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The World Wide Web turned 25 years old
last week and its creator, Tim Berners-Lee,
is still fighting to make it better. Berners-Lee
is taking the attention he's getting during the
Web's anniversary to
propose a "Digital
Bill of Rights."
In an interview
with the technology website CNET,
Berners-Lee noted
that people never
really thought about
governments disconnecting the Web until
former
President
Hosni Mubarak cut it
Berners-Lee
during the 2011 revolution in Egypt.
"Even with the (NSA leaker Edward)
Snowden revelations, they tend to be thinking just about the phone issues," BernersLee said. "Now everybody gets to think
about human rights on the Web.”
It is because of these recent events
and proposals in many countries to set
up roadblocks to net neutrality, including
SOPA(Stop Online Piracy Act) in the United
States, that Berners-Lee, 58, is calling for
independence for his creation. Through the
Web We Want initiative, he is targeting the
spread of internet access to the nearly two
thirds of the world that still doesn't have it,
establishing clear regulations and protecting personal information.
To achieve that goal, Web We Want
is currently raising awareness through a

See Web We Want, page 2

“What sort of Web
do you want over the
next 25 years? Are you
satisfied with what
you’ve got — or with
what you might get if
you’re not careful?”
Tim Berners-Lee

Father of the World Wide Web
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Runners, including some GRCC faculty and staff, race through campus in their
underwear in support of Gilda’s LaughFest.

See LaughFest, pages 10 - 11
STUDENT LIFE

Survey seeks student suggestions
Answer questions
about the social
climate on campus
to win $1,200
By Rachael Ocampo
Collegiate Staff

Some may say that Grand Rapids
Community College is a great place to be,
but how can we know that for sure? What
if some people disagreed, and thought there
were some aspects that school officials
needed to work on? School administrators
seek to answer those questions and others
in GRCC’s first-ever Campus Climate Survey
beginning today.
The survey, which can be filled out
online, will assess students, faculty, and
staff’s perceptions about the social climate
at GRCC. John Cowles, dean of student
success and retention and co-chair of the
Campus Climate Survey team, hopes that
participants’ answers will give an accurate
summary of what it really feels like to be a
member of the Raider nation.

A&E 14-17

Sports 18-20

“We want to know
what your perceptions are of this
place. Do you feel
comfortable here?
Is this a place where
you
feel
welcomed? If
it’s not a place
where you feel
comfortable or welcomed, tell us why,
(because) we want to make improvements
to that,” Cowles said.
The survey, which will take around 20-30
minutes, will be completely anonymous and
“will never ask for a name or ID number,”
Cowles assured.
This is to encourage participants to be
completely honest, according to MaryBeth
Beighley, director and fellow Campus
Climate Survey team member. “We want
you to be completely honest. That’s the only
way we’re going to be able to address any
issues that might be on campus,” she said
in a question-and-answer video on GRCC’s
website.
“We want to have a very inclusive
campus, but until we ask those hard

See Climate Survey, page 2
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Campus Police GRCC alum hired by Campus Police Department
a variety of experience, he must still go flourish in his career.
Reports By Lauren Winther
“My overall goal as a police officer is
through four weeks of in house training at
Compiled by
Lauren Winther
Collegiate Staff
and
Jacquelyn Zeman
News Editor

Larceny
2/19/14

A student left her purse in room 202
of the Calkins Science Center, upon
returning to the classroom, the purse
was gone and no one knew of its
whereabouts. Dispatchers notified
the student that her purse had been
turned into the lost and found. After
inspecting the purse, the student
noticed $100 in a small assorted bills
was missing. An officer suggested the
student check her bank statements
and make sure none of her credit
card information was taken.

Disorderly Conduct
2/20/14

Two students started fighting in 247
Main. On the officer’s arrival to the
scene he found a Grand Rapids Community College instructor dealing
with a fight between two students.
One student was involved in a fight
with another student during class
while the instructor had turned their
back. The instructor had separated
the two students. The instructor
reported that the two exchanged
heated words, and then began fighting. Other students in class reported
to have said that the two have been
fighting on and off throughout the
semester. Both are not allowed to
return to class until they speak with
someone in the Student Life office.

Larceny

Collegiate Staff

A few years after graduating from the
Grand Rapids Community College police
academy, Aaron Gray, 27, of Grand Rapids,
is back on campus as the newest member
of the campus police
force.
“I served 10
years as a Military
Police Officer with
the
reserves,
I
recently
returned
from a deployment
where I worked as a
Corrections Officer,”
Gray said.
In addition, Gray
worked for Life
Gray
Ambulance for three
years.
“Since 2010, I worked for Life EMS as an
EMT,” Gray said.
Although the newly hired officer had

the campus police station, which he is still
currently undergoing.
Additionally, Gray, while under the
supervision of Officer Tony Myers, has
taken calls around campus, and is happy to
return to GRCC.
“I like being here. I like the work, it’s
a great place to get your feet wet if you’re
new to the career,” Gray said. “You get the
same type of stuff any other agencies get;
it’s just probably a little bit slower here.
There is not an abundance of car thefts,
domestics- all the things you kind of pile in
with a bigger city.
While Officer Gray is still adjusting, he is
already aware of the emphasis on campus
safety.
“We are more geared towards faculty,
staff and students and trying to maintain
safety for everybody here and enforcing
that safety,” Gray said.
With some experience under his belt,
one of Gray’s goals as a police officer is to

SCIENCE

Theoretical physicist Ronald Mallett
explains how time travel is possible
By Joshua Vissers
Editor-in-Chief

Professor of physics and author Ronald
Mallett explained the theoretical physics
behind time travel last night to nearly 200
people at Grand Rapids Community College,
as part of the Diversity Lecture Series.
Mallett lost his father, whom he idolized,
to a massive heart attack when he was 10
years old.
“I read a story in a book that changed
my life at the age of 11,” he said, referring
to H.G. Wells’ “The Time Machine”, which
inspired him to pursue time travel to reunite
with his father.
Since then he’s earned his doctorate in
physics from Pennsylvania State University
and published several papers and a book

about his his theories of how going back in
time may very well be possible.
“You can use light to effect time,” he
said, after explaining the basics of Einstein’s
theories of relativity, which explains the
relationship between light, gravity and
speed of movement.
His proposed method of time travel uses
intense lasers to bend the fabric of space
and time, making it into a loop which is
possible to travel back in time through.
A quick video explaining the concept
can be found at bit.ly/ronmallettYT. He’s
also written a book entitled “Time Traveler”,
which is a mix between an explanation of
his theories and a memoir.
“I thought he took a real complex subject
and made it digestible,” said Eric Williams,
Director of Equity Affairs at GRCC.

2/25/14

Officers were dispatched to the
Lyon Street parking ramp due to a
witness who noticed two students
leaving ramp without paying. Both
vehicles went through the gate after
other student had already paid. The
witness was able to get the license
plate number of both vehicles. After
reviewing the surveillance tape, officers were able to do a license plate
search through the Law Enforcement
Information Network. Through this
network, officers were able to track
down the owners of the vehicles
and cross reference their information in the GRCC student database.
The students, who were apart of the
same sports team, admitted during
an interview of previously leaving the
ramp without paying. Each student
was feed $9 for every time they did
not pay. The cashiers office was
also notified to place a hold on both
students account until the charge
was paid.

Larceny
2/26/14

A student’s textbook was stolen after
she left it on top of the paper-towel
dispenser in the Women’s restroom.
Once the student realized her book
had been taken, she asked anyone in
the restroom and outside of it if they
had seen her book, in which no one
had. She then went to the campus
bookstore where she was informed
a women was trying to sell back the
same book she had lost. The bookstore wasn’t accepting buy backs
at the time and denied the suspect.
The victim then went to the campus
police department to report her book
stolen. Officers were able to contact
Brian’s Books to notify them, however they were already closed. The
next day the book was returned to
campus police. Disorderly Conduct.

CHRIS POWERS/WEB EDITOR

Physicist Ronald Mallett explains how to use a wormhole to travel through time
and space.

Campus Survey
Continued from page 1

questions, we just can’t find out how we’re
doing,” she added.
An email with a link to the survey was
sent out March 13 to all current students
and employees at their GRCC email address.
Pencil and paper copies will also be available at the enrollment center for the entire
two to or three weeks the survey will run.
The survey will ask questions about
participants’ demographics, including age
range, gender, ethnicity, religious background and other identifying factors. It
will also ask questions about participants’
personal experiences and reflections on
GRCC’s campus.
After the data is collected, a report will
be issued and sent to select school officials
by Rankin & Associates, the third party
consulting company GRCC has hired to
perform the survey. Rankin & Associates
will then address any issues or concerns
shown in the results and work with school
officials to develop an individualized
plan focused on changing these negative

environs for the better.
“The actual survey itself is not even on
GRCC’s servers, so (school officials) will
never have access to that information,”
Cowles pointed out. “We will only get a
composite report at the end of the survey.”
At the end of the survey, students will
have a chance to click a link to go back to
GRCC’s website and enter a drawing for
one of two prizes. Two lucky winners will
receive either a $1,200 GRCC scholarship or
a 16 GB iPad Air. Faculty and staff are also
encouraged to participate, but the special
prize drawing is only available for students.
“I’m really encouraging students to
participate. That’s why we have a couple of
excellent prizes for student participation,”
Cowles added.
“Every voice counts at GRCC. That’s
our slogan, but it really is the heart of what
we’re trying to do. We want to hear from
every individual,” Cowles said.

I’d like to be more of a command staff
when I come to retirement,” Gray said.
“Promotions are big for me. Trying to move
my way up through the ranks and trying to
get as much experience as I can.”
Gray doesn’t foresee himself leaving
GRCC anytime soon.
“What I’ve told the Chief and what I’ve
told Lieutenant was I will maintain my position here as long as I can professionally and
personally develop,” said Gray.
“Once we have hit a peak, then we’ll
have to reevaluate and go from there. As
of right now, I enjoy this place. I’m learning
a lot, so I don’t foresee myself in the near
future going anywhere but staying here and
building experience.”
While Gray’s plans to move up in his
ranking, as for now, Officer Myers believes
he is a good fit for GRCC PD.
“He’s doing well,” Myers said. “His
personality seems to blend well with our
other officers.”

Web We Want
Continued from page 1
public education drive on the importance of
the open web, a small grants program, and
joint mobilization efforts with other organizations.
To celebrate his creation's birthday,
Berners-Lee participated in a Reddit AMA
(Ask Me Anything), where he took questions from users of the popular social news
site. As is customary, the topics ranged from
the incisive to the banal.
One Reddit user called Berners-Lee
out on his support for Digital Rights
Management despite his desire for an open
web.
"People want to watch big movies. DRM
is a pain in many ways, but if you have used
Netflix or bought a DVD or a bluray, then
DRM is part of your life," Berners-Lee said.
He also pointed out that copyright laws,
particularly in the United States, are "seriously broken, and need fixing separate from
the DRM question."
On the topic of the dark side of the
internet, Berners-Lee said, "Simple answers
include of course that illegal things are
crimes on or off the web. But anonymity
is tricky. We have a right to be anonymous
as a whistle-blower or under an oppressive
regime but not when we are bullying someone? How can we build technical/social/
judicial systems for determining which
right is more important in any given case?"
Another Reddit user asked, "What was
one of the things you never thought the
internet would be used for, but has actually
become one of the main reasons people use
the internet?"
Berners-Lee responded with a single
word, "Kittens." When pressed by another
user, he admitted that he's never posted a
picture of his own cat.
Other noteworthy information to
come from his AMA: The World Wide Web
was almost called The Information Mine
(which one Reddit user pointed out would
be abbreviated TIM instead of WWW).
Berners-Lee is primarily a Firefox user but
also uses Safari, Opera and Chrome. He still
cannot spell referrer, his parents were his
role models, and his first computer was an
M6800 evaluation kit in 1976.
On March 12, 1989, Berners-Lee,
proposed "a universal linked information
system" to help academics and universities
around the world run a particle accelerator
in Switzerland. Instead of simply developing a narrow system for the CERN facility,
he created an entire new way of feeding
huge amounts of information into the Web,
giving it somewhere to live and a way to find
it later.
In 1994, Berners-Lee founded the World
Wide Web Consortium, the closest thing the
internet has to a governing body. He continues to be an active member of the group
today. In 2009, he established the World
Wide Web Foundation to “tackle the fundamental obstacles to realizing his vision of
an open Web available, usable, and valuable
for everyone.” The group
A British citizen, Berners-Lee was
knighted by Queen Elizabeth II in 2004 and
was honored during the opening ceremony
of the 2012 Olympics in London.
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GRCC STARTS 100 YEAR CELEBRATION PLANNING
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Campus Events
March 20
Driving Miss Daisy opens at
Spectrum Theater and runs
through the 30th. Adult
admission is $20, or $5 for
GRCC students.

March 26

Free assistance signing
up for health insurance
provided by Cherry Street
Health Services.
3 to 7 p.m. at Fountain
Street Church.

March 28
By Jacquelyn Zeman
News Editor

During the 2014-2015 school year Grand
Rapids Community College will be celebrating its 100th year anniversary. Even though
the official celebration does not begin until
next school year, an event planning team
has been working for many months to put
together the ongoing celebration to start
this August.
“I am excited that we will have what I
believe to be a wonderful recorded history
of the college as a result of this,” said GRCC
President Steven Ender. “…we have been
here 100 years, and that’s good. But also
we have been here 100 years, and that’s not
good, because people, I believe, tend to take
us for granted as an institution, rather than
embrace how lucky this community is that
it has Grand Rapids Community College.”
The celebration kicks-off prior to
students coming to campus for the fall
semester. As usual there will be a gathering of all faculty and staff, which is called
convocation.
“This year that is going to be a different twist, and it is going to be an academic
convocation for our faculty and staff. We
typically don’t put on our gowns and hoods
and celebrate that we are an academy of
education,” Ender said.
The first community event is scheduled
for Sept. 13 in the Ford Fieldhouse. This
will be an open house for alumni, current
students, and staff to attend.
Former President Jimmy Carter will
speak at the Diversity Lecture Series on
Sept. 22. Since this is expected to be such
a widely attended lecture, the event will be
hosted in the Ford Fieldhouse.
Ender said he was able to get Carter to

come and speak because of a mutual friend ment ceremony at the Van Andel Arena
he has with Carter. “At the end of the day it on May 1, 2015. Ender said, “Quite frankly
is going to happen, and I am quite delighted we had to really manage the number of
with it…but that’s one of the coolest parts students and their family members that can
of being a president, you get opportunities come into the Fieldhouse…we are taking
advantage of the 100
like that.”
years to kind of test the
There will be a gala
“...[W]e have been
Van Andel as a perhaps
that is to be hosted at
permanent spot for our
DeVos Place on Oct. 22.
here 100 years, and
graduation.”
“The goal with this,
that’s good. But also
Ender said he is torn
and with celebrating the
on having the graduation
100 years is fundraising we have been here
location change. “I really
towards student scholar100 years, and that’s
loved the Fieldhouse
ships,” Ender said.
graduation.
I
loved
Other than scholarbeing on campus, with
ships, fundraising will not good, because
hopefully go towards
people, I believe, tend Lyon Street closed, and
Olivarez Plaza filled with
building a new Early
to take us for granted students and families. So
Childhood Center, for
we will see how it goes. It
finishing renovations on as an institution...”
will be different.”
the Main Building, and
Many
departments
eventually
renovating
Steven Ender
across campus will have
the Music Building.
GRCC Preisdent
their own celebrations,
“Hopefully the gala
will introduce a lot of people to our work, and will be making connections with alumni
who have never given to the college before,” that have graduated from their department.
Lockwood, a former English department
Ender said.
Spectrum Theater is also putting on a member, is also writing an official history of
musical production that is about the history the college in addition to helping write the
of the college. The musical’s main character musical. Ender said, “It is fascinating for me
is a present-day GRCC student named Jill. to see the evolution of this institution…by
Jill finds herself in a time warp, and ends itself, it is a great outcome of us celebrating
up in the first president of GRCC’s office. our 100 years.”
Ender said that with the celebration, “I
Jill must walk through different eras of the
college in order to reach the present day. hope that students find avenues to participate, but I hope they reflect a bit on what an
The show will run Nov. 7 and 8.
The writers of the musical are Walt opportunity this college is.”
For more information on the 100-year
Lockwood and James Schafer. The music
and theater departments have been very celebration, events planned for next school
involved with the development of the show year, and the history of the college, visit
grcc.edu/100th.
as well.
The year will end with the commence-

Global Experience Festival
Food and entertainment
from around the world.
Doors open at 6 p.m. at
the Ford Fieldhouse.
Tickets are $5, available in
the Student Life office.
Richard Calkins Memorial
GRCC will hold a memorial
service for former president
Richard Calkins March 28,
5:30 to 7 p.m. in rooms 122
and 124 of the Applied
Technology Center.
Calkins died on Nov. 29,
2013.

