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Craft beer program
brewing at GRCC
By Corey Tucker
Collegiate Staff

After being named Beer City, USA in
2012 and 2013, it is not surprising that someone can walk a mile through downtown
Grand Rapids and visit four different craft
breweries along the way.
As a result of the demand for trained
brewers, Grand Rapids Community College,
plans to enter the game by giving individuals
an opportunity to learn that craft starting in
early 2016.
Thanks to a $2.9 million grant from
the Michigan Economic Development
Corporation, GRCC will be able to
purchase new equipment for its HVAC
(Heating, Ventalation, Air-Conditioning,
and Refrigeration Technology), Machine
Tool, Automotive, and probable Craft Beer
programs.
Governor Rick Snyder calls this grant a
“Serious investment.”
“One of the largest [investments] of its
kind in the country … will tap our top-notch
community colleges and help new students
and adults looking for new opportunities
gain skills sought by companies looking to
grow and expand, creating more and better
jobs in Michigan,” Gov. Snyder said.
With the growing popularity of craft
beer, Fiona Hertz, Dean of Workforce
Development at GRCC believes the certification program makes sense.
“This is a program we have been considering in light of the expertise in the brewing
and beer serving industry in Grand Rapids
and the greater Grand Rapids area,” Hertz
said.
With the growing number of breweries
sprouting up in and around the region like
Brewery Vivant, The Mitten, and Perrin,
Hertz feels that there will be a rise in
demand for properly trained brewers.
That demand, will need to be complimented by an institution offering an education in the craft beer field.
Although the brewing program will be a
part of the culinary program, it is a certificate that can be obtained with the completion of the program that will span the length
of three semesters.
A negative aspect that can come from
the brewery program is a problem that is
widely faced by a lot of college graduates:
work force demand. That was the aspect
touched on by the Head Brewer at The
B.O.B., John Svoboda.
“I like the idea, I understand with everything happening around town, why they
would have it, but it seems to me that it
would make more sense to implement a
craft beer study as part of a broader culinary
degree,” Svoboda said.
A part of the curriculum for the craft beer
program is going to be built using expertise
from area brewers such as Svoboda, who
would donate some of his knowledge, if
asked.
“If the timing was right and everything,”
Svoboda said. “I wouldn’t have any problems with going to the college to give a
lecture.”
Along with area expertise GRCC plans
to properly train current instructors at the
college to assist in teaching the program.
When the program does get started it will be
located in the Applied Technology Center.
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From Cabrini-Green to GRCC
GRCC basketball
player overcomes
adversity to excel
on and off court
By John Rothwell

Collegiate Staff
After growing up in the
Cabrini-Green
Housing
Projects, on the north side
of Chicago, Greg Fleming
has found comfort in Grand
Rapids, playing basketball
for Grand Rapids Community
College.
With the gang environment
of drug dealing and violence,
Cabrini-Green was one of
the worst housing projects in
the United States in the early
2000’s.
“A lot of people say that
Grand Rapids is a small
version of Chicago, but that is
not true,” Fleming said. “Grand
Rapids is a laid back city where
you don’t have to walk down
the street looking over your
shoulder.”
The oldest of three boys,
Fleming, who recently turned
20, was raised by a single
mother, who took on the role
of both caregiver and provider.

See Fleming, page 2

JONATHAN D. LOPEZ/PHOTO EDITOR

GRCC basketball player Greg Fleming.
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Tuition to increase 1.9 percent for fall
Students in nursing,
dental and culinary
programs will pay
more in new tiered
tuition program
By Jacquelyn Zeman
Chief Web Editor

The Grand Rapids Community College
Board of Trustees approved a 1.9 percent
tuition increase for general courses and
a tiered tuition system for new students
in nursing, dental and culinary programs
beginning in the fall.
Classes at GRCC will be increasing
from $106 to $108 per credit hour. Classes
in the nursing program will be going up
to $178 per credit hour, and classes in the
culinary and dental programs will increase
to $140 per credit hour.
The increase was made in order to
make up for GRCC’s ongoing financial
deficit.
Students already in the nursing, dental
and culinary programs will be grandfathered in and pay $108 per credit hour, and

the new tuition rate will not apply to them.
New students to these programs starting
in the fall of 2015 will have to pay the new
tiered tuition rate.
The tiered tuition plan is coming from
an ad-hoc budget committee’s recommendations, which began planning the
increases in August 2014.
Provost Laurie Chesley and Vice
President of Finance and Administration
Lisa Freiburger served as co-chairs of the
committee. The goal of the committee was
to come up with a way to make up for the
financial deficit. This was done by making
cuts between $2 million and $5 million at
GRCC.
According to Freiburger, the team
analyzed and benchmarked with colleges
in the state, and looked at “a number of
different options” before coming to the
conclusion of raising tuition as a whole,
and tiered tuition for those specific
programs.
“Based on current enrollment…without factoring in any change to enrollment
for next year…that increase (in revenue)
would be $775,000,” Freiburger said. “I
certainly cannot tell you that there will be
absolutely no impact on enrollment.”
Trustee member, Dr. Richard Ryskamp
added that he would “not expect us to

have any enrollment problems” with the
nursing program, considering the long
waiting list for that particular program.
Although there is a waiting list for
nursing, there is currently no wait to get
into GRCC’s dental or culinary programs.
Richard Stewart was the only board
member who did not vote for raising
tuition and chose to abstain.
“We have to think of our economic
environment, we have to think of the
people,” Stewart said. “This puts me in
a tough position to vote…I want to be
an advocate for my neighbors…we want
them to be able to have the same opportunity to attend this wonderful college.”
Ryskamp said that to him raising
tuition is “a matter of simple mathematics.”
“We have had a fairly substantial
enrollment problem over the last several
years,” Ryskamp said. “Especially the last
two years. It’s not the college’s fault, this is
a national trend…tuition increase is inevitable.”
Trustee member Deb Bailey said she
understands the circumstances with
having to raise tuition.
“I am pleased that you were able to get
(it down) to 1.9 percent,” Bailey said. “It
is regrettable, but totally understandable.”
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Fleming’s mom played a
positive role in trying to keep
Greg away from the negative
people and environment that
surrounded him. She got Greg
into sports and made sure he
was always doing something
positive, not just hanging out
in the hood.
“Mom always stressed
school and kept me focusing
on sports,” Fleming said. “She
was always telling me to get
my education. It will take you
further than anything.”
Out of a group of 15 friends
that hung out together in
middle school, only Fleming
and one other made it to
college.
“Six or seven have died and
most of the rest are incarcerated,” Fleming said.
At first Fleming did not
take his education seriously
and found himself getting into
trouble in school for fighting
and disrespecting teachers.
That changed with the help
of a mentor, Deepak Deajva,
who entered early in Fleming’s
life.
Deajva is a college graduate
from Texas A&M and showed
Fleming what a successful life
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Campus Police
Reports
Compiled by
Warren Sink
and Jacquelyn
Zeman

Suspicious Person
On Feb. 13 a female student called
security because a college-aged man in
a sweatshirt tried to take her cell phone
on Dr. Juan R. Olivarez Student Plaza. In
an interview, the female student said the
college-aged man followed her, asking for
her cell phone. Multiple officers searched
the area, but did not find the suspect.

Larceny
On Feb. 13 there was a gate runner at
the Lyon Street Parking Ramp. An Ellis
Parking Supervisor reported the incident,
and an officer was able to read the license
plate of the vehicle on surveillance. The
officer found who the car belonged to and
phoned her. She confessed and was issued
a fine.

Suspicious Situation
On Feb. 23 a custodian started her shift
in the science building and discovered
wires protruding from a light switch and
a disturbed ceiling tile in one of the study
rooms. An officer arrived and requested
that someone from the Grand Rapids
Police Department bomb squad check the
wires. Three members of the bomb squad
removed the wall plate around the light
and brought it back to GRPD so it could
be checked for fingerprints. The study
room remained locked.

Assist Another Department
On Feb. 23 an officer driving on Lyon
Street noticed a parked car with its hazards
on blocking traffic at the intersection of
Lyon and Bostwick. The officer stepped out
of his car and asked the driver to move to
an actual parking space. He then checked
the license plate and found the driver had a
warrant for his arrest, so he returned to the
suspect’s vehicle, now in a parking spot,
and asked for identification. The suspect
did not have any and said his brother’s birth
date. The man was arrested and taken to
Kent County Correctional Facility.

Larceny
On Feb. 20 a student forgot her calculator
in the Student Life Office in the Student
Community Center. She went back to
retrieve it a couple of hours later, but did
not find it. She asked several employees
if someone had turned in the calculator,
but no one had. She reported the theft to
security, who checked the Kent County
Pawn Shop Inventory. It was not found,
and no further action was taken.

Trespassing
On Feb. 25 a man in the Learning Resource
Building was asking for money. Two officers asked for identification. The man had
been issued four warnings for trespassing
over the past year and a half. He was arrested and issued a misdemeanor.

Trouble with Persons
On March 12 a custodian and student had
a disagreement while the custodian was
cleaning the women’s restroom in the
Main Building. The student was using the
restroom while the custodian was cleaning, and the custodian began spraying air
freshener in the student’s presence.
The student asked for the custodian for
their supervisor’s name, so they could file
a complaint about the air freshener being
sprayed. The custodian refused to give the
name, and the student contacted campus
police. An officer advised both the student
and custodian to have no further contact
with one another.

Global Experience Festival hosted this Friday
15th annual
event to exhibit
Moroccan,
Japanese and
Native American
cultures
By Jacquelyn Zeman
Chief Web Editor

The 15th annual Global Experience
Festival will be hosted in the Ford
Fieldhouse on March 27. The event will
feature international food and entertainment from a variety of different cultures.
The festival began in 1999, and has grown
into a large event that is open to all GRCC
students, faculty and community members.
It is now the largest student-organized
event at GRCC. The International Student
and Hispanic Student organizations, the
Asian Student Union, Campus Activities
Board, Student Alliance and German Clubs
all helped to put together this year’s event.
German Club Secretary, Vanessa
Kroepsch said that after attending last year’s
event, she knew she wanted to be involved
with planning the festival in the future. As a
part of this year’s festival, student cultural
groups from Grand Valley State University
will be a part of the event as well.
“We have so much globalization now,”
Kroepsch said. “(Through this) we can
make connections with other colleges and
universities. I think it is awesome that we
can connect in that way.”
This year the theme of the festival is
“Celebrate” in honor of GRCC’s 100-year
anniversary. Provost Laurie Chesley is
scheduled to be opening the event with a
welcoming speech.
The event is meant to be “an invitation
to explore different cultures,” according to

JACQUELYN ZEMAN/CHIEF WEB EDITOR

The Global Experience Festival will feature food from Morocco, including
traditional Moroccan mint tea.
Katherine Hughes, GRCC faculty member
and adviser of the International Student
Organization.
“For only $5, students can come sample
food from various countries and watch song
and dances from all around the world,”
Hughes said. “It’s (an) inexpensive evening
out, thanks to the support we receive from
the office of Student Life.”
The goal of the event is to create a full
“global experience” for students.
“Every year we feature different food
stations and different entertainment,”
Hughes said. “This year’s food stations
include (a) Morocco, Japan and a Native
American table.”
Hughes said the event is for all ages.
“We screen our entertainment to make

