo Crack, is a company located in
Buenos Aires, Argentina. GRCC Student and
Exercise Science major, Rebecca Mitchell,
was surprised by this fact, as well.
“That’s awesome,” Mitchell said, “You’d
think it would have come from where most
of the other apps come from, Silicon Valley.”
The downside to Trivia Crack is one
that comes with a lot of the free apps on
the market: advertising. Most of the time,
after answering a question while playing
Trivia Crack, an ad that features Kate Upton
as a philosophical war general will appear
promoting another game known as Game
of War: Fire Age. The thing is, these ads are
what keeps the game free. Players annoyed
by the ads can pay a fee of $2.99 and play an
ad free version of Trivia Crack.
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STRETCH YOURSELF
NOT YOUR FINANCES.
Whether you’re looking for a new career, a way to increase
your worth in your current job, or the opportunity to finish
something you started, look no further. A bachelor’s degree
from Ferris State University is available to you, right here
at Grand Rapids Community College. Our partnership with
GRCC makes it possible to pursue your degree without giving
up your community of support. Earn both Ferris and GRCC
credit without leaving GRCC or breaking the bank. Work with
people locally who care. Stretch yourself by attending the
number one choice of adult and transfer students in Michigan.
Visit ferris.edu/grandrapids.

BACHELOR’S DEGREES
Business Administration
Business Administration - Professional Track
Computer Information Systems
Computer Information Technology
Construction Management
Criminal Justice
Digital Animation and Game Design
Digital Media Software Engineering
Elementary Education
Health Care Systems Administration
Health Information Management
Hotel Management
Industrial Technology and Management
Information Security and Intelligence
Manufacturing Engineering Technology
Molecular Diagnostics
Nuclear Medicine Technology
Product Design Engineering Technology
RN to BSN (Online)
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REVIEW

‘Fifty Shades of Grey’ does not live up to hype

COURTESY TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

Christian Grey (Jamie Dornan) and Ana Steele (Dakota Johnson) star in movie, “Fifty Shades of Grey.”

By Suzy Stocking
Collegiate Staff

For a film about sex, "Fifty Shades of
Grey" is surprisingly anticlimactic.
The film begins with Anastasia Steele
(Dakota Johnson), or “just Ana,” as she says
multiple times, a seemingly ordinary 21-yearold college student, interviewing Christian
Grey (Jamie Dornan) for her college’s
student newspaper. Grey is the mysterious
billionaire CEO of Grey Enterprises, who
happens to be extremely attractive, single
and interested in Anastasia. Imagine that!
Grey can’t seem to stay away from Ana,
and she is equally intrigued by this mystery
man. After showing up unexpectedly at the
hardware store where Ana works, and a few

other stalker-esque encounters, Christian
reveals that he is not interested in dating.
He is a dominant, and wants Ana to sign a
contract making her his submissive, meaning that she would have to fulfill his sexual
desires and be physically punished if she
breaks any rules in the contract.
“Fifty Shades of Grey,” based off of the
novel by E.L. James, was a lot to digest.
There was smartly written humor sprinkled throughout the movie, but not enough
to distract me from the amount of things
wrong with the film.
Christian is a control freak who showers Ana in expensive gifts and offers her a
lavish lifestyle in exchange for a sex life that
she is clearly uncertain of and uncomfortable with at times. Take away the helicopter
rides and brand new car (yes, he bought her
a car) and there is really no apparent reason

she would still be interested in his proposition.
Christian reveals to Ana that his first
sexual experience was when he was 15 with
a friend of his mother’s. Not much else is
said about it, but during scenes that were
supposed to be erotic and tantalizing I
couldn't help but remember that his behavior was a result of being sexually abused
as an adolescent, which made me wish
that Ana was calling a psychiatrist for him
instead of considering his contract.
"Fifty Shades of Grey" fell flat during
the ending, tying up no loose ends, leaving every question unanswered and leaving
moviegoers wondering what they had just
seen. Two sequels have been green-lit for
production, so it's obvious that there will
be even more fervor, sex and manipulation
in the next installments, but it was very

disappointing that the movie did not work
at all on its own.
I give this movie two out of five stars,
and one of those stars has the soundtrack to
thank. The Rolling Stones, Ellie Goulding,
Beyoncé, and Sia, among many other great
artists brought the movie to life. Beyoncé’s
re-mastered version of “Crazy in Love” is
definitely worth listening to, and Danny
Elfman’s score does a great job of expressing the intrigue, sexual tension and relationship between Christian and Ana.
“Fifty Shades of Grey” is rated R for
strong sexual content, including dialogue,
some unusual behavior, graphic nudity and
for language.
For another look at
“Fifty Shades of Grey,”
see page 6
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‘Open Door’ lets
readers see into
GRCC’s past