April 8
Grad Fest 2014
Get organized for
commencement by
ordering your cap and
gown, getting tickets
and more. 10 a.m. to 6
p.m. in the Multi-purpose
room of the Student
Center.

April 9
Blood Drive
The Campus Activities
Board is sponsoring a
Blood Drive from 8 a.m.
to 4 p.m. in room 108 of
Sneden.

April 11
Grand River Winds
GRCC Community Wind
Ensemble performs at
St. Cecilia Music Center
at 8 p.m. Admission for
adults is $6, students and
seniors are $3

CONSTRUCTION

Construction at GRCC continues through the winter and summer semesters
By Jacquelyn Zeman
News Editor

Construction
at
Grand
Rapids
Community College has started its next
segment. Construction at the Applied
Technology Center started at the beginning
of the winter semester. The ATC and other
buildings on campus are to be in an ongoing
transformation process that will continue
through the end of the summer semester.
Victoria Janowiak, GRCC’s executive
director of operational planning, said “we
are in the second year of a three-year bond
construction project. There are multiple
buildings that are going to be in various
stages of construction, and much of the
construction process will be going on during
the summer.”
As zones are finished in the ATC, classes
that have been moved out of the building are
slowly being moved back in.
College Park Plaza was renovated in
the first segment of construction during the
summer of 2012. Last summer floors four
and five of Cook were renovated, as well as
the first segment of Main was completed.
During this summer’s construction, work
on the ATC will be continuing. The biggest
changes for the ATC will be new carpeting
and painting.
Phase two for Cook Hall will be working on renovating floors two and three. As a
result of this, the traditional location of many
summer classes has been changed. The
work going on in Main and Sneden Hall this
summer will be mostly behind the scenes
work.
All instruction has been moved out of
Main and Cook during the summer session.

Classes will be
taking place in all
the other buildings
for the summer.
Even
student
services will be
moving out of the
first floor of Main.
The
Raider
Grille will be taken
over during the
summer as a temporary office space.
Even though everything on campus
will be shuffled
around, the goal is
to keep the school’s
academic schedule
on time.
The library will
be closed for six
weeks this summer,
and its services will
JACQUELYN ZEMAN/NEWS EDITOR
be moved into the
ATC. One of the
The first floor of the Applied Technology Center went under construction in January and will be mostly
newest
additions
complete by late summer.
to the library is the
replacement of the windows on the building.
This is the last year of the bond-funded
project. The entire project is $32 million
between the state and bond donations.
Janowiak said for students to “just be
patient … faculty will be teaching in buildings that they normally don’t teach in, and
students will be taking classes in buildings
they normally are not in, so it will be a very
different summer on the campus.”
For more information on the construction process, visit bit.ly/grccconstruction.
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DIVERSITY LEARNING CENTER

CONGOLESE SIBLINGS TOUR TO RAISE AWARENESS FOR CIVIL WAR
By Sean P. Mulhall
Collegiate Staff

Professor Kizombo Kalumbula and
artist Pamela Alderman kicked off the Race,
Ethnicity and Identity Conference Monday
with moving lectures on the civil war in the
Democratic Republic of Congo.
Kalumbula, a native of the DRC, started
things off. He is currently an adjunct professor at Grand Rapids Community College
in the psychology department, as well as
a pastor for the Tabernacle Community
Church. Kalumbula delivered a lecture
focusing on the civil war in Congo.
In 1994 the genocide in Rwanda forced
many to flee the country into Congo. In 1996
a rebellion started in Congo and continues
to this day. More than 8 million Congolese
have lost their lives
since then and 1
million more have
been forced from
their homes.
A militia called
the M23 ran a
murderous campaign
to take control of the
mineral-rich southeast part of Congo.
“[The
M23]
used
the
despiAlderman
cable, unspeakable
weapon of rape,”
said Kalumbula. “Women [in Congo] don’t
talk about if [they will be raped], but when.”
The United Nations has labeled Congo
as the rape capital of the world. It is estimated that more than 1,100 women are
raped every day.
There is hope, but also many obstacles.
Chief among those obstacles is a lack of
justice. Many people don’t call the police
because it is likely they will end up being
victimized a second time.
“Why should we care?” asked Kalumbula.

“Because we are
our
neighbor’s
keeper,
in
the
universal
neighborhood of man…
Every human being
is our neighbor. We
must engage in a
message of hope.”
Professor
Kalumbula
then
introduced Pamela
Alderman, a top 100
finalist at Artprize
in 2012, who started
her lecture by reading the stories of
some of the women
she has interviewed
for her artwork.
“My definition
of ‘a woman who
cares about the
world’
changed
in
2011,”
said
Alderman. “It took
me five minutes
to find Congo on a
map of the world.”
SEAN P. MULHALL/COLLEGIATE STAFF
That’s
when
she met group of Les Clay, a choir made up of 8 Congolese siblings, performs for an audience at Sneden Hall during
GRCC’s Race, Ethnicity and Identity Conference.
Congolese
refugees living in West
Michigan.
The
Race, Ethnicity and
stories of these women were so moving that on the branches of a tree.
“Art helps the soul to heal,” said Identity Conference
Alderman became obsessed.
“I started watching documentaries Alderman. “No matter what culture you are
Wednesday, March 19: 6:30 - 8 p.m.
[about women in Congo],” said Alderman. from.”
During the question and answer Dr. Alicia Decker: Recalling the legacy of
“I was horrified, but I could not stop watchsegment, Professor Kalumbula offered a Amin: Ethnicity, Gender, and Religion in the
ing.”
Alderman decided to help by using her few ways to help. Any students looking to shaping of Memory in Uganda
art. She has interviewed many Congolese help the cause can visit internationalberThursday, March 20: 6 - 8:30 p.m.
women for her Artprize installment. ean.org or congoim.com. There is also an
Mr. Steve Tryon: Accountability Citizenship:
‘Courage Ablaze’ is a mixed media work of online petition to sign at ushmm.org.
Toward Effective Information-Age
art, ranging from water color portraits on
Governance
columns to burned picture frames hanging

Adult students
welcome

DIVERSITY LEARNING CENTER

NPR host Michele
Norris final
speaker of 19th
annual Diversity
Lecture Series

If you’re an adult who would like to finish a degree, our Center for Adult
and Continuing Studies can help you complete a degree that enhances
your life and your earning power. And we can give you options that
make a degree more relevant, convenient, and affordable.
•

Get on the fast track. Qualify for our 19-month Leadership program
and complete a degree in less than two years.

•

Earn a degree in business. Take advantage of our convenient and
flexible evening Business program.

JACQUELYN ZEMAN/NEWS EDITOR

Make it real. Design your own career-focused degree with our
unique Liberal Studies program.

By Carla Villasana-Acosta

•

Fit your life. Rely on evening, online, and hybrid classes to fit your
busy schedule.

•

Create possibilities. Meet with an advisor for help with financial aid,
grants, and students loans.

Grand Rapids Community College
welcomed radio host Michele Norris and
her conversation on race as part of the
2013-2014 Diversity Lecture Series.
Around
1,000
people
gathered
Wednesday at the Fountain Street
Church to listen to Norris’ lecture titled
“Eavesdropping on America’s Conversation
on Race.” It encouraged the audience to
consider the topic on a new perspective
and think about race’s meaning and value.
Norris explained how her research
began with the purpose of studying
America’s views on race during the 2008
presidential campaign.
Her investigations allowed her to
discover stories on race from her own
family that were kept from her for years.
This changed the course of her research
and led her to write her book “The Grace of
Silence: A Family Memoir.”
Norris shared these family stories with

•

gvsu.edu/adults • (616) 331-7180

Collegiate Staff

the public. She told the story of her father
who was shot in the leg by a white policeman. She told the story of her grandmother,
whom had to work as a representative of
the Aunt Jemima brand while dressed as
a slave. These stories, hidden by her older
relatives, allowed her family to “understand
where (they) came from.”
The audience also learned about Norris’
Race Card Project, which developed in
order to include America as a whole in the
conversation about race.
“I saw the possibility that maybe these
conversations about these difficult things
could be part of our wealth as a country as
well,” said Norris.
The Race Card Project consists in
participants sharing their thoughts on race
using only a six-word sentence. As the
project developed and more people were
involved on it “their discussion deepened,
and people would reveal a little bit more
about themselves,” said Norris.
Participants started to share the story
behind the six words they had chosen.
Norris used the sentence “I apologize to
Sue’s family” as one of the examples. This
was the story of a girl who found out that
Sue had been “given” to her grandmother to
work for her in South Carolina even after
slavery was over.
The project has expanded over time
and it involves participants from the United
States and 52 other countries.
During an interview prior to the lecture,
Norris shared her own six words, which
were, “Still more work to be done.” She
explained that the meaning behind the
sentence refers that society needs to keep
working “to move us forward and to find
ourselves as individuals and as a country.”
The audience responded positively to
Norris’ speech and ideas. During the question and answer session that followed
the speech, several members of the audience stood up to share their own six-word
sentence. The statements varied in their
meaning and background. Even those that
didn’t keep to six words were included.
Some of them were “I am a mixed kid, can
you tell?” “My family is a little different
now,” and even “I don’t know what to write.”
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STUDY AWAY PROGRAM OFFERS INTERNATIONAL LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES

CHRIS POWERS/WIKICOMMONS

COURTESY HILLERY HANEY

Boats along the shore of Essaouira, a fishing village on the Atlantic coast with a
16th-century Portugese fortress.

GRCC program
allows students
to experience
other cultures
abroad
By Jessica Langowski

Collegiate Staff

Learning away from home opens doors
and minds to the cultures, histories, and
civilizations that continue to go on around
the world. This spring, students have the
opportunity to experience such enlightenment for themselves by studying abroad.
Grand Rapids Community College and
the Department of Experiential Learning
bring together opportunities for GRCC
students to participate in two study abroad
experiences following winter semester. The
study away programs will include trips to
study abroad in Germany and Morocco for
two weeks.
“These opportunities are still focused on
your academic goals,” said Michael Schavey,
Associate Director of the Department of
Experiential Learning at GRCC.
Studying abroad in other countries can
be beneficial for students personally and
professionally. Participants get opportunities to see the world, experience different
cultures, improve language fluency and gain
cross cultural communication skills.
Participants in the Study Away program
will be enrolled in HU 219 Global Studies,
a three credit course. Students will take
classes on campus before and after the trip
to meet certain learning criteria and objectives. Students will be taught an in-depth,
eye-opening study of German and Moroccan
cultures, histories, and civilizations.
“The experiences are very romanced,”
Schavey said about the programs for
students traveling. “We’re an educational
institution. Students are going on these trips

to experience life in ways other cultures
and people do. All students have different
goals.”
Schavey wants students to understand
that they’re also going to be learning professionally and independently. “You are learning. There are learning objectives, but there
is also a chance to expose yourself to different walks of life,” said Schavey, summing up
the importance of the programs.

is around $2,809. The program fee includes
accommodations,
round-trip
airfare,
in-country transportation, and most meals.
According to Michael Schavey, students
who take or have taken GR 101 (German
101) are recommended for this trip. He also
noted that it’s not required for students
to know any of the languages to participate, but knowing the languages might
be resourceful and help students venture
easier.

Morocco Study Away

If beer country doesn’t suit you, perhaps
the Kingdom of Morocco in North Africa
does. Morocco is the home to the city of
Casablanca. Throughout the country, visitors will see the rugged, mountainous landscape, the Sahara, Essaouira Beach, large
portions of desert, and experience the timecaptured traditions of the Moroccan people.
Students interested in participating
Germany Study Away
Experience the journey to beer coun- will be led on the trip by Professor Hillery
try and take part in the cultural enrich- Haney, who has 24 years of experience
ment. Students in the German Study Away teaching French, and has led and facilitated
program will have a home-stay with German many years of trips at GRCC. The dominant
languages in Morocco
families while spending
are Berber and Arabic;
ten days in Stuttgart,
however, French is
Germany. The dates “We’re an educational
widely spoken throughfor this trip are May 27 institution. Students
out the country as well.
through June 8.
are going on these
On this trip, students
Stuttgart is the sixth
look at the Islamic
largest city in Germany
trips to experience life will
religion, architecture,
and spreads across a
and the French and
vast land of hills, vine- in ways other cultures
Arabic languages too.
yards,
valleys,
and
The dates of the trip
parks, where students and people do. All
are
May 18 through 30.
will be able to embrace a
students have
However, on campus
culture other than their
different goals.”
classes will be held
own. There’s an optional
May 12 to 16 before
three day stay in a hotel
and June 2 through
in Munich, Germany, for Michael Shavey
13 after the trip. The
interested participants Associate Director
overall cost of the
as well. Munich is home Dept. of Experiential Learning
trip to Morocco is
to BMW Headquarters,
the Nymphenburg Palace, the Munich approximately $3,600. Expenses covered
Hofgarten, and the Allianz Arena. Fourteen in the cost include tuition, lodging, airfare,
students are allowed to travel on the in-country transportation, and most meals.
trip, which will be led by Professor Aleta Participants going on the adventure
Anderson. There are around two to three will stay in various three and four star
accommodations.
seats left for this semester’s program.
The overall cost of the trip to Germany

Rules for Participation
In order to participate in these
programs, students must: be
over 18 years old, be in good
academic standing (2.0+
GPA), have a good Code of
Conduct Record, must have
health insurance, have no
outstanding fees owed to the
college, and have the financial means to participate.

Step 1:

Students interested in a Study
Away course should begin by
contacting Katherine Hughes
of the Counseling and Career Center. A meeting with
Katherine will help you determine how best to link your
Study Away experience to
your academic goals while
also being mindful of financial
planning.
The cost of the trip can be
covered through Financial
Aid; therefore, it’s strongly advised that interested students
also consult the Financial Aid
Office, Paul Doane in particular, to help determine options
of paying for these experiences.