SOCIAL MEDIA

Facebook to introduce
new safety settings
By Brittany Miller
Collegiate Staff

Facebook has developed a new feature
that allows users to report a friend’s post if
they are talking about committing suicide,
simply by hitting a button. If a friend is
acting
strange,
users
can
just
report it for review,
and in response,
Facebook will send
a private message
to the owner of the
post, encouraging
them to seek help.
The
Internet
hasn’t always been
a source of moral activities, with harassment among teens leading to suicide being a
major crisis. Facebook is trying to break the
stigma that has been associated with social
media and bullying for so long.
“I think it’s good that they’re going to
change that negative image, but I’m not sure
it’s going to work for everyone,” said Karina
Carmona, a Grand Rapids Community
College student.
“Anything that can prevent a suicide is
a good thing,” said GRCC Communications
professor Dennis Sutton.
The skepticism surrounding this latest
change is to be expected, especially when
revisiting previous acts of hate on social
media, like the death of Tyler Clementi.
Clementi, of New Jersey, was a college
student at Rutgers University who jumped
off a bridge after a video was released
of him engaging in sexual activities with
another male student.
Today social media is involved in

everything and Facebook has taken that
fact and created something that can help
everyone. Carmona thinks this is a good
way to offer support to those experiencing
suicidal thoughts.
“Everyone is on social media and it’s
going to make more of a difference if we use
it to help others,” Carmona said.
Sutton feels that this message should
be communicated but worries about the
decline of face-to-face communication.
“In some ways this may be the only way
individuals have of reaching out in an indirect fashion, but if that’s really the case then
it’s a rather sad indictment on how communication and relationships have digressed,”
Sutton said. “If this isn’t a time to appeal
to someone in a face-to-face manner then I
don’t know what is.”
The step in the right direction may be
what we need, but what will the outcome
be for those at risk of committing suicide?
Carmona worries about the number of
people who will actually listen to the
message on their screen and seek help,
while it might be too late for others.
“If they’re set on suicide as their only
option, then they’re going to do it … which
is sad.” Carmona said.
The feature is set to launch in a couple of
months, and the only thing that can be done
is to ask if this will really make a difference.
“Part of me wonders whether this is …
a public relations effort by Facebook to
offset some of the negative impact they may
have, in leading individuals down the road
toward possible suicide attempts,” Sutton
said. “They may feel a need to counter the
impact of negative posts by others and even
cyber bullying toward vulnerable individuals.”

sure it is family friendly and does not
include adult themes or language,” Hughes
said. “Children love to see the different
dances and all the colors. This year we will
also have two children’s dance groups from
the community.”
Following the event, GRCC Zumba
instructor, Beth Damon, will be teaching a
free Zumba class after the final stage performance.
The festival will take place 6 p.m. to 9
p.m. on March 27 in the Ford Fieldhouse.
Tickets are $5 and are on sale now in the
Student Life Office on the first floor of the
Student Community Center. They can also
be purchased online at grccglobalfest.
eventbrite.com. Children under 3 are free.

Fleming
Continued from page 1
is. He also taught Fleming life skills and
how to be successful in life.
“He is, to me, my father and a big
brother,” Fleming said. “I am very glad to
have him in my life.”
Once Fleming got a taste of success,
he knew it was something he wanted. The
adversity of inner city families and an environment full of negativity was something
Fleming had to get out of, with the options
being school and basketball, or gang banging and selling drugs. Fleming didn’t want
to live the lifestyle of the streets, so he
stayed motivated and graduated from high
school and let his play on the court take
him to new heights.
Fleming’s girlfriend, a student at Grand
Valley State University, on an academic
scholarship, invited him to stay with her
last summer.
It was then that Fleming reached
out to former GRCC Basketball coach
T.J. Carnegie who gave him a tryout and
offered him a scholarship.
“Greg is a great kid who came to me
last summer and asked for an opportunity
to tryout,” Carnegie said. “He impressed
me right away with how hard he played
and how competitive he was.”
With a successful season of playing
basketball for the Raiders behind him,
Fleming has been offered scholarships to
several four-year schools to continue both
his education and play basketball.
“If you surround yourself with negativity you will follow that path of negativity,”
Fleming said. “Surround yourself with
successful people.”
Controlling his own destiny, Fleming
would like to play basketball overseas and
then end up working in the medical field.
“Anything is possible, but my degree is
a must,” Fleming said. “Even if it takes me
10 years, I am going to get it.”
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Provost hosts podcast
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Provost Laurie Chesley, in the sound booth recording “The GRCC Provost
Podcast.”

GRCC Provost
tries podcasting
to connect with
faculty and
students
By Sean P. Mulhall

Editor-in-Chief
Grand Rapids Community College has
entered the 21st century with the brand
new “GRCC Provost Podcast,” hosted by
Provost Laurie Chesley.
Chesley admits in the first teaser
episode that not too long ago she had
never even heard of podcasts.

“I didn’t know what a podcast was,”
Chesley said. “I actually thought it was
something like a YouTube video.”
To figure it out she phoned her former
colleague and replacement as Assistant
Dean of Arts and Sciences, Mike Vargo,
who has a cameo appearance in the teaser.
“I called him up and I said, ‘What’s a
podcast?’” Chesley said. “It’s absolutely the
way it happened.”
It was during her time interviewing for
the position, and talking to faculty and
staff, that the idea of starting the podcast
first formed.
“I tried in Arts and Sciences, the
concept of a newsletter and the previous
provost, Provost Gely, used her website
and a blog to communicate,” Chesley said.
“I …want to maintain the provost website
and communicate periodically via email,
but I also wanted to try something new.

“A number of people talked to me
about the importance of communication
… Which is particularly difficult in a large,
complex organization like GRCC.”
Humor is one way Chesley will try to
establish a strong following, whether that
humor is intended or not.
“I’m trying to be funny,” Chesley said,
laughing. “I’m trying. It’s not always funny,
but certainly I mean for it to be lighthearted, while still conveying information
that’s important. There are some kind of
dry parts, but I’m trying to inject humor.
(The producer) Noah (DeSmit) definitely
helps me to make it humorous by doing
special effects.”
Chesley used to greet people on campus
or via email with the phrase, “greetings
persons of quality.” Now it has become the
opening line of her podcast.
“My husband used it first,” Chesley said.
“He teaches English at Aquinas College
and when he started teaching, he greeted
every class, and still does, with, ‘greetings
persons of quality.’ When I started teaching, I did the same, because I liked it, so
I shamelessly copied him … I think it’s a
nice way to say to audiences that I think
they’re special.”
With one full podcast, featuring an interview with Eric Mullen, Associate Dean of
Enrollment Management and Financial Aid
at GRCC, already released, the future is
undecided. As for a schedule, prospective
interviewees or the idea of bringing back
Vargo as a recurring guest, Chesley has
decided to let whatever happens, happen.
“(Vargo) might be (a recurring guest),”
Chesley said. “I will tell you that in the
second podcast I have another I-didn’tknow-something-so-I-called-someone
moment. I think there will be some recurring motifs … and one of them might be
the
phone-call-because-I-don’t-knowsomething.
“I don’t have a regular schedule ... I
don’t even know if I’ll keep a regular schedule. I want to make sure I have some things
to say … I sort of work on a rough outline
… I’m already thinking about things for the
next podcast … I’m really new at it.”

GRCC

Computer department overhauls
degree programs for fall 2015
After name change
in 2013, Computer
Information
Systems department
moves from 14
degree programs
to just seven
By Chris Powers

Special Projects Editor
The Grand Rapids Community College
Computer Information Systems department
has overhauled its degree offerings, eliminated all one-year certificates, and made all
of its courses worth three credit hours.
The department formerly known as
Computer Applications spent nearly two
years reconfiguring degree programs to
better meet the needs of students. The
changes were discussed at the March 16
Grand Rapids Community College Board of
Trustees meeting.
Students currently enrolled in reconfigured or eliminated programs will have the
opportunity to finish within two years under
what is called a teach-out plan. Computer
Information Systems department head
Luann Keizer said traditional mail and email
will be sent before the end of the semester.
“Many of the courses they would be
taking in the programs that are being

discontinued are also courses that are used
in other programs,” said GRCC Provost
Chesley at the Board of Trustees meeting.
The department is consolidating its
previously unwieldy slate of 14 degree
programs into seven based on research from
students, the industry and transfer partners
such as Ferris State University, Grand Valley
State University and Davenport University.
“What we had not done in a long time was
look at the overall purpose of the courses,”
Keizer said. “So we got a lot advice from our
advisory boards (and) a lot of advice from
our transfer partners to align and upgrade
those so we can transfer students.”
Students who wish to transfer can
now earn an Associate of Arts degree
in Computer Information Systems or
Information Security. An Associate of
Science degree in Computer Science is also
being offered in conjunction with the math
department. These are being called “premajors” to signal their easy transferability.
Most transfer students head to Ferris,
Grand Valley or Davenport, and the department made sure the programs aligned with
these partners with the goal of even closer
ties.
“It is too early to say this is finished
work, but they will all be aligned eventually
as 2+2’s or 3+1’s,” Keizer said, referring to
combined time in degree programs between
GRCC and transfer schools.
For students seeking their associate
degrees but not necessarily transferring,
there are several new or retooled options.
Under the old system, several new programs
were consolidated under the old Computer
Information Systems degree and students
had to select a concentration.

On the other hand, the Digital Graphics
Communications, Web Design and Web
Technical Support degrees have merged
into the Graphics/Web Development and
students will be able to choose the electives
best suited to their degree path.
“The courses didn’t go anywhere, they’re
just in a graphics/web degree (program),”
Keizer said.
All one-year certificate programs were
cut because they simply weren’t worth
much in the job market. Instead, students
can seek industry-standard certifications
such as Cisco, A+ or Microsoft certifications.
Computer Applications classes were
previously a mix of two and three credit
classes. Now, all Computer Information
Systems classes are worth three credits to
put it in line with the rest of the college and
its four-year partners.
Many courses have new numbers
to ensure that introductory classes are
100-level and more advanced courses are
200-level and similar classes are in order, a
problem under the old numbering scheme.
The department’s goal is to have all
changes in the Online Center and My
Degree Path by April 1, the date the college
catalog is finalized. Right now, students may
be seeing either the CIS or the CO classes in
My Degree Path.
Keizer wants students to know that if
they are having issues, she and the department staff are available for individual help.
She also hopes to have another advisory day
in April after all the information is finalized.
The curriculum for each of the new
programs and course equivalencies can be
found at grcc.edu/cis.
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Annual Armen Awards to
be hosted April 24
Grand Rapids Community College
has five student groups competing in the
5th annual Armen Awards.
Faculty members Jennifer AckermanHaywood, Sherry Knoppers, Drew
Rozema, Bob Schultz and Katie
VanderMeer are leading students in
different projects partnered with community organizations for the competition.
The awards will be held April 24
from 3 p.m. to 5 p.m. at Kendall College
of Art and Design, Woodbridge N. Ferris
Building, 17 Pearl Street NW.

GRCC union of clerical
workers cut ties with MEA

Grand Rapids Community College
clerical union union has voted to cut ties
with the Michigan Education Association
(MEA), due to the fees for the group
being too high.
GRCC’s President Steven Ender said
he thins the vote is a “good example of
democracy at work.”
“They consider choices, and they
made a decision that was for the group,”
Ender said.

Campus Activities Board
hosts Finals Relaxers
This winter semester’s Final Relaxer
is taking the theme, “Peace Out.” Campus
Activities Board (CAB), the hosts of the
event, are planning on having free tie-dye,
Frisbee spin art and airbrush and henna
tattoo stations. There are also plans on
bringing in a deejay, massage therapists,
and the chance to throw a pie in a faculty
member’s face. The Asian Student Union
(ASU), Women’s Issues Now (WIN), and
Student Alliance are among a few clubs
that are co-sponsoring the event.
“I’m hoping that everybody will leave
final’s relaxer rejuvenated and excited
for not only the summer, but to finish
strong with their classes and I hope that
students that go to this will be able to
discover what they can do as a student
leader,” said Brandon Sinclair, CAB
President.
Final’s Relaxer will be held from 11
a.m. to 2 p.m. on April 22 at the Ford
Fieldhouse.