Scott Westerfeld’s ‘Afterworlds’
keeps its readers guessing
By Brittany Miller

By Brittany Miller

Collegiate Staff

Collegiate Staff

JACQUELYN ZEMAN/CHIEF WEB EDITOR

Grand Rapids Community College
students, alumni and staff can take a walk
through history as Walter Lockwood presents “Open Door: Grand Rapids Junior/
Community College 1912-2014.” Readers
won’t flip through a history book that leaves
them uninterested. Instead they will be able
to turn pages and open memories from the
day this college was created all the way to the
present, showing how far this community has
come.
“Open Door” (179 pages, $40) celebrates
GRCC’s 100-year history, highlighting the
humble beginnings that founder Jesse Davis
created, the goal of attainable and affordable
education has remained the same after all
these years. The book includes photographs
that illustrate how the college community has
evolved over time.
As the campus aged and times changed,
Davis’ vision for this school remained the
same and the presidents that followed him
have, to this day, kept that vision intact,
providing education and opportunities for all
those who attend GRCC. Lockwood documents how the Grand Rapids ommunity grew
from 1914 and how it’s still growing, and how
students are still contributing to the vision
campus leaders have held for the college.

Walter Lockwoord (left) signing a copy
of ‘Open Door’.
“Open Door” is not only highlighting the
campus history and accomplishments, but
also giving credit to those who made GRCC
a good option for current and future students.
Presidents who have expanded the curriculum, increased opportunities for students and
the community prepared a foundation that
still stands to this day. Lockwood pays respect
to past presidents such as Gould Andrews,
and Patricia Pullman to the current president
of GRCC, Steven Ender.
This book is more than a vague description of our school history, it contains all that
GRCC represents from the gradual increase
of students in the beginning to the highly
noted expansions we can see now inside
campus and out. This is a good read for
history junkies attending GRCC, or those who
want to know more about GRCC’s beginnings.
I suggest taking a moment to sit down with
“Open Door” and giving your mind the chance
to reflect on the growth before us. Walter
Lockwood created something very special,
giving us insight, perspective and vivid scenes
as we can now picture what life was like in the
halls of GRCC all that time ago in 1914.

New York Times Best Selling Author
Scott Westerfield (“The Uglies”) introduces readers into a new place between
reality and fiction in his latest publication “Afterworlds”
(600 pages, $19.99).
Captivating
from
the first page, he
brings in two different worlds, leaving
my mind wondrous
at the turn of every
page.
In “Afterworlds”
Darcy Patel is a
getting her big break,
as her young adult
“Afterworlds”
novel is on its way
to being published and she’s moving to New
York City. She’s in for a different life filled
with book tours, parties, and finding a place
of her own. But her happiness is met with
countless challenges as she struggles to find
the perfect ending for this anticipated story.
Time is winding down and the pressure
is on as Darcy realizes that her dream won’t
be an easy ride, especially when she falls in
love with another writer, Imogen Gray.
Afterworlds is the place in which readers
meet the main character of another story,

Lizzie. After coming close with death itself
during a terrorist attack, Lizzie crossed over
into the place between living and dead.
Touching the other side now marks her with
a gift, allowing her to interact with ghosts
from both sides of the afterworld, putting
her in danger.
However, she’s not alone. Lizzie is given
guidance from 17-year-old Tama, a fellow
spirit guide, who she finds herself attracted
to instantly. The danger is closing in all
around them as Lizzie and Tama battle with
the choice to follow their hearts or listen to
the warnings in front of them.
Never making me second guess as to
why I’m such a fan of his work, Westerfield
swooped me into another universe.
“Afterworlds” kept me guessing what would
happen next in each narrative, bringing an
essence to the average girl that was relatable in every way.
The fear of love itself, yet responsibility, whether in the real world or in the spirit
one, is something that made the story just
that much more amazing.
I craved more, especially for someone
who hates a cliffhanger. Yet despite the
cliffhanger, somewhat irritating characters,
and the oh-so scary protagonists, this is a
must read for those who are Westerfield
fans or not. The supernatural calls,
making us believe in the most unexpected
things, facing the fear of death head on.
In “Afterworlds”, there’s no choice but to
believe, yet believing is a dangerous move.
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MY CARE
MY WAY
IS
same-day
appointments
for
expert,
quality
care.
CALL OR GO ONLINE
TO SCHEDULE:
(844) 316-4055
ppwnm.org

wmich.edu/GoWest

GO
WEST.
GO WEST.
A new life is out there.