Step 2:

Students must complete the
Study Away Student Intake
Form, which must be submitted electronically to Jose
Mora, ISIS Support, via OrgSync (orgsync.com/login).
The OrgSync account
includes:
• A background check will
be performed.
• They will review your
academic records.
• They will review your
Student Code of Conduct
records.

Step 3:

Once approved, submit the
$500 deposit and prepare for
your future payments. Students are not guaranteed
a spot on the trip until their
Student Intake Forms have
been processed and a nonrefundable deposit of $500
has been made.

COURTESY WIKICOMMONS

The Temple of Diana in the Munich Hofgarten. Students who participate in the
German Study Away program can opt to stay in Munich for three days.
CHRIS POWERS/WIKICOMMONS

Web: bit.ly/grccstudyaway
experientiallearning@grcc.edu
Phone: (616) 234-4262.
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IRISH ON IONIA TAKES OVER DOWNTOWN
bars, took a quick
nap, and came to get
a good spot in line.”
R a n d a z z o
laughed with the
people around him
as he shared his plan
to have an, “All day
marathon,” moving
from the event to
the surrounding bars
and back.
The event officially got underway at 7 a.m. but
had guests waiting
much earlier than
that to be a part of
the special “Kegs
and Eggs” breakEIRANN BETKA/COLLEGIATE STAFF fast at McFadden’s
Restaurant
and
Saloon.
This
McFadden’s filled as early as 7 a.m. beginning the festivities
included traditional
of the day with breakfast.
Irish hash, eggs,
biscuits, gravy, free
By Eirann Betka
souvenir mug, and, of course, beer for the
Collegiate Staff
first 300 ticketholders.
The barricaded venue was buzzing from
The streets of Grand Rapids were lined
with hundreds of green beings adorned in one end to the other with orange sweaters.
sparkly trinkets, shivering in the early morn- It seemed the early hours had no effect on
the hundreds of volunteers, security guards,
ing freeze.
No, this isn’t an Orson Welles produc- and event staff that tirelessly accomplished
tion. This was the scene downtown at 6 a.m. a spectacular event. Speckled across the
Saturday as eager participants, of Celtic streets and tents stood circles of crew
descent and otherwise, waited for what can members listening intently to an organizer
be boasted as the largest St. Patrick’s Day bellowing out last-minute instructions.
Not many area events can take pride
street party in Michigan: Irish on Ionia.
The crowd in line filled the empty city in the exponential growth as Irish on Ionia
streets with laugher and anticipation. Grand has seen in the last four years of existence.
Rapids resident Don Randazzo stood with Created and run by McFadden’s Restaurant
friends near the front of the line where they and Saloon, a Barfly Ventures business,
this celebration of St. Patrick’s Day has
had been for over two hours.
“We’ve been here since before 5 this become a much anticipated event in the
morning," Randazzo said. "We were at the greater Grand Rapids area and beyond. This

year, attendees were introduced to more
space, more vendors and more music with
the expansion of the venue. But like many
successful endeavors, Irish on Ionia has its
humble beginnings.
Shane Philipsen, event manager for
Barfly Ventures and a developer of Irish on
Ionia, described the first year as a scene a
fraction of the size of the estimated 20,000
attendees this year.
“We began in 2011 in a small parking
lot, and sold about 1,000 tickets,” recalled
Philipsen. It was an effort by Barfly to
bring something new to the city, and to
increase business at establishments owned
by the parent company. “By the next year,
we ordered 10,000 tickets. And in 2013, we
maxed out at 14,000.”
Shamrocks shook the city again this year,
and attendees had the opportunity to jig to
a tune beyond the Irish folk and rock music
the festival has traditionally highlighted. The
new expansion took on an extra block north
and east and featured more heated tents
and another stage introducing Electronic
Dance Music DJ’s, an addition that planners expected would attract a new crowd of
participants.
Philipsen sees the party as an opportunity to not only celebrate the holiday, but
to continue to celebrate local vendors and
restaurants.
“Our food program expanded to include
restaurants from around town,” Philipsen
said. “They will be vending on the street as
well.”
Irish on Ionia has plans to continue to
grow as an established festival, bringing
crowds to Grand Rapids to celebrate St.
Patrick’s Day for years to come. Philipsen
and Barfly Ventures won’t need the luck of
the Irish to keep this event flourishing.
“People are on board with what we
are doing,” he said. “Beer culture in Grand
Rapids is huge…beer is what we do.”

PSYCHOLOGY DEPARTMENT

Steven Pastyrnak lectures on stress, anxiety, and depression
By Jessica Langowski
Collegiate Staff

On
Wednesday
Grand
Rapids
Community College welcomed speaker Dr.
Steven Pastyrnak to Wisner-Bottrall Applied
Technology Center to give the presentation
“Stress can destroy a 66-ton bridge; Imagine
what it might do to you?[sic] Understanding
and managing stress” to GRCC students,
staff, and the general public.
Pastyrnak, the Division Chief and
Doctor of Pediatric Psychology at the Helen
DeVos Children’s Hospital, led the presentation and lectured on stress, anxiety, depression, and ways to learn to manage stress.
“Stress is one of the biggest issues for
college students and, well, everybody,”
Pastyrnak said in his opening. “Everybody
has a common link when it comes to stress.”
The presentation began with an overview on what stress is defined as: “a state
of mental tension and worries caused by
problems in your life, work, etc.” Stress
can affect what Pastyrnak referred to as
the four pillars of stress: the body, mind,
emotions, and behavior. If we don’t learn
how to cope and manage our stress, one
pillar will eventually lead to the other.
Everyone has stress. Commonly heavy
workload, long hours, family and friend
problems, financial problems, getting
married, having children, public speaking,
performance, and fear of negative evaluation, are the causes of everyday stress.
According to Pastyrnak, unrealistic expectations, change, lack of control, and uncertainty, or fear, are the perceptual causes of
stress. Lack of sleep, poor diet, sedentary
lifestyle, illness, shaking, trembling, muscle
aches, sweating, and cold or clammy hands,
are the usual physical manifestations of our
stress.
“Whether good or bad, stress can motivate positive change,” Pastyrnak said to the
audience. Bad stress is out of someone’s
control and leads to physical symptoms,
anxiety, and depression. Whereas good
stress can lead to improved efficiency,
creativity, productivity, and learning. Good
stress is referred to as “eustress”.
“I learned that stress is worldwide, no
matter what your age, ethnicity, or color.
Stress affects everybody,” said Lisa L.
Smith, GRCC student.

COURTESY PHOTO

Dr. Steven Pastyrnak spoke at the
Wisner-Bottral Applied Technology
Center about the toll stress takes on
students.
Next, Pastyrnak moved onto discussing how the body and mind internalizing
and externalizing behaviors based on stress
impacts us. Our minds go into “fight or flight”
mode, stress hormones (such as cortisol
and adrenaline) are released, directs blood
to the brain and major muscles, and we
become more vigilant and reactive.
Halfway through the presentation, he
discussed anxiety and its disorders, including general anxiety disorder, separation
anxiety, specific phobias, social phobias,
panic disorders, obsessive-compulsive
disorder, and posttraumatic stress disorder.
He also lectured on how common emotions
expressed during traumatic events are
anger, denial, grief, depression, and anxiety.
As he spoke about the many aspects that
encompass anxiety and its disorders, he
recounted past personal and professional
experiences he has had with patients to
reinforce the warning signs and the effects
that stress and anxiety can take form in
individuals.
The third part of his presentation
focused on depression. Pastyrnak used
recent research and statistics to discuss

depression, how you can see it in others,
and how you can help someone going
through depression. Depression can take
many forms, such as fatigue, pain, lack of
interest, appetite changes, sleeping problems, irritability, social isolation, and poor
concentration, to name a few.
“Depression is a medical illness,
not a character defect,” Pastyrnak said,
“Recovery is the rule, not the exception.”
When someone confides in you that
they’re depressed, Pastyrnak suggests you
acknowledge and validate the person’s feelings, because ignoring it will not make it go
away. Show empathy and compassion for
the person’s situation and feelings. Don’t
assume the person will just “get over it”.
To wrap up his presentation, Pastyrnak
guided the audience through some stress
management techniques. The techniques
are meant to help individuals center themselves and learn to manage their stress, so
they can live healthy, less chaotic lives. Life
is stressful enough. Learning to cope and
get over stress, anxiety, and depression is
a working practice that, if exercised often,
will hopefully help individuals overcome
the stress in their daily lives.
Some of the techniques he mentioned
and demonstrated are breathing (from
your diagram in and out through your
nose in slow deep breaths); muscle relaxation (tightening and untightening muscles
to physically release stress and tension);
“Jedi” mind tricks/thought restructuring (self-talk, affirmation, smiling in the
mirror); visualization; safe risks (going out
of your comfort zone and gaining confidence); and lifestyle changes.
“You all have the capacity to control your
thoughts and way of thinking. The more
control you have over your thoughts, the
less stressed you will feel,” said Pastyrnak.
“The organization and foundation of
the presentation was great. The thoroughness of the presentation was enough that I
understood it but not overwhelming,” said
Aric Gaunt, 18, GRCC student.
In closing, Pastyrnak said that there
are only two real options when it comes to
the stress that we each deal with on a daily
basis, “fix or accept the problem. Either
change the parameters to solve it, or change
your perception of the problem.”
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Health care
enrollments reach
4.2 million, but
young adults
remain elusive

COURTESY WIKICOMMONS

By Tony Pugh

McClatchy Washington Bureau
WASHINGTON — More than 4.2 million
people have signed up for coverage on the
nation’s health insurance marketplaces
through February, but low participation from
young adults and early technical problems
with the website have jeopardized the government’s goal of enrolling 6 million people by
March 31.
In the five-month period from October
through February, 2.6 million Americans
bought coverage through the federal
HealthCare.gov website, while 1.6 million
signed up through state-run insurance
exchanges.
Experts had predicted that enrollments
would increase as the six-month enrollment period neared its conclusion. But total
monthly signups fell from more than 1.1
million in January to 942,000 in February.
And the proportion of young adults ages
18 to 34 who bought coverage remained at
27 percent in January and February, far from
the 35 percent to 40 percent level that experts
suggest is needed to keep premium costs in
check next year.
This group of younger, typically healthy
plan members is cheaper to insure and would
offset the coverage costs for older plan
members who are generally sicker and more
costly to cover.
About 4.7 million people would have to
have been enrolled in coverage in February
in order to reach 6 million new enrollees by
March 31, according to a new analysis by
Avalere Health, a Washington consulting firm.
With just 4.2 million signups, that
500,000-customer shortfall will be tough to
overcome in just one month _ even with a
national enrollment drive that’s currently
underway.
“Right now, I think it’s a stretch to reach 6
million, but it’s not impossible,” said Caroline
Pearson, Avalere vice president. “The real
challenge is that so many of the folks who
enrolled in 2013 had previous coverage or
high health care needs, so they were motivated to enroll. They were engaged with the
health care system. Reaching young uninsured people is a lot harder. And I think that’s
what we’re seeing. So it’s going to take some
time.”
In a telephone press briefing, officials at
the Department of Health and Human Services
wouldn’t discuss their chances of hitting the 6
million mark, saying only that they expected
“millions” more people to enroll by the end of
March.
Nancy Delew, an HHS acting deputy
assistant secretary, said last month’s enrollment slowdown was because of the shorter
reporting period of just 28 days in February
compared with 31 in January.
Health and Human Services Secretary
Kathleen Sebelius was encouraged that
young adults accounted for one-third of
February enrollments. And even though more
than a million young adults have enrolled so
far, she said past enrollment patterns show
“that young adults tend to sign up later in the
process.”
“We expect that as Americans continue
to learn just how affordable coverage can be,
they’ll use the next three weeks to get signed
up and get covered,” Sebelius said.
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EDITORIAL
Slow down and enjoy your classes
In classes lately, there have been
a lot of people kind of… checked out.
They aren’t even getting distracted by
their phones, they’re just spacing out
on the table, an empty notebook, the
blank whiteboard. The teacher will walk
across the room and the student’s head in
front of me won’t even turn. The second
the teacher takes the slightest tone of
wrapping up the lecture, notebooks are
slammed shut, bookbags are zipped up
and everyone dons their coats, ready to
leave before the last sentence has ended.
Observing this, it has occurred
to me that people are enduring their
classes. These are classes that people
have chosen to take and they have paid
money to attend.
It’s understandable that not every
teacher meshes with every student’s
learning style. Maybe the class isn’t
what you thought it would be when you
signed up, but now you’re in too deep to
drop. Maybe the weather is starting to
warm up a bit and you just can’t get your
summer plans out of your head.
But that doesn’t change the fact that
you’re sitting in a class where someone
has been paid to teach you something.
Take advantage of it while you can.
Living in the moment doesn’t mean being
irresponsible, it means being mindfully
present of where you are right now, and
making the most of it.
Most of us will only spend a couple
short years in college, and then it’s into
the job market, where people aren’t paid
to care about your future. Your future
boss might not be as happy to answer
repeated questions as most teachers are.
Your future boss might not return your
work with gentle suggestions as to how
you might improve. Your future boss is
might seem like kind of a jerk, compared
to your teachers.
It’s often said that college is the

best part of a person’s life, but a lot of
students think it’s only what happens
outside of class that makes it the best.
Wasting away your time in class won’t
make those times any better, and what
happens in class can change your life,
too.
Classes are where you meet new
friends. Classes are where you learn
about your future career. Classes are
where you learn to grow into an adult (or
more of an adult, if you already are one).
If you tune out of lecture and remove
yourself mentally from class, you are
robbing yourself of those opportunities.
You’ve heard it a hundred times, ‘you
get what you put in.’ Nowhere is that
more true than college. It’s obvious if
you think about it. If you care enough
to ask questions, you’ll get answers. If
you take the time to read the book, you’ll
gain knowledge. Here in college, there
are programs that will let you try out all
sorts of new things, and gain a greater
depth of knowledge in whatever catches
your eye.
We only have six weeks of class
left. Challenge yourself to make the last
fourth of this academic year the most
meaningful six weeks they can be, rather
than letting this school year end with a
whimper of indifference.

