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Beginning in January 2016, GRCC will
start its new medical assistant apprenticeship program. Started by West Michigan
Works and the Department of Labor, the
program is now in three West Michigan
community colleges and is the first in the
nation to be accredited by the Commission
on Accreditation of Allied Health and
Education. Applicants will be screened, and
referred to employers with entry level positions for 20-24 hour training weeks, along
with 20-24 hours a week of work if enrolled
in the program. Applications were accepted
through Oct. 16. Pay for medical assistants
is anywhere from $13-$19 an hour. For more
information go to michiganworks.com.
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President Ender plans to speak at the next
Student Alliance meeting Oct. 29, from
2-3:30 p.m. in the Multipurpose room, 234
of the Student Center, and will discuss the
state of the college, followed by a question
and answer session.
“It’s a great opportunity for students
to connect on a more personal level with
Dr. Ender,” said Evan Macklin, Assistant
Director of Student Life and Conduct.
“These opportunities don’t happen at all
colleges and universities, but President
Ender wants to get to know students better.”
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SCHOLARfest
Grand Rapids Community College’s eighth
SCHOLARfest was held to raise money for
scholarships awarded to students on Oct.
20 in the JW Marriott.
This year’s SCHOLARfest raised $110,000,
the most SCHOLARfest has ever raised and
an increase from $36,000 raised in 2012.
Kathryn Mullins, Vice President for
College Advancement and Executive
Director of the GRCC Foundation, said she
is more than happy with the outcome of
SCHOLARfest.
“SCHOLARfest helps the GRCC community in moving forward and growing”, says
Mullins.
“The funds raised from this event will aid
future students and let them focus more on
learning and less on the financial aspect of
school”

Job Fair Nov. 3
Student Employment Services is hosting the first fall job fair at Grand Rapids
Community College 1- 4 p.m. Nov. 3. All
students or alumni seeking employment are
encouraged to attend, however the event is
open to anyone pursuing new employment.
Different companies offering varying types
of employment will be present.
“There’s opportunities there for everybody, and they’re all different skill levels, so
you don’t have to have graduated already,”
said Haley Spencer, Student Employment
Assistant in Employment Services. “There
are companies that are looking for seasonal,
holiday, and part time positions.”
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Campus Police
Reports
Compiled by
Sean P. Mullhall

Malicious Destruction of Property
Twelve separate cases of graffiti have
been reported or discovered on campus
in the last two months. They all seem to
be related as they all were tags of an ice
cream cone or the word “SOUP,” with a
pentagram drawn inside the “O.” Besides
the subject matter of each tag, other
similarities include the fact that many
have been discovered on the mirrors in
men’s restrooms on campus and all were
performed using the same technique.
Allegedly an engraver was used to carve
the designs in the mirrors or other
surfaces. This method requires more
time than a Sharpie or spray paint-design.
Campus police believe someone may
have information that could lead to an
arrest and encourage anyone to contact
Silent Observer or the Fast 50 program,
due to the high cost of damage to campus
property.

Medical
At 3:22 p.m. on Sept. 28, the Grand Rapids
Community College Police Department
was called to the Tassell M-TEC building,
because a female student slipped and fell
on some water near a refrigerator. When
police arrived on the scene they discovered that the student was eight months
pregnant and suffering from a “pelvic
condition.” She did not in fact fall, but
instead slipped into the splits position,
exacerbating her pain. After attempting
to walk on her own twice an ambulance
was called and she was taken to Spectrum
Health, Butterworth Campus.

Unaggravated Assault
At 5:26 p.m. on Sept. 30, campus police
was called to the Ford Fieldhouse because of a fight during open gym. Tempers
flared during a game of pick-up basketball. Two of the players were roommates
just a few weeks ago, but a disagreement
led to one moving to a different location.
This disagreement continued on the court
when one of them went for a slam-dunk
and hung on the rim briefly and while he
was hanging, the other tried to take out
his feet. After trash talking down to the
other end of the court, a physical altercation broke out that involved pushing and
punching. After separating the two and
hearing both sides of the story, police let
them go with a warning.
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POTENTIAL GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS CHANGE FOR GRCC
By Kayla Tucker

Managing Editor
Next month, Grand Rapids Community
College faculty and staff will vote on three
possible changes to graduation requirements.
The first change will be to allow
students to choose to take either six credits
of English, or three credits of English and a
three credit communication course.
The second change will be to take away
Survey of American Government (PS110)
as a required class. Students will still have
to complete two social science courses
in alignment with the Michigan Transfer
Agreement (MTA).
The third and final proposed change is
to not require students to take a Wellness
course in order to graduate.
“We wanted to consider allowing more
choice or more flexibility in how students
would meet graduation requirements,” said
Patti Trepkowski, associate provost. “That
was part of what we were weighing against
the obvious value of the course.”
All of these requirements in place are not
mandated by the MTA, but are only applied
by the college. The changes would bring
graduation requirements at GRCC almost
perfectly in line with the MTA requirements.
These changes would affect all degrees, but
if specific programs wanted to mandate any
of these courses for their specific degree
path, that is still possible.
The Academic Governing Council at
GRCC is made up of 66 voting members,
51 faculty and 15 administrators, and six
non-voting members. The voting members
serve as representatives for the staff in
their specific department. The potential
changes were proposed by a 16-member

What do you think
of the proposed
changes to
the graduation
requirements?

subcommittee, co-chaired by Trepkowski
and Jennifer Batten, physical science
department head.
Voting will take place Nov. 10, if
motioned by the members of the council.
Right now, no students are represented
on the council and meetings are closed,
with the exception of guests.
After a final vote, the proposal will be
sent over to Provost Laurie Chesley, who
will, by the laws of the AGC, have the option
to either accept it as is or ask for more clarification.
Faculty Association President Fred
van Hartesveldt said faculty members
are concerned with the potential changes
and there is discussion about making the
proposal into three separate votes.
“It’s been a divisive issue among faculty,”
van Hartesveldt said. “We have some serious and probably long-term implications for
students.”
Keith St. Clair, professor of political
science at GRCC, is one of the professors
that, if passed, will be directly affected
by this decision. He said if the change is
made, it would be a “dramatic philosophical
change.”
“You can leave this college not knowing maybe much about economics, history,
chemistry,” St. Clair said. “But to leave this
college and say that you really don’t know
much about American government is not
culturally acceptable.”
St. Clair said the change would be radical compared to what is currently set in
place by the college.
“I believe, like this college has believed
over the years, American government is the
most important social science class that any
student can take here at GRCC,” St. Clair
said.

Chelsea
Perry

As far as a student impact, St. Clair said
the loss of a required government class on
a student’s schedule will be to their detriment.
“The impact is going to be on our graduates,” St. Clair said. “I think they will be less
informed about their government, about
the political issues that they’re called upon
to vote for, and I feel bad for them in that
respect.”
English Professor Mursalata Muhammad
said there is not a solid reason for the
changes to the English credits to be considered.
“That doesn’t make any sense to give
students the option of staying at (GR)CC for
two years but leaving, potentially, only with
their freshman level writing,” Muhammad
said.
Muhammad believes that the changing of the requirements goes further than
simply one or two classes.
“What community colleges should be
doing, is, if they stay here for two years,
giving students enough transferable skills
to go into the workplace and (or) into a
four-year institution,” Muhammad said.
Muhammad said a good number of fouryear institutions require the content that EN
101 and 102 classes teach. When subbing
out one of the english requirements for a
communication course, Muhammad said
“most students wouldn’t end up where they
need to be,” as far as transferring to a fouryear institution ready for junior level writing.
Muhammad said it is “disturbing” that
students won’t be required to take PS110,
explaining that giving students the knowledge of their government is not only important to their higher education, but their quality of life.

When you’re saying that politics
aren’t important, and you
say that government is not
important to you, well that’s our
world. So you’re saying that you
are okay with not having a voice
in how our society runs. You’re
saying that you’re okay with
stepping back and not being a
part of society. I don’t think that
that’s healthy.

Belmont, 24

“I think part of the problem is just referring to human beings as students, sometimes
helps us forget about (the fact that they are)
complex human beings,” Muhammad said.
“If (we) are trying to help people become
better citizens, that has nothing to do with
if they go to four-year schools,” Muhammad
said.
Muhammad posed the question if GRCC
is treating students as human beings, or
treating education as training and focusing
too much on graduation numbers.
If the changes are implemented,
Muhammad said she, as an English professor, will incorporate more politics into her
writing class, like reading articles.
“If that conversation about how our
areas interconnect, and more instructors
knew that and spoke to it, PS110 may not
feel so isolating,” Muhammad said.
Jodi Gee, department head of the exercise science department, thinks it is good
that the college is reviewing the requirements.
“Our Institution has always valued the
wellness requirement as part of our general
education here at GRCC,” Gee said. “I have
worked here for 14 years and know that
our faculty and staff understand the unique
needs of our student population and believe
in developing the whole student.
“I am confident that the AGC vote on
November 10th will reflect the importance
of this requirement for our students, and
that it will remain a graduation requirement.”
Gee declined to comment about the
effect of the change on students and the
department if passed.
The vote will take place on Nov. 10 at a
closed meeting of the Academic Governing
Council.

The wellness credit isn’t that
important because it’s like a
gym credit. Not everyone needs
to take it just to pass a class.
I feel like the money you spend
on that class could be used for
something a bit more useful.

Griffin
Tomasik
Grand Rapids, 18

I do think that it is important,
honestly, to have the knowledge,
and to know what’s going on in
the world today, and how our
political system works. But I
think it’s necessary to have it an
elective instead of required.

If it were my choice, I’d put them
both on there (English 102
and communications). Don’t
make them choose either, or.
Communication gets people
out of their shell and talking to
people. Networking is good.