PeoPle come here because they’re lookinG for somethinG. It’s not about packing up the car and going
to a different town. For them it’s about discovery. What they find is a challenge—something unexpected—that opens up
new frontiers. Go West. Discover. Explore. This is one of America’s
great universities. A lot of people who have become successful—
skilled, happy, wealthy and influential—started by heading West.
Western Michigan University. It’s your turn to Grab the reins.

wmich.edu/GoWest
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Download the free
Layar App
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ART

GRCC students exchange art with Delta College
By Jennifer Lugo
Collegiate Staff

JONATHAN D. LOPEZ/PHOTO EDITOR

Delta College student work is on display at the Collins Art Gallery until March 20.

THEATER

GRCC Players opens with
‘From White Plains’ Thursday
“He is very
connected to the
past,” Ellis said.
“That is what his
movie is about…his
passion comes out
as anger, and…as a
person who means
well, but poisons
certain
relationships
throughout
the show (because
of his movie).”
Jones, 27, of
Newaygo said that
his character is
trying to deal with
his past of being a
JACQUELYN ZEMAN/CHIEF WEB EDITOR
bully, and overcoming what everyone
Cast members Robbie Ellis, Myles Messinger-Platt, Jerry
in his life now thinks
Jones and Kenny Judge rehease the opening scenes of the
of him because of
show.
the situation. .
“Ethan is attempting to reconcile two
By Jacquelyn Zeman
parts of himself,” Jones said. “And just deal
Chief Web Editor
with the minutiae of life.”
Messinger-Platt, 18, of Rockford said his
When Dennis Sullivan, a filmmaker,
calls out his bully from high school during character goes through a lot in the show, but
his Academy Award acceptance speech, he mostly in helping Dennis deal with the drama
starts an anti-bullying campaign that quickly following the Academy Awards.
“He is Dennis’ boyfriend, and he has a
flies out of control. The GRCC Players will be
telling his story in their production of “From dynamic (relationship) with his parents…
as far as his sexuality goes,” Messinger-Platt
White Plains,” Feb. 26 through 28.
The 90-minute drama follows the lives of said. “(That causes) a strain on Dennis in his
four male characters, Greg (Myles Messinger- relationship.”
The entire cast works together like an
Platt), John (Kenny Judge), Dennis Sullivan
(Robbie Ellis), and Ethan (Jerry Jones). It ensemble, however there is a specific spotstarts following the Academy Awards when light on Ethan and Dennis’ story throughout
Sullivan wins for his film based on his life’s the show.
experiences, and he reveals the real homo“Everyone is going to find something in
phobic bully, Ethan, who picked on him in the show that they can relate to…that (they)
high school. The media blows up and forms can take away,” Ellis said.
The show is produced in collaboration
a strain on Ethan and John’s friendship, and
with GRCC’s student organization, StandOut,
Dennis and Greg’s relationship.
Judge, 20, of Port Huron said his charac- a support group for LGBTQ individuals.
ter is there as a main support system for the Some of the proceeds from the show will go
character Ethan when everyone in his life to the club.
“I have really enjoyed working on this
becomes alienated against him.
“John is Ethan’s best friend,” Judge production and with these students,” director
said. “He is kind of the one that tries to help Tom Kaechele said. “Theater is a wonderful
Ethan deal with what happened. He is trying avenue to deal with socially relevant issues,
to make Ethan come to terms with the fact and this play does just that. I’m proud to be
that he was a bully, because he is just kind of one small part of it.”
“From White Plains” runs 8 p.m. Feb. 26
avoiding it throughout (the story)…and it is
through 28. It will be shown in the black box
just something he has to get over.”
Ellis, 21, of Grand Rapids said that his theater at Grand Rapids Community College’s
character, Dennis, is very passionate about Spectrum Theater. Tickets are $5 for students
the work that he does, but is sometimes and seniors, and $10 for adults, and can be
insensitive to the situation unfolding around purchased by calling the Spectrum Theater
Box Office at 616-234-3946.
his character in the show.