By Chris Powers & Teagan Burns

Chronically single: One writer’s
take on its bittersweet irony
there’s something about having a reassuring
hand on your shoulder or the light weight of
a well-meaning kiss on your lips. It’s someCollegiate Staff
thing we all crave, right? Human companionship: the missing piece to our puzzle.
Why do we feel so incomplete when
Lately talks with my mother on the
phone have been filled with questions. we’re alone? I’ll confess—most of the time I
“So, have you met anyone yet? Are there am perfectly happy to be single. I relish the
any special guys in your life?” Usually this freedom of personal space, and take pride
is accompanied by a loud, exhaustive sigh in the fact that I can casually flirt with the
cashier at Starbucks, then two hours later,
from me followed by, “No, mom.”
I get it—after watching all five of my make googly eyes at a stranger walking in
older siblings find love and procreate by the the hallway and feel no guilt. It is an autonotender age of 21, she has become concerned mous right all of its own, and I refuse to let
that I might never have the opportune it go without a struggle.
There’s no doubt about it, I wouldn’t
fortune they’ve lived through. I can almost
feel her checking off the days on her calen- trade this time for anything. I am growing
dar as it inches closer and closer to the “big and learning at a faster pace than I might be
if I was perpetually distracted by someone
birthday” for me: 25.
else. Indeed, the period
For goodness’ sake,
of my most growth
she likes to remind
The bittersweet
during my longest relame, that’s a quarter
tionship of three years
of a century old. I’m between my teeth
was immediately after
nearly convinced she’s
Trying to fight the init ended.
mentally
preparing
Yet deep down,
herself to accept that I
between
loneliness remains. Are
might never be married
Fall back in love
we simply built to love
nor have children in
and be loved? Must we
my lifetime, a fear that,
eventually
always find someone
turned real, might lead
Yeah, yeah, yeah, yeah to settle down with in
both of my parents to a
order to make our lives
mental breakdown. Her
complete? And what
worry is palpable and Young Blood
if we never do—does
strong.
The Naked and Famous
that suddenly make our
Sometimes I find
lives less meaningful or
myself wondering why
it has to matter. There are people starving, happy? Do you have to get married or find a
after all; the matter of my love life (or lack “forever” partner in order to feel complete?
Speaking of the universe, there is an old
thereof) is hardly top priority. Moreover, the
planets are hurtling through space at a rate theory that likes to go around. It’s rumored
faster than we can perceive and some theo- to have started with ancient Chinese philosrize that the whole thing might up and end ophy. With a bit of creative license, it goes
itself at any second. (For more information, like this: what you are content with one day,
Google search anything related to “universe you will curse and despise the next. This
collapse,” and try not to get freaked out. theory is called the duality of nature, otherBreathe calmly, that’s it. Slowly in, slowly wise known as yin-yang.
There are pros and cons to everything in
out.)
Yet to say that companionship doesn’t life, just as I know there are pros and cons
matter to me (or, for that matter, my to being in a relationship or being single.
overly concerned mother) would be a lie. You cannot have a give without a take.
And that’s the way life goes.
Sometimes it does.
Maybe the two-and-a-half years of
waking up alone are getting to me, but

By Rachael Ocampo

A college students apprach to
journalism in Grand Rapids
By Shelby Corliss
A&E Editor
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As a student studying journalism in the
city of Grand Rapids, I am continuously
learning and growing, not only as a person,
but as a writer. I was raised in a farm town,
a city with a single stoplight. I knew everyone, young and old, and I knew their stories.
Although I wouldn’t change where and the
way I grew up, the big city has definitely
given me so many more opportunities.
Taking on responsibility as Art &
Entertainment Editor at The Collegiate has
given me the chance to use my talents and
pursue my passion. It has also helped me to
realize my strengths and weaknesses as a
journalist.
I have been able to report big news
stories, act as a leader to a group, practice
communication with co-workers, build relationships and learn how to network with
people, all of which helps me gain knowledge beneficial in the real world.
The adventure and beauty of Grand
Rapids has also made being a journalist an
exciting experience. This year has been full
of opportunity and has given me the chance
to do things I never even imagined.
I have been able to attend cool events,
conduct interviews, and write published
articles. Through this experience, I’ve been
able to widen my horizons and become
more diverse.
Most recently, I was able to cover
LaughFest and I even snagged an interview
with actor and comedian, Chris Tucker.
Every single opportunity to report, write
and edit, good or bad, has been an experience to learn from.
When it comes to journalism, it makes

me happy knowing that I’m not only doing
something I enjoy, but that I’m helping
others in the process. That’s what really
drove me down this career path. It’s a job
field that will change, but never end, and a
field that has its quirks, but never gets old.
I am very much a people person and I
like to think that I can be outgoing and
friendly, so reaching out and interviewing
comes naturally to me. During ArtPrize
2013, I had the privilege to interview many
unique artists and speak to them about their
artwork in the competition. There wasn’t a
script or a set of questions to be asked. I just
talked and conversations flowed.
In addition to interviewing people, I
also get to write about a variety of topics,
always leaving room for something new. Of
the stories I’ve written, I’d have to say that
covering entertainment has been my favorite. I feel lucky to be able to do two things
that I enjoy and potentially turn them into
a career.
Even though journalism can be tough
and stressful at times, at the end of the day,
it is definitely rewarding.
College is all about finding out who you
are and making a career for yourself. In
whatever career you choose, I encourage
you to use your talents and be passionate
about it. If you’re considering journalism,
go for it. Try it, whether that means taking
a class, writing a blog, interning for a news
source, or otherwise.
There really is no better way to know if
something is for you than to jump right in. If
journalism isn’t your cup of tea, find something that is and pursue it.
If you realize something isn’t for you,
what’s the worst that can happen? You gain
life experience and knowledge of something new either way.
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A student abroad looks home
to Venezuela
By Carla Villasana-Acosta
Collegiate Staff

“Venezuela has more to offer than mere
political turmoil.” That was a phrase I used
the first time I wrote about my country for
The Collegiate. However, turmoil has been
in the headlines for the past month.
Since February, countless protests
have been going on in Venezuela. The
government’s incompetence has gone out
of control and citizens have taken to the
streets to defend their rights.
The administration’s “best” response to
these issues was to order the police and
the National Guard to attack the people
they were supposed to protect. Human
rights violations continue to increase as
the conflict develops. The national media is
cowardly self-censored, and international
news agencies have also been attacked or
show no interest at all. Many protesters
have been imprisoned, beaten, tortured,
and killed, yet the fight against oppression
continues. A fight led by college students,
like you and me.
If it helps putting things in perspective, imagine for a few moments that you
are living in a foreign country of your
choice. Suddenly, you find yourself checking Twitter and Facebook even more than
usual. You see photos and video footage
of downtown Grand Rapids filled with
protesters. A photo shows Fulton Street
blocked with barricades placed by the civilians. In another you can see the Van Andel
Arena’s glass entrance has been completely
shattered and burned cars surround it. A
video you open displays the Grand Rapids
Community College campus, where a group
of people are trying to run away from a
shooting; some get caught and beaten by
policemen; a person falls to the ground, an
unfortunate victim of one of the countless
shots.
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All this violence takes place in the areas
you were so used to seeing every day, where
you spent so many good years of your life.
You are constantly in touch with your
family and friends to make sure they are
okay. However, each time you are about to
open a new photo, video, or article, you are
afraid that this time you are going to recognize a face in it. Despite all this, life goes
on wherever you are, and you must do the
same while a part of you tries to cope with
the fear.
If at this point you think I might be exaggerating with that scenario, I honestly wish
I were. But that has been my experience as
a long distance witness. The place where
I’ve grown up has fallen apart as a product of the merciless ambition that drives
its leaders. A totalitarian government was
raised 15 years ago, and their only contributions have been a destroyed economy, poor
social services, and dreadful safety.
For that reason, people have come
together to put an end to all the years of
abuses and injustices. The fight for freedom
and rights, however, has never been and
will never be easy. As I mentioned earlier,
college students stood up and began this
movement that is attempting to save the
country. Many have joined them in this
fight, trying to assure a stable future for
themselves and generations to come. This
can be seen as an example of the important
role the youth can play in a nation’s development and freedom. Its protection is in
their own hands.
I do not pretend to give an extensive
historical background or analysis on the
protests. I only write in the position of a
person whose homeland, family, and friends
are in the midst of turmoil while she’s miles
away. Was there a reasonable excuse for
leaving? Maybe there was, or maybe there
wasn’t. But I do hope that those who are
fighting reach their goal and Venezuela can
experience a better and prosperous future…
I also wish I had shared their bravery.

Do you like the idea of GRCC asking its students
how they feel about the climate on campus?
Ashley Dekorte, 19, 1st year
I think it’s a really good idea. I mean,
even if it’s criticism, it can always be
taken and used in a constructive way.
I think it’s an important part of building something that needs to be… if it
needs to be improved, to improve on
that, and to just make something the
best it can be. So really it is a good
idea.

Bruce Cancler, 21, 1st year
It sounds like a good idea to get feedback from students about how they
feel about the college. So far my experience has been great. The teachers
are really understanding of personal
lives and everything else going on in
student’s lives—different backgrounds
and things, they really understand that.

How do you feel about the climate on campus in
general?
Corey Zimmerman, 19, 1st year
Yeah, I made some friends on campus.
I like it here. It’s like a small campus, so
it’s easy to get around. Would I rather
be at a—well, I guess I kind of made
the wrong decision in coming here,
but it was based on a bunch of other
factors. But yeah, I guess I overall like
it here. I’m half Asian, and nobody’s
racist… except him… (points to friend)
… but yeah, I like it here.

Ezra Sprik, 19, 1st year
I’d say generally it’s pretty fun. Like,
it’s been good. This is my first year
here. But a lot of the time, I wouldn’t
say people are outgoing or friendly.
They’re just reserved because I guess
it’s probably intimidating, and everyone’s kind of… here. But it’s been
good. I met some people. It’s been
nice.

Compiled by Rachael Ocampo
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JIM GAFFIGAN KICKS OFF LAUGHFEST
GRCC welcomes
Gaffigan to
Ford Fieldhouse
By Sarah Davis

Photo Editor
Jim Gaffigan on stage at the Ford
Fieldhouse
Comedian Jim Gaffigan performed
before a sold-out Laughfest crowd at
Grand Rapids Community College’s Ford
Fieldhouse the evening of March 7.
He delighted the audience with new
material and his iconic “Hot Pocket” spiel,
which was met with cheers. His voice fluctuations and impersonations kept the crowd
roaring throughout the performance.
The topic of aging was a strong theme
throughout Gaffigan’s performance. Eating
healthy to reach a ripe old age is not on the
top of his to-do list.
“I don’t want to brag but I’m preparing

for a big role… A cinnamon roll,” Gaffigan
said.
Fruits and vegetables have lost their
appeal as well to Gaffigan.
“Recently I saw an apple and for a
moment I didn’t recognize it,” he said.
“What is that, an apple? It’s just so weird to
see it not in a pie.”
Gaffigan reflected on how its easier to
be a man. He observed the routines women
have to go through from cutting and coloring their hair to applying lotions, and wearing makeup.
“All men have to do is not have a mullet,”
he said.
He is even appalled that women have to
wear an extra piece of clothing.
“I think women should not wear bras
and then jog by my apartment, because I’m
a feminist.”
According to Gaffigan people are like
cats. “Cats are self-cleaning, grumpy, and
finicky eaters.”
We wish we were like dogs, because they
are always in a good mood. He imagines a
dog’s internal dialogue, “What is that throw

up? I’ll eat it. I’m just happy to be here.”
Gaffigan said he was glad to be in Grand
Rapids and trying to figure out if he should
go to Yesterdog and speculated about their
popularity. “They are famous because their
dogs are a day old.”
Gaffigan mentioned the time he spent in
the South and his experience with southern
food.
“The South will never rise again because
they don’t have the energy,” he said.”
Because most of their diet includes papiermâché.”
He is also baffled by how the South
combines food for meals, such as chicken
and waffles. He impersonated a Southern
cook, saying, “What should we serve with
chicken? How about french fries? No.
Something elegant… waffles.”
Apparently Gaffigan is not a fan of
seafood either. He relates lobster and shellfish as creepy crawling sea bugs. Gaffigan
raises the question, “What is the difference
between a lobster and a giant sea scorpion?”
And he imagines God’s reaction to
humans consuming crabs.

“God is up there saying, ‘What am I going
to do to get them to stop eating crabs? I put
a shell on it and put it on the bottom of the
ocean. I even named it after a disease.’”
Gaffigan doesn’t like anchovies either.
He asked, “What is the difference between
an anchovy and a sweaty eyebrow?
Whenever I see one I think some attacked
Tom Selleck.”
What Gaffigan does love is Kobe Beef.
The secret to this delicacy is that the cow is
fed beer and massaged with saki. “I want to
be Kobe Beef,” said Gaffigan.
Its not surprising the Ford Fieldhouse
was sold out. Gaffigan’s routine is always
a crowd pleaser and Friday’s performance
was for a good cause. Laughfest is hosted by
Gilda’s Club. The laughter these shows offer
can be healing, and the funds they provide
go to support Gilda’s Club, an organization
dedicated to “support children, adults, families, and friends as they find their smile and
laughter in the midst of a cancer or grief
journey.”
For more information about Laughfest
or Gilda’s Club head to laughfestgr.org.

30 Rock’s Judah Friedlander announces candidacy for President
By Sean P. Mulhall
Collegiate Staff

Judah Friedlander performed a raunchy
set of stand-up comedy at McFadden’s March
7. The self-proclaimed World Champion and
extra dark black belt in Karate delivered his
Laughfest act in his trademarked laid back
style, getting many in the audience involved
in the process.
Arriving in Grand Rapids from Korea
in less than six hours, Friedlander claimed
that he did not fly over but instead parkoured his way here, because instead of leaving carbon footprints, he chooses to leave
actual footprints.
“I love Grand Rapids,” he said. “I’ve been
here for six hours, and I’ve already been to
Bobarino’s eight times. Great burritos.”
Friedlander started his set off by deciding which audience member was the best
clapper, then found the one with the best
SEAN P. MULHALL/COLLEGIATE STAFF

posture. When asked about his boss and
co-star on “30 Rock,” Tina Fey, Friedlander
responded by saying, “She’s OK. I’ve had
better.”
He then proceeded to make outrageous
claims that seemed almost believable.
According to Friedlander, the Laughfest
logo was his design, he is the illegitimate
son of Pele and Rambo and he was banned
from baseball for being “too good.” In his
first at-bat in the big leagues he hit a homerun from Shea stadium in his hometown of
Queens, all the way to the upper deck, of
Yankee stadium in the Bronx. It was the first
ever stadium to stadium homerun in the
history of the game.
“It was so awesome. The umpire let
everybody run the bases,” he said. “Even
the batboy took a couple of laps, the hotdog
guy and the peanut vendor. I scored 140
runs on one swing of the bat.”
About halfway through his set he

announced that the only way to get America
back on track is for him to run for president. Friedlander stressed the fact that he
will be standing for President, not running,
because that would make him look weak.
Not a Republican or Democrat, Friedlander
made up his own party on the spot. The
Party party, which will be all about partying.
With a platform ranging from legalization of all drugs to the unblurring of
Japanese porn, Friedlander seemed to have
gathered many supporters amongst the
rowdy McFadden’s crowd.
At the end of his first set, so many people
stayed after to get autographs and buy
copies of his book, that the second show
started late. Security had to start asking
people to leave because there were so many
people impressed with the comedian’s wit
and they all wanted an autograph or picture
with the Friedlander.
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FUNderwear 5K races through GRCC Chris Tucker

closes down
LaughFest at
GRCC

By Jason Babcock
Collegiate Staff

SARAH DAVIS/PHOTO EDITOR

With their underwear worn as outerwear, FUNderwear runners reach for a high five as they cross the finish line.

SARAH DAVIS/PHOTO EDITOR

Sarah Laycock and Monica Stevens
after the race.