The Collegiate assembles
spring magazine
For the final publication of the semester, The Collegiate will be exploring the
theme of “How to Live Your Best Life” for
their magazine.
As a part of this project, we will be
asking the GRCC community several
questions to do with happiness and gratitude. To be a part of this project, stop by
the entrance outside of the Main Building
and Cook Hall in the afternoon of March
25.

GRCC hosts GradFest
Grand Rapids Community College
will be sponsoring GradFest, celebrating
soon to be graduates.
In the 100th year of GRCC, college
administrators want to celebrate and
want students to be a part of the celebration.
Students will be able to purchase
their caps and gowns, and ask the advice
of counselors.
GradFest is Tuesday, April 7 from 10
a.m. to 6 p.m. in the Applied Technology
Center rooms 118-124.
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PRACTICAL.
CONVENIENT.
CLOSE TO HOME.
Your next big move is closer than you think! If you’re
not sure where to take your education from here,
we have good news. A bachelor’s degree from Ferris
State University is available to you, right here at Grand
Rapids Community College. Our partnership with
GRCC makes it possible to pursue your degree without
giving up the comforts and convenience of home. Earn
both Ferris and GRCC credit without leaving GRCC.
Make our convenient location work for you and attend
the number one choice of adult and transfer students
in Michigan. Join us on Facebook @FerrisStatewide
or visit us at ferris.edu/grandrapids.

BACHELOR’S DEGREES
Business Administration
Business Administration - Professional Track
Computer Information Systems
Computer Information Technology
Construction Management
Criminal Justice
Digital Animation and Game Design
Digital Media Software Engineering
Elementary Education
Health Care Systems Administration
Health Information Management
Hotel Management
Industrial Technology and Management
Information Security and Intelligence
Manufacturing Engineering Technology
Molecular Diagnostics Completion Program
Nuclear Medicine Technology
Product Design Engineering Technology
RN to BSN (Online)
For a list of online programs, visit ferris.edu/online.

Ferris state University / GRAND RAPIDS
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GRCC presents
17th annual
Salute to
Women

Fashion Merchandising
degree program
discontinued due to
low graduation rates

By Jacquelyn Zeman
Chief Web Editor

As a part of Women’s History Month,
Grand Rapids Community College will be
hosting its 17th annual Salute to Women,
which will honor four women from the
GRCC community.
According to the Diversity Learning
Center’s website, “the women selected
exhibit personal and professional excellence and serve as role models and
mentors to other women.”
The women selected this year include
Patricia McClellan, former director of
the Occupational Therapy Assisting,
Debra Bailey, GRCC alumna and current
Board of Trustees member, Barbara
(Nan) Schichtel, Information and Literacy
Outreach Librarian at GRCC, and Arielle
Brown, biomedical sciences student and
President of Student Alliance.
Bailey who attended GRCC from
1968 to 69 then transferred to Western
Michigan University. She started out as
an undecided student. Her time at GRCC
helped her decide on her major of English
and Communications.
“It constantly reminds me how many
wonderful women there are in this
community with ties in one way or another
to GRCC,” Bailey said. “Receiving awards
are just a wonderful honor, but you also
can’t forget how it takes all kinds of individuals from so many different perspectives to get all the work done that they do
at community college, and in this community. I am very proud and humbled.”
Brown said she was excited for the
event because her family, who has been
her main support system, will be at the
event.
“They are definitely my inspiration,
but also the women I have met here on
campus from day one…have always
been very encouraging and it just fills
me up with joy to know I have a time to
give thanks to them for helping me get so
far,” Brown said. “I am a totally different
person now compared to my freshman
year in college.”
Brown plans to move back home
after graduating in May, and will attend
Oakland
Community
College
and
University of Detroit Mercy to pursue her
degree in biology, and then attend dental
school.
The event will be held from 1:30 to
3 p.m., March 31 in the Wisner-Bottrall
Applied Technology Center banquet hall,
located at 151 Fountain St. NE.

Fashion degree program cut
By Kayla Tucker

A&E/Features Editor
What now exists as the Fashion
Merchandising degree at Grand Rapids
Community College is being discontinued.
The announcement was made by Provost
Laurie Chesley at the March 16 Board of
Trustees meeting.
A noticeably small number of graduates
and a “lacking of a clear focus” were the
strong points for the discontinuation of the
program, according to Chesley.
Last year, four students graduated
from GRCC with a Fashion Merchandising
degree.
“I feel it’s a great loss to the college,” said
Marguerite Erlandson, Associate Professor
of Fashion and Interiors, who was informed
of the administration’s decision to discontinue the program in a letter from Chesley
dated March 13.
Chesley said that students enrolled in
the degree program will “receive a communication soon from the college” about how
to complete the program at GRCC.
“The students…are going to be communicated with and given time to finish the
program that they started,” Chesley said. “It
doesn’t mean that there can’t be a different
kind of fashion certificate or degree brought
forward at the college.”
The next decision to be made is whether
the college will make the fashion courses
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Professor Marguerite Erlandson and students in the Textiles class one week after
the announcement of the program’s discontinuation.
into electives or the degree will be reconstructed to be more applicable and transferable. Erlandson is hoping for the latter.
“(What I’d like is) to recreate some
of our programs, continue some of our
classes and come up with new classes,”
said Erlandson, who describes herself as an
“eternal optimist.”
Erlandson said she has not been
informed of her employment status or
the schedule of fashion courses for next
semester.

Chesley said that the college will need
to have a discussion soon to make the technical decisions. The time of the discussion
has yet to be announced.
“It could be reasonably expeditious, it
could be a longer discussion,” Chesley said.
“It all depends on how the department wants
to take this up, how long it takes to examine alternatives that might lead to better
outcomes, (like) more jobs for students or
better transfer for students…It’s really hard
to predict how long that will take.”

GRCC stalls on domestic partner benefits
By Kayla Tucker

A&E/Features Editor

Same-sex marriage laws
Same-sex marriage legal

Same-sex marriage not legal

Pending court action

The Grand Rapids Community College
Board of Trustees announced that it will
not vote on a proposal to extend domestic partner benefits to staff and faculty
members until the state Supreme Court
rules on the gay marriage issue.
“I reprimand to the board a process to
facilitate the domestic partnership benefit
proposal,” Bert Bleke, chairman of the
board, announced at the March 16 board
meeting. “The suggestion process will
include a proposal to delay our discussion
and vote until after the Supreme Court’s
decision regarding same-sex marriage.”
“While I’m fully aware of the fact that
domestic partner benefits content is more

Note: Marriage licenses are being granted in
Alabama while an appeal is being considered.
Source: Freedom to Marry, AP
Graphic: Tyler Davis, Tribune News Service

inclusive than just one issue, I feel that
this is the best way to move ahead and
process…this topic,” Bleke said. “This
board will process, discuss and vote on
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Diversity Lecture Series wraps up tonight at Fountain St. Church
Journalist, author
Matt Taibbi closes
out this year’s
lecture series
By Brittany Miller
Collegiate Staff

As a columnist at Rolling Stone, for
the past 10 years, Matt Taibbi has written attention-getting stories on various
topics, ranging from finance to sports to
politics.
In articles like “For David Brooks, the
Rich Are People, the Poor Are Numbers,”
Taibbi’s style of straight to the point writing shines, as it does through his articles
over the years.
His ability to deliver the facts and
voice his opinion laid the foundation of
a great career, and now, an insightful
novel.
TAIBBI/COURTESY ROLLING STONE

5

As an author Taibbi produces another
though-provoking piece of work in his
novel “The Divide: American injustice in
the Age of the Wealth Gap.”
Taibbi challenges readers to think
about why their rights are determined
based on wealth or poverty. Why have
the crime percentages decreased, yet
the prison population increases? It just
doesn’t make any sense, and that’s the
exact concept that Taibbi points out.
Chapter after chapter, readers get the
opportunity to question the very system
that the country runs on, and why it
seems to be different because of the
money building up in American’s bank
accounts or the lack there of. Taibbi
referred back to articles, and stories
he’s seen that build the foundation to the
exact thing he is questioning, the law.
Taibbi will bring his message to Grand
Rapids Community College March 25
when he addresses an audience for the
final segment of the Diversity Lecture
Series at 7 p.m. at Fountain Street
Church.

this matter in a timely fashion. What we’re
trying to do here is do the right thing in the
right way and I believe this will help us do
that.”
The state Supreme Court is expected to
rule on the issue this summer, possibly in
June, according to the Equality Michigan
website.
“I wish (the board) would’ve addressed
it now and not waited because the domestic partner benefits concern is broader than
marriage,” said Frederick van Hartesveldt,
the Faculty Association President at GRCC.
van Hartesveldt proposed domestic
partner benefits for both gay and straight
couples at the January board meeting on
behalf of GRCC faculty and staff.
“This issue often gets confused with
marriage equality,” said John Cowles, Dean
of Student Success and Retention. “These
benefits are not just for LGBT staff, but for
heterosexual couples as well.”
Cowles and his partner have been
together for over 21 years.
“If anybody wants a partner bad enough,
they can marry them,” Trustee Richard
Ryskamp said in response to this issue.
“There’s no law against anybody marrying
anybody else…if they really want the benefits they can just get married.”
Thirteen states, including Michigan, still
have bans on gay marriage, including the
state of Michigan.
Ryskamp is often known for his strong
worldviews and executive demands. At the
board retreat on March 18, he requested the
President to issue a manifesto.
“He was taking a lot of things out of
context to build his own narrative,” GRCC
President Steven Ender said in an interview
after the meeting. Ender also mentioned
that an “employee off the rails” had posted a
mission statement on the Diversity Learning
Center’s website that was not in full connection with GRCC’s mission statement as a
college, but was being claimed as such.
Ender said that the incorrect wording was
taken down and has since been replaced
with an improved description.
At the board retreat discussion of a higher
demand on distance learning at GRCC was
brought up, meaning more online classes
available for students that can’t always trek
to the urban campus. When Ender became
president, only 3 percent of classes were
available online, now that number is up to
15 percent, according to Ender.
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EDITORIAL
GRCC needs to stop dragging its
feet on domestic partner benefits
When Grand Rapids Community
College Faculty Association President
Fred van Hartesveldt, proposed that the
college offer domestic partner benefits ,
at the January Board of Trustees meeting, it looked like the administration was
making strides to become more inclusive.
Offering benefits to those in domestic partnerships is popular among many
organizations and companies in the
area and around the country, including
Trustee Deb Bailey’s
employer, Steelcase.
Although some
on
the
board,
including Chairman
Bert Bleke, have
publicly endorsed
Ender’s proposal, it
was surprising that
nobody on the board
spoke up against it.
When it was
announced
that
the United States
Supreme
Court
would be hearing the 6th Circuit Court
of Appeals’ decision to ban gay marriage,
the board announced that they would be
delaying their vote on domestic partnership benefits. The court’s decision
should not factor into the board’s vote,
because gay people are not the only
people eligible to become domestic partners.
For some, this vote would go against
a “certain worldview,” held by those who
believe domestic partners should not
receive the same benefits as those united
by the holy institution of marriage. This
is less about the sanctity of marriage
and more about the fact that same-sex
couples, who live together, qualify as

domestic partners.
According to many state laws, any
two people, regardless of sex, who live
together, are considered domestic partners. So why then does the board feel it
necessary to wait until after the Supreme
Court decision to make theirs?
There isn’t a logical answer to the
question. In 2011, Gov. Rick Snyder
signed a bill banning taxpayer paid
health insurance for the domestic partners of public employees, which was
ruled
unconstitutional last year.
If the Board of
Trustees wants to
base their decision
on a federal ruling
regarding the constitutionality of domestic partner benefits
there is no need to
wait. The case that
the U.S. Supreme
Court is discussing is
about gay marriage.
For the board,
the only thing that would change, no
matter the decision of the Supreme
Court, is whether or not gay employees
of the college would apply for benefits as
married couples or domestic partners.
Either way, the school would still
have to extend the same benefits, now
being withheld, to openly gay people.
According to the GRCC website, the
college “Create(s) an inclusive learning
and working environment that recognizes the value and dignity of each
person.” If the college wants to be allinclusive, like its mission claims to be,
then the right thing to do would be to
extend benefits before the Supreme
Court decision.