Around twenty art students have been
chosen from Grand Rapids Community
College to exchange art with students from
Delta College in the Paul Collins Gallery
Exhibition.
GRCC art students will examine and
give feedback on other pieces from Delta
College.
Led by Scott Garrard, a curator and
professor of art at GRCC, the exhibition will
give students a chance to get exposure for
their work.
Delta College announced the program
in 2011, opening minds to new works by
Michigan based artists. The displays are
free of charge and open to students and to
the general public. Garrard was invited to
put art on the campus when it opened.
During this time, he was introduced to
Assistant Professor Ben Calore.
“Artists struggle the most with getting
their work out there,” Garrard said, who
then decided to collaborate with Calore
to give the art students an opportunity to
showcase their works in other places.
“In the art world, it’s sort of like east
meets west in Michigan,” Garrard said.
The art from Delta College will be at
GRCC for about a month, and vice versa.
“I am excited to have some of my pieces
on display at Delta College,” said Crystal
Gail Cunningham, a GRCC art student

who will be displaying two sculptures at
Delta College during the swap.
“This is a great opportunity for the
students of both colleges to get to see what
others are up to. I have an organic flow clay
sculpture and a set of plates in the show. I
plan to view works of peers and enjoy what
others are doing as well as maybe getting
some inspiration.”
Garrard shared how he feels trading
pieces could benefit them.
“What I’d like is for all students to
produce and exhibit their work, enter the
show, giving them selfconfidence,” Garrard
said. “It helps build selfawareness when
they get positive feedback from peers,
knowing they have artistic value in the
community.”
Three-dimensional artists from the
Visual Arts Department at GRCC are now
proudly displaying works at Delta College.
These exhibits represent student artists in
the mediums of Ceramics, Sculpture, and
3D Design. Garrard said “the best of the
best” have been chosen, so GRCC will be
well represented.
The art exchange started Feb. 2 and
runs through March 20. Student works
from GRCC are on display at Delta College
until Feb. 27 and Delta College student’s
artwork are now available for viewing at
GRCC through March 20 in the Collins Art
Gallery, located on the 4th floor of the Main
Building.

GRAND RAPIDS

GRAM offers free admission Thursdays
By Ashley Fuller

Collegiate Staff
Thursday nights at the Grand Rapids
Art Museum is a great way to have a fun
night, with free general admission and great
exhibits on display with family and friends.
Starting at 5 p.m. and lasting until 9
p.m., visitors can explore the featured art or
get lost in the current galleries on display,
“Water” and new to the museum, “Stop
Motion”.
Taking up a little more than two floors
of the museum, “Water” is a series of
photos taken by Canadian artist Edward
Burtynsky. The exhibit portrays the World’s
relationship with one of our most important
resources, water. Photos from all over the
globe are on display including India, China,
and Western America.
“The art has a message (that’s) more
than just surface level,” Yoseph El’ali, 21,
said. “(The “Water” exhibit) really opens
your eyes to what people use water for
and how much we do use water …water is

actually becoming really scarce.”
The “Stop Motion” gallery comes to
the GRAM from Michigan artist David
Greenwood. Greenwood taught Sculpture
& Function Art at Kendall College of Art &
Design for over three decades and there are
currently six sculptures of his on the top
floor of the GRAM. He describes himself as
trying to create “a bunch of little mysteries”
for the viewer to work through and creates
the titles as a way to let viewers know
where to begin.
The atmosphere is set to be very relaxing, providing a cash bar and a pianist playing music that sets a sort of trance while
viewing the art. The museum changes
exhibits every few months, allowing visitors the opportunity to emerge into different types of art.
“It’s different all the time,” said Lauren
Farris, 21, when asked what she liked about
the exhibits. “I like that it filters in and out
pretty regularly and each exhibit is really
different … it feels like a different GRAM
every time.”

JONATHAN D. LOPEZ/PHOTO EDITOR

Thursday nights at the GRAM offer extended museum hours for visitors to see the
current exhibits on display.
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BASKETBALL

JOHN ROTHWELL/LEAD PHOTOGRAPHER

GRCC’s Cameron Burhannon with a break away layup.

JOHN ROTHWELL/LEAD PHOTOGRAPHER

GRCC’s Andrea Straw with a layup.

GRCC 98, KVCC 95: Raiders KVCC 81, GRCC 54: Raiders
top Cougars in overtime
fall in regular season finale
By John Rothwell
Collegiate Staff

KALAMAZOO, MI – The Grand Rapids
Community College men’s basketball
team used four players in double-digit
scoring to defeat Kalamazoo Valley
Community College 98-95 in overtime on
Monday.
GRCC’s Calvin Ward III scored a
game-high 29 points and totaled a teamhigh seven rebounds. DeMarkus Stuckey
totaled 28 points, while teammate
Gregory Fleming added 17 and Jeffrey
Todd-Drake pitched in 12.
“I thought the kids played well down
the stretch,” GRCC coach David Selmon
said. “They didn’t give up, and I was very
happy about that.”