By Lauren Winther
Collegiate Staff

More than 200 participants gathered near
the Ford Fieldhouse on Sunday for the first
ever LaughFest 5K, sporting more than just
their athletic wear.
Runners and even a few dogs made their
way through the streets of downtown Grand
Rapids dressed in their finest undergarments.
“LaughFest is all about laughter for the
health of it,” Wendy Wigger, President of
LaughFest, said. “We wanted to give people a
variety of different ways to have a seriously

good time and we thought, what better way
than to run around in your underwear in the
middle of March.”
Among the runners was participant
Jennifer Lachniet, 41, of Cedar Springs who
has also volunteered for LaughFest. She was
very excited to run in her underwear as well
as help out.
“I don’t run all the time, but I do love ...
charity runs and helping out,” Lachniet said.
“Where else can you actually wear your
underwear in public
without getting in
trouble?”
Another pair of
runners consisted
of David Dyer, 45,
and Steve Rogers,
43, who are both
performing during
LaughFest events.
“We’re
actually both comedians taking part in
LaughFest,”
said
Dyer. “We knew about it and decided to
come out.”
Aside from comedians and volunteers
participating, 18 of GRCC’s very own faculty
members dressed up and took part in the
run.
Adjunct professor Monica Stevens was
among the faculty runners and she was
thrilled to be supporting Gilda’s Club.
“We came out to support cancer research,
Gilda’s Club, and be a part of LaughFest,”

Stevens said.
Also participating was College Success
Coach, Sarah Laycock, who described the
event as a staff bonding experience.
“It was a great opportunity to get together
with our faculty and staff members at the
college,” Laycock said.
After the race, runners were welcomed
back into the warmth of the Ford Fieldhouse
to participate in contests, including best
dressed which went to the FUNder Women,
a duo team dressed
in all red except
their black boxers
and black superhero masks.
Following the
run, everyone who
donated was given
recognition as well.
The GRCC staff
alone raised $2,304
which was more
than half the total,
over $4,000.
The GRCC staff was able to utilize the
campus email and some individually went
out and raised money.
According to Fred van Hartesveldt, president of the Faculty Association, the GRCC
staff won a prize for all of their hard work
raising donations.
“We won a certificate to Gazelle Sports,
where we might turn around and auction
that and donate that money as well,” said
Hartesveldt.

For full LaughFest
coverage, visit
thecollegiatelive.com

A full crowd came out to the Ford
Fieldhouse at Grand Rapids Community
College Friday night to see comedian
and actor Chris Tucker, best known for
the “Rush Hour” movies. Throughout his
routine, Tucker covered a broad range of
topics, some of which included celebrities,
his family and even his recent tax troubles.
Tucker opened the night telling the
audience how good it was to be in Grand
Rapids, “It is good to be here...It is cold
as hell though. I saw a deer wearing a
sweater... It’s so cold the birds don’t even
fly up here. I see the birds walking.”
He shared some of his observations
from the Super Bowl saying, “Peyton
Manning has got a big head, he got a big
forehead; so big he doesn’t have dreams, he
has movies! That’s why he’s so smart, he’s
got two brains.” the audience roared with
laughter.
Tucker shared stories of interactions he
has had with other celebrities. “Prince is
another level celebrity. I tried to talk to him
once and he called security on me!”
He also talked about the late Michael
Jackson, whom he was good friends with.
“Michael renamed me once, without even telling me. He started calling me
Christmas. He would say, ‘Hey Christmas’.
I asked him who he was talking to... ‘I’m
talking to you Chris, your name reminds me
of Christmas.’ I thought about it for a bit.
Christmas Tucker.”
He thanked the audience for supporting
him in his movies and commented on his
“Rush Hour” co-star saying, “Jackie Chan
gets on my nerves sometimes, he likes to
call me collect from Hong Kong. I tell him,
who’s going to pay for this...don’t call me
until you get to L.A”
He also talked about the possibility of
“Rush Hour 4” saying, “You all wanna see

See Tucker, page 12
Read A&E Editor Shelby Corliss’
interview with Chris Tucker online at
bit.ly/christuckergrcc
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Jay Leno performs at LaughFest for signature event
By Jacquelyn Zeman
News Editor
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Comedian Jay Leno performed for
LaughFest crowd at DeVos Place March 12.
Leno, who has been on television as
a late night talk show host and comedian
since 1992, retired recently from his popular show “The Tonight Show with Jay Leno”
in February. The Grand Rapids crowd was
absolutely thrilled to see him.
When Leno walked out on to the stage,
the announcer said, “Lets give a big furniture city… or better yet, a warm beer city
welcome to Jay Leno!”
Leno opened his act with talking about
how Americans are reacting to the overall
obesity rate in the country.
“Disneyland closed the ride “It’s a Small
World” to make the seats bigger…it is no
longer a small world!” Leno said.
Leno talked about how Americans
constantly need more food. “There is an app
that tells you whenever you are low on something in your fridge…do we really need this?”
Leno is a huge fan of cars. In his spare
time, he enjoys working on his collection of
classic cars and motorcycles.

“Have you seen the smart car? What a
cereal box that is. I was driving one the other
day. And I thought I hit a wall. It was the
curb!”
He also took shots at current politicians.
“Hillary Clinton was given a very prestigious
award by the Elton John Foundation. She
was voted the future president most likely to
look like Elton John.”
Leno is very opinionated about cats and
dogs, and how women gravitate towards
cats, and men gravitate towards dogs.
“Men like having dogs because it is not
manly to go out and look for the cat…have
you ever looked for a cat at night? You look
like some sort of pedophile. You are looking
in people’s bushes and you always make the
stupidest noises. ‘Smooch smooth come here
little kitty’.”
Leno went around and asked some
members of the audience what they do for
a living. “What do you do sir? ...you make
sunscreen?! Well you picked the right city
for that! What have you sold, 12 bottles this
year?”
As he wrapped up his program, by
saying “I only met Gilda a couple of times.
She auditioned for SNL. She got it…I didn’t

obviously.”
At the end of the program, Leno said
he was donating $10,000 to Gilda’s Club to
receive some “cheap applause.” The event
raised $70,000 total.
Although Leno is retired from “The the
Tonight Show,” he continues to perform in
front of live audiences and regularly makes
appearances on college campuses around
the United States, and in other venues.
Leno has two New York Times bestselling children’s books, “How To Be The
Funniest Kid In the Whole Wide World (Or
Just In Your Class)” and “If Roast Beef Could
Fly,” as well as several other comedy related
books.
Leno was born in New Rochelle, N.Y., and
raised in Andover, Massachusetts. He lives
with his wife Mavis Leno in Los Angeles.
The signature event is the largest fundraising event during LaughFest each year.
All LaughFest proceeds go towards the free
cancer, grief, and emotional health support
programs offered through Gilda’s Club
Grand Rapids.
Sarah Davis contributed to this article.
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Maria Bamford brings the laughs PROFILE
Theater student Kendra Jones
to a sold-out Wealthy Theatre
jumps into directing
she gave us a shoulder-based hug! Does
she even give a ****?”
The audience then
roared in laughter.
When
dealing
with her extended
family,
Bamford
often runs into trouble. “I need to find a
way to show people
I love them, despite
all my words and
actions.”
B a m f o r d
explained how she
is a helpful person.
“Just
recently
I
started
mentoring
kids in my neighborhood, but I haven’t
told any of their
parents”.
She offers to tell
children jokes and
life lessons. “A white
lady walks into a bar.
The bartender says
‘Sorry, but we don’t
allow white ladies in
this bar’.” “Well that’s
never
happened!”
said Bamford, impersonating
a
rich
woman.
“I
don’t
get
ERICA HOROKY/COLLEGIATE STAFF
it,” said Maria (in a
Stand-up comedian and voice actor Maria Bamford is also
child’s voice)
known for her role on “Arrested Development” as Debrie
“Me
neither…”
Bardeaux.
said Bamford, in a
sad tone.
Many of her jokes involved her mother
By Ray Potts
and father, which she describes as relationCollegiate Staff
ship “a piece of gristle that’s gnawed and
The moment Maria Bamford took the chewed up, but never breaking.” She loves
stage March 8 before a sold-out crowd at her parents very much, but describes their
Wealthy Theatre, she grabbed the micro- love as ‘Joy Whack-a-mole’; where you bring
phone and started to do a low echoing voice, up something you feel happy about, but they
impersonating the crowd while staring just have to smack it down.
“Maria, that’s a nice top you got on,” she
nervously at everyone. Right then, the audience knew the strange world of comedy they said, impersonating her father. “Well thanks
Dad, it only cost $5, can you believe that?
were about to enter into.
“I’m not religious, but I believe in God. How do they do it?” Bamford said in her own
But I think God is a 13-story wizard who voice.
She then get’s into the grumpy voice of
lives in a dark cave and never lets me win,”
yelled Bamford, shaking her fist in the sky her dad, “Yeah I was reading about that; it’s
then awkwardly looking at her shoes, as the called slavery. They don’t pay them, then
they passed the savings on to you.”
audience burst into laughter.
Nothing is off topic, even bipolar disorHer comedic style is alternative, surreal
and awkward. Her acts are usually not der, which Maria has been diagnosed with.
“I’m confused with being schizophrenic,
presented in the standard “joke/punchline”
routine, but rather stories and conversations which clearly isn’t my mental illness. I’m bipoinvolving multiple characters. She also has a lar too, which apparently is the new gladiator
sandal,” she said, in a chipper upbeat voice.
lot of voices at her disposal.
“Oh that’s just Maria, she’s really sweet. “Schizophrenia is hearing multiple voices,
We don’t know what her deal is but when she bipolar is doing multiple voices.”
At the end of the performance, Bamford
comes in here we give her a bowl of crumbs
from the bakery,” Bamford said in the smug even offered a bit of advice to the audience.
“If you stay alive for no reason at all,
yuppie voice of her local barista. “Pardon
me, but can I have my crumbs in a pile? More please do it for spite”.
The crowd appeared to love her perforsurface area means more flavor,” she said,
switching back to her own voice while star- mance and gave her a standing ovation when
her act ended.
ing wide-eyed at the crowd.
Maria Bamford was part of LaughFest,
She seemed very comfortable on stage,
even if she thinks the audience is uncomfort- hosted by Gilda’s Club, an organization that
“supports children, adults, families, and
able with her.
“What is this, a speech?” Maria said, friends as they find their smile and laughter
impersonating the audience. “After the show in the midst of a cancer or grief journey.”

By Teresa Russo
Collegiate Staff

Upbeat and outgoing 22-year-old Grand
Rapids Community College theater student,
Kendra Jones has a passion for acting.
She appears on and off the stage, striving
to participate in all aspects of the theater.
Whether it be behind the scenes building
the set, on stage as the lead role, or even in
charge as the assistant director, Jones likes
to be part of it all.
Jones participated in a play called
“Jump Cut” here at GRCC, put on by Actor’s
Theatre where Jones played Karen. Jones
describes her character as, “A very intelligent grad student who is under a lot of pressure herself, working on a very big paper.”
To prepare for this role Jones mentions
that she, “had to research a lot of stuff she
mentions in the play.” Jones would describe
“Jump Cut” as, “A drama with some humor
added to it, a little darker, you see all sides
of depression, this is something I’ve never
done before, very eye opening.”
The character Paul, Karen’s boyfriend,
was played by Henry Markussen. The odd
thing about this cast is that there are only
three members, making it far more interesting to watch the characters develop.
Jones and Markussen continue to be
cast as lead roles opposite each other in
many different plays here at GRCC. Being
friends on and off the stage has given them
a chance to grow with their characters in
a more personal way than two strangers
meeting for the first time.
“Getting comfortable onstage with your
cast is half the battle towards a great show,
so being half way there gives this cast an
extra advantage,” Jones said.
Jump Cut was performed in what is
referred to as the “Black Box” in the theater
world. A stage where your audience is literally inches away from you, there are no
bright lights or red curtains. Just a room
painted black with four walls, and a few
rows of chairs facing you. This was Kendra’s
first time performing in the Black Box, with
the audience so up close and personal.
The cast rehearsed a lot of “breaking the
fourth wall”, also known as “the invisible
wall between the audience and the stage.”
One might think that being so close to the
audience would put more pressure on the
actors, but Jones and the rest of the cast
made sure they had a lot of practice.
“A lot of “out” (talking to the audience
during the play) helps reassure you that
you know the audience is there, but not so
much make you feel nervous about it, plus
the show is so intimate itself it really works
with the play itself to have the audience so
close and intimate,” said Jones.
Jones has been involved in plays since
she was in high school, but her main inspiration came from watching “Cirque De
Sole” with her grandmother when she was
younger. She was intrigued with,“the way
they could perform for someone else and be

COURTESY KENDRA JONES/ZACH SUTTON PHOTOGRAPHY

“Jump Cut” star and occasional
director Kendra Jones.
someone else,” recalls Jones.
Immediately loving the spotlight, theater
allowed her to “entertain people in a lot of
different forms and levels,” Jones said.
Whether it be the ones behind the scenes
making the entire show possible or the ones
actually on stage performing, each one is
contributing to part of a team, and she loves
to play a part in each. It doesnt matter what
aspect of the play she is involved in.
“As long as the audience is able to go
home at the end of the night and have a
meaningful conversation about the play,”
Jones said.
Some plays invoke thought provoking
conversations, and “each person is going to
have a different view on how the play ends,
as long as they get people talking thats
always a bonus,” Jones said.
One of her most enjoyable aspects of
theater would be directing, but Jones has
done backstage work all the way to assistant
directing. She has assistant directed several
plays, and has taken directing classes here
at GRCC. One of her biggest supporters, her
professor,Tom Kaechele, asked her to be his
assistant director for “See How They Run”
at Grand Rapids Circle Theatre, her very
first experience with directing. She recalls
that, “He saw something in me that I didn’t
see in myself at the time.”
Jones would love to continue her directing career someday, or if anything just be a
part of the theater community.
Jones has already completed her
Associates in the Arts here at GRCC, but is
still very involved in the theater classes at
GRCC. Jones is not sure what the future has
in store for her, but she is open to all possibilities, hoping to end up in a big city like
Los Angeles or New York City. Either way
she hopes to end up transferring to another
college, hoping to learn more about both
acting and directing.

Tucker
Continued from page 11
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Maria Bamford has voiced characters in a multitude of shows including “Hey
Arnold!” and “Adventure Time.”

another “Rush Hour”? You can call Warner
Brothers. I call them every day. I could use
another twenty-five million.”
He also poked fun at his recent tax problems.
“My tax person went and paid her taxes,
but didn’t pay mine! Can you believe that? I
asked her why she did that, and she said, “I
forgot”.”
He went on further about money, saying,
“When I was young everyone was telling me
to save my money, save it for a rainy day. I
told them it’s raining today, so I’m going to
buy a Ferrari!”
“I was spending so much money, I
bought two houses right next door to each
other. I was my own next door neighbor. I
borrowed stuff from myself,” said Tucker.
Then he started having a conversation with
himself , “You got some sugar I can borrow?”
Tucker moved his head to the other side
saying back, “Oh, you know I got some!”

Tucker also joked about his family. “As
soon as they heard I got twenty million
a movie, they all quit their jobs. They
were running around yelling, we’re rich.
Crazy...I’m the rich one. Not them!”
He shared some of his family reunion
experiences as well.
“Whenever I see anyone there it’s always
about money with me. As soon as they see
me. I saw my Uncle John and went up to
him, and asked ‘How you doing?’”
Tucker then started up a different voice,
one that was quivering and low, “Thing’s
ain’t so good Chris. The Lord must be speaking to you Chris. I don’t know how you do
it. Things ain’t so good. I don’t know how
I’m going to pay these bills Chris. (Tucker
then brought his voice back to normal) Well
Uncle John I don’t know how you’re going
to either! Crazy, I just asked you how you’re
doing! Everything leads back to money!”
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By Kim Adams
Collegiate Staff

Spring Fashion Trends
For Him
As soon as the temperatures
begin to rise, it’s only a matter of time
until the first guy-wearing-basketballshorts sighting happens on campus.
To avoid being “that guy,” incorporate some of these spring trends
into your wardrobe. Then, instead
of being the crazy weather-confused
guy, you’ll easily be one of the best
dressed guys on campus.
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For Her
Even though this winter is dragging on for what seems like forever, it’s
important to remember that spring is
right around the corner! It will only be
a matter of weeks until you’re eating
lunch outside in shorts and a light
jacket. Keeping this in mind, there
are many fun trends to try out for the
upcoming season. Here are five of my
personal favorites.