Editorial Cartoon courtesy Tribune News Service
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Standing up to fear
Collegiate staffer
Corey Tucker takes
the stage
By Corey Tucker
Collegiate Staff

I loved being a class clown in school.
Making a room full of my young, dorky
fellow classmates laugh was the best kind
of gratification. However, even with the
years of experience being a class clown
at Barton Elementary or my even more
entertaining lunchtime antics at Del Vallejo
Junior High school, I never once considered getting on a stage to make people
laugh.
For one thing, all the friends I was
making laugh in school were people I knew,
people I was comfortable with. Standup,
on the other hand, consisted of making a
bunch of strangers laugh.
Guys and gals were getting up in front
of rooms full of people that they had never
seen before and making them laugh like
they had known each other for 20 years. I
wanted to try it, but was completely terrified of being booed off stage. It also didn’t
help that some of the greatest comics to
grab the mic made it look so intimidatingly
easy.
There was one night while watching
Richard Pryor Live at the Sunset Strip
with my uncle Scott when I decided I
would never be able to try standup. Most
thirteen year olds would have more confidence, however most thirteen year olds are
not slightly interested in being a standup
comedian. The way Pryor was so flawless,
I just could never fathom being that good.
Fortunately, the love for my class clown
antics stayed with me through middle
school to the point that my seventh grade
English teacher, Mr. Riesland told me that
he wouldn’t be surprised to see me on TV
in the future opening for George Carlin.
Mr. Riesland did not understand the
respect I had for him. Not only was he an
adventurous rock climber, but he also had
a great sense of humor. He constantly had
the class cracking up. All the kids in that
class looked up to him. So, when he told
me he could see me doing standup comedy
I had to make trying stand up a reality, and
if for nothing else, for Mr. Riesland.
As time passed by, I slowly transformed
into an introvert. I was very shy and
enjoyed solitude on very consistent occasions. However, that didn’t change the fact
that I wanted to get up in front of a room
full of people and try to make them laugh.
Knowing good and well that the chances of
crashing and burning were not only likely
to happen, but the humility would be a gut
wrenching experience with uncomfortable silences due to forgetting a joke and
blank emotionless looks on disappointed
patron’s faces. An experience that would
be a gut shot to my pride.
Finally on a rainy Sunday in April of
2009, I decided to try my luck at standup
in a hotel lounge in Grand Rapids. In
preparation for this momentous occasion,
I isolated myself in the basement of the
house I was renting in East Grand Rapids.
In my basement I paced around all day
going over what I wanted to talk about
during my set. Topics included the alarming amount of hot chicks working fast
food, my girlfriend peeing with the door
open, and finally, how my then girlfriend
dumped me for checking out hot fast food
chicks. I know, ground breaking stuff.
I had never felt more anxiety in my life
than I felt on that Sunday. I was accompanied by nausea and the feeling of butterflies,
in fact, it felt like butterflies were vomiting
in my stomach. The anxiety got uncomfortable to the point where I thought about
canceling. In fact, I had to stop myself from
emailing the host of Sunday Night Funnies,
Brian B. three different times to tell him
that I couldn’t make it. What kept me from
canceling was the disappointment I knew I
would feel toward myself if I wouldn’t have
followed through.
Unfortunately my worst enemy that
terrifying Sunday, was myself. I was confident that I could make a group of people
laugh, however, I was also confident that
some groups of people, like people who

COURTESY COREY TUCKER

don’t share my sense of humor, can be
savage. I know this because I have been
one of those people who sit in the crowd
judging a comedian who is on stage struggling. I figured that that Sunday night,
sitting in that crowd, would be a bunch of
people just like myself, judging harshly.
One person who I knew would judge
harshly was my then girlfriend. Thus, I
asked her not to go.
In fact, I didn’t invite a single person.
I was so sure that my performance would
go bad that I didn’t want anybody I knew
from work or wherever to see me. A couple
friends who texted me about the show I
never replied back to. Even my brother,
Chris, wanted to show his support, but I
asked him not to go, as well.
Maybe the scariest part of that entire
Sunday night was the fact that I thought
the show started an hour later than it actually did. Consequently, when I arrived to
the hotel lounge, the show had already
started. I was to go on after the comedian
who was already on stage. I got really weak
in the knees when Brain B. told me that I
was up next. I quick walked to the bar,
ordered a beer, and then sat at a high table
in the back of the lounge going over what I
was going to talk about.
I had never consumed twenty-two
ounces of beer so fast. As I tried going over
my jokes in my head I couldn’t help but
gaze upon the crowd. They didn’t seem like
jerks. They were listening to the comedian
on stage. Were they laughing? Not hysterically, but they were giving him their attention. Finally my nausea reminded me that
I needed to concentrate on my jokes. My
nerves however, were making it hard to
remember them. The comedian on stage, I
cannot remember his name, told the crowd
they were great, then got off—my turn.
I don’t remember much from being on
stage. The first minute was very vague.
What I do remember was a woman in a red
blouse sitting up front nervously as I talked
about flirting with the hotties that worked
the night shift at the 28th street Taco Bell.
I also remember getting a couple laughs
when talking about my girlfriend peeing
with the door open. I also had a dude
agreeing with me that women should stop
getting too comfortable too quick.
The most important thing I remember
however, is the smile I had when I walked
off stage. I wasn’t smiling because I was
finally done with the terrifying experience.
I was smiling because I actually got the
nerve to get on stage and it didn’t go awful.
I sat through the rest of the show, grinning from ear to ear. Doing that one show
gave me the confidence to sign up for more
and more open mics throughout West
Michigan. In doing so, other great opportunities presented themselves. Opportunities
like Gilda’s LaughFest.
Because of LaughFest half of Mr.
Riesland’s prediction was correct. I got
to perform on television. I didn’t open for
George Carlin, but a few local comedians,
including myself, received a chance to
perform on a Fox 17 news morning show
for a chance to win a spot on another
LaughFest showcase. I didn’t win the
competition, but the chance to perform on
television in front of a regional audience
was a victory in itself.
The biggest victory however, was finally
getting up the nerve to try standup comedy.
From that experience I have obtained selfesteem, a vast group of amazingly talented
friends, and unique opportunities that a lot
of people do not get. If you’ve ever been
interested in trying standup, I would highly
recommend giving it a shot. It was one of
the greatest decisions I ever made.
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Editor-in-Chief makes most of school-sponsored trip to NYC
By Sean P. Mulhall
Editor-in-Chief

Earlier this month I traveled to New
York City for the first time since the summer
after eighth grade.
I was there, with my fellow editors at
The Collegiate, for a student media conference. The purpose of the trip was to attend
the lectures, gain insights into the world of
professional journalism and network a little
bit.
While I did meet some interesting fellow
student journalists and learned quite a bit
from the guest speakers, I took this opportunity of a lifetime to explore the most interesting city in the country, maybe the world.
It’s hard to say that, because I’ve never been
to Paris or Tokyo, among many other places
on my list to visit someday.
My first time in New York was for a
school trip and I only had one, strictly
supervised, day. This time, as a 27-yearold man, I was given a little more freedom
concerning my itinerary. The days were
mostly devoted to the conference and the
entire group gathered for breakfast and
dinner. Aside from dinner, the nights, after
5 p.m. we were free to spend the time the
way we wanted, within reason.
Staying at the Times Square Sheraton
set us up in a central location about 10
blocks south of Central Park and within
walking distance of Broadway and 5th
Avenue, among many other attractions that
I did not have the time to see.
The first couple of days were spent
wandering around in awe of the shear
magnitude of the city, the people on the
streets, the size of the buildings and the
general craziness associated with the
combination of these three things.
I just wanted to walk around and let
whatever editors I was with decide the
course we would take and we saw some
very cool things. Among the highlights
of those excursions were 30 Rockefeller
Plaza. Sadly there was not a Tina Fey sighting.
I experienced many firsts including
riding the famous subway system, hailing
a yellow taxi and eating a hot dog from a
street vendor, but I had some very specific
must see destinations on my itinerary.
The first place on my list was The Dakota
Building. This is the building John Lennon
and Yoko Ono were living in when Lennon
was shot and killed, in 1980, by crazed
fan, Mark David Chapman. As a lifelong
Beatle fan and, more importantly a huge
fan of Lennon’s music and views, personal,
political and artistic, I had to visit the place
where the man took his last breath.
I had my picture taken in front this
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Collegiate staffers make no attempt to hide the fact that they are tourists on their first night in Times Square.
deeply important and personally significant
landmark by Chief Web Editor Jacquelyn
Zeman. While I did not have the time to sit
and reflect and fully appreciate it, because
it is a residence and not a tourist attraction, I did have my picture taken and took
a moment to pay my respects to one of my
heroes.
Later that night, I went to the next spot
I had to visit, the Museum of Modern Art.
This semester I decided to take History
of Modern Art, with GRCC Professor
Kimberly Overdevest, on a whim. What I
thought was going to be a bad idea, turned
out to be one of the best I’ve ever made. I
now know more than I ever thought I would
about artists and their techniques, as well
as their personal lives. After this awakening happened, MoMA jumped right up near
the top of my list. It was incredible to see
Picasso’s “Three Musicians” and Van Gogh’s
“Starry Night” in real life, but the best part
had to be seeing the loose brushstrokes
of Claude Monet from less than six inches
away. It’s too bad the special Bjork exhibit

was at capacity, because I would have loved
to see my favorite Icelandic singer’s new
music video in an interactive experience.
It must be noted that upon leaving
MoMA, my adviser, Jennifer AckermanHaywood, convinced me to walk over 40
blocks to the Metropolitan Museum of Art
with her, Jacquelyn, Photo Editor Jonathan
D. Lopez and A&E/Features Editor Kayla
Tucker. Even though I was dead tired
and my phone was even closer to death, I
decided, “What the hell?”
I’m so glad she did, because I had no idea
the MET had a smaller, but more impressive collection of Modern Art. I got to see
my first Georgia O’Keefe and Salvador Dali
paintings, as well as my favorite painting
of all time - “Portrait of Gertrude Stein” by
Pablo Picasso.
The third and most important destination for me was The New York Times building. As an aspiring student journalist I think
that the pinnacle of journalism happens
through this media outlet. While I would
have liked to take a tour during business

hours and meet some of the reporters and
editors I admire, my 2 a.m. walk with sports
editor, Zach Watkins, was enough to satisfy
my need to say I’ve been there. Hopefully
someday I’ll return to the company, but as
an employee, not a tourist.
With my aspirations of becoming a
successful journalist and writer, people
always give me a funny look and ask if
I really think it wise to want to enter an
industry in flux, where newspapers are falling like dominoes and the future isn’t clear.
After standing in front of The New York
Times building, freezing my butt off at 2
a.m., to take a silly little picture to post on
Instagram, at the end of a week of lectures
focused on the very same questions people,
myself included, ask everyday, my goal of
a life as a professional journalist has only
been reaffirmed.
This is the path I am supposed to be on.
With heroes including David Carr, Ernest
Hemingway, Mark Twain and Ben Bradlee
I can’t imagine wanting to do anything else
that would be more fulfilling.