Kayla
Rivet

Anthony
Stutso

Lansing, 22

Clio, 26
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GRCC NIXES USE OF 15-PASSENGER VANS
By Jennifer Lugo
Collegiate Staff

Citing safety concerns, Grand Rapids
Community College administrators revised
the college’s vehicle transportation policy.
Beginning this academic year, staff and
students no longer have the option of using
the college’s 15-passenger vans for any
reason.
GRCC Communications Director Leah
Nixon said a committee completed a comprehensive review of the van program and
shared it with the president’s cabinet.
“Based on the research data, President
Ender and the cabinet made the decision to
discontinue use of 15-passenger vans for any
student transportation,” Nixon said.
Tina Hoxie, Associate Provost and Dean
of Student Affairs, said safety comes first.
“In reviewing this policy, they began to
look at all the things we should consider
when providing the 15-passenger vans in
terms of safety, and then made the decision
that we would no longer use them for safety
purposes,” Hoxie said.
Lisa Freiburger, Vice President of Finance
and Administration, explained that the
college will still utilize af of the vans, while
selling some of the older ones that aren’t as
efficient.
“As we continue to watch across the country, potential issues, concerns, and warnings
about 15-passenger vans, we really just want
to err on the side of caution,” Freiburger said.
The remaining vans will not be used by
students, including sports teams and GRCC
will no longer be servicing them. Instead,
they will be used for maintenance and other

David Koetje
selected
to replace
Ryskamp
By Kayla Tucker
Managing Editor

The Grand Rapids Community College
Board of Trustees have voted in a new
trustee, David Koetje, retired superintendent of Grand Rapids Christian Schools
for over a decade, a man driven by his
passions and faith.
Koetje, 65, has lived in West Michigan
all his life except for the five years he spent
in Chicago. He began his career in education as a teacher, and climbed the ladder
to administration, working in schools
with populations ranging from 70 to 3,000
students.
Koetje, is married with three adult children and eight grandchildren. He enjoys
sports - both water and snow - and plays a
lot of them with his grandchildren.
Koetje is now the CEO for Celebration
Fellowship, an organization that creates
churches in Michigan’s 30 state prisons.
“I have some passion for criminal

purposes around the college.
Some student organizations think this
puts limitations on what students can do and
are worried about increasing travel costs and
wanted to know what other options exist.
“I think it makes it difficult for clubs and
staff to transport things without the use of
those vans,” said Sarah Vansolkema, president of the ‘Stand-Out’ committee said. “Cost
of transportation for faculty groups and clubs
will cost more now and I’m sure the money
for those things (is) already enough.”
Student Alliance brought up carpooling
and vehicle renting. If carpooling, organizations can turn in gas receipts and transportation could be paid for out of the organization or club’s funds. Car rentals can be
tricky,though, as most rental places have a
minimum age of 25 to rent a vehicle.
GRCC has partnered with Great Lakes
Motorcoach, Compass Motor Coach, Dean
Transportation and Cardinal Charters &
Tours to provide service to staff and students.
“If a student organization wants to take a
trip, we would look to coordinate bus transportation, air transportation or train transportation,” Hoxie said. This includes all groups
including athletic, performing arts and other
organizations. The funds would have to be
accounted for from the group’s budget.
If student groups need help with the additional costs of these services, they can ask
Student Life.
“Certainly the Student Life office will
work this year with student organizations
that they find that there’s a circumstance
where they need assistance with additional
fundraisers,” Hoxie said. “All student organizations have access to those (extra) allocated

justice (and) prison reform,” Koetje said.
Having worked at many faith-based
schools, Koetje said that religion plays a
key role in his life.
In his new position as trustee, Koetje
said he doesn’t
want to come on
the board with a
specific agenda in
mind.
“My
responsibility is to the
mission of the organization,” Koetje
said. “The goal is
… set up listening
systems so that
Koetje
we’re responding
to needs of those
students that are currently there and
equally or maybe even more importantly
the kids that are going to be coming (to
GRCC).”
Koetje, having worked with elementary
age kids, high schoolers and now adult
men and women serving life sentences,
said that throughout his entire career in
education, one “paradigm” or message has
stayed consistent in his work.
“No matter who you are, you’re worthy
of dignity,” Koetje said. “I will do everything
I can to make you feel dignified regardless
of the situation.”

funds.”
Hoxie explained
that not many
student
groups
took advantage of
the vans in the past,
but the performing
arts groups did.
There is more
of an impact in
the
performing
arts groups than in
student organizations, as they have
utilized the vans
JOHN ROTHWELL/PHOTO EDITOR
more through their
having large groups
One of the 15-passenger vans parked in the Lyon St. ramp.
like choirs. Kevin
Dobreff, the head
new forms of transportation.
of the music depart“We really need to get through a year
ment at GRCC, feels conflicted by the change
to determine what that cost will be moving
.
forward and we will adjust budgets appro“I completely support the decision of the
college, the board of trustees and the presipriately,” Freiburger said. “It is not a cost
savings measure at all. My guess is that it will
dent to decommission the fleet of 15-passenprobably wind up costing the institution a lot
ger vans because of the safety issue,” Dobreff
more. But then again, safety is paramount, so
said. “However it puts us in a difficult posithat’s okay.”
tion to request additional funding to support
“We live in a state where weather is an
our recruitment efforts that require... our
issue a larger number of months than we’d
ensembles (to) travel to local high schools.”
like it to be,” Hoxie said. and so again, it’s
The ensembles that travel have larger
that ability of people being qualified to use
groups of students, and that’s not including
the vans in all weather conditions and then
staff.
what do we do to make sure that students are
“The college choir has anywhere from
safe,” Hoxie said.
50-80 students,” Dobreff said.
To Hoxie, using smaller vehicles, trains,
It will be difficult to find funding for these
buses, and planes are just safer routes.
groups, requiring more fundraising.
“When you weigh cost versus safety,
Freiburger understands that there may
safety should win out,” Hoxie said.
very well be extra costs involved with the

Study Away trips scheduled
By Ryleigh Galer
Collegiate Staff

The Study Away programs at Grand
Rapids Community College for this
summer have been announced. This year,
they are offered in Costa Rica, France,
Germany, Morocco and New York.
The program is offered through the
Department of Experiential Learning and
focuses on hands-on experiences while
traveling regionally, nationally and globally.
Michael
Schavey,
Director
of
Experiential Learning believes that
students also will learn “how” to travel.
“They often don’t realize the physical
nature of traveling,” Schavey said.
For example, aside from the trip
itself, students experience going through
customs, eating and drinking safely or
even packing for the occasion.
Studying away can also provide the
opportunity to debunk stereotypes and
experience culture firsthand.
“It’s one thing to see something in a
picture or video and think, ‘I wanna do
that.’ It provides a real life context to

culture,” Schavey said.
Rolling applications are due during
the fall semester and payments are made
during the winter semester. The study
away trips take place during the summer
semester.
The Europe trip begins on May 15,
the New York trip leaves May 16 and the
Morocco trip leaves May 17. The Costa
Rica trip leaves on August 10. Each trip
lasts around 10 days.
Students will be notified by the
Department of Experiential Learning if
they have been accepted, and will receive
an email from Christopher Remley about
their status in the program and what to do
next.
Students not selected will also be notified via email. Financial aid can cover the
cost of the trip if needed and students can
contact Paul Doane or Kristine Welling in
the Financial Aid office for assistance.
Katie Hughes works in the Counseling
and Career Center, and can help determine how studying away will affect different students. Visit the GRCC Experiential
Learning website for the application and
requirements.
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GRCC annual security report released
By Mike Balmer
Collegiate Staff

Grand Rapids Community College wants
all students and employees to take an active
role in security. An important part of that
process is educating the community about
potential hazards and available resources to
use when needed.
To that end, GRCC released the annual
security report Sept. 15th. The report
covers crime statistics and policies for all
GRCC campuses including those in Kent
County as well as the Lakeshore Campus in
Ottawa County.
“The Annual Security Report identifies
all of the policies that relate to campus
safety and security measures,” said GRCC
Police Chief Rebecca Whitman. “So

whether it’s how to respond to an emergency, or how to access information, all of
that information is in the security report.
Our drug and alcohol prevention policies
(and) our sexual assault misconduct policies are in there, so students know where to
go, or who to contact if they need help. To
me, that’s the most important thing.”
The Security Report discusses campus
law enforcement including the location
of the GRCC Police Department and their
hours of operation. It also gives reporting
procedures to those who have been the
victim of a crime or those who have been
the witness of a crime. If a student feels like
they have been the victim of wrongdoing,
but are not sure if it is a crime, the security
report also has the definition of each crime
and is a helpful resource in understanding

what laws are in place
to protect them.
While GRCC has
experienced a few
small crimes, the
numbers found in the
security report show
that the college is a
relatively safe place.
“Fortunately for
us, our numbers are
Whitman
remarkably
low,”
Whitman said.
The
security
report can be found at grcc.edu/campuspolice/annualsecurityreport. Students can
request a paper copy by visiting the GRCC
Campus Police department, located at 25
Lyon Street NE.