Business Casual

Mixing Prints

This trend is definitely one of my favorites.
Very few things beat seeing a well dressed guy
in a blazer and jeans. If you’re uncomfortable
wearing a blazer to class or just don’t have the
extra cash laying around to splurge on one
right now, try pairing a nice dress shirt with
your favorite dark wash jeans. It exudes class
and will have you breaking hearts in no time.
Dress shirts can be bought for around $30 at
places like JC Penney or Kohl’s. Express is
also a great option, as they often have sales
and coupons available.

This trend is possibly the most difficult, but it allows for a lot of creativity and
fun. Layering two different printed tops is
an easy way to wear this trend. If you’re
not confident about your print mixing, try
printed shoes with a printed top. Add plain
black pants or jeans to break it up. For cute
and affordable printed items, check out Old
Navy and Forever 21.

Prints
Prints are a huge trend for this spring.
Specifically, stripes are everywhere in
stores right now. Pairing a printed sweater
with a collared shirt underneath looks very
put together. Also just wearing a printed
sweater with a pair of jeans is easy and also
on trend. If you’re looking for an investment piece, try J Crew. For a great budgetfriendly option, try Old Navy.

Vintage-Inspired
Tennis Shoes

Statement Necklaces
Adding a statement necklace can
completely change an outfit. Pairing a statement necklace with a collared top is an
easy way to look very put together quickly.
If you’re looking for a more expensive piece
to wear with every outfit, check out J Crew.
For more affordable options, check out
stores like Charlotte Russe and Francesca’s.
Local boutiques often have unique statement necklaces as well.

Monograms
Jay Gatsby rocked the monogram, and
now you can too! Monograms have been
a huge trend in the South for years, and
now they’re making their way to Michigan.
If you’re ordering a monogram, know that
the monogram order is first name, last
name, middle name (For example, Sally Lee
Smith’s monogram would be SSL). Get cute
monogrammed items online from websites
such as MarleyLilly.com and Etsy.com.

If you have any vintage tennis shoes
laying around (think late 80’s to 90’s),
now is the time to whip them out. Many
spring catalogs display men rocking
vintage Nike and New Balance shoes.
And who could blame them? They give
off an effortless feel while still being fun
and trendy.

Duck Boots
Made famous by L.L. Bean, duck boots are
sure to be a hit for this spring. Duck boots
are popping up all over blogs and pages such
as Tumblr and Pinterest. They’re waterproof,
warm, and in style – what could be better?
While L.L. Bean’s duck boots are almost
always out of stock (they’re handmade and
the demand this year has been too high for
them to keep up), other brands are beginning
to put out boots in a very similar style. Check
out Sperry Top Sider and J Crew for almost
exact dupes.

Colorful Rain Jackets
Stay dry and look cool this Spring. A
lightweight rain jacket in a fun color such
as yellow or blue is very on trend for this
spring. Pair this with some jeans and vintage
tennis shoes, and your look will be effortless and cool. Many sports brands such as
Nike and Adidas are coming out with rain
jackets in a variety of colors. Pick one up at
MC Sports or Dunhams.

ALL PHOTOS BY KIM ADAMS/COLLEGIATE STAFF AND SARAH DAVIS/PHOTO EDITOR

Colorful Rain Boots
If you’ve ever been on Tumblr or
Pinterest, you’ve probably seen Hunter
Boots. However, at a retail price of $140,
they can break the college kid’s bank fairly
quickly. If you’d like a more affordable
option, check out Target in stores or online
for cheaper rain boots in fun colors. If you’d
like to invest in a pair of Hunters, I’d recommend a color that goes well with your wardrobe. I have a red pair that seems to go with
just about everything – other good options
would be yellow, pink, or blue.

Bows, Bows, and
more Bows!
Whether it’s in your hair or a print on a
blouse, bows are in for this spring. Add a bow
to your hair in a corresponding color/print to
your outfit for a fun, flirty look. Kate Spade is
most famous for purses and accessories featuring bows, but unless you have $200+ saved up,
you’ll probably want to check out stores such
as Forever 21 and Charlotte Russe. Some of
my personal favorite bow pieces are a bow
bracelet I bought at a boutique in Holland and
a bow printed blouse I bought online. Bows
are a definite hit for this spring!
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TELEVISION

‘Game of Thrones’ fans return to Westeros April 6
By Jason Babcock
Collegiate Staff

The HBO hit series “Game of Thrones”
is returning with Season 4 on April 6 and
many fans are getting ready for more blood
and violence, and the return of some of
their favorite character’s from the series.
“Game of Thrones” is based off of a
series of novels by George R.R Martin,
and HBO has brought these novels to life
in three seasons, each consisting of 10
episodes. The show is known for it’s interesting characters and compelling storyline.
The story and plot line for “Game
of Thrones” revolves around the region
known as Westeros. Westeros is split up
into different regions which are ruled by
a royal family. King Robert Baratheon of
Westeros is supreme however, and the the
kingdom is in shaky condition after he dies.
Many issues arise, and soon all the territories are thrown in the middle of a civil
war. There are many different sides in the
war, some drop out over the course of the
series while new ones pop up to try and vie
for control of the kingdom. It ends up being
very political and very bloody.
One of the big hooks of “Game of
Thrones” are its characters and how they
develop over the course of the show. They
change and grow from the various perils
and ordeals that they go through. The
villains that crop up are extremely volatile
and you end up sometimes even liking them
because they are such strong characters.
“Daenerys is my favorite,” Sarah Jewell,
a music student at Grand Rapids Community
College commented, “She’s such a strong
character and she really grows into herself
over the course of the show.”
Many fans have a favorite character or
two, and one of the big gambles with the
show is whether or not the character will
actually survive.
The author had no problem with killing

off
characters,
some
of
them
very
important
and pivotal to the
storyline thus far.
“If they kill off
Daenerys I will be
so mad! I might
stop watching.”
People watch
the
show
for
different reasons.
Melissa Gumbert, a
nursing student at
GRCC said,“I like
“Game of Thrones”
because it’s fantasy,
and nerdy, and kind
of historical...all the
things I like in life. I
also love the Stark
Family. It’s fun to
see them evolve
over the course of
the story.”
There are a
lot of aspects to
the show that are
intriguing and interesting, it’s largely
COURTESY PHOTO
political and you
have a lot of very
Emelia Clark as Daenerys Targaryen in the fourth season of HBO’s hit series Game of Thrones.
diverse characters
trying to live out
personal vendettas, or who are just trying another character is brewing up in the capi- needed. There are some people who think
that it adds a very real element to the show.
to survive to the next day. It’s also portrayed tol, King’s Landing.
“Game of Thrones” does have a side to “I honestly feel like that’s how it was in that
very uniquely.
The books were written in short chap- it that is criticized, however, there is a lot time period,” commented Casey Black, a
ters, and each chapter cycled through of profanity and nudity and many people former GRCC student.
The newest season of “Game of
the main characters who you saw the feel it’s excessive to have at least one
world through. They embodied that style naked person in each episode with some- Thrones” starts on April 6, giving viewers
in the show, each episode you bounce times many more than one. The characters plenty of time to catch up on the show. All
around to all the main characters and get also use extreme profanity and there are the seasons are out and can be bought or
a overall picture of the actual turmoil that very detailed scenes of dismemberment rented and watched, giving people about a
Westeros is in, from being on the run with and gore. The critics of the show use this month to get caught up, find favorite charyour friends, to the next fiendish plot that against it, saying that it is excessive and not acters and see the story of Westeros unfold.

INTERNATIONAL GUITAR SERIES

Rovshan Mamedkuliev travels from
Russia to perform at GRCC

By Joshua Vissers
Editor-in-Chief

April is GYT (Get Yourself Tested) Month.
$50 STD testing package available at
Planned Parenthood of West and
Northern Michigan health centers. Eight
locations including Grand Rapids and
Wyoming. Make an appointment today.

1.800.230.PLAN (7526)
ppwnm.org

stay faithful to its composition.
“My goal is to show listeners what the
composer’s idea was, what was in his imagination…” he said.
Mamedkuliev enjoys the warmth of the
reception for his talent in the states.
“In the (United) States, they like guitar,”
he said, mentioning that here he often
receives standing ovations, whereas elsewhere audiences tend to be more reserved.
This will be his 39th performance of this
tour, which included stops in Mexico, Canada
and Brazil. Next year his plans include stops
in China. When traveling, Mamedkuliev
enjoys walking the cities and exploring his
surroundings.
At home in Russia, Mamedkuliev puts
down his guitar and spends time with his two
young children.
Mamedkuliev’s show takes place at 7:30
p.m., Thursday in room 200 of the Music
Building. Admission is $15 or $10 for students
and seniors.

Grand Rapids Community College
welcomes Rovshan Mamedkuliev to campus
Thursday for this year’s final installment of
the International Guitar Series.
Mamedkuliev, 27, started playing guitar
in Russia at the age of 11 a couple years after
moving there from Azerbaijan, where he was
born. In 2004, he was accepted to the Nizhny
Novgorod Conservatory.
Displaying an abundance of musical
talent from a young age, Mamedkuliev didn’t
second-guess his guitar career much.
“It’s cool to play guitar,” he said over
the phone while walking the streets of
Cincinnati.
After completing his studies in 2009, he
was invited to teach at the conservatory with
Aleksey Petropavlovsky, his teacher and
counterpart in a guitar duo that plays a wide
variety of music in Russia and many neighboring countries.
Mamedkuliev
has won awards
in several international guitar competitions,
including
several in Russia,
Spain and France,
and in 2012 won the
Guitar Foundation
of
America’s
International
XXX
Concert
Artist
Competition
in
Charleston,
S.C.,
which led to his
current
American
tour.
“I’m
looking
forward
to
this
event,” Mamedkuliev
said of his upcoming performance at
GRCC. “It’s a great
experience for me.”
COURTESY PHOTO
When he plays
a piece of music, Rovshan Mamedkuliev is touring North America and South
Mamedkuliev tries to America as part of his Guitar Foundation of America tour.
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RESTAURANT REVIEW

Freshii serves healthy fast food close to campus
By Clare Kolenda
Collegiate Staff

There’s a new café in town and it’s out
to prove that fast food doesn’t have to be
unhealthy. Freshii is a new restaurant that
moved within walking distance from the
Grand Rapids Community College campus.
The restaurant, which is a globally recognized chain, is already creating buzz in the
local community for their simple ingredients, bold flavors, and commitment to serving only the freshest foods.
I wanted to try this restaurant out to
satisfy my curiosity. Could Freshii satisfy
my need for lunch the way I knew a foot
long or a pizza from Subway could? So, I
donned my winter gear and made the frozen
trek to Freshii. Their motto, “Eat. Energize.”
echoed through my brain as I felt the first
pangs of hunger while walking the two
blocks to 146 Monroe Center, in the Mckay
Tower.
The first thing you will notice upon
entering Freshii is how light the space is.
The large windows overlook Pearl Street
and it allows both curious spectators and
people watchers alike to both enjoy their
food and still look out at the hustle and
bustle of the city.
The service is friendly, along with their
clientele. It is not uncommon to find the
manager chatting with one of the customers, and you will be greeted with a smile
when you step up to the counter to order.
The restaurant is set up in an assembly
line, where once you order your food at the
register, you watch other workers skillfully
craft your choice of burrito, power bowl,
soup or salad all the way down the counter.
Freshii serves both breakfast and lunch,

CLARE KOLENDA/COLLEGIATE STAFF

A Warrior Bowl with added chicken from Freshii, which includes brown rice, red
onions, corn, shredded carrot, and tomato.
and their prices are as diverse as their
menu’s offerings. A meal can come in under
six dollars to topping off at almost eight.
That is of course if you decide to add your
choice of meat to the dish, as well as if you
splurge on a cookie from a local bakery or
fat free frozen yogurt.
While the décor and atmosphere were
to my satisfaction, what I was most curious about was the food. I ordered a Warrior
Bowl, which includes a serving of warm,
hearty brown rice, with red onions, corn,
shredded carrot, and tomato covered in a

DOWNTOWN

ranch sauce. I added chicken to complete
my meal, but the extra protein wasn’t
needed for this dish to fill me up.
The rice was warm and nutty, complimenting the sweet corn and carrot well. The
chicken, which was seasoned with a Cajun
rub also blended nicely with the tanginess
of the ranch dressing. After only taking a
few bites, I realized that this was not rabbit
food. It was wholesome deliciousness that
stuck to your insides, yet still made you feel
like you weren’t over indulging.
Though this Warrior Bowl was

inexpensive, coming just a little over 7
dollars when all was said and done, it was
not a perfect home run. Their commitment
to fresh ingredients was appreciated, yet
slightly overpowering. The red onion that
was tossed on the dish was completely raw
and I personally thought it harsh compared
to the nice flavor palate the dressing, rice
and other veggies create. Yet, if you are an
onion lover, than I believe this would be
right up your alley. The tomato which I’d
hoped to be bright and vibrant addition was
actually mealy and bland, though this could
be accounted for by the fact that winter is
not when tomatoes are in season.
If a bowl does not sound appealing
though, they have many other choices. Take
their Tex Mex Burrito for instance, which is
priced at 5.99. It’s a burrito that has brown
rice, black beans, avocado, cheese, and even
pico de gallo all rolled together in a whole
wheat tortilla. This dish is easy to eat on the
go, wrapped conveniently in paper to take
on your way out the door. Freshii doesn’t
skimp on the portions either, with this
burrito rivaling the same amount as Patatas
located in Winchester Alley. The only drawback of this dish is the lack of salt or herb
seasonings. The purpose of this, I believe is
intentional, to allow the true flavors of the
dish shine through. While that’s all well and
good, I must admit, I found myself wishing
for a few salt packets stowed away in my
pocket.
The serving portions were generous,
and as I gathered my things to leave I realized that I was truly satisfied. Though not
covered in cheese or fried in oil, the meal
that Freshii served me fulfilled their mantra,
“Eat. Energize.” and gave me a little extra
spring to my step as I made my way back to
campus for my afternoon class.