Student journalist reflects on time spent on ‘Collegiate’ staff
By Jacquelyn Zeman
Chief Web Editor

Although I may have lacked several
hours of sleep multiple times a week
over the last two years, there is no other
way I would have rather spent my time
as a student at Grand Rapids Community
College.
When I graduated from high school in
2013, I did not receive the best response
from high school classmates and teachers
when I told them I would be attending the
local community college.
I can say now I have actually learned
more about myself, and about people in
the last two years at community college
than I did in my first 18 years.
Contrary to what many think, community colleges are real colleges. If you
embrace the experience, some really
unique opportunities can come from it.
Before I even set foot on campus for my
first class in August of 2013, I accepted the
job of News Editor at the student newspaper. At the time I did not know much about
the technical aspects of journalism, but I

knew I wanted to give the career option a
test drive.
The Collegiate proved to me that writing something good, or sometimes getting
anything down on the page at all, is difficult. It is especially challenging when you
are not in the mood to write, tired, or you
have a lot of other things going on in your
life that really need your attention as well.
Writing on a regular basis though has
made me much better at pulling something
readable together at a moment’s notice,
even at the most un-godly hours of the
night.
Having a constant flow of work, and
little time to take a breather between print
publications has actually made me learn
how to organize and manage my life.
The workload that college itself brings
is not easy, but if I discovered anything
from the past two years, it would be how
to make deadlines.
The reality of working for the college
newspaper helped me see how many
students, professors and faculty members
support and really love what we do, but on
the other hand I’ve also realized how that
many people don’t like me just because I
work for the student newspaper.
It does not matter what you do, I think

there will always be people who disagree
with your cause and will want to criticize
your work. On the other hand, there will
always be people who are supportive of
what you do.
I have learned that the first amendment, and free...(T)he most
dom of speech
rewarding part of
in
particular,
working for the
is a pretty big
deal for journalCollegiate was
ists. In the last
seeing the paper
year especially, improve, and see my
it has been seen
fellow staff members
more than ever
become better
that
student
journalists.
media
outlets
are having their
rights limited.
The Collegiate has also made me much
more aware of how technology can really
shape my career. Journalism is changing,
but not going away.
Everyone is becoming a journalist in a
way with social media shaping the media
industry. I need to be ready for this shift to
change the way I will look at my potential
career.
The “gift of gab” has saved me many
times when putting together a story. Being

able to not just ask the right questions, but
able to walk up to anyone and strike up a
conversation has proven to be one of the
best skills I have taken away. Being inquisitive has made the process of investigative
journalism seem much smoother.
Working for the Collegiate has made
life after college seem a lot less scary than
it was before. I have a clearer view of what
I want my life to look like when I graduate.
Working with a small staff at the paper
has had many benefits. We have been in the
trenches together, trying to create interesting stories, but also meet deadlines.
Through this you discover how people’s
strengths and weaknesses can complement each other to create a win-win situation. You accept someone for who they
are, because you know their story and how
they got to where they are today.
I have become a better writer and
editor, but by far the most rewarding part
of working for the Collegiate was seeing
the paper improve, and see my fellow staff
members become better journalists.
The final print product is great to hold
in your hand after each production cycle,
but nothing will really compete with the
process it took to make that publication
happen.
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By Corea Parks
Collegiate Staff

Successful blogging is not something
that happens overnight, however there are
a few things you can do to achieve a smooth
blog launch.
A blog is a regularly updated website ran
by one individual or a small group, and written in an informal, conversational format.
Blogging has become popular because it
gives writers the ability to embrace their
own personality, and separate themselves
from others. This helps build a selective
audience that admires the writer’s unique
style.
The primary use for a blog is to consistently give an audience something, in the
writer’s perspective, to see, think or talk
about. It is vital to recognize that the audience relies on the blogger to keep them
updated. If this is not fulfilled the audience
will either never build or will slowly decline.

Getting started
“I suggest to anyone that wants to start
a brand/blog to invest in themselves,” said
Bethany Polynice, professionally known
as Jayn Deaux, a local Grand Rapids blogger and founder of hiphopandthecity.com.
“Having your own domain gives the intended
audience the ease to take you seriously. You

want to cut out the middle man.”
Though this blog was created in 2014,
Polynice has been blogging since 2011
When starting a blog, the first step is
picking a platform that benefits the blogger best. There are free blogs such as
Wordpress, Tumblr and Medium to name a
few. Then there are paid hosts, which are
blogging platforms that offer the ability to
pay for your personal domain name such
as Wix, Squarespace and Wordpress.org.
Paid Hosts are the platforms suggested by
Polynice, when she explained that the best
way to start is by investing in the blog/brand.
Purchasing a domain name is like buying
your username, which makes the blog officially yours at a price usually less than $50
a year. There are pros and cons to both free
and paid blogging platforms, it all depends
on how you plan to utilize your blog.

Setting up your blog and
generating content
When Polynice first started blogging she
ran into the issue of deciding what to blog
about, how to gain the interest of people
and where to draw the line as far as how
much to share personally.
“When blogging you definitely want to
write about something you’re very passionate about,” Polynice said. “You must choose
a topic you’re willing to talk about for a
lifetime, broad enough to never run out of
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ideas, yet specific enough to already have
an audience waiting for you, which is why
I chose to write about hip hop and our city.”
Effective blogs contain content that
benefits the blogger. After selecting your
blogging platform you must begin by picking a topic that will benefit you and/or
your audience. The topic being the overall purpose of your blog, the reason you
created it. Some popular topics are fashion,
make-up tutorials, book reviews and lifestyle bloggers.
Having a topic is essential to having an
effective blog because an audience usually
picks and chooses who they follow based
on their own interests. Make your topic very
clear to the audience and never stray too far
away from it because your audience may
feel like you’re defeating their reason for
following you.

Consistency is key
Repetition is gold. Every post you make
should contain the exact same format. The
font, colors, visual placement and content
should be repetitive throughout the entire
blog. Though the topic ultimately stays the
same, views change and so does the bloggers perspective. Repetitive formatting
helps remind the audience of the overall
purpose of the blog.
“It is important to construct a brand
out of yourself and through your blog,”
said Anthony “TJ” Kanu Jr, local Project
Developer for Imperial Website Design.
“Your brand is the way you present yourself
and your purpose through your blog, which
can be done with colors, font selection,
design, etcetera.”
Kanu, having plenty of experience with
web design, magnifies the importance of
strategic layout and formatting.
Though blogging can seem a bit complex
at first, the investment of time, money and
dedication certainly has the potential to pay
off. It is becoming more common to land
big jobs, become famous or simply earn a
little bit of cash from a successful blog. The
reason this is true is simple, blogging is a
more serious and professional way to grab
the reader’s attention and keep it.
Blogging is intended to be long term and
beneficial. Bloggers work to establish a relationship between the writer and the reader,
whereas social media is more of an attempt
to stay connected through the exposure
of global perspective and behavior. Social
media tends to be a lot less professional.
As long as you are making a conscious
effort at choosing the correct platform,
establishing an accommodating theme,
enhancing that theme through your formatting, and posting relatable photos, you will
be on a great start to becoming a successful
blogger.

How I hopped on – and off – the Tumblr bandwagon
By Jonathan D. Lopez
Photo Editor

I still remember the day I showed my
first claymation at the end of my sociology class for fun.
“Wow, what a waste of time,” came a
snarky voice from the back of the room.
People like that made me not want to
share my work with others.
I especially hated showing my animations to kids at school and seeing that they
weren’t even slightly interested. To further
complicate things, I was living in a quiet
subdivision in Wyoming – not exactly an
artist hotspot.
Fortunately, on a summer day in 2009
my brother encouraged me to create a blog
on some website called Tumblr. No one I
knew was on it, but it was easier to use than
Wordpress and it had a strong art community.
The first year, I was astounded that I had
racked up a few thousand followers, but I
mainly got a kick from seeing fellow artists
liking and reblogging (sharing) my work.
In college, it seemed that everyone in
the photo department was hopping on the
Tumblr micro-blogging bandwagon. For
once, I was actually ahead of the game.
Partly due to being an early adopter of

Tumblr, I was inducted into the Spotlight for
Illustrators, a directory for popular Tumblr
users. Thanks to the exposure, my following increased by 1,000 people per week for
over a year.
At that point, I noticed my following
shifting from the creative bloggers to the
weird, the potheads and those obsessed
with porn GIFs. I stopped clicking through
to see where my work was being reblogged
from there on.
Despite having over 50,000 followers, I
knew I had lost my audience and my love
for Tumblr. It was around this time that
having a Tumblr account became common,
and most people were following over 100
blogs.
In January 2012, I made a mad attempt
to create a new sculpture, document the
process with a time lapse, photograph the
sculpture, then publicizing both the sculpture and time lapse on Tumblr – daily. The
entire process consumed between six and
eight hours a day.
My plan was successful in bringing in
more people from the art community, but
possibly 10 times more successful at attracting folks from the shady part of Tumblr.
I would have continued this slavish
routine had I not slipped on a patch of black
ice which left me suffering with back pain
for a few days. The injury gave me a breather
to realize that my blog was consuming every

last minute of my free time.
I slowed down drastically, but surprisingly, my numbers rose to over 100,000
followers after a couple more years.
Honestly, I didn’t feel any more satisfied.
Likes. Reblogs. It didn’t really matter, and
I felt like having my work in blog format
made my work dated a day after I posted it.
Since then I’ve reconsidered how I get
my name out there. I created a portfolio
website featuring everything from my plasticine sculptures to illustration and documentary photography.
I have continued blogging on my website
about personal experiences and behind the
scenes of my clay work. Still, I try to share
an illustration on Tumblr from time to time,
but it’s usually an afterthought.
Though traffic on my personal website
is significantly less than that on Tumblr,
I am able to direct my content directly to
the people I want through Twitter and
Facebook.
While I have mixed feelings about
Tumblr as a veteran user, I am thankful that
it has allowed me to be a little more vulnerable with my art. To anyone interested in
starting a blog, be aware that the web is full
of “interesting” people.

See Jonathan’s work at jonathandlopez.com.
Follow @clay.alchemist on Instagram.
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Wanda Sykes brings the funny
By Kayla Tucker

A&E/Features Editor
Wanda Sykes’ performance at this year’s
LaughFest performance gave the audience
what they wanted - thought provoking humor.
Keith Robinson with jokes about his
addiction to red wine, republicans, and ISIS
got the crowd warmed up for Sykes.
From jokes about the American
diet, to the social media revolution,
Sykes, 51, told the audience how
she feels, and how we should feel
as well.
Sykes’ career has led her
to appear nationwide and on
TV shows such as “Curb Your
Enthusiasm”, “New Adventures
of Old Christine”, and “The
Wanda Sykes Show.”’
She walked on to the
stage talking about how
honored she was to be
performing on behalf of
Gilda’s Club and how
she herself is a breast
cancer survivor.
Sykes noted that
Barack Obama’s presidency has divided the
nation racially, to the
point where people

either love him or hate him, based on his race.
“I want him to go off,” she said, hoping
that Obama will snap one day and let the
world know how he feels about the media’s
accusations.
She also addressed the topic that being
gay is not a choice. The audience greeted
her serious topics with shouts and
applauses.
Sykes said that every
day she asks herself how
she got to where she is
in life, which is married
to a french woman with
two kids, of whom she
is quick to say that they
are all white, while she is
not. When her kids come in
her bedroom at night she
said that there’s “nothing
scarier than two creepy
white kids at the foot
of your bed.”
“How did all
these white people
get in my house?”
Sykes joked, saying
that the way she
feels must be how
the Obamas feel in
the White House.
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LAUGHFEST 2015
WRAP
UP

JONATHAN D. LOPEZ/PHOTO EDITOR

Cold weather and icy patches did not stop FUNderwear runners on from
completing the 5K run on March 8.