GR Business Journal names Nixon ‘40 under 40’
By Kayla Tucker
Managing Editor

This year’s “40 under 40” list, compiled
by the Grand Rapids Business Journal,
features Grand Rapids Community College
Director of Communications Leah Nixon.
“I’m very humbled and honored by the
recognition,” Nixon said. “There are so
many men and women in this community
doing a lot of great things to make it a great
place to live and work.”
Kathy Mullins, Vice President for
College Advancement, nominated Nixon for
the recognition.
“Under
her
leadership,
the
Communications,
Marketing,
(and)
Graphics departments (have) thrived and
the college is connecting with our community in a way that we have not connected in
the past,” Mullins said. “Leah is a great asset
to the college and I am so happy to see her
selected for this well deserved honor.”
Nixon describes herself as someone not
vying for the attention she’s now receiving.
“I’m just a behind the scenes kind of
person,” Nixon said. “I would rather the
spotlight shine on other people, so it’s really
different for me to have the focus be on me.”
Nixon, 38, grew up in Saginaw in a
single-parent household.
“That’s where the foundation of where
I come from is,” Nixon said, whose mother
raised her and her brothers while working full-time and working on a bachelor’s
degree. “Hard work pays off and if you want
something, set goals and you can achieve
them if you work hard.”
Nixon earned a degree in Journalism
from Central Michigan University and later
obtained a master’s degree from Ferris State
University. She was a reporter at several
newspapers including The Bay City Times
and Pioneer News before she transitioned
to a position in public relations and marketing.
“I was looking for more of a personal,
professional challenge,” Nixon said. “An
opportunity presented itself and I thought I
would try it and see if I liked it and, honestly,

it was the career path for me.”
This transition ultimately led Nixon to
GRCC. After working at FSU as the Assistant
Director of News Services, she was hired in
as Director of Communications at GRCC.
Since then, she has merged the writers
and graphic designers into one department
composed of a total of 10 people.
For the past five years, Nixon has been
involved on two subcommittees of the
American Council on Education, the Young
Women Strong Leaders program, which has
allowed her to annually organize a conference for collegiate women, and the Public
Policy Task Force, a team that deals with
initiatives to advance women and girls.
As an advocate for women, Nixon hopes
to “pay back” for all the mentoring she
received, and still looks to receive, on her
professional journey.
“A lot of times when you’re young and
you’re starting out in your career, you have
a lot of passion and enthusiasm but a lot of
times you may not know where to start,”
Nixon said. “Connecting to those resources
can be difficult. And now I want to be able
to give back to others the same resource
that was provided to me.”
She is also the sitting president of the
Michigan Community College Marketing
and Communications Association, which
she has been a part of for two years. The
association is made up of PR professionals
from all Michigan community colleges who
discuss current news, issues and projects in
their field.
Nixon said that her mom has been the
most influential to her success.
“My mom has influenced me the most,”
Nixon said. “She has instilled in me a work
ethic and a tenacity and a drive that you can
do anything you set your mind to.”
Nixon also credited mentors, friends,
and family in her life that have helped her
get to this point.
In addition to her regular job title, Nixon
has been experimenting in other tasks.
“I have started doing some consulting
work, doing some strategic planning related

Nixon
to to public relations and marketing,” Nixon
said.
Nixon plans on continuing her career at
GRCC.
“I have a wonderful team of people that I
work with and, honestly, that’s what does it
for me,” Nixon said. “You get up every day,
enjoy what you do and enjoy the people you
work with and that’s what success is.”
To the next generation, Nixon encourages people to stay true to themselves.
“Do what you love and you’ll find
success,” Nixon said. “It’s important to step
back and take a deep breath and focus on
yourself and focus on what’s important to
you. Stand up for your ideals and principles,
because at the end of the day you’re going
to see the benefit of doing that.”
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GRCC student
remembered as
kind, loyal
by mother after
fatal car crash
By Kayla Tucker

Managing Editor
Grand Rapids Community College
student and former Collegiate reporter
Alexandria Rogers died Oct. 26 after a fatal
collision in Caledonia. She was 20.
Rogers’ mother, Karen Rogers, said her
daughter was on her way to work Sunday
afternoon when the accident occurred.
Police said Rogers was driving a Chevy
Impala
northbound
and pulled
past a stop
sign. She
was then
struck by a
westbound
Dodge
Caravan
containing
five people,
including a
2-year-old
girl who
suffered
minor injuries. Rogers
Alexandria Rogers
was not
wearing her
seat belt,
police said.
Rogers, of Caledonia, was treated on
the scene with life-threatening injuries
and was taken to the Spectrum Hospital
Butterworth Campus via Aero Med helicopter. She died at the hospital the next
day.
Karen Rogers remembers her daughter as spontaneous and always up for an
adventure.
“She was very faithful, respectful in
her relationships with family and friends,”
Karen Rogers said. “She always spoke very
highly of people no matter where they
came from. ... Being her mom, it was just
amazing.”
Rogers was a 2013 graduate of
Caledonia High School. She was a cheerleader and enjoyed volleyball and longboarding. Rogers held two jobs, one at the
DoubleTree Hilton Hotel and another at
BCBG Clothing at Macy’s.
Rogers was planning to transfer to
Grand Valley State University next fall, to
study law.
“She loved high fashion, but she also
loved her sweatpants,” Karen said. “She
was a great girl. She is very missed.”
Rogers is survived by her younger sister
Jade, who is 11.
Tuesday, the family was in the process
of planning a celebration of her life.
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GRAND RAPIDS

Be inspired.
Your dream of earning your bachelor’s degree is within reach thanks
to the partnership between Ferris State University and Grand
Rapids Community College. Take your Ferris classes on the campus
of GRCC and walk into your future without walking away from your
community. Be inspired. Be successful right where you are.
Join us for an open house from 5 to 7 p.m. Thursday, Nov. 19 in ATC, 124.

ferris.edu/grandrapids
Ferris State University is an equal opportunity institution. For information on the
University’s Policy on Non-Discrimination, visit ferris.edu/non-discrimination.
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GRCC food
pantry bare,
needs
donations
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GRCC HOSTS 2015 NATIONS CUP

JOHN ROTHWELL/PHOTO EDITOR

Team USA from GRCC competes in the dessert mystery box challenge Saturday.
JENNIFER STOUT/COLLEGIATE STAFF

Kaylee Wolff, coordinator of GRCC
Food Pantry, in front of some very bare
shelves.

By Jennifer Stout
Collegiate Staff

With the holidays right around the corner
the food pantry at Grand Rapids Community
College is needed even more.
Starting Nov. 2, the Associate Nursing
Club is hosting a food drive for the pantry.
Anyone can donate and drop off locations are
at the Calkins Science Center in the Biology
Department and the Student Center in the
Student Life offices. At the end of the food
drive, the pantry staff will weigh the amount of
food they have received to track their progress.
The GRCC food pantry has also placed a
food order containing canned goods to fill the
shelves of the pantry. Members of the community will be able to receive this food around
Thanksgiving.
Each year in December, the food pantry
has an employee holiday breakfast. Each
employee is asked to bring in at least one food
item. These food items can be boxed or canned
foods that can be stored in the pantry.
“I encourage everyone to donate canned
goods,” said Kaylee Wolff, coordinator of
the food pantry. “Even if you drop off ramen
noodles they are accepted at the food pantry.
The more the merrier”.
For more information drop in at the
Student Center Or visit their website at grcc.
edu/studentlife.

By Jill Rothwell
Collegiate Staff

Team Scotland once again took the
winning title of the 2015 Nations Cup
Challenge on Saturday Oct. 24, in the fifth
biennial event that began in 2005 at the
Secchia Institute for Culinary Education at
Grand Rapids Community College. Scotland
also took the honor in 2013.
“It’s a unique concept in that every
competition is a mystery box, a unique
competition to Grand Rapids” said lead
judge, Chef Ian MacDonald of St. Andrews
Trust Links in Scotland.
Two-member teams from Barbados,
Canada, Italy, Mexico, Scotland and the

Conversation
groups meet at the
Language Arts Lab
By Gary Manier
Collegiate Staff

Students looking to study and practice a foreign language in a safe, supportive environment can take refuge in the
Language Arts Lab on the fifth floor of
Cook Hall to take part in a conversation
group.
The conversation groups are held
in the largest room in the lab. The lab

United States competed for two days in six
separate mystery box challenges ranging
from appetizers, pasta, proteins to dessert
before the Nations Cup Dinner Finale on
Saturday night.
The contestants had the advantage for
the finale in that they were given the dinner
assignment months in advance to perfect
their national dishes.
To observe the 90-minute Fish/Shellfish
mystery box challenge on Oct. 22 was
unlike what is seen in a reality TV cooking
show. By all appearances, the competitors
were quiet and calm, beginning with twenty
minutes given to ‘shop’ for additional ingredients, then a little more than an hour to
prep, cook and plate.

Judges from each country made inquiries and took notes as the teams were
preparing the dishes. A world-wide live
stream video at one time had over 700 viewers during this mystery box competition.
The last 25 minutes brought an
emotional shift and time management skills
were challenged to ensure the dish was
served perfectly and hot. Viewers as well as
judges were offered the reward of tasting
the final product.
Scotland’s Nations Cup entry was the
cold appetizer in the six-course dinner
presented Saturday night. The preparation
was Glazert’s goats cheese, salt baked and
pickled beetroot, chutney, toasted hazelnuts and oat.

hosts and supports conversation groups
because they believe that foreign language
and cultural competency is important.
“We, at the lab, want to help students
find success in their academic endeavors,”
said Daniel Sullivan, 41, lab coordinator.
“By hosting these tables, we hope students
can parlay their foreign language practice
into classroom success. That really is
the chief goal of the Language Arts Lab,
regardless of what we are doing and who
we are working with, helping students
grow and achieve.”
The conversation groups started last
semester and there are plans to continue
them as long as there is interest. In addition to the groups already in place, The lab
would like to expand and include a variety

of languages for the conversation groups.
“Interest has been expressed in a
Spanish table, and we would also like to
get a Chinese table,” Sullivan said.
French, Arabic and English are
currently offered. French runs from 1:303:30 p.m. Mon-Thurs, Arabic 4:30-6 p.m.
Mon. and Thurs, and English 3:30-4:30 p.m.
on Wed.
The English conversation group is
geared towards ESL (English Second
Language) students.
“We want students to know that the
space is here, and that the lab is open for
their experience,” Sullivan said.
The groups are student driven and
anyone can participate. Drop-ins are
welcome and no commitment is required.
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EDITORIAL
Requirement changes not required
Graduation requirements at Grand
Rapids Community College may see
a makeover soon, with the Academic
Governing Council set to vote to bring
the college closer in line with Michigan
Transfer Agreement requirements.
This is a hotly contested vote among
members of the council. Many employees
and students will be affected. For some
it will be a blessing, making it easier to
obtain an associate’s degree. Others won’t
be affected because they plan on transferring to a four-year university and will
take the recommended courses that will
prepare them for that next step.
Then there are the students headed
to a four-year university, because that’s
“what they’re supposed to do” and they
will only do the bare minimum to get an
associate’s degree. These are the students
that faculty are concerned for when they
talk about the proposed changes to graduation requirements.
If the new requirements are approved
on Nov. 10, a student would only need three
credits, instead of six, of English. Three
credits in communications, could replace
the English 102 class. The one-credit wellness class would be a thing of the past and
so would the three-credit class, Survey of
American Government (PS110).
The last change is the most controversial. Even professors outside of the
Social Sciences department have raised
concerns about removing the introduction to government class from the requirements.
The importance of PS 110 goes beyond
a grade and three credits. While it may
not be the most fun class, students need
to know how their government works, so

they can be informed on issues that greatly
affect them and be informed when voting.
If students only need one English class
to graduate and are planning on moving
on to a four-year university, they will be ill
equipped to handle writing more detailed
papers.
Most professors here at GRCC have
a vested interest in preparing students
for whatever is next. English 102 focuses
more on writing longer form, research
papers and is probably the most important
class a student will take at GRCC. Entry
level courses only scratch the surface and
if students only take EN 100 or EN 101,
they will lack the skill set of their future
peers.
The wellness credit may seem like
the easiest to let go, but it is necessary.
It encourages students to do something active in their time at GRCC. Some
students work many hours and don’t have
the time to exercise. As result they live a
lifestyle that is not as active as it should
be.
The biggest problem with dropping
the wellness credit is the fact that it
would basically render an entire department irrelevant, causing many jobs to be
in jeopardy. Not to mention the fact that
$8.5 million is pledged for renovations on
the Ford Fieldhouse, which seems kind of
silly when that money is going to adding
classrooms, for a department with all elective classes.
On Nov. 10 a vote by 66 college faculty
and administrators will have a profound
impact on students at the college. The
voting members need to seriously consider
the negative affect this vote will have on
future GRCC students and vote no.