ART

‘Dream it, Build it’ comes GRCC student work featured
in Display Magazine
to Grand Rapids
By Jacquelyn Zeman

News Editor
Chicago native Adam Reed Tucker,
opens his exhibit “Dream it, Build it,” at the
Grand Rapids Public Museum March 1. The
exhibit includes 13 LEGO brick recreations
of some of the world’s most well known
pieces of architecture.
Tucker’s exhibit has been touring museums in the United States for the past four
years, staying at museums for six months at
a time.
In 1996 Tucker received his degree in
architecture, and from 1996 to 2006 he
worked as an architect in the Kansas City
and Chicago areas. Eventually his work
dried up.
“I went from $3 million worth of work
each year to a thousand dollars, and couldn’t
survive, so I closed up the business and I
just started playing with the LEGO bricks to
see if I could create sculptures and different

architecture of the world,” Tucker said.
He picked each piece he created for the
exhibition because of its significance it has
to him. “I just picked the buildings I wanted
to do. That is the beauty of being an artist.”
He works with LEGO pieces that you
could find in any normal set, and nothing is
glued.
“Dream it, Build it” runs through July 31.
As part of the exhibit, Tucker will
be creating a scaled model of the public
museum, and will also be coming back on
April 9 and 10 to complete a model of the
White House.
There is no cost to get into the exhibit,
but general museum admission rates to
the museum apply. Free admission to the
museum for anyone with a Raider ID card.
For more information on the exhibit at
the museum, visit grmuseum.org/lego.
For more information on Tucker, visit
brickstructures.com.

JACQUELYN ZEMAN/NEWS EDITOR

The Gateway Arch stands at the entrance to Adam Reed Tucker’s exhibit,
“Dream it, Build it.”

By Kate Casey

artists career.
Even with all of the submissions each
Collegiate Staff
semester, artists are still very hesitant
Display Magazine is a Grand Rapids when considering submitting. When asked
Community College publication that brings about this fact Arpin-Cortez admitted to an
together a collaboration of poems, short “element of vulnerability,” among even the
most talented of GRCC students.
stories and artwork submitted by students.
It was more
Every
fall,
than merely choosstudent jurors are
ing pieces that were
chosen by their
realistic and going
faculty advisors to
beyond
somedictate what makes
one’s ability to
the cut in each
replicate a photoissue.
graph via charcoal.
Julian
ArpinVanRooyen
said
Cortez
(sophothat there must be
more), and Elijah
a “Balance between
Miller
(junior),
creative and formal
were among those
aspects,” to which
selected to help
Arpin-Cortez
decide which fineadded, “Technique
art pieces that
is a vehicle for
would ultimately
delivering creative
be featured in the
concepts.”
magazine.
There
was
“It’s
valuable
a
fascinating
as a resume referelement of seeing
ence, you’ve been
the finished prodpublished!” Miller
uct with clean
exclaimed.
pages and seeing
This issue was
the passion and
the first time the
purpose of each art
two had worked on
piece. “The value
Display together.
of being a juror
“In
general,
refines my ability
the system is a
to appreciate art,”
large body of true
KATE CASEY/COLLEGIATE STAFF
Miller explains, “It
art discipline, we
makes you better
look at everything, Look for the next volume of the student
at looking at your
that’s where we publication, Display, around the third
own art.”
start,” Miller said, week of April.
“It gives you
describing
the
exposure, it gives
process of filtering
you an intimate glimpse into the minds of
through various art pieces.
The two described the process of these people,” Arpin-Cortez said when reitlaying out the artwork and individually erating his experience as a juror.
“Creative problem solving is valuable in
sticky-noting the pieces they wanted to see
advance, often times they found themselves any field, we’re constantly being forced to
reinvent the wheel,” Miller said.
defending and advocating strangers’ art.
If you were unable to grab one of these
Professor Robin VanRooyen, faculty
advisor on the magazine, said this process issues due to the demand, the next one is
would “prepare artists to accept rejections,” projected to launch the third week of April.
knowing this would only be the start of an
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Your degree makes
a difference!

Graduate.

G R A N D

R A P I D S

C O M M U N I T Y

C O L L E G E

STEPS TO COMPLETION:
Check MyDegreePath in your
online student center for your
progress to degree completion.
Complete a graduation audit form grcc.edu/student-records/graduation
and submit to the Student Records Office, or
email to registrars@grcc.edu or fax to (616) 234-4204.
Save the Date for GradFest 2014!
Tuesday, April 8, 2014; 10:00 a.m. ‘til 6:00 p.m.;
2nd Floor MultiPurpose Room, Student Center—
come by when you can!
Participate in the commencement
ceremony to celebrate your completion.
More Commencement details can be found at grcc.edu/commencement.
If you have questions, please call (616) 234-3925.

grcc.edu
Grand Rapids Community College is an equal opportunity institution. GRCC is a tobacco free campus. 1314-27871
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GAME REVIEW

TITANFALL BRINGS THE HEAT TO XBOX ONE & PC
By Ray Potts

Collegiate Staff
Darting through alleys, jumping from wall to wall, leaping on buildings,
and waiting for the the joyous sight of a
20-foot mech suit crashing down on the
battlefield is what you can expect from the
new game ‘Titanfall”, released on March 11.
The game, which retails for $59.99, breathes
fresh air into the First-Person Shooter
genre, and brings something that’s been
missing from other FPS games: fun.
What could be more fun than hopping
into a walking tank of destruction, or Titan,
and blasting away at everyone you see? Or
running at lightning speeds, hopping wall to
wall to jump on top of Titan and blast away
at it while it tries to swat you off it’s back?
Every time I played a multiplayer match I
found myself grinning at some crazy maneuver I pulled off.
“Titanfall” is purely multiplayer, there is
no single-player campaign. Although there
is an attempt at a plot during multiplayer
matches, simply two factions fighting it out
on a planet, it is bare-bones at best. The
matches are also considerably smaller, sixon-six, but this feels just right because there
are twice as many AI bots running around
for you to shoot or help, allowing you to
rack up points. As a pilot, you start off
with with standard weaponry fighting with
other players and bots, although with alot
more speed and dexterity when compared
to other FPSs. Once you have successfully
waited 3 minutes, or gotten enough kills
to drop the timer, your Titan is ready. The
Titan battles are a lot different than the
pilot battles. Attrition and careful tactical

COURTESY PHOTO

In “Titanfall,” players fight for control of battlefields both with and without their mechanized suits, called titans.
maneuvers are required to win, and this
strategic gameplay is what brings a fresh
new style to the shooter genre.
Although the match styles are pretty
straightforward, such as deathmatch,
capture the flag, etc. I never found myself
getting bored of what I was playing. The
game is nearly perfectly balanced; even

“Need For Speed” may be
too fast for its own good
Collegiate Staff

Those who can tolerate two
and a half hours of fast and furious driving should have no problem with “Need for
Speed,” though I imagine that amount of
people is small.
Based off of the video game series of
the same name, the movie centers on Tobey
Marshall, played by Breaking Bad star
Aaron Paul, who runs a small car-repair
shop with his friends. After a drag race goes
terribly wrong, Marshall gets charged with
the murder of his friend Pete (Harrison
Gilbertson), a crime that was actually
committed by Marshall’s racing rival Dino
Brewster (Dominic Cooper). After spending
two years in jail, Marshall sets out to avenge
Pete’s death by racing against Brewster in
an illegal street race whilst trying to evade
being re-arrested for violating his parole.

something new and exciting for your Xbox
One, PC and Xbox 360 (available March 25),
pick up “Titanfall”.

DOWNTOWN

MOVIE REVIEW

By Sean Walker

a lone pilot can destroy a massive Titan if
they’re smart/crazy enough. All the maps are
designed perfectly, with open areas for the
Titans and crowded areas for the pilots. The
game may lack any plot, and the matches
may be uncomplicated, but it’s definitely a
creative step in the right direction. If you’re
tired of the same old FPS games and want

Once Marshall is released from jail, the
film becomes one big road trip with one car
chase after another, so much so that there’s
barely any time for the characters to interact or for the plot to develop. While the
action is terrific in this film, action scenes
can only hold the film together for so long.
Thus, “Need for Speed” lacks a significant
amount of important elements needed for
films containing road rage. There are a few
funny moments scattered throughout the
film that could potentially make up for the
film’s lack of plot, but for the most part this
film speeds by so fast that it may leave you
wondering if it was worth watching.
“Need for Speed” is rated PG-13 and
opened Friday in theaters across West
Michigan.

COURTESY MCT CAMPUS

“Breaking Bad” star Aaron Paul in his role as Tobey Marshall in “Need for Speed.”

West Coast Coffee
By Clare Kolenda
Collegiate Staff

It’s essential to many college students’
day. In order to survive a day full of classes,
appointments and work, a cup of coffee
goes a long way. But if you think that any
old brew would do, the owner of West Coast
Coffee, Douglas “Doug” Bowman, would
beg to differ.
West Coast Coffee, located on 55
Monroe Center St. NW, has been serving
coffee lovers in downtown Grand Rapids
since 2005, and has made crafting coffee as
much of an art as the local pieces it features
on its walls. The coffee is an eclectic blend
of old and new, rustic and modern, familiar and exciting. It is the pride and joy of
Bowman, whose passion is all about serving
his customers with the best coffee possible.
“I’ve always liked coffee,” Bowman said.
“There always seems to be a story through
the flavor.”
It was this love for coffee and story that
drove him to take five months to perfect
his menu. Every flavor was key, and most
important to the coffee was the roast.
Partnering with a local coffee house in
Rockford, Herman’s Boy, Bowman spent
months crafting the perfect roast to serve in
his coffee shop.
Bowman runs the coffee shop with the
help of his two parents, because coffee
has always been a family business. When
he was young, he worked at his parent’s
coffee shops practicing the craft of creating the perfect latte, or honing on his skills
of “etching”, which involves drawing intricate designs in the foam of the drink. They
passed on the legacy of coffee brewing, and
Bowman moved his expertise to the downtown setting.
But instead of continuing in the franchising coffee business his parent’s worked
in, Bowman decided to set up shop in the
heart of downtown.
“You have more control being independent,” said Gin Clausen, Bowman’s mother
and fellow barista. “He wanted that ability
to change things.”
That ability is what has made West Coast
Coffee so versatile, accommodating the
business clientele in the nine-to-five grind,
while also serving college students ready to
enjoy the shop’s free Wi-Fi and a large mug
of coffee as they study. Regardless of who
the customer is, they are a bound to get a

CLARE KOLENDA/COLLEGIATE STAFF

great experience.
“Coffee is a universal language,” said
Gin Clausen, Bowman’s mother and fellow
barista.
Yet West Coast Coffee isn’t just known
for its delectable coffee and wonderful
bakery treats. It also is known for the friendliness that the staff exudes, while contributing to the community that is quickly growing downtown.
For Bowman, his coffee shop isn’t just
about serving a great cup of coffee, but also
to learn who you are and make you feel
like you are a valued customer. Instead of
scribbling your name across the to-go cup,
he calls it out in familiarity as you walk
through the front door.
“It’s always fun to watch the block grow,
and downtown grow. I’ve built really great
personal friendships,” Bowman said.
Bowman’s friendships aren’t fleeting or
shallow either. When Valentine’s Day rolled
around this year, his most loyal and frequent
customers put together a valentine’s box
with little valentines they each had signed.
This act signifies how effective he has been
in bringing something special and unique to
the downtown setting.
Clausen said Bowman’s mission all
along was to be, “the downtown bartender,
but serving coffee.”
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We mean business.
And business is good.
By Cynthia R. Kaan

Ferris Admissions Officer

ferris@GrCC

Brecken directs his students to take advantage
Grand Rapids. This program includes a 24-credit
We live in a competitive society. It seems like
of the certificates offered. He emphasizes, “I want
occupational specialty that takes advantage of course
there is constant pressure to do better, do more,
my undergraduate students to earn a certificate,
credit already earned in terminal programs. Brecken
do everything. It doesn’t matter what age you are,
which adds value to their
states, “The Business Administration
what school you attend, or in which career field
business
administration
Professional Track program is great for
you work, competition drives success. Knowing
One of the great
degree. With proper planning,
those students who have an associate
this, what is it that sets people apart? What propels
we are often able to build a
degree or accredited coursework in
someone to the head of the class or the front of the
things about the
certificate into the student’s
an occupational specialty. Some of
boardroom? How do you make sure your skills
program
being
program without adding cost.”
these programs and coursework were
and knowledge are recognized?
offered at GrCC
One of the great
not meant to go beyond an associate
Specialize. What do careers in office
things
about the Business
degree
and
some
schools
do
not
administration, fashion merchandising, legal
is the price break
Administration
and
the
accept
these
credits
for
their
business
assistance, culinary arts, automotive technology,
ferris
students
Professional Track programs
degree program. Ferris accepts the
and marketing have in common? These are areas
being offered in combination
receive.
required core and major courses from
of specialization you can pursue to become an
with
Grand
Rapids
these programs using the
expert in the field of your
Community
College
is the
Business
Administration
choice. The issue with
The
Business
price break Ferris students receive. As a student in
Professional Track. Students will always
some of these specialties
Administration
the program, you will graduate with a bachelor’s
have their occupational specialty, but
is that they are offered
degree from Ferris State University; but because of
with
the
professional
track,
students
as associate degrees or
Professional Track
the combination of community college and public
can
continue
their
education
and
certificates only – and
program
is
great
university coursework, your degree will be an
get a Bachelor of Science in Business
a bachelor’s degree is
affordable reality. There are also scholarships and
Administration.”
for those students
demanded
by
most
financial aid options available for students who
Karen
Deridder,
a
student
at
the
employers in the business
who have an
apply and qualify.
Grand
Rapids
location
of
Ferris
State
world. In addition, if you
associate
degree
Are you ready to be in demand? Are you ready
University,
highly
recommends
all
that
have an associate degree
to take a step toward your future? If you have your
the Business Administration program
in a concentration like
or accredited
associate degree or at least 48 transferable credits,
has to offer. “The classes in this program
the ones mentioned,
coursework in
apply now at ferris.edu/statewide. The application
can relate easily to real-world work
many colleges do not
an
occupational
is online and free. If you aren’t quite there yet,
situations
and
have
prepared
me
to
accept those credits
come meet with our business administration
further my career. I also took advantage
into
their
business
specialty.
advisor and together you will map out a plan that
of the certificates in human resources
administration programs.
starts with classes at GRCC. Interested?
as well as supervision and leadership.
If this is resonating
These
certificates
along
with
my
degree
have
given
Become a Ferris Bulldog. Be recognized.
with you, Don Brecken would like to meet
me the tools to advance into a leadership role in
Be in-demand.
you. Brecken is the advisor for the Business
the future.”
Administration Professional Track program in

Live close.

Go far.

Business Administration Professional Track, Bs

This program is designed for students with a specialized
associate degree, such as construction technology,
legal assistance, interior design and other specialized
programs. Students will find this program attractive for
building a solid knowledge of business and management
upon their technical expertise. It is also suitable for those
with an associate degree in business who would like to add
technical or specialized training to their credentials.
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Ferris state
University
Grand Rapids
www.ferris.edu/grandrapids
Email: fsugr@ferris.edu

Programs offered at grCC:
Advanced Construction Management Certificate
Advanced Studies in Total Quality
Management Certificate
Business Administration BS
Business Administration BS - Pro Track (Culinary)
Career and Technical Education MS
Computer Information Systems BS
Computer Information Technology BS
Construction Administration Certificate
Construction Management BS
Criminal Justice Administration MS
Criminal Justice BS - Generalist Track
Curriculum and Instruction MEd
Dietary and Food Service Management AAS
Digital Animation and Game Design BAS
Digital Media Software Engineering BS
Elementary Education BS
Health Care Systems Administration BS
Health Information Management BS
Health Information Technology AAS
Homeland Security: Digital Security and
Forensics Certificate
Hotel Management Certificate
Hotel Management BS
Human Resource Management Certificate
Industrial Technology and Management BAS
Information Security and Intelligence BS
Leadership and Supervision Certificate
Manufacturing Engineering Technology BS
Molecular Diagnostics BS
Nuclear Medicine Technology BS
Nursing RN to BSN
Product Design Engineering Technology BS
Quality Technology Certificate
Respiratory Care AAS
Teacher Certification - Elementary (Non Degree)
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2014 NCAA men’s basketball tournament
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FIRST ROUND

MIDWEST

16 Albany

11 Iowa

16 Mount St. Mary’s

11 Tennessee
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Dayton, Ohio
March 18, 19
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NC State

12

Cal Poly

16

Xaiver

12

Texas Southern
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16

8 Colorado

Gonzaga

8

9 Pittsburgh

Oklahoma St.