George Lopez closes LaughFest
JOHN ROTHWELL/LEAD PHOTOGRAPHER

about her family, her
time on the University
of Michigan women’s
basketball team, and
her time serving on the
bench as a Judge.
With the start of show
delayed by 10 minutes
so staff members from
the CIC could bring out
more chairs, a standingroom-only crowd gathered to see Smolenski
entertain a crowd of
more than 200, which she
joked included everyone
but the bishop, who was
“overseeing bingo.”
Taking the stage for
her first ever LaughFest,
Smolenski
was
not
worried about the crowd
size. What did worry
Smolenski was the fact
that she was sharing the
stage with Jesus Christ
at the Last Supper, as
she pointed to a mural of
the scene hanging on the
wall next to the stage.
“I promise to keep it
clean,” Smolenski said
to the mural, as the audiJOHN ROTHWELL/LEAD PHOTOGRAPHER ence laughed
Smolenski said she
Judge Sara Smolenski shared the stage with a mural of
“loves a microphone and
Jesus at the Last Supper.
a crowd,” and it showed,
as she captivated the
audience and could have
‘Funny Judge’ fills in
had them laughing well into the night, if
for ailing nun
time allowed.
Calling herself “the funny judge,”
at LaughFest
Smolenski dedicated her show to Dominican
sister Sue Tracy who she dubbed “the funny
By John Rothwell
nun.”
Collegiate Staff
Smolenski was filling in for Tracy who
Judge Sara Smolenski kept the is battling her fifth bout with cancer and
LaughFest crowd entertained for well over was unable to perform. Tracy was the
an hour at the Catholic Information Center only comic to perform on stage at the CIC
LaughFest location until Smolenski filled in
(CIC).
The 63rd District Court judge told stories for her this year.

By Jacquelyn Zeman

Chief Web Editor
The fifth annual Grand Rapid based
comedy festival, LaughFest, closed March
15 with a performance by George Lopez at
DeVos Performance Hall.
Bryan Kellen, who opened for Lopez,
asked the crowd if it was illegal to text and
drive in Michigan. When the crowd said it
was, he said this really surprised him.
“I learned this in four minutes,” Kellen
said. “Everyone is looking down here …
going 15 miles per hour over the speed
limit. It was safer when it was legal and no
one had to hide it…what should be illegal
is texting and walking. You have nothing to
protect you (if you get hit).”
After Kellen, Lopez took the stage, and
started with a riff about what Americans are
afraid of.
“This country is going through a lot of
crazy (things),” Lopez said. “Are we still
afraid of Ebola, or just Bill Cosby?”
Lopez went on to explain why he does
not think Ebola exists.
“Mexicans didn’t get it,” Lopez said. “We
always get the sh*t nobody wants.”
He explained how white women receive
compliments is very different from Latino
women.
“A white woman waits for a compliment,” Lopez said. “A Latina does not wait.
They compliment themselves. Like they
will be struggling to put Spanx on, and
then struggling to put the dress on over the
Spanx. Then they will walk into the living
room and say ‘I knew it fit!’…You will be
at dinner, then all of the sudden out of no
where (she will say) ‘You have been doing
better since you met me.’”
Lopez said how he does not understand
why people feel a need to compliment their
kids “24 hours a day.”
“From the time they wake up, you have
to be like ‘good morning…you woke up
awesome,’” Lopez said.
He said in his generation this would have
never happened. They were only complimented when they really screwed up.
“Like if you crashed the car, the whole
family was in the front yard with your
Dad looking at the car (saying) ‘Beautiful,
congratulations, I don’t know how you did
it!” Lopez said. “You scratched both sides of
the car, I am so proud. I wish I had two of

JONATHAN D. LOPEZ/PHOTO EDITOR

George Lopez shoots his signature stare
at the crowd as he delivers a joke.
you so I could go and kill one.”
Lopez said that he believes we are raising a generation of kids who are not tough
enough.
“(One time) I ran away from home, and
I was gone for three days. Nobody looked!
I went home and told them (I was running
away) again. Now when a kid goes missing
the whole country goes looking for them.”
This confuses some elderly members of
the Lopez family.
“My grandmother thought the ‘Amber’
alert was the same girl getting in different
cars,” Lopez said. “You would be driving,
and out of nowhere (you would hear it), ‘she
(is) at it again…that’s the sixth car she has
gotten in in 10 days.’”
Lopez said that he can’t believe the
lengths that some parents will go through to
please their kids.
“Now car seats have 30 buckles. No kid
is that important. I’m sorry,” Lopez said.
“At Disney I saw a kid crying because his
chicken and bread were touching (at a
restaurant). Parents, don’t give into this!”
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Take care

of the career you love.
B.S. in Interdisciplinary Health Services
A career in health care needs constant attention. Whether you’re preparing
for grad school, looking for non-clinical careers, or just want to move to the
next level, Western Michigan University is preparing today’s professionals to
transform health care. Our interdisciplinary health services bachelor’s degree
is high tech and high touch, with the flexibility of online instruction plus
in-person, hands-on learning at a location near you. This degree was
designed to cover core competencies needed in many health careers.

Learn more today: wmich.edu/extended/healthservices

Muskegon • Grand Rapids

Sustainability

is our main ingredient
B.A. in Food Service
Administration

Grand Rapids is truly a food city. People
here are hungry for information about
the food on their plate. WMU’s bachelor’s
degree in food service administration is
centered on sustainability, so you can
keep one eye on the environment while
you focus on management, marketing,
finance or food science. Check out what
we’re serving up.

Learn more at:
wmich.edu/grandrapids/foodservice

Grand Rapids
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Go Blue.
Go Further.
Transfer Easier.

Learn online.
Information Session
GRCC Counseling and Career Center
April 16th
10 a.m. to 1 p.m.

online.umflint.edu
wmich.edu/GoWest

GO
WEST.
GO WEST.
A new life is out there.

PeoPle come here because they’re lookinG for somethinG. It’s not about packing up the car and going
to a different town. For them it’s about discovery. What they find is a challenge—something unexpected—that opens up
new frontiers. Go West. Discover. Explore. This is one of America’s
great universities. A lot of people who have become successful—
skilled, happy, wealthy and influential—started by heading West.
Western Michigan University. It’s your turn to Grab the reins.

wmich.edu/GoWest

INTERACTIVE PRINT

Download the free
Layar App

Scan this page for
interactive content
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12
UPCOMING EVENTS
Currently

The exhibit “Egypt: Be Curious” is a branch
off of the museum’s own “Be Curious”
exhibit that is devoted to the museum’s
collection of historical artifacts. This
shows the museum’s collection of Egyptian
artifacts like jewelry, funerary masks and a
mummy.
Price: free with student ID

Through April 19

The Grand Rapids Public Museum is
currently showing an exhibit titled “Real
Pirates.” Explore the story of Whydah Galley, a pirate ship that set sail as a slave ship
in London, 1715.
Price: $12 with student ID

Through May 15

The Urban Institute for Contemporary Arts
is showcasing an exhibit entitled “Power
Objects.” The galleries are open from 12-9
p.m. Tuesday through Saturday and from
12-6 p.m. on Sundays.
Price: $5

Through July 5

“Through the Eyes of Weidenaar” is an exhibit at the Grand Rapids Public Museum.
Rey Weidnenaar was a local, but internationally known printmaker who developed
a lot of his art based on his own views of
the world. Use a magnifying glass to find
hidden political messages in his work.
Price: free with student ID

March 25

At 7 p.m., “The Divide: American Injustice in the Age of the Wealth Gap” will be
presented by Matt Taibbi, Rolling Stone
Journalist, at Fountain Street Church.
Price: free

March 26

Dillon Carr, Assistant Professor of Anthropology and Professor Steve Abid, Professor
of Economics at GRCC will be presenting a
lecture titled “GRCC 100 Year Anniversary:
Exploring the Relationship between your
Community’s College and the Community”
at Sneden Hall, Room 108 from 1-2:30 p.m.
Price: free

March 25, 2015

EARTHDAY
On April 22, 1970, over 20
million Americans lined the
streets coast-to-coast, in protest,
to raise awareness for a healthy
and sustainable environment.

The protest was founded by
Gaylord Nelson after seeing the
aftermath of the oil spill in Santa
Barbara, California. Acts like the
Clean Air Act, the Clean Water

By Ashley Fuller
Collegiate Staff

Act and the Endangered Species
Act were created after the first
official Earth Day. Today every
year people around the globe
continue to celebrate this day.

10 easy steps for a greener household
Helping to keep the planet clean doesn’t have to be a strenuous chore

1 2 3
4 5 6 7
8 9 10
Change
light bulbs

When your old light bulbs
run out switch to compact
fluorescent bulbs. CFLs last
up to 10-times longer than
regular bulbs and use
about 75 percent less
energy.

Take
shorter
showers

According to the
Department of Energy, 5
percent to 10 percent of
your electricity comes
from appliances that are
plugged in 24 hours
a day.

Skip
bottled water

Just cutting your
shower by four minutes
can save up to 3,650
gallons of
water per
year.

Over 90 percent of
plastic bottles are not
recycled. These bottles end
up in our lakes, rivers,
and landfills. Switch
to a cleaner alternative
like reusable bottles
such as aluminum or
glass.

Use
reusable bags

Wash
clothes in
cold water

Unplug
appliances

90 percent of the energy used by
a washing machine comes from
heating the water. Switching
to cold water will help save
money and prevent
clothes from color
bleeding.

Walk or
bike more

Save money on
gas and the environment
at the same time, plus
get a little
exercise in.

Recycle

Plastic bags can take up
to 1,000 years to degrade and
once they do start to break
down they break into toxic
pieces that are harmful to the
environment. Using reusable
bags can help eliminate
the waste.

Turn off
the lights

Recycling helps keep
things from ending up
where they shouldn’t. It
can also help create jobs,
according to the EPA,
because people have to sort
through everything and
make sure they end up
in the right places.

When leaving the room
for more than 15 minutes,
save energy and turn off
the lights. When the sun is
shining, open the curtains
and let the sun help
the electrical bill.

Buy local

Buying local can
reduce the amount
of greenhouse gases
produced by supplies being
delivered from different
places and it’s a great
way to help the local
economy.