Editorial Cartoon courtesy Tribune News Service

October 28, 2015

No tips, no good
By Miranda Campbell
Collegiate Staff

Local restaurant owner Paul Lee’s
newest endeavour includes opening a
restaurant where tipping will be taken out
of the dining experience and menu prices
will be increased to subsidise earnings for
the staff.
The wait staff of the new concept, which
name and location have yet to be released to
the public, will work for a set hourly wage
that has yet to be determined according to
Dave Harvey, manager at The Winchester
pub, Lee’s flagship restaurant.
“It’s only a matter of time before it
happens everywhere, not just in Grand
Rapids, but nationally as well,” Harvey said.
“Most of the rest of the world does this
already so it’s not like it’s something that
can’t be done, we just have to get past some
mindset barriers that exist in our culture.”
Through the years tipping has become
ingrained in dining culture, but having the
option of how much of a gratuity to leave
has always been left in the consumer’s
hands. It will take time to transition into a
gratuity free service industry.
As someone who’s been employed in the
service industry for nearly 10 years, I am
concerned with the idea of eliminating the
tipping policy. I do not believe that servers
should have a cap on how much money they
can make per shift and although it is helpful to have proof of wages, the restaurant
is ultimately reaping the benefits while the
consumer and wait staff suffer.
It is unnecessary and inappropriate for
all employees to make the same set wage
on the customers dime. If local restaurants
decide to follow suit with Paul Lee’s gratuity-free ideologies the bar/restaurant industry is sure to find themselves in a controversial battle with the patrons and the staff.

In order to do away with tipping, plate
pricing would have to increase by at least 20
percent. This forces the consumer into a set
price for their experience unable to leave
more or less than the all inclusive price
stated on the menu. This is unfortunate for
servers who pride themselves on excellent
service, often going above and beyond the
call of duty. Now everyone will be compensated exactly the same.
Working in a service position has long
been a flexible working environment that
allows employees to leave with cash in
hand at the end of each shift. The amount of
tips received usually has a reflection on the
performance the staff member gave. With a
higher hourly wage incorporated into the
restaurant industry, leaving with cash in
hand will be a thing of the past.
The new concept is still in the early
stages of process, and the waitstaff at The
Winchester were reluctant to give any
comments on what it would be like to work
as a server with a set wage.
Although waiting tables is not the most
glamorous position, it’s not uncommon
for people who have perfected the trade
to turn their part-time position into a fulltime career. Families are raised, cars are
purchased, and tuitions are paid off with tip
money. With that being said, the incentive
to give great service is an absolute must for
many servers.
“At the end of the day our prime objective is to provide great food, service, and
atmosphere to anyone who walks through
our door,” Harvey said., “That’s not going to
change because of tipping policy.”
Though Harvey is justified in his theory,
I strongly believe removing tipping from
servers pay scale will only encourage lazy
staff and bad service. There is no incentive
to exceed the expected level of service with
a set hourly wage.

Want to contribute?
CAN YOU DRAW?
If you can draw and are interested in politics, we are looking for
artists who can draw political cartoons on a timely basis. Typical
turnaround time is two days and art should be fully inked, colored,
and ready for print and web use.

LAYOUT ARTISTS WANTED
We are looking for talented graphic design students who know
InDesign and want to work in the fast-paced world of newspaper
production. Production occurs once a month over the course of a
week.
Contact collegiate@grcc.edu for details.
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If no one’s going to start the conversation, I will.
By Kayla Tucker
Managing Editor

I do not feel safe at GRCC.
Following the shooting at Umpqua
Community College in Oregon, the
students and staff at Grand Rapids
Community College held a moment of
silence Oct. 8 in honor of the victims and
their families.
When interviewed after the tragedy,
GRCC Police Lieutenant Jeffrey Hertel
said the school is using the “Run, Hide,
Fight” directive, a training required only
of the college’s staff.
“I don’t think there is any way you can
stop somebody from coming onto campus
and doing this, but you can put things in
place,” Hertel said, when interviewed after
the shooting in Oregon. “It is everybody’s
responsibility to ensure the safety of this
campus … Part of the responsibility lies
with everybody that uses this campus.”
With the current directive in place,
responsibility is put in the hands of the
professor to determine the fate of a classroom full of students.
As for students, Hertel is not aware
of any discussion about further training.
However, he said if enough student feedback is there, they may offer some kind
of training. As of now, there are no solid
plans to gather the student feedback.
“The training is directed at the instructor, or a building manager would be
expected to kind of take the lead on that,”
Hertel said in an interview after the shooting. “It’s online if somebody wanted that
training.”
Right now, there is no concrete plan
for students and staff to respond to an
active shooter on campus.
Beginning this semester, the school
implemented mandatory sexual assault
training to students, that had to be
completed before classes started, but no
active shooter training. There is more of a
chance of a fatality in a shooter situation,
and GRCC should be making this its top
priority.
Especially at a community college,
many are very busy with outside responsibilities and it’s not fair to put pressure on
individuals to determine their own safety.
It’s more fair to give everyone a better
chance of survival.
We are not the police. We are not
armed and most of us are not officially
trained to combat a shooter. We can’t be
expected to either.
This year alone, there have been 45 U.S.
school shootings. Naturally, it’s disturbing
as a student reporter to hear that the only
advice from campus police is to look up a
video online.
No one can predict how an event like
this could unfold and the police cannot
save everyone.
If school administrators are not
concerned with making a greater effort to
try and educate and protect students and
staff, students need to step up and push
for the necessary change.

T h e s e
shootings keep
happening and
the lives lost
matter.
It shouldn’t
take something
like this happening on campus
for us to recognize the need to
be prepared.
At
some
point, the GRCC
community
students
and
staff - need to
say that what is
now set in place
is not enough.
We need to be
as prepared as
possible and not
left to wonder
if a procedure
students are not
trained in will
actually work.
The
implementation would
not be difficult.
MARCUS YAM/LOS ANGELES TIMES/TNS
The
school
could hold more
Heidi Wickersham, left, wipes away her tears while consoling her sister, Gwendolyn Wickersham, center,
drills for praca UCC student who is grieving for her creative writing mentor, the slain Lawrence Levine, 67, a Umpqua
tice, and without
Community College mass shooting victim, during candlelight vigil at a memorial service at Riverbend Park
worry because
in Winston, Ore., on Saturday, Oct. 3, 2015.
high
schools
are
practicing these drills
already. The campus police could attend
new student orientation and present to
students ways of reacting. Students could
take an online video-based quiz - like the
one already used for the sexual assault
messages online before they strike. The
training - before signing up for classes
recent Oregon shooting had speculation
By Ryleigh Galer
each semester.
that there was forewarning to certain
Collegiate Staff
Not just the campus police, but the
students on 4chan.org.
whole campus community needs to start a
The message thread began the night
dialogue about the reality of shootings in
before with, “Some of you guys are alright,
According to USA Today, there have
today’s day and age. Unfortunately, we’ve
don’t go to school tomorrow if you are in
been 182 school shootings in the U.S. since
reached a point as a country when shootthe northwest.”
the infamous Columbine High School
ings in public places are not uncommon,
Not all precautions are based off indisattack, and the numbers are continually
so the conversation is not surprising. It
criminate or arbitrary detective work. We
increasing.
just needs to happen.
can also protect ourselves physically. All
It seems as if it’s becoming a trend. One
As citizens, we can all agree on a
schools need to have a procedure in place
school is attacked and others follow. This
common response - our lives matter and
to deal with attacks, or at least put in place
was showcased in recent weeks with the
we need to be responsible for them and
some sort of barrier in the classrooms. As
shooting at a community college in Oregon.
others. And not just amid gunfire, but
of now, some classrooms only have flimsy
There have been two follow up attacks
working to prevent these situations from
desks to keep the door from being shot
in Arizona and Texas, both on the same
happening in the first place.
open.
day, Oct. 9. With the alarming increase of
The counseling center at GRCC is
No, teachers don’t need to open carry.
violence in schools, it begs the question,
equipped with free counselors ready to
They should not have the responsibility of
How can we protect ourselves?
help with more than just an academic
shooting someone on behalf of the students
With so many variables at play, it can be
schedule. Here, the mental health discusif an attack were to happen. Taking a life
hard to pinpoint what we can do to reduce
sion can be elevated. From this point on
is emotionally scarring, and that will more
the number of mass shooting in this councampus, students can learn the signs of
than likely affect their teaching as consetry. There are signs if you know what to
unusual behavior and how to get people
quence.
look for, such as behavioral changes.
help who may not know they need it.
We don’t need to go crazy, the school
Over half of previous assailants were
At a community college, people come
doesn’t need to feel like a prison just so we
interested in books, movies, video games
and go without making lasting conneccan be safe. There should just be some sort
or especially their own creative works,
tions, so it’s not easy to keep everyone
of action plan or even better, an action plan
like poetry or journal entries which had
fully engaged. The chances of a shooting
and some protection for our doors so we
an association with violence. They usually
are not just elevated on school property,
can keep an attacker out.
have some objective in mind, whether it
but anywhere from movie theatres, to
Personal freedom is important, but so
be revenge, attention, fixing a problem or
church parking lots. We need to do more.
are our lives.
suicide. Attackers might post disturbing

More protection and precautions
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Cosplay guest and costume contest judge Michael Wilson takes a selfie with the winners.
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Comic-Con wrap-up
By Jacqueline Rzesa

Grand Rapids Comic-Con attendees file past security in orange jackets and fill the DeVos Place main hall Oct. 17.