9
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San Diego

4 UCLA
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6 Ohio St.

Memphis, Tenn.

Anaheim, Calif.

St. Louis

San Diego St.
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Nebraska

3 Syracuse

Creighton
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March 23
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2 Kansas
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North Texas
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SECOND ROUND
March 23

SEMIFINALS

North Texas
April 5

3
14
7
10

BYU

15 Eastern Ky.

11

March 20
Oregon

10 Stanford

March 21

March 21
Baylor

11 Dayton

March 21

Raleigh, N.C.

12

March 23

7 New Mexico

Wisconsin

2

American

15

M I D W E S T

REGIONALS

REGIONALS

March 28, 30

March 28, 30

SECOND ROUND
March 23

1 Virginia

March 21
Wichita St.

16 Coast. Carolina

1

Play-in winner 16

8 Memphis

Kentucky

8

9 George Wash.

Kansas St.

9

March 20
Spokane, Wash.

5

N. Dakota St.

New Mexico St. 13

13 Tulsa

March 22

March 22

5 Cincinnati

March 23

6 North Carolina

NATIONAL
CHAMPIONSHIP
New York City

11 Providence

AT&T Stadium

North Texas

Louisville
Manhattan

Indianapolis

March 23

Play-in winner

April 7

3 Iowa St.

Mercer

March 22

March 22

Arizona St.

2 Villanova
15 Milwaukee
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March 20
Texas

10 Saint Joseph’s

6
11
3

Duke

7 UConn

4
13

March 21
UMass

14 N.C. Central
March 20

5

Play-in winner 12

4 Michigan St.

March 21

March 20
Saint Louis

12 Harvard

13 Delaware
San Antonio, Texas

March 20
Oklahoma

12 SF Austin
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St. Louis

March 21
5 VCU

Buffalo, N.Y.

1

Weber St.

16 Play-in winner

By Teresa Russo

March 21
Arizona

Orlando, Fla.

Orlando, Fla.

1 Florida

San Diego

March 23

Spokane, Wash.

March 27, 29

San Antonio, Texas

REGIONALS

Milwaukee

REGIONALS
March 27, 29

Raleigh, N.C.

March 22

7
10

Michigan

2

Wofford

15

Milwaukee

SECOND ROUND
March 20

Women’s
Basketball ends
with 10-16
season
By Zach Watkins
Sports Editor

The Grand Rapids Community College
women’s basketball team’s season came
to an end on March 7, with a 103-44 loss to
Lake Michigan College in the second round
of the Region XII district tournament.
The
team
defeated
Muskegon
Community College
63-61 in the first
round.
GRCC
finished
10-16 on the season,
which included a
four game win streak
from Feb. 12 — Feb.
21.
Sophomore
Stephanie Stevens,
a 5-foot-7 shooting
guard from Lowell,
Stevens
led GRCC with 325
points this season. Stevens scored 14.1
points per game, and tallied 100 assists in
23 games started.
Danielle Harrison, a sophomore from
Grand Rapids, was second on the team
totaling 271 points, averaging 12.1 per
game. Harrision shot 43 percent from the
floor, and added a team-high 284 rebounds.
GRCC loses six sophomores, a total
of 70 starts this season, and returns three
freshmen to next years team.
Sara Karamol, of Rockford, was the
team’s leading freshman scorer, totaling 226
points and totaling 186 rebounds.

DAVID RUFIN FUENTES/COLLEGIATE STAFF

Freshman Cameron Burhannon fakes to the left before passing to the right. The
GRCC men’s basketball team finished the season at 17-10.

Last Game for Men’s Basketball
ends with 107-90 loss
By Max De Leeuw
Collegiate Staff

The GRCC men’s basketball team ended
their season losing at home to the Lansing
Community College Stars 107-90 on March
4. Anytime the Raiders made a good run, the
Stars responded with points of their own to
keep GRCC down.
While the Raiders fought hard, the Stars
simply played better, putting up a number
of 3-pointers and getting more rebounds.
GRCC lost multiple possessions and points

Fill out your
bracket like
a pro

due to a lack of concentration and poor ball
control.
Perhaps the Raiders’ biggest issue was
their crowd. The game was at home on
paper but it sounded as if the game was
held in Lansing. Despite the hour long trek
to Grand Rapids, it seemed as if 75 percent
of the crowd was cheering for the Stars.
GRCC finished the season with a 17-10
record.
“Overall I thought the team represented
GRCC very well,” head coach TJ Carnegie
said of the season. “I was very proud of
them and what they accomplished.”

There is not much of a science to making
a perfect March Madness bracket. For the
most part it’s just a little luck and going with
your gut feeling. However, it would not be a
bad idea to brush up on your tournament
history to see who has the best and worst
track record in recent history. You might
also want to keep up with the stats of not
just your favorite teams, but get a feel for
most of the teams in the tournament.
Of course if you’re even making a
bracket, you would probably already be
pretty familiar with how most of the teams
are doing. It’s important to watch even the
unknown teams though, because you never
know when there might be a miracle comeback.
Also try to look for well balanced teams,
ones that do well both offensively and
defensively. Try not to pick teams that are
particularly weak on one or the other.
Go with teams that have veteran
coaches, those teams trust their coaches.
Those are the teams that are going to work
hard and continue to be consistent in their
efforts.
Make sure that you go with your first
instinct and don’t doubt yourself multiple
times. Second guessing could create quite
a messy bracket. You have to trust your gut
feeling on the lower seeded teams, ones
that could go either way. Until the game
truly starts you have no idea how the game
will go, so just trust your instincts.
A smart way to fill out your bracket
would be to work your way backwards,
starting with your champion. Whether it’s
your favorite team or the one who’s got
the best statistics, either way that’s your
very first decision you should make. Once
you know your champion, you can begin to
create the journey.
Moving on to the top two, who will your
champion beat to become the best? Then
going backwards towards the final four,
who do you think has the talent to make
it this far? Then you just keep going with
your gut all the way until you get to the first
round, making sure to not doubt your initial
instincts.
While we all are hoping and praying that
we, as die hard fans of our favorite team,
will have something to celebrate and come
out as champions, sometimes that is not the
case.
If you really want to make a perfect
bracket, sometimes you have to stray from
loyalty and go with the team who you think
will actually win.
Be careful not to confuse your loyalty
for who you want to win, with your common
sense on who you think will actually have a
shot at winning.

Top 5 Tips for
your Bracket
1. Brush up on
your basketball
tournament history
2. Know your stats
3. Look for well
balanced teams
4. Look for veteran
coached teams
5. Be careful not to
be too loyal towards
your favorite team
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Upcoming Schedule
Baseball
3/20
Aquinas College
3:00 p.m. Grand Rapids, MI
3/22
Owens CC (OH)
1:00 p.m. Toldeo, OH
3/27
Aquinas College
3:00 p.m. Belknap Park
3/27
Davenport JV
6:30 p.m. Belknap Park
3/29
St. Clair CC
1:00 p.m. Port Huron, MI
3/30
Davenport JV
1:00 p.m. Belknap Park
4/1
Ancilla College
2:00 p.m. Belknap Park
4/5
Mott CC
1:00 p.m. Belknap Park
4/8
Glen Oaks CC
2:00 p.m. Centreville, MI
4/10
Delta College
2:00 p.m. Belknap Park
4/12
Macomb CC
1:00 p.m. Warren, MI

Softball
3/21
vs. Muskegon CC
2:00 p.m. Muskegon, MI
3/25
vs. Kellogg CC
3:00 p.m. Battle Creek, MI
3/28
Kalamazoo Valley CC
3:00 p.m. Belknap Park
3/29
Kankakee CC Tournament
TBA Kankakee, IL
3/30
Kankakee CC Tournament
TBA Kankakee, IL
4/1
Jackson College
3:00 p.m. Summit Township, MI
4/4
Lake Michigan College
3:00 p.m. Belknap Park
4/5
Glen Oaks CC
1:00 p.m. Centreville, MI
4/7
Davenport JV
3:00 p.m. Grand Rapids, MI
4/8
Ancilla College
3:00 p.m. Belknap Park
4/11
Muskegon CC
3:00 p.m. Belknap Park
4/12
Lansing CC
1:00 p.m. Lansing, MI
4/13
Owens CC (OH)
1:00 p.m. Belknap Park
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Not your average Athletic Director
By Max De Leeuw
Collegiate Staff

Many people know Charlie Wells as
the Athletic Director for Grand Rapids
Community College, but they may not realize quite what that job entails or what Wells
is involved in when he leaves campus.
Before taking on the role of Athletic
Director, Wells was in charge of the fitness
aspect of the GRCC Police Academy. He
ran the exhausting physical training and
defense tactics portions of the academy for
26 years before stepping down. Wells said
that the intense training paid off and that
the academy produced many well prepared
graduates.
Wells also coached GRCC’s wrestling
team for 22 years, an organization that
produced many All-Americans.
His AD position involves more than just
setting up sports schedules, which is no
easy feat in and of itself. Wells begins working around 7:45 a.m., when he kicks off the
day by checking his emails.
After that, he shifts roles from

administrator to counselor, meeting with
students to discuss their classes and any
problems they might be facing. He makes
sure they are on
track with where
they need to be.
“To see them
grow is the biggest
and most rewarding part,” Wells said
about his students.
“When they walk
out of here, are they
better than when
they came in?”
Besides
his
Wells
job as the Athletic
Director,
Wells
teaches six classes. Sticking to his knowledge of personal fitness, he teaches personal
defense and aerobic classes.
In one personal defense class, he begins
each class with stretching and a workout.
Then he covers the defense maneuvers
for the day. After capping off the day with
a small workout, he often encourages his

GRCC BASEBALL

Raiders look to learn
from trip south
By Sean P. Mulhall

“We had too many mental errors,” said
Cupples. “I’ll take the physical ones, but we
Collegiate Staff
need to get rid of the mental ones.”
The pitching was getting roughed up early
The Grand Rapids
on, but has since settled down. The bats have
Community
College
been alive, but quiet. Shortstop Jacob
baseball team traveled
Waters and Catcher Nick Black are
to Florida on Feb. 26.
both batting .375. In their ten losses
They came back from
to start the season the Raiders have
their road trip a disapnot been shut out once.
pointing 0 – 10, having
“Overall, we hit better than in
been outscored by their
years past,” said Cupples. “We
opponents 97 to 22.
came back [with an average]
Coach
Mike
around .250 or .260. Usually we
Cupples knew that
are closer to .210.”
wins would be a
Now that they know what
premium down south
they need to work on, the Raiders
and is not upset with
can look forward to warmer
his record. The beginning
weather. With warmer weather
of every year is rough for
comes conference games, and
Cupples’ Raiders. After practicthose are the ones that really
ing inside all winter long they have
matter. It’s the conference record
to go to Florida and play kids that
that determines whether they
have been outside, on the field year
make it in the playoffs or not.
round.
“We had a great week of
“Obviously we play to win,”
practice. Everyone has been
said Cupples. “But these
working their butts off,” said
guys are a division higher
Cupples. “The freshmen
and had 15 to 20 games
know what they need to
in already. It’s just good
work on.”
to see how our guys
The Raiders have
match up against tough
their home opener
competition. We were
against Aquinas
in a couple of the
on March 27, with
games all the way
a possible game at
till the end. We just
Cornerstone on
couldn’t minimize
Tuesday, March
the runs scored
18.
They
[against us] late.”
start
playTheir
TEAGAN BURNS/COLLEGIATE STAFF
ing
confergoal is to not
ence games
worry about
on
March
the current
29
against
record,
St.
Clair
but
to
County Community
College.
use the
“The guys are chompin’ at the bit,”
trip as a
learning
experience.
The Raiders know that they need to clean said Cupples. “They want to get back on the
up their fielding mistakes. With fewer errors field and play.”
they won’t always be playing catch up.

students as they walk out of class.
“Let’s have a good day,” he regularly
says. “Do something good for yourself and
do something good for somebody else.”
Wells definitely stays busy, juggling
teaching, coaching, counseling, and administrating. Wells said that it’s the students
who motivate him.
“Every day I look forward to meeting
with them and their challenges.”
Because of his busy schedule, you may
not be able to find him when you’re out
and about on campus. That’s OK. When the
weather warms up, you can go to the sand
dunes and find him there.
Wells will be the one driving the
Chevrolet Corvair that he used to take
racing. Wells drove souped up Corvairs for
about eight years, doing time trials in the
SCCA, the Sports Car Club of America.
Despite the intense pastime, Wells
doesn’t consider himself an adrenaline
junky.
“I’m just a normal guy who has a hobby
outside of work,” said Wells, “That’s my
release when I go away from work.”

Southern
Trip Scores
Baseball

L- Columbia State CC 2-9
L- Chipola College 2-12
L- Chipola College 5-15
L- Chipola College1-9
L- Chipola College 4-8
L- Chipola College 1-6
L- Tallahasse CC 1-13 (Game 1)
L- Tallahasse CC 1-3 (Game 2)
L- Tallahasse CC 2-14 (Game 1)
L- Tallahasse CC 3-8 (Game 2)

Softball

W- Davenport JV 16-5
L- Alma College JV 10-8
L- Pensacola College 16-3
W- Augustana College JV 1-0
L- Walsh University JV 5-3
L- South Florida State 7-0
L- South Florida State 9-1
L- Monroe College 8-3
L- Methodist University JV 11-10
L- Walsh University JV 7-1

GRCC SOFTBALL

Softball team goes 2-8 in southern trip

By Zach Watkins
Sports Editor

The Grand Rapids Community College
softball team won its first game of the
Florida road trip after defeating Davenport’s
JV team 16-5 in five innings. GRCC fell
behind 3-0 after the top of the first inning,
but then rattled off 10 straight runs.
Sophomores Kaitlyn Guobis of Allen
Park, and Amanda Steig of Reed City each
totaled three hits in three at bats for GRCC.
Steig converted 2 of 3 stolen base attempts

and GRCC totaled 15 hits in the game.
Ingrid Kukla pitched four innings to
pick up the win. Kukla, a sophomore from
Bay City, gave up six hits and allowed three
earned runs.
GRCC then lost to Alma College JV 10-8
and Pensacola College 16-3.
The team followed up those two losses
with a 1-0 win over Augustana College JV.
Kukla pitched a gem, allowing no runs,
one hit, two walks and adding two strikeouts.

Second baseman Megan Lee scored the
game’s only run in the bottom of the fifth
inning, after Amanda Frye reached on a
throwing error committed by the Augustana
shortstop.
GRCC totaled four hits in the game, and
committed one error.
The softball team then lost the final six
games of the road trip, getting outscored
47-18.
GRCC’s next game is at 3 p.m. March 21
at Muskegon Community College.