Dr. Anne Bonds, an Assistant Professor
of Geography out of the University of
Wisconsin-Milwaukee will present a lecture
titled “Colorblindness and Geographies of
Racial Violence” at Sneden Hall, Room 108
at 7 p.m.
Price: free
GRCC’s International Guitar Series presents the Canadian Guitar Quartet in the
Recital Hall of the Music Center, room 200
at 7:30 p.m.
Price: General Admission
$15, Students and Seniors $10
Andrea Hayes will be presenting the next
math seminar titled “Number Sense: A
Biological Look at How Our Minds Create
Mathematics” at 103 Cook Hall from 3-4
p.m.
Price: free

March 31

This week’s Meanwhile Movie at the Peter
Wege Auditorium is Blade II. The show
starts 8 p.m.
Price: $6

COURTESY NASA/WIKIMEDIA COMMONS

STUDENT LIFE

The Student Composers Forum Concert
will be held at the GRCC Music Center,
Recital Hall, Room 200 at 7:30 p.m.
Price: free

Women’s Issues Now takes trip across
the country promoting social change

April 12

By Daniel Arnold

April 2

Grand River Winds will perform at their
concert entitled “In a Spanish Garden” at
Fountain Street Church, 3 p.m.
Price: Adults $6, Students and Seniors
$3

April 16-26

Jewish Theatre Grand Rapids presents
“Death of a Salesman” at Spectrum Theater, 8 p.m. Sunday shows are at 3 p.m.
Price: Students $5, Seniors $18, General
Admission $20
Compiled by
Kayla Tucker A&E/Features Editor

Collegiate Staff

During spring break, Women’s Issues
Now (WIN), a Grand Rapids Community
College student organization dedicated
to highlighting issues among women and
promoting social change, took a trip across
the country to impact the lives of others.
The trip consisted of three students
from GRCC, as well as 24 others from various schools. The nine-day trip began in
Ann Arbor, and stopped in Indianapolis, St.
Louis, Memphis, Fort Smith, and Oklahoma
City before reaching Dallas for their final
stop.
Members of WIN often volunteer and
fundraise to help people who are less fortunate, in addition to attending conferences

and events that inform people on women
and other minority groups.
Savannah Miles, president of WIN, feels
that the trip was not for personal gain, but
for offering support to those who need it.
“I do not want to call it an ‘act of kindness’ because I do not really think that is
what it’s about,” Miles said. “I don’t think it’s
about getting a pat on the back at the end of
the day. It’s about how to become a leader.”
During the trip, the group stopped in
different cities to volunteer at homeless
shelters and soup kitchens.
Miles said the intention of the trip was
to view people’s struggles firsthand in order
to fully comprehend the magnitude of the
problem.
“Throughout the trip, you make relationships with people that are very one-of-a-kind

and I feel very fortunate to have met them,”
Miles said.
Taylor Axdorff, a member of WIN, also
wishes to inform others about the problems
that the people being helped were facing.
“The assisted living home we visited
didn’t need help but, rather, company
because the elderly rarely got visitors,” he
said. “All of the other volunteer opportunities we did, like the dog shelter, were all
tasks that just needed extra help.”
WIN aims to educate others on subjects
from domestic violence to female leadership. The impact of the organization has
helped many since being formed roughly
ten years ago.
To learn more about WIN and the organization’s goals, visit orgsync.com/25613/
chapter.
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Kickin’ Chicken
By Kalah Amash
Collegiate Staff

SCULPTURE & PHOTO BY
JONATHAN D. LOPEZ

After many health scares, people
are starting to be more and more
conscious when it comes to consuming chicken.
Many of the growing concerns
about chicken have to do with where it
comes from and what is being put into
it. Some Grand Rapids meat markets
and restaurants are starting to adapt
to the natural chicken trend.
Montello Meat Market, located in
the Downtown Market on 435 Ionia
Ave SW, is all about providing high
quality meats. A family-owned, full
service retail butcher shop, most of
their chickens are raised on local
farms.
According
to
Sam
Larson,
Executive Butcher at Montello,
their chickens are raised in Lawton,
Michigan and butchered in Holland.
Staying local ensures that the meat is
all natural, free of hormones, antibiotics, gases and dyes. This is crucial at
Montello, not only for the health of its
consumers, but also for the well being
of the environment.
“Nathan at Lily Hill (in Lawton)
raises his chickens entirely on pasture,
foraging for their food with minimal
feed supplementation,” Larson said.
In order to meet customer demands
for boneless, skinless chicken breasts,
Montello uses a larger-scale producer
out of North Carolina.
“Our chicken breast supplier, being
built for volume, does raise exclusively indoors (albeit cage-free) and,
by law, raises their birds free of growth
hormones,” Larson said. “The breasts
are then shipped free of preservative
solutions or pumped with any ‘flavor
enhancing’ chemicals.”
All of Montello’s frozen meats are
vacuum-sealed without any injected
gases. This allows for items to thaw
faster and eliminates the chance of
freezer burn for the freshest product.
Montello encourages customers to ask
where their chicken and other meats
come from and how it’s raised.
“There are many components to
purchasing the “right” piece of meat,”
Larson said. “I suggest starting locally.
Find a local butcher shop or store
and ask for locally produced product. Then find out what processes
the farms are using, and why in order

to encourage industry best practice.
As for restaurants? Always ask. If a
kitchen is unwilling to answer where
their product comes from, be wary
about purchasing it.”
Local restaurants are also adapting to changing consumer wants for
natural chicken. The Electric Cheetah,
located at 1015 Wealthy St SE in Grand
Rapids is known for its food being
fresh, and made with natural ingredients.
“Specialty whole chickens for
lunch and dinner items come locally
from Otto’s farm,” said Mike Maher,
Electric Cheetah General Manager.
Otto’s Chicken farm in Middleville,
Michigan raises hormone and antibiotic-free chicken.
“Our day-to-day chicken comes
from supplier Sysco and is USDA
inspected, all-natural without growth
hormones,” Maher said. “All chicken is
marinated and is cooked to order for
freshness.”
Patatas, located in Winchester
Alley, in the basement of Grand Rapids
Community College, takes caution
when ordering chicken. They use all
white meat skinless chicken breasts
from Gordon Foods.
“To me, it’s the best and the healthiest,” said Avery Sedore, owner of
Patatas. “It’s pre-cooked, seasoned,
shredded, flash-frozen and sent.”
Sedore understands safe eating
and cares about the quality of food
students and staff are consuming.
Natural chicken is a part of the
chicken market. However, many
brands can claim to be natural but
aren’t because of the lack of regulations required. Becoming organiccertified can become too costly and
lengthy for farmers and distributors.
Despite this, there are many farms and
distributors whose chicken is technically organic, but with natural certifications.
Other Grand Rapids restaurants
such as Grove, The Green Well Gastro
Pub, Marie Catrib’s, and the Green
Restaurant serve natural chicken and
other meats. Heffron Farms, Grand
Butchers, and Nourish Organic Market
& Deli are meat markets and butcheries bringing natural meats to the
community.

DO YOU
LOVE
TO SING?

Would you like to improve your singing?
Have you ever considered taking voice lessons?
Voice lessons are available for all students through
the GRCC Music Department. Interested?
Contact Dr. Barton in the music department for more
information. Call (616) 234-2294, sbarton@grcc.edu or
just drop by his office: Room 103 in the Music Building

Accredited by the Higher Learning Commission. GRCC is an Equal Opportunity Institution. 1415-44943
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MY CARE
MY WAY
IS
supportive
and nonjudgmental.

CALL OR GO ONLINE
TO SCHEDULE:
(844) 316-4055
ppwnm.org

DO YOU
L IK E TO

Career
Exploration Fair
Wednesday, April 8, 2015
11 a.m.-1 p.m.
Wisner-Bottrall Applied Technology Center (ATC) Atrium
GRCC's Finance & Administration management staff
will provide answers to your questions regarding careers in:
- Accounting & Budget Services
- Campus Police
- Cashiers
- Event Management

- Facilities
- Financial Aid
- Human Resources
- Purchasing

A light lunch will be provided.
Questions? Please contact purchasing@grcc.edu.

Did you sing in your high school or church choir?
The GRCC Music Department has a course for you.
MUS 189 College Choir
Meets Tuesdays & Thursdays
9:00-10:00 a.m.
1 credit hour – Counts as elective degree credit
Register for the Fall 2015 semester!
Questions?
Contact Dr. Barton at (616) 234-2294
or e-mail: sbarton@grcc.edu

Register NOW!

#100waystogive

Accredited by the Higher Learning Commission. GRCC is an Equal Opportunity Institution. 1516-44942
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BOOK REVIEW

FILM REVIEW

The book
behind
the movie
‘Still Alice’
grabs readers
from page one

‘Focus’ highlights chemistry and humor
between stars Smith and Robbie

By Brittany Miller
Collegiate Staff

Lisa Genova debuts an emotional
experience for readers everywhere in her
book “Still Alice.” Grabbing my attention
from page one, I threw myself into the
story
following
Harvard
professor, wife
and
mother
Alice,
who
learns that she
has early onset
Alzheimer’s.
From forgetting just one
word
in
a
speech, to learning that she
has early onset
Alzheimer’s,
I
“Still Alice”
found
myself
getting choked
up 14 pages into the book, despite having a
long way to go in Alice’s story. Alzheimer’s
is an illness few understand, and communicating the stages of it, as well as the
feelings of the individual, is something
Genova does extremely well.
“Still Alice” (370 pages, $9.71) was
emotionally gripping, bringing a brutal
and heartbreaking truth to the life of
Alzheimer’s, and how much one’s life can
unravel from their hands as this illness
completely takes over.
Her family has to come to grips as,
chapter by chapter, they start to lose
pieces of Alice as a mother, a wife and
professor. I believe that is what made the
story more relatable as Genova showed
how much this illness affects not only the
individual, but also those around them.
The loss that is suffered because of Alice’s
diagnosis is heart wrenching, yet inspiring
as the family goes through the obstacles
Alice faces as part of this disease. Genova
brings this element of togetherness even
though Alice’s life is falling apart and that
brings the story full circle.
“Still Alice” is not only a go-to book for
those who have witnessed similar experiences, but for those who love to lose themselves in a gripping story. Genova created
a beautiful novel, capturing my attention
from the first page and I highly recommend readers pick up a copy. Lose yourself in the pages of “Still Alice” and come
out with a new understanding, despite
all the tears that will come at the turn of
every page.
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By Suzy Stocking
Collegiate Staff

"Focus" is filled with excitement and
style, but falls short with it's far-fetched
storyline and constant twists.
Nicky, played by Will Smith, is a con
artist who has been in the business for as
long as he can remember. He and his team
make their living pickpocketing, and they do
it well. Nicky agrees to teach Jess (Margot
Robbie) his tricks and bring her onto his
team. They instantly have a connection, but
romance between two cons isn't simple, as
we find out as the movie unfolds.
Smith and Robbie are both ridiculously
charming and work really well together.
While the film takes a few too many twists
and turns, their chemistry and humor keep
the movie entertaining.
"Focus" is written and directed by
Glenn Ficarra and John Requa, the team
behind "Crazy, Stupid, Love." The duo does
a fantastic job creating tense scenes that
keep you on the edge of your seat, along

COURTESY WARNER BROS./FACEBOOK

with mesmerizingly choreographed pickpocketing scenes.
While Robbie proves she is a star in the
making, and Smith gives his best performance in quite some time, the story itself
lacks depth. The storyline is far from

believable and some of the twists could be
seen from miles away.
Even though the movie has its shortcomings, the cast's performances and humor
along with the elaborate style of the movie
will keep you entertained until the very end.

THEATER

An Italian kind of love passes through Spectrum Theater
By Kayla Tucker
A&E/Feature Editor

The opening performance of “The Light in
the Piazza” at Spectrum Theater nearly filled
the entire auditorium. Whether they knew it
or not, the audience was reeled into a romantic comedy, Romeo and Juliet type Italian
drama of a musical.
The Actors’ Theatre show starts out with
a mother, who has an unusually strong southern American accent, and her daughter arriving in Italy for a vacation, and doing their best
to speak the language. The characters move
between Florence and Rome and the year is
1953.
The daughter, Clara (Chelsea Herrema),
was an extreme ditz with a maturity problem
and the mother, Margaret (Kathy Gibson),
breaks the fourth wall throughout the show,
where she notes to the audience what she
thinks about what her daughter’s doing,
usually in a sarcastic way.
The plot of the story doesn’t leave the audience with a strong take away message, but
makes up for the lack of moral with humor
and the ditziness of the characters providing
a whole new experience.
A more serious part of the play comes
when Margaret faces relationship problems
with her husband, Roy, who could care less
about her. She sings a sad song titled “Dividing
Day” where defines her relationship as “we
are together, but no more love, no more love
allowed.” This scene explains earlier asides
made by Margaret to the audience about her
daughter’s love life.
The music of the show was impressive. A

KAYLA TUCKER/ A&E/FEATURES EDITOR

Actors Chelsea Herrema and Jared Douglas share one of many intimate
moments in “Light in the Piazza.”
piano, violin, cello, bass, keyboard and a harp
accompanied beautiful singing that brought
chills to the audience with each belting note.
Although the plot could have more depth
to it, the actors did a good job at creating their
characters off the script.