Cosplayer Alex Walcott, who also cosplayed as Groot, won
First Place: Mascot in Saturday’s costume contest.

GRCC professional tutor Roberto Savalva cosplays as the
Incredible Hulk, with his kids as Power Rangers.

Collegiate Staff
The 2015 Grand Rapids Comic-Con
ended its third year on October 18th.
According to Ticketmaster, 4,165 attendees arrived on Friday, 11,229 arrived on
Saturday, and 7,108 arrived on Sunday for
a total of 22,502 people. If 3-day badge
numbers aren’t tripled to account for multiday attendance, then 17,380 unique visitors
came.
General opinion of the event was mixed,
with more positive than negative feedback.
Overall, most attendees appreciated the
venue change, but didn’t appreciate the
layout of the dealer’s hall.
Notable guest panels included a talk by
Sesame Street’s Caroll Spinney, Assassin's
Creed’s Cas Anvar, and Batman’s Neil
Adams. Notable fan panels included a
Homestuck ask panel, a lecture on prop
making, and an interactive overview of
Doctor Who’s history. A few cancellations
occurred like the “Hannibal the Pannibal:
Who’s Hungry?” panel. Short of guest
panels, most cancellations have yet to be
documented on the event website or social
media.
The adult costume contest began on
Saturday night. The contest was divided
into four different categories- Best Stitched
Costume, Best Mascot Costume, Best
Group and Judge’s Choice. Each category
offered different prizes to the winners.
A smaller costume contest for kids was
hosted on Sunday.
Other floor features included video and
tabletop gaming rooms, and an anime room
for viewing popular shows. Outside of the
con, The B.O.B. launched several after
parties, and The Grand Rapids Symphony
performed Star Trek Live In Concert.
The 2016 Grand Rapids Comic-Con will
run from October 21-23. Guests for the
event are already being hired.

October 28, 2015
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CAROLL SPINNEY: THE MAN INSIDE THE BIRD
81-year-old ‘Sesame
Street’ Muppeteer
discusses documentary
at GR Comic-Con
By Chris Powers
Web Editor

When “Sesame Street” debuted in 1969, Big Bird was
the first puppet character kids saw on-screen and the
man inside was puppeteer Caroll Spinney.
As one of the headliners at this year’s Grand Rapids
Comic-Con, Spinney signed autographs and took photos
with fans at his booth and held a 45-minute question and
answer session on the main stage.
Spinney, 81, still portrays Big Bird and Oscar the
Grouch after 46 years and recently signed a contract
that would keep him on the show into its 50th year. The
documentary “I Am Big Bird: The Caroll Spinney Story”
follows Spinney on his journey with home video shot by
him and his wife, Debra. It took the filmmakers quite a
long time to sift through it all.
“We had so much video that they took two and a half
years to review it all, and they picked what they wanted
out of it to tell the story,” Spinney said.
As a young boy in the Boston area, Spinney saw a
puppet show and has been enamored with the art form
ever since. He thought it was “the greatest thing” that
they could tell stories with just the puppets on their
hands. When he found a puppet at a rummage sale, he
began performing for other children in the neighborhood.
Spinney’s artist mother encouraged his craft, helped
him build other puppets, a puppet theater and was even
his first scriptwriter.
“She didn’t realize she was giving me my career,”
Spinney said in the film. “She was a great mom.”
After a stint in the Air Force, he made his way back
to Boston and eventually hit it big on the local version
of “Bozo’s Big Top.” In August 1969, while working on
that show, he went to a puppeteering festival because he
“wanted to do something more important.”
During the festival, he met Jim Henson.
Spinney was scheduled to perform and had a stage
all set up for his act with a film to be projected on the
screen behind the puppets.
“The curtains open and to my horror, I can’t see
the screen,” Spinney recalled in the film. “I look up
and there’s this spotlight that I’d not put on and it was
washing out my screen so extremely that I couldn’t stay
in sync. There was no point in going on, so I walked
between the light and my screen and started pantomiming pulling my hair out.”
Henson visited Spinney in his dressing room after
the show.
“I liked what you were trying to do,” Spinney recalls
Henson telling him. It was then that Henson invited him
to New York City to work for the Muppets on a new project that would become “Sesame Street.”
According to former Muppeteer Frank Oz, Spinney
was almost too concerned with doing good technical
puppetry and not focusing on character.
“I felt bad for him that he was not committing to
the characters enough because he was in awe of Jim,”
Oz said in the documentary. “I think he didn’t fulfill his
whole talent at that point.”
When “Sesame Street” began, Henson saw Big Bird
as a country yokel. After the first batch of episodes,
Spinney changed the character to that of a perpetual
kid. It was just what the show needed and Big Bird and

CHRIS POWERS/WEB EDITOR

Caroll Spinney, 81, stood for nearly 45 minutes and answered question at Grand Rapids Comic-Con.
Oscar were “all over the show.”
Big Bird was the first breakout star of the show. His
merchandise was flying off the shelves just as fast as
Elmo merchandise did in the 1990s.
Muppeteering is usually a collaborative experience,
but both of Spinney’s characters are much more of a
solo act. As Oscar, Spinney crouches behind boxes with
his arm inside the puppet sticking out of the trash can.
Big Bird is a much more complicated puppet.
Spinney wears Big Bird’s legs and must be helped
into the top half of the puppet by at least one other
person. While inside, his only outlet to the world is the
monitor strapped to his chest that sees what the camera
sees. His right hand is stretched upward into Big Bird’s
neck to perform his mouth, using his pinky to control
the eyelids. Spinney’s left hand works the puppet’s left
wing and the right wing moves by virtue of a monofilament that mirrors his actions.
Despite the solitary nature of his performance,
Spinney was a favorite with his co-workers, but he
often butted heads with the late “Sesame Street” director Kermit Love. The original reason for their animosity
has been lost to time, but looking back Spinney said the
rivalry made his performance better.
“I really feel that the best director for Big Bird was
him,” Spinney said in “I Am Big Bird.”
Sonia Manzano, who has played Maria since 1971,
announced earlier this year she will be leaving “Sesame
Street.” Her first scene was with Spinney as Big Bird in
Big Bird’s nest and she was quite nervous. The veteran
actor recounted his advice for her.
“Don’t worry about it, just think of us all by ourselves
and that camera represents millions of people watching
you,” Spinney joked.
Spinney said Manzano will be missed around the set.
For college students who might be uncertain about
what they want to do with their lives, Spinney had some
particular advice.
“Try to do what (you) know about, excited about,
but also see if it’s original in itself, too,” Spinney said.
“Excitement and discovery is a good way to go.”
“I Am Big Bird” is available on Amazon Prime Video,
iTunes, and Google Play.

COURTESY CHILDREN’S TELEVISION WORKSHOP/MCT

Spinney keeps his script taped inside the Big Bird puppet.
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PREVENTION
IS PLANNED PARENTHOOD
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STILL NEED
TEXTBOOKS
FOR FALL?

B

S

RIAN’
OOK

I NC.

The Better Bookstore
Text PREVENTION to 51555 for 10 FREE CONDOMS
Visit PLANNED PARENTHOOD in Grand Rapids near campus, or in Wyoming.
(844) 316-4055 • ppwnm.org

WE BUYBACK USED
TEXTBOOKS DAILY
USED NEW RENTAL
TEXTBOOKS SUPPLIES

120 E. Fulton

BRIANSBOOKS.NET

(616) 454-2665

DEGREES FOR BUSY ADULTS
Grand Valley’s Center for Adult and Continuing Studies can help you complete a degree that
will enhance your life and your earning power.

Get on the fast track. Qualify for our 19-month accelerated degree completion program
and finish your bachelor’s in less than two years.

Design your own degree. Take advantage of our flexible liberal studies degree to focus
on topics most relevant to your career goals.

Evening programs. Complete a degree in social work or business administration in
management by taking all of your classes in the evening.

Create possibilities. Meet with an advisor today for help with financial aid, grants, and loans.
More options. Choose from many other degree programs and convenient online, hybrid, and
evening courses in Grand Rapids, Allendale, Holland, and Muskegon.

CONTACT US TODAY FOR HELP GETTING STARTED!
Career-focused programs | Flexible formats | Convenient locations | Affordable tuition
(616) 331-7180 gvsu.edu/adults
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Five fall fashion favorites for women

Story & photos by Kamilah Shepherd
Collegiate Staff

Being a college student
on a budget and still
keeping up with the latest fashion trends can
be a challenge. Here are
five of this year’s top
fall trends and some
great online sources.

Thigh high boots

Not only do they keep
your legs warm but
they’re sexy, too! Try
pairing these boots with
patterned tights and
skater skirts, leggings
and sweater dresses, or
even jeans. Because of
their versatility, get the
bang for your buck.

‘Attack on
Titan’ star
discusses
voice acting
at Grand
Rapids Comic
Con panel

Sweater dresses

One word: comfort. It’s
like stylishly wearing
pajamas during the day.
Try pairing the sweater
dress with basic leggings to get extra comfy
or jeans for a day at the
pumpkin patch.

Vests

Yes, I know you thought
you wouldn’t hear this
anymore after your mom
forced you in them as a
child, but they’re back
and better than ever.
Pairing a bubble vest with
long sleeved t-shirt and
jeans couldn’t scream
cute and casual any
louder.

Plaid, plaid and
more plaid

It’s in and everywhere
you look. Plaid button
ups go fabulously with
vests. They also come
in a vast variety of colors, shapes and lengths
making them easily
interchangeable among
outfits.