In the overtime, GRCC led 94-93 with
26 seconds left, when Greg Fleming
made two free-throws a 96-93 lead. KVCC
missed a layup with 12 seconds left,
before Calvin Ward two more free throws
to clinch the game.
Davonte Harris led KVCC with 26
points.
“As a team we did some nice things
out there defensively,” KVCC coach Matt
Dennis said. “Offensively, we just turned
the ball over too much and it led to GRCC
opportunities.
“We made too many mistakes, and
ultimately, it gave them the win.”
The win gives GRCC a home National
Junior College Athletic Association firstround playoff game on Tuesday at Ford
Fieldhouse.

By John Rothwell
Collegiate Staff

KALAMAZOO, MI - The No. 9 ranked
Kalamazoo Valley Community College
women’s basketball team defeated Grand
Rapids Community College 81-54 to clinch
the Michigan Community College Athletic
Association Western Conference.
The start of the Game was preceded
with a special ceremony honoring KVCC
coach Ron Welch who is retiring after 20
seasons.
Welch, 71, has coached KVCC to 451
wins, 12 conference championships, and
appeared in six national tournaments.
GRCC started off the game with a 6-0
lead, only to see KVCC take control with a
22-point run.

“I was a little worried on how we would
come out tonight after all the stuff before
the game,” Welch said. “I was really pleased
how the kids stepped up after the slow
start.”
Trailing 52-30 at halftime, GRCC’s hopes
of upsetting the Cougars (25-2,15-0) had
diminished. Neither team could drastically
increase or narrow the deficit the second
half, with KVCC outscoring the Raiders
29-24.
“I thought we had them on the ropes,”
GRCC coach John Maciak said. “Before we
knew it they had a big lead and we could not
narrow it down.”
GRCC’s Sara Karamol led all scorers
with 22 points and added 16 rebounds for a
double-double.
GRCC ends the regular season with a
6-17 overall record.

PROFILE

GRCC shortstop Anthony Villar brings veteran leadership to young team
By Max De Leeuw
Collegiate Staff

As most college students know, a little
coffee can go a long way. For Grand Rapids
Community College sophomore Anthony
Villar, it helped him get ready for the baseball diamond and the classroom.
“That was tough especially when first
semester I had 7:45 a.m. classes and had to
commute in 20 minutes with all the traffic
that’s already coming into Grand Rapids,”
Villar said. “It was tough, but I’ve learned to
be a morning person after that. I never liked
to get up early, but after that I don’t mind
mornings any more. Once I get coffee in me
I’m good to go.”
Villar has been playing baseball ever
since his dad got him involved with tee-ball

when he was around 6 years old. Starting
baseball at such an early age, he quickly
found himself at home on the baseball
diamond.
“In high school I made the varsity team
as a freshman,” Villar said. “I got to start at
shortstop. That was a big achievement of
mine coming out of eighth grade.”
When Villar completed high school,
after weighing his options, the sophomore
chose to come to Grand Rapids Community
College to play baseball for the Raiders. He
considers this No. 1 of his favorite memories of being involved with the sport.
“Just being able to come in last year and
start here too,” Villar said. “Being able to
come in and play as an everyday player, it
was a pretty big opportunity for me coming
in to a college with the best of the best, kids

all around the state, and just being able to
jump right in and play with them. It was a
pretty rewarding thing for me.”
Given the community college setting,
Villar is part of a small group of the team’s
veteran players.
“Anthony is one of only two players
that was on the field last year,” Head Coach
Mike Cupples said of the team’s returning
players. “He played second for us last year,
we had a pretty good shortstop, and he was
coming in as a freshman, so he’s gonna be
one of the leaders in the middle.
“He’s more of a quiet leader. He’s gonna
joke when he has to and do some of that
but he’s probably one of those guys that’d
rather lead by what he does instead of what
he says.”
Despite being around baseball for the

majority of his life, college ball was a new
challenge that Villar had to figure out.
“When I got thrown into everything
and we started playing I started to realize
how actually you need to commit yourself
to playing if you want to be good at this
level,”Villar said. “So just from last year to
this year, I realized that I have to put in a lot
more if I want to perform well at this level
and be able to be successful.”
Starting Feb. 26 in Tennessee, the
Raiders will escape Michigan’s harsh winter
temperatures and play in a series of games
down South. On Feb. 27, GRCC is scheduled
to play in Florida where the team will stay
for the remainder of their southern excursion, which will conclude March 5. The
Raiders are scheduled to play in Michigan
on March 17.