The show, which includes a 15-minute
intermission, will continue tonight March 21,
26-28. All shows begin at 8 p.m. at the Spectrum
Theater at Grand Rapids Community College.
Student tickets are $10 and general admission
runs between $26-28.

BOOKS

‘Girls’ creator, star gives too much information about life
By Brittany Miller
Collegiate Staff

Commonly known as the actress and
creator of the HBO series “Girls,” Lena
Dunham writes her life story in one witty,
sometimes too detailed novel.
In “Not That Kind of Girl” (288 pages,
$17.22), Dunham provides readers with
various essays, including topics such as
that first awkward sexual experience, to
making it in the “real world.”
As a fan of Dunham, I didn’t hesitate to
grab this book the day of release and dive
in, but as I flipped through the pages I experienced quite a rollercoaster of emotions
from anger to happiness, and confusion

to
complete
understanding.
Dunham wrote
from the perspective of every
20-something
woman out there
who is trying to
get through life,
while still hanging on to the
“woman power”
ideal.
Though some
“Not That Kind of Girl”
of the details
of her experiences made me wince, she
brought nothing but honesty, creating
a new element of sophistication for her
readers, allowing herself to get serious in
certain areas of her life.

“My OCD isn’t completely gone, but
maybe it never will be. Maybe it’s a part of
who I am, part of what I have to manage,
the challenge of my life. And for now that
seems okay,” Dunham said in an essay
titled “Therapy & Me”.
Dunham does not talk about the
aspects of her life in a sequential order.
She jumps from different times in her life,
childhood to teen years, while discussing
the topics at hand. It created a different
experience for readers, not your typical
trip down memory lane as she didn’t focus
on one experience from one year of her
life.
I’m not saying that fellow Dunham
fans, or typical readers shouldn’t give this
book a try. It may not be the book that
everyone is looking for, but I found this
book a good read. “Not That Kind of Girl”

made me remember that I’m not alone in
this crazy world, even someone as famous
as Lena Dunham could relate her various
life experience to me.
As I read each essay, I found myself
joyed at the idea that she in some way
understands certain things we go through
in our lives, such as love. Bringing humor
to a usually serious subject, Dunham
brings that witty attitude fans enjoy, as she
says in the essay “Falling in Love” from
section one, “I have uttered the words “I
love you” to precisely four men, not including my father, uncle, and assorted platonic
neurotics I go to the movies with.”
Overall I believe relatability is what
Dunham was trying to achieve. “Not That
Kind of Girl” speaks to the self-discovering
woman, or to those who just need a good
laugh.
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PROFILE

From the gridiron to the diamond and back again?
By Zachary Watkins
Sports Editor

When Haiden Majewski was playing
Allendale Rocket Football League as an
8-year-old, he knew he wanted to play football. The now 19-year-old freshman lived
and breathed football.
Majewski was a three-sport star in high
school, born into a family of athletes. His
father played football, mother ran track and
played softball, his older brother played
football, and his sisters played volleyball,
basketball and softball. Majewski’s sister
Hailey, played basketball at GRCC in 2011.
“There’s a lot of kids who do just the
baseball and think that’s all they’ll need,
and then there’s others who play all three
and get behind,” GRCC baseball coach Mike
Cupples said. “I think the crosstraining you
get helps. There’s not a lot of people playing all three sports. At a smaller school like
Allendale, you have more of an opportunity
to get those three sports.
“He’s a very smart kid as far as his game
is concerned. You can see how it’s filtered
through the quarterbacking and the basketball he’s played.”
The 5-foot-11, 185-pound quarterback with a 3.8 GPA raked in the awards
at Allendale High School. Majewski was
named all-state honorable mention and
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Muskegon all-star game MVP his senior
year, while being named to the OK Blue allconference team as a junior and a senior.
In baseball, Majewski was named to
the all-conference team in his junior and
senior season, while being named to the allconference basketball team as only a junior.
Majewski missed his senior season, due to
a broken ankle, suffered in a 24-21 win over
Grand Rapids Catholic Central.
“Baseball was my backup behind football,” Majewski said. “I had a couple offers,
but nothing after that. A couple of them said
they’d try and get me in, but I just lost interest.
“It sucks. It was hard because I got
something taken away from me that I had
no control over. It was a tough situation.”
As football coaches began to lose
interest, Cupples began to show his and
approached Majewski mid-summer 2014.
“Coach (Cupples) thought I was playing
football and he asked what I had going on
in the summer and I told him I had nothing,” Majewski said. “I wouldn’t say it was
my dream to be playing at CC, but I’m still
really happy I got the opportunity to be
playing a sport in college.”
Majewski is currently listed as an
infielder, but can take the mound if needed.
“Right now he’s behind Villar at short,
and still learning the ropes,” Majewski

SOFTBALL

Raiders avoid snow with Florida trip

No Suh,
no problem

GRCC Softball heads
south, now 1-11
By Max De Leeuw

By Max De Leeuw
Collegiate Staff

The Detroit Lions will be playing the
2015 season without the defensive presence
of one of the NFL’s best defensive tackles,
Ndamukong Suh, who recently signed with
the Miami Dolphins.
After the Lions finished the 2014 season
with a defense that ranked second in the
league, many fans are worried that Suh’s
absence will strike a big blow for Detroit.
While Suh is great at what he does, fans
need to take a deep breath. The Lions will
be just fine without him.
Coming from Baltimore, 31-year-old
Haloti Ngata will be replacing Suh at DT.
Given his age, you have to question the
Lions decision when you look at the team
long term.
Who knows how long Ngata will be able
to contribute productively to the Lions’
defensive unit. For the time being, particularly for this season at least, Ngata should
be a decent replacement. He had two forced
fumbles last regular season and two interceptions. He recorded 31 combined tackles
but only two sacks.
The Lions definitely took a step down
from Suh who had 53 combined tackles and
8.5 sacks. That being said, Suh didn’t have
any interceptions or forced fumbles. This
is the first time in Ngata’s career that he
will be changing uniforms, as he has been
a Raven since he started his professional
career in 2006. At least for the time being,
Ngata can benefit the Lions with his veteran
experience and decent stats.
Part of the reason why the Lions didn’t
stick with Reggie Bush is because they were
hoping that they could use the extra cap
money to hold onto Suh. That wasn’t the
only reason.
If Bush put up more points, than Detroit
would have been more willing to put up
more dollars to hold onto him. It turns out
that the efforts to keep Suh were wasted,
costing the Lions a decent running back as
well.
While it would have been nice to keep
Suh, it’s good that Detroit can take a big
step back and actually consider what’s best
for this team now that he’s gone. They tried
so hard to keep him that they lost focus of
everything else that could be done to make
the team be the best it could be.
And what’s the result? Goodbye Bush,
hello Ngata.

said. “If need be,
we might get him
on the mound. We
know he can pitch.
We’re seeing what
he has, and seeing
if he wants to get on
the mound a little
bit.”
T h o u g h
Majewski
enjoys
playing
baseball,
his goal in athletics
is to return to the
gridiron.
“I’m talking to
Davenport’s football coach at the
moment, because
JOHN ROTHWELL/LEAD PHOTOGRAPHER
they’re
starting
a football team,” Haiden Majewski throws soft toss during batting practice.
Majewski
said.
“We’re just trying to
get that sorted. It’s just talking right now. career, he hopes to fall back on a career
I’m just trying to spread the word that I’m path he chose while rehabbing his ankle.
“I want to become a physician’s assistrying to get back into it.
“It would be nice to get back together tant and then hopefully a physical therawith a wide receiver, Nate Couturier, who pist,” Majewski said. “I really got the PA and
is graduating this year. He’s a year behind PT idea from when I broke my ankle.”
me, and was my leading receiver in high
school.”
When the sun sets on Majewski’s playing
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GRCC infielder Sam Adams takes a
ground ball during practice.

Collegiate Staff
The Grand Rapids Community College
softball team started off the season with
a trip south that resulted in one win and
seven losses.
“They did what I expected,” Head Coach
Jenni Bourbina said. “We trained hard to
have a good strong defense and that’s what
they showed.
“I had a couple situations where I had
some girls in positions they hadn’t played.
They played cleanly, not committing many
errors, rotated really well on bunt coverages, communicated well.”
The first game of the season took
place in Tennessee against Volunteer State
Community College but was called in the
fourth inning due to bad weather with the
Raiders leading 5-3. Although the stats will
not be recorded since the game was called,
sophomores Samantha Adams and Katie

Klompstra both hit home runs in the game.
Bourbina wasn’t disappointed with how
everything played out.
“We got a good experience, we got to
play a good team,” Bourbina said. “It’s part
of the thing with an outdoor season, is you’re
kind of left to the grace of the weather and
there’s nothing you can do about it.”
The Raiders played six of the eight
games, of the trip south, in Florida. The
last two road games before the Raiders
began playing locally were in Cleveland
with a double-header against Lakeland
Community College. The Raiders lost the
first game 2-3 and won the second 5-4.
The Raiders lost both games in a doubleheader at home against Lansing Community
College on Friday and lost both games in a
double-header against Kellogg Community
College in Battle Creek on Saturday, bringing their record to 1-11.
All of the Raiders’ home games take
place at Belknap Park in Grand Rapids.
The next home game is against Davenport
University’s JV team and is scheduled to
begin at 3 p.m. March 27.

BASEBALL

Raiders looking to develop youth on team
By Zachary Watkins

Sports Editor
The Grand Rapids Community
College baseball team tallied a win over
Tallahassee Community College to return
from its southern road trip with a record
of 1-11. The Raiders then split a doubleheader with Davenport’s JV team, before
falling in their next five contests.
GRCC has a young squad, with 18
freshmen on this season’s team.
“We only have about four guys from
the field last year,” GRCC coach Mike
Cupples said. “When we pitch well, we’re
not playing defense and when we’re
hitting, we’re not really playing defense
that well.
“The time is up now. We have to
produce now. Yes I want to win every
game, and yes we do play a tough schedule down south, but I think the most wins
I’ve come back with is two or three.”
The Raiders have returned from
Florida winless multiple times, including
the 2005 National Championship team.
“We got to 22 or 23 wins before we
got to .500,” Cupples said. “The competition down there is Division I community
college baseball. The Chipola team we

played had a kid
drafted last season,
so we’re seeing
talent. We just need
to build as we go
on through the
season.”
Anthony Villar,
Ian Stankus, and
Nolan Page are
some of the returning veterans, and
lead
GRCC
in
batting column.
“Villar is playing shortstop this
season
and
it’s
just a position he’s
more comfortable
JOHN ROTHWELL/LEAD PHOTOGRAPHER
with,” Cupples said.
“Nolan Page does GRCC baseball coach Mike Cupples works with a pitcher in
a little designated the weight room.
hitting for us and
of room for growth on this year’s squad.
plays first base and
“It’s always a process,” Cupples said.
outfield. They’re 1-2-3 in the order and
“Once you compete, you work on your
are mainstays out on the field.
“We just need freshmen to step up and faults. We have to get out there tomorrow
the sophomores who didn’t get a lot of and get a little more time in on defense,
bunting, and just every part of the game
playing time last year to execute.”
Cupples believes that there is plenty has to improve.”