Floor-length
cardigans

Less is not more in
this case. The pattern
and material vary so
much that it makes
these gems easy to pair
with any outfit. Solid,
striped, tribal, you
name it.

By Cesar Ayala

Collegiate Staff
Trina Nishimura, voice of Mikasa on
“Attack on Titan”, spoke at this year’s Grand
Rapids Comic Con on how to become a
voice actor.
Nishimura began acting at age 9. She
attended the University of North Texas
in Denton, Texas, originally aspiring to
become a lawyer.
"To become a voice actor, just be an
actor," said Nishimura. ”Work with your
local theatre, work in the box office, and
surround yourself with creative people and
get comfortable with the word ‘no.’" when
auditioning.
"Live where the work is, for dub Dallas
and L.A. Are the big places for it. I would
recommend getting an agent, demo reels
are great, they're like the business cards for
actors", said Nishimura.
"Live where the work is,” Nishimura
said. “For dub, Dallas and L.A. are the big
places for it. I would recommend getting an

agent. Demo reels are great, they're like the
business cards for actors.”
Her first voice acting role was for
Dessert Punk as Namiko.
Nishimura auditioned for the voices of
Armin and Sasha, but ended up with the
role of Mikasa.
Many fans of Attack on Titan were very
excited when hearing Nishimura would
speak at the con this year, but what many
would agree on was when she made Attack
on Titan seem as a show that had some

valuable lessons to it.
"The reason I love “Attack on Titan” is
because it teaches little girls that they can
be a princess or Darth Vader or they can
be both,” Nishimura said. “Everyone has a
Titan, all the bad things in life are titans, it's
inspiring to see these small characters that
are going to fight them. It teaches people
they can face their own titans."
Nishimura concluded with an announcement that Attack on Titans season two will
be out next year.
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Celebrate Dia de los Muertos at the GR Public Library
By Kiyrah Floyd
Collegiate Staff

To Grand Rapids Community
College Spanish student Molly
Ludwig, November is not just any
other month. Ludwig and a group of
her peers will commemorate a well
known member of the Grand Rapids
community, Ryan Fischer. The late
Grandville High School student
passed away last year of an enlarged
heart.
Dia de los Muertos, or Day of the
Dead, celebrated on Nov. 1, is recognized mostly in Hispanic cultures,
and is believed to be the one day
of the year souls of the dead return
to earth. In an effort to welcome
and celebrate them, families come
together and build altars of commemoration containing food, candles, and
flowers.
Dating all the way back to the
Aztecs, the holiday has formed to
be a combination of European roots
and indigenous rituals, celebrated in
Mexico, Central and South America,
and even here in the United States.
We now have the chance to get to
witness it right here in our very own
neighborhood.
The Grand Rapids Public Library
will host a festival in honor of the
holiday Oct. 30 through Nov. 1. There
will be 30 altars located on the third

floor of the library auditorium, each
made by members of the community
celebrating the lives of loved ones
who have passed away.
“(The altars use) all the symbolism (of) traditional altars,” said
Kristen Corrado, GRPL communications manager. “(When) you walk
into our auditorium it’s just filled.”
Ludwig and her peers will
construct an altar in honor of
former co-captain of Grandville High
School’s hockey team, 17-year-old
Fischer. The altar will be embellished
fully with food, pictures, hockey
sticks, gloves, and other items
donated by his family to commemorate who Ryan was.
“The most important things to
him were faith, family, and freedom,
those were the things he lived for,”
Ludwig said. “We just want the people
who knew and loved him to come see
and celebrate him, and for the people
who didn’t know him to come and
look at his altar and see who he really
was, and to show his family that he
will always be remembered.”
Corrado recalled an altar that was
displayed a few years ago that carried
a lot of impact.
“A woman who worked here,
her name was Kimberly,” Corrado
said. “She and her husband were out
for a motorcycle ride and they were
struck by a drunk driver. She was

killed and so the staff built an altar
for her. That was a tough one but that
was probably the most meaningful to
me. Because I knew Kim, she was a
friend of mine, and for somebody to
have their life cut short that way, it’s
just terrible.”
The essence of the holiday is not
meant to be completely sad, but a
remembrance of someone’s life.
“It’s very powerful, it’s a very
moving thing, but it’s also a celebration of life, so it’s not meant to be sad.
It’s meant to honor or celebrate who
they were,” Corrado said.
The three-day celebration has
been broken up into three different
parts, school tours, public viewing,
and the last day is family day, where
live music, food, face painting and
Spanish tours of the library will be
offered.
“It gives you a chance to learn
about different cultures, and it really
gives you a chance to see the many
great traditions in our community
that many people don’t know about,”
Corrado said. ”It creates an understanding and brings people together.”
The GRPL Dia de los Muertos free
event will run Friday through Sunday
during regular library hours, located
on the website. Everything will be
free of charge for the public. For
more information call 616-988-5400,
or visit grpl.org/dayofthedead.
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ZOMBIE GUIDE TO HALLOWEEN MAKEUP
As Halloween draws near, costumes are always an issue. Cats are cliché and the toilet
paper mummy? Please, child’s play. This year, all you need to step it up is basic costume
makeup from Party City, and makeup from your local convenience store. I’m going to show
you how to be a “Speak No Evil Zombie” in six easy steps.

Photos & story Ryleigh Galer
Collegiate Staff

Creepy Candy
Corn Cupcakes
Step 1: Paint your face white. You
can get white face paint at Party
City for around $2.

Step 2: Dab liquid latex between
your top lip and nose. You can get
this at Party City as well, for around
$4. After you apply the latex, stick
cotton (from cotton balls) on top
of it. Pull the ends toward your
bottom lip, but be careful so your
mouth doesn’t get stuck together.
You should resemble The Lorax at
this point.

Step 3: Cover the cotton in latex so you
can mold it the way you want it to look.
The goal is make it look jagged and stringy.

Step 4: Repeat the process with the bottom
lip, except bring the cotton upwards. Now,
you have two options. You can connect the
top and bottom if you won’t be talking, or
be careful not to let them connect if you
want to talk. The key here is to make it
look random and jagged.

Step 5: Color the deepest parts of your mouth
and the splits in the latex with dark browns and
blacks. It should look like your mouth was just
ripped open. You can even go as far to brush some
bruise-like colors around parts of it. It’s okay if
your lips and the rest of the latex still show, you
will cover them in the next step.

Step 6: Final step! Go in with fake blood and apply
it all around the mouth, and under your eyes.
You can get the blood at Party City for up to $8,
depending on how much blood you want. You
won’t need much, believe me. I used the $5 fake
blood gel tube. The final touch is brushing blue,
brown and black all around your eyes up to your
browbone. Now, you could go further and paint
your arms and neck white if you want but make
yourself look as menacing and angry as possible.

From the kichen of Kamilah Shepherd
Ingredients:
White cake mix
3 eggs
¼ cup vegetable oil
1 cup water
White frosting
Yellow food coloring
Orange food coloring
Candy corn
Muffin/Cupcake liners
Directions:
Pre-heat oven to 335 degrees and
place liners in a muffin or cupcake
pan.
Follow mixing instructions on the cake
mix box then mix and divide the cake
mixture into two medium sized bowls.
Drop 50 drops of yellow food coloring
in one bowl and 50 drops of orange in
another bowl. Mix until color is blended
evenly.
Pace 1-2 tablespoons of yellow cake
mix into the liners then top with 1-2
tablespoons of orange cake mix.
Then bake for 14-17 minutes and let
cool for 20 minutes.
Decorate with white frosting and garnish with candy corn.

Things to do on Halloween around Grand Rapids
By Francesca Tysse
Collegiate Staff

During the season of autumn, Grand
Rapids is filled with a variety of fall activities. Why travel great distances to enjoy
a scare, apples, a corn maze or hot cider?
Here is a list of what to do in town to
enhance your fall experience.
Robinettes is a family friendly apple
orchard and winery located near the corner
of East Beltline and 4 Mile Rd. It consists of
plenty activities, like a corn maze and horse
drawn hayrides.
The corn maze is open from 10 a.m.-5
p.m. Monday through Friday, 10 a.m.-5:30
p.m. on Saturdays and noon-5:30 p.m. on
Sundays. The cost is $6 per person.

Horse drawn hayrides go from 1-5 p.m.
on Fridays, 11 a.m.-5:30 p.m. on Saturdays
and noon-5:30 p.m. on Sundays.
Robinette’s is located at 3142 4 Mile Rd.
in Grand Rapids.
The Haunt is one of the most visited
haunted houses in Michigan. This attraction consists of an outdoor maze lit by the
moonlight and the haunted house The
Haunt is open from 7:30-11:30 p.m. Friday
and Saturday, 7:30-9:30 p.m. on Sunday and
Thursdays and 7:30-10 p.m. on Halloween.
General admission tickets are $20. The
Haunt is located off I-96, at 2070 Waldorff
St. NW #2.
The Grand Rapids Children’s Museum
is hosting a family “Trick or Treat” event.
The children are able to dress up while

decorating a treat bag, creating halloween
themed art projects, playing with monster
slime and trick or treat throughout the
museum. The event will take place 5-8 p.m.
Thursday, October 29. The cost will be $1.75
per person. The museum is located at 11
Sheldon Ave.
“Halloween: Musical Parody” will be
showing at Dog Story Theatre, a theatrical performance inspired by the 1978 film
“Halloween.” The story is centered on serial
killer Michael Myers returning home to
terrorize his little sister. Performances start
at 3 p.m. on Oct. 22-24 and 29-31, 8 p.m.,
October 25. Student tickets are only $8. The
theatre is located at 7 Jefferson Ave.
The Intersection is hosting another
Mega ‘80s night but with a halloween theme

this time, Spooktacular. This event for 21
+ and everyone is encouraged to dress up.
The event will take place on Saturday, Oct.
24, 2015. Doors will open at 8 p.m. and close
at 2 a.m. Advance tickets are $12. The cost
goes up to $15 the day of the show. The location of the Intersection is 133 Grandville
Ave. SW.
Halloween on Ionia this year will consist
of beer, a costume contest, live bands, food,
heated tents and more Halloween night.
The outdoor event will take place on Ionia
St. between Fulton and Oakes. Tickets
purchased prior to the event scheduled
from 3 p.m.-midnight are $15 prior to the
event and $20 at the gate.
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Get a pita at Gita Pita
By Jill Rothwell
Collegiate Staff

As the freshmen on the block, brothers Adam Kadar, 26, and Ramzy Kader, 23,
re-opened Gita Pita in July at 2 Jefferson
Avenue SE.
The move from from 28th Street in
Cascade was prompted by a desire for a
longer lease. A fortuitous move that Ramzy
said has doubled their sales.
“It comes from a love of food, care and
appreciation of our customers,” Ramzy said.
Born and raised in Chicago, the brothers originally learned the cuisine techniques
in Jerusalem. Adam put his own special
spin on the recipes learned at home, in the
kitchen with his mother and grandmother,
as well as abroad.
Ramzy said moving to Grand Rapids
was a decision made as a family of entrepreneurs, investing their life savings almost
three years ago, after considering the
market research and the local competition.
Orders are assembled in a Chipotle-style
line where customers can choose from a
number of fresh ingredients. Everything is
made from scratch and meats are grilled per
order as well.
Fresh parsley, garlic, onions, garbanzo
beans and other spices are blended to

make the Shawarma, used to marinate the
chicken and steak overnight for the bowl
recipes. The falafel, a mixture of sauteed
chickpeas are blended with mediterranean
spices into a creamy mixture. Spoonfuls of
the blend are gently patted into balls then
dropped into hot oil to cook for a crispy
outer crust. Completely vegetarian and
vegan, 100% gluten free.
A specialty of the house is the pita bread
cooked on inverted cast iron bowls, known
as saj style. Heated from fire beneath the
bowls, the bread is buttered not to stick
then flipped quickly to cook.
Window bar seating is available in the
main room or on the side where you can
catch up on the news or sporting events on
flat screen tvs.
You can get in and out, back to school
within an hour, just don’t expect this to be a
super fast food option as it is very popular
with the community, but definitely worth
the wait.
Walking: 6 mins from the Main Building at GRCC
Hours: 11 a.m.-9 p.m. Monday
through Saturday, 12 p.m.-8 p.m. on
Sunday.
Prices range between $6 and $10.50

Art Club re-opening G1 Gallery in
former Main Building storage area
By Kamilah Shepherd
Collegiate Staff

installations.
As the advisor of the Art Club at GRCC,
Garrard has given the members a role in the
gallery.
“We’re looking for artists,” Garrard said.
“Anyone who wants to come down here
and experiment with their work and exhibit
their work.
In order to reserve space in the gallery,
contact Garrard at Sgarrard@grcc.edu or
the president of the art club, Harmony
Nguyen at HarmonyNguyen@email.grcc.
edu.

The G1 Gallery at Grand Rapids
Community College is in preparation to
open in December, and the art club is looking for student artists.
The Gallery, located on the G1 floor of
the Main Building, is coordinated by Visual
Arts Professor Steve Garrard, who has been
teaching pottery, 3D design and sculpture at
GRCC for six years.
“I started (the gallery) believe it or not,
three years ago,” Garrard
said. “We had this space here
that was just a storage area
and we weren't using it a
whole lot, so I was thinking it
would be great if we could get
the students involved with
this space to display their
works. The (Collins) Gallery
is a beautiful, formal gallery
but I wanted students to have
a place that's more casual for
the students to experiment
with.”
The gallery be is open to
GRCC students and members
of the community. The versaJOHN ROTHWELL/PHOTO EDITOR
tile 500 square foot space is
able to accommodate any Student work on display in the G1 Gallery.
art form, from paintings to

JILL ROTHWELL/COLLEGIATE STAFF

Gita Pita’s Ramzy Kader makes pita bread on inverted cast iron bowls, saj style.

GRCC Music Calendar
By Jill Rothwell
Collegiate Staff

Each year the Grand Rapids Community
College Music Department offers a number
of performances by students, faculty and
guest artists both on campus and at local
sites.
“Music at GRCC fulfills more than one
role,” said Kevin Dobreff, music professor
and department head/program director.
In addition to musical instruction, GRCC
students are offered paths in recording technology and associate’s degrees in music.
GRCC’s music department is s an accredited member of the National Association
of Schools of Music where membership is
gained by peer review.
For students interested in transferring
to a four-year institution, general education
requirements are offered for associate’s
degrees in arts and music.
Ensemble performances by students
for college credit are conducted twice each
semester. The next ensemble performance
will be 3 p.m. Sunday October 25 at St.
Cecilia Music Center by the GRCC Choral
and selected soloists. Admission is $5 for
adults, $3 for students and seniors.
Orchestra, guitar, small string, campus
band, wind, and other small ensembles
will perform at 7:30 p.m. Dec. 3, also at St.
Cecilia for the same admissions as above.
Of special interest for the halloween
holiday, the Kent Philharmonic Orchestra
‘Ghoul Fest’ will include a costume contest
that begins at 6:30 p.m. Friday.

Upcoming performances
Fri., Oct. 30, Kent Philharmonic
Orchestra ‘Ghoul Fest’, 7:30 p.m.,
St. Cecilia Music Center Royce
Auditorium. Admission: Adults $10;
Students/Seniors $5; Children 10
and under free
Wed., Nov. 4, Michigan Community College Choral Festival, 8:30 4:00 p.m.; St. Cecilia Music Center.
Admission:
Thurs., Nov. 5, GRCC Music Department Student Honors Recital, 2:30
p.m.; GRCC Music Center, Recital
Hall, Room 200. Admission: Free
Fri., Nov. 13, Kent Philharmonic Orchestra Chamber Concert: A performance of chamber ensemble
repertoire by members of KPO, 7:30
p.m.; St. Mark’s Episcopal Church.
Admission: Free
Thurs., Nov. 19, GRCC International
Guitar Series: Grand Rapids Guitar
Quartet, 7:30 p.m., GRCC Music
Center, Recital Hall, Room 200.
Admission: General Admission $15,
Students/Seniors $10

October 28, 2015
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awareness
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THINK PINK

Photos & story by John Rothwell
Photo Editor

The Grand Rapids Community College
women’s volleyball team won their 10th
straight match by sweeping Lake Michigan
Community College 3-0 (25-18, 25-8, 25-23)
on Oct. 15.
It was a night filled with emotion as the
Raiders played the annual cancer awareness match, which has been part of the
GRCC volleyball tradition since Chip Will
took over the coaching position nine years
ago.
This year’s Pink Out match, intended to
raise awareness about breast cancer, also
stirred emotions among team members
and one player in particular.
Freshman outside hitter Lauren
Wieber‘s
mother
died March 7 from
breast cancer.
“The day was
overall an emotional
day and it meant a
lot to me that this
community and this
team had my back,”
Lauren
Wieber
said. “Every time I
see pink that deals
Wieber
with breast cancer
awareness I get all
choked up.”
With both mother and daughter sharing
a passion for volleyball, Shanon Wieber
was able to see her daughter sign a letter of
intent to play college volleyball last spring.
The match started off slow with the
extra emotion built into the game because
of the event. Shanon Wieber’s initials were
sewn on the back of this year’s warm up
jerseys.
“I was trying not to burst out in tears
during the game,” Wieber said. “Realizing
the importance of awareness is what got me
through the game.”
With Wieber’s teammates rallying
around her, this year’s team and coaching
staff ran the Susan G. Komen 5K Race for
the Cure earlier in the month. Several teammates also showed up wearing pink wigs at
this year’s Wine and Wigs fundraiser event
to support her efforts to retell her mother’s
story as well as her own.
“I believe it meant a lot coming from an
18-year-old telling people to get checked,”
Wieber said. “At the awareness game I
spoke to a mother that has never had a
mammogram and I was like, ‘I am going to
drag you to get one if you don’t go get one
soon.’”
The added emotion did not hurt Wieber’s
play on the court as she led the raiders with
10 kills for the night.

SPORTS

Raiders huddle up before a 3-0 victory against LMCC on Cancer Awareness Night.

Lauren Wieber (#4) and Elizabeth McGovern (#14) rise above the net to block a shot.
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JUNIOR COUGARS ALLOW LOCAL YOUTH TO SHINE
By Dawan Brown
Collegiate Staff

Former Grand Rapids Community
College Football player and semi-pro
player, Joe Obaseki, extends the game of
football to the youth.
A semi-pro team passed the torch to
local youth when the Lakeshore Cougars
formed the Junior Cougars. A travel team
part of a non-profit organization under the
semi-pro football team, the Junior Cougars
have assembled local talent from around
West Michigan. All youth ranging from
second to eighth grade can be a Cougar.
The Cougars will be coached by Obaseki,
29, a former GRCC Raider. Obaseki played
football for GRCC in 2008 before moving on
after the 2009 season and looks to bring his
expertise to the team.
Obaseki, a Chicago native, said he
wants to teach the core learning focuses of
the game.
“We want to teach the game of football,
as well as teamwork, hard work, self discipline and putting God first,” Obaseki said
“It can also help with getting ready for Pop
Warner, as well as the next level.”
Pop Warner is an organization that
uses football, dance, cheerleading and an
emphasis on education to develop smart,

responsible, strong young men and women.
Obaseki faced an injury in college and
started to play again this year, as well as
take on coaching. His son, Noah, is on the
team as well.
“It was a get back out there and try it
again kind of thing,” Obaseki said. “As
far as coaching, Noah was invited to play
for a travel team and he balled out. It just
seemed the coaches were so stuck winning
that they weren’t making the game fun. I
wanted to give kids on the west side of the
state to have a chance to showcase their
skills.”
Jim Schulte and Tony Annese were
Obaseki’s coaches here at GRCC.
“I took Schulte’s football coaching class
thinking it would be an easy grade but he
actually taught us a lot,” Obaseki said. “The
playbook I created for our final in his class
is the playbook that I use for my offense
today.”
Obaseki said he enjoys having his own
son on the team, but he coaches every
player equally.
“There is no favoritism on my team,”
Obaseki said. “I play the best so if that
means my son doesn't play then so be it.
I just want these kids to have a chance to
showcase their talent and have that chance
of falling back in love with football.”

The
Junior
Cougars
can
compete in a minimum of two games
but up to five in a
weekend of tournament play based
on wins accumulated. The top three
teams
advance
every tournament,
until the championship game in Dallas
which crowns the
champion. Winners
receive rings, just
as in higher levels.
Teams from all
COURTESY PHOTO
over the country
come to compete,
Junior Cougars Football accepts youth ranging from second
ranging
from
to eigth grade.
Oklahoma, Florida
and Nebraska.
and travel expenses. Players must provide
The first weekend of tournaments, The
their own equipment to play. Uniforms will
River City Classic, begins this Saturday in
be provided upon arrival.
East Grand Rapids. Then the Cougars will
“I do this for free and I ask for nothing
travel to Louisville, on Nov. 7-8 before landin return,” Obaseki said. “I just love watching at the University of Michigan in Ann
ing my son have fun and watching these
Arbor the weekend of Nov. 14, before the
kids grow and learn the game I love with
national championship in Dallas.
hard work and discipline.”
Membership is $150, covering hotel fees

New men’s coach loves GRCC
basketball team’s effort women
By Zach Watkins
Sports Editor

The Grand Rapids Community College
men’s basketball team tips off its season
Nov. 7 against last season’s No. 1 ranked
team, Schoolcraft Community College.
With David Selmon stepping down,
new Head Coach Michael Spicer said
there were multiple reasons why he took
the reins of the program.
“Number one, I love coaching,” Spicer
said. “And I get the opportunity to spend
some time with my son and coach him
again. That doesn’t happen too often,
especially at the college level.
“I did have the opportunity to coach
him at the high school level, when he was
a junior, at Grand Rapids Christian.”
Spicer has always wanted the opportunity to coach at the collegiate level.
“Coach Selmon was a very integral
part of this happening too,” coach Spicer
said. “He actually approached me about
it.
“After talking to him about it, I felt
more confident, and now, here I am.”
The team only returns two members
of last season’s squad, Michael Spicer and
and Kevin Brower.
“I think last year’s team, at least (on)
paper, was better at this point,” coach
Spicer said. “They were at least better
shooters. There were a lot of good shooters on that team.
“This team is coming along. I watched

that team last year, because Mike was on
the team, and I liked the heart I saw.”
Spicer said the 2015-16 squad’s biggest
strength is its effort.
“They’re going to be an effort team,”
coach Spicer said. “They’re going to have
to win with
effort,
hustle,
t o u g h ness
…
the defensive
end
is
going
to have to
keep us in
the game.
“Right
now, we’re
not a good
s h o o t ing team.
W e ’ r e
Spicer
going
to
have
to
put emphasis on attacking the basket. We
definitely have to be a very physical and
aggressive team.”
GRCC’s potentially biggest task will
come in that opening matchup against
Schoolcraft on Nov. 7.
“From my understanding, we may not
see another team like them the rest of the
way,” coach Spicer said. “It’s going to be a
tough opener, but as long as we compete,
that’s all I’m looking for right now.”

By Avery Jennings

a lot better on offense, so we were looking
up the floor and passing the ball up.”
“I think we need to work on our offense
more, going through plays more, seeing
better options instead of shooting on the
first pass.”
The team will have their last home
scrimmage against Washtenaw Community
College Oct 28. Coach Kimball said he
felt his team’s athleticism was an edge for
GRCC.
“We weren’t as sharp as we needed to
be, defensively,” Kimball said. “We were
able to make some plays, athletically, where
quickness and a little bit of speed helped
out there.”

The Grand Rapids Community College
women’s basketball team has a lot of
basketball ahead of them.
The Raiders came out against the Calvin
College junior varsity team on Tuesday and
finished the scrimmage with a lot of good
things to be proud of, as well as things to
definitely work towards for the season to
come.
“I liked our aggressiveness on the offensive end,” Head coach Ray Kimball said
about his team’s performance. “We’ve got
to find that fine line of when to be aggressive and when to organize, but I liked our
aggressiveness.”
Despite it being a scrimmage, the team
still treated it like it was a true game.
“Tonight, I think we did a good job.”
Courtney Zenner, a freshman point guard,
said about the team’s performance. “In the
beginning, it was kind of rough getting the
ball up the floor, but as we started getting a
feel for the game, and knowing where our
players were, we were able to beat the press

A GRCC player fights for the ball
against Calvin College Monday.

scrimmage
against Calvin
junior varsity
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GRCC golfer Jordan Mattson’s hole-in-one performance
By Andy McDonald
Collegiate Staff

Jordan Mattson’s recent success on
the golf course has been excellent for the
Grand Rapids Community College golf
team.
Mattson has been playing golf ever since
he was young and his father would take
him to hit golf balls at the driving range. He
competed in his first tournament when he
was 13, and has been playing competitively
for six years now.
Graduating from Grandville High School
in 2014, the 19-year-old Wyoming native
is attending GRCC for business administration, while playing golf for the college.
Mattson said the team as a whole has been
playing well.
“I for one have been playing decent,”
Mattson said. “I had one bad round, but
everyone is going to have one of those here
and there.”
While Mattson has been playing strong
this season, the team has been solid as a
whole. Mattson said the team already has a
first place finish this season, and a few top
five finishes as well.

COURTESY BRUCE VANDENBELDT

Mattson holds up his hole-in-one ball at Stonegate Golf Club.

Raiders finish fourth at NJCAA Fall Preview
By Zach Watkins
Sports Editor

The Grand Rapids Community College
golf team finished in fourth place with a
624 at the National Junior College Athletic
Association Division II Preview on Oct. 16
and 17.
The Raiders finished nine strokes off
first place Kirkwood Community College’s
615.
“We went there with an idea with how we
were going to compete with the best teams
in the country, and we wanted to get the
rounds in at the course where the National
Championship will be held,” GRCC coach
Bruce VandenBeldt said. “We found out we
could play with some of the top teams, and
I had a great time at my last tournament.”
VandenBeldt said that despite the
inclement weather, his team adapted and
played well.
“The wind was crazy,” VandenBeldt
said. “There was 25-30 mph winds, so that
was crazy and it was cold. We’re used to
that though. We always play in that so we
embrace it. We’re the ‘up north’ team, so
that’s what we’re known for.”

Owens Community College’s Bandit
Chaisuk took first place overall, with a
one-over-par 145. Nathan Brownlee topped
the Raiders’ scorecard with a 154.
“He had a nice tournament,” VandenBeldt
said, of Brownlee. “He’s really come on this
fall and has done a nice job for us. He and
the rest of the team are excited for the
spring.”
GRCC’s Devin Capron tied for ninth
place at 156, while teammate Brandon
Hawkins tied for 13th at 158.
Despite VandenBeldt’s retirement in
June, GRCC was unable to find a replacement coach in time for the fall season. A
new coach has been hired for the spring,
John Forton, a director of golf instruction
at Egypt Valley.
“When we concluded there, we didn’t
know who the coach was, but then we found
out, and that’ll be a perfect fit,“ VandenBeldt
said.
“It’s been a dream (coaching GRCC),” he
said. “To be able to go to nationals like we
did so often, to be a top 10 team in the country, to see kids go on and play at a higher
level. It’s been a great run and a good ride.
It’s scrapbook time.”

“We’re playing well, but we would like
to see more first place finishes,” Mattson
said.
The highlight of Mattson’s career is his
growth in the game.
“I’d probably say my biggest achievement in my career is how much I have
progressed throughout my six years of
golf,” Mattson said. “From playing my
first ever tournament and shooting a 90,
something in my first few tournaments as
an early teen, to averaging mid 70s at one
of the hardest courses in Michigan, Egypt
Valley.”
There was one shot that stuck out to
Mattson that happened recently while playing in a tournament for GRCC.
“My most memorable shot was my first
hole-in-one a few weeks ago in a tournament at Stonegate Golf Club, which also
got me into a playoff for a medalist but
ended up falling short,” Mattson said. “Golf
has made my life so much more enjoyable
to live because of all the relationships I
have formed and all of the amazing times I
have had on the golf course. If it wasn’t for
golf, I would be a totally different person
than I am right now.”

Cross Country: Men finish
13th at Jayhawk Invite
By Andy McDonald
Collegiate Staff

The Grand Rapids Community College
Cross Country teams competed Oct. 16
at the Jayhawk Invitational hosted by
Muskegon Community College.
The men's team placed 13th out of 16
teams with a final point total of 329.
For the first time this season, the team
was lead by freshman Kirk Dickson with
a 27:23 time and a 47 second personal
record, finishing 47th out of the 167
runners. Isaiah Fox finished shortly after
with a time of 27:31, also a PR, placing
54th.
Carter VerSluys' finishing time of 29:13
was good enough for 103rd place. Denis
Martinez-Ramos finished with a time of
32:17, placing 149th, and rounding it out
for the Raiders was Brad Heintzelman
with a time of 27:27 placing 153rd.
Coach Matt Sicilia spoke very highly
of Martinez-Ramos and Dickson and the
efforts they gave.
"Kirk turned in a sterling effort, and
Martinez-Ramos ran a particularly impressive race by knocking off over a minute of
his previous best time,” Sicilia said.
The ladies did not place due to not
having enough run sners on their team.
Two ladies did finish with times, Gewirtz
had a final time of 22:04 placing 94th
with an eight second personal best finish.
Pierson ran an 18-second PR finishing
129th.

Overall coach Sicilia was very happy
with the consistency and effort his team
put in.
"I was very excited to see the breakthrough performances of Dickson and
Martinez, as well as the overall consistent
improvements of the team,” Sicilia said.

File photo of Kirk Dickson at the Calvin
Knight Invite in September
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RIGHT HERE. RIGHT NOW.

EARN YOUR
UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN-FLINT DEGREE ONLINE!
UM-Flint’s in-demand degrees are flexible, convenient, and designed for busy students like you.
Our highly qualified, on-site faculty are accessible and committed to helping
you reach your academic, personal, and professional goals.
WINTER ENROLLMENT IS OPEN NOW. APPLY TODAY!

online.umflint.edu

#umflint

