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The Diversity Lecture Series at Grand 
Rapids Community College continues 
wednesday with its second speaker of the 
season, Dr. Elaine Richardson, author of 
“PHD to PhD: How Education Saved my 
Life.” 

In addition to her 
book, Richardson 
teaches literacy 
studies at Ohio 
State University. 
She also works with 
a group of hip-hop 
activist educators 
around the world, 
whose goal is to help 
reach social equal-
ity through social 
transformation and 
education.

Richardson’s book tells the autobio-
graphical story about growing up in abusive 
relationships, becoming addicted to drugs, 
prostitution at a young age, and cycles of 
jail time that led to her decision to change 
the path her life was heading and go back to 
school.  

As a result of going back to school she 
learned about her culture and history, and 
focused on her self worth and personal 
empowerment. Richardson’s motto is, 
“Ignorance, low self esteem and shame are 
killers. When you know who you are, nobody 
can control you.” 

Richardson’s message that education 
saved her life stems from her personal expe-
rience of achieving her Ph.D. after a lifetime 
of both self-destruction and outside factors. 
Her hope is to share her story and inspire 
others that they can make it too.

Director of the Diversity Learning Center, 
Christina Arnold said, “Dr. Richardson has 
a remarkable story, of her perseverance 
through challenges and turning her life 
around to emphasize the value of education. 
Her story can really resonate with students.”

Arnold encouraged attendance with the 
reminder that after the lecture, there is a 
valuable question and answer time where 
students will be able to give and receive feed-
back to with Dr. Richardson. A book signing 
opportunity will also be available following 
the lecture where copies of Richardson’s 
“PHD to Ph.D.” will be sold.

The lecture will be at 7 p.m. Wednesday at 
Fountain Street Church, 24 Fountain Street 
NE, in Grand Rapids. The event is free and 
open to the public, and students who attend 
will receive a free parking pass for the event.

By Lydia Zilinsky
Collegiate Staff
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Veterans honored today at GRCC  

Campus Climate 
Survey results 
announced 
today at town 
hall forums

What kind of effects does social media 
have on college students?

Right after he returned from his deploy-
ment in Afghanistan, Aaron Settlemyre, 27, 
of Holland started classes at Grand Rapids 
Community College. 

“The transition at first was a little diffi-
cult,” Settlemyre 
said. “But to the 
college environ-
ment, the fast paced 
environment was 
easy to transition to 
from the military.” 

Settlemyre is a 
GRCC student who 
is a civil affairs 
specialist for the 
415th in Kalamazoo. 
Settlemyre was 
deployed to 
Afghanistan in 2010 through 2011. 

He said his main focus while deployed 
was to reduce building interference on the 
battlefield. 

“We wanted to reduce civilian 

causalities, and the way we did that was 
through working with a lot of Afghan 
government officials as well as village 
elders,” Settlemyre said. “We did a lot of 
work through the Department of Defense 
and U.S. aid, as well as assisting in training 
Afghan army and Afghan police.” 

Settlemyre said the best part of his 
experience was learning how to break 
language barriers. 

“By working with the locals in the 
Afghan populous, it was different seeing 
how a different culture works, how they 
function and operate,” Settlemyre said. “It 
is a little easier for me now to be cultur-
ally understanding with different cultures. 
I am a little bit better with working around 
language barriers…by the time I left I 
could hold a conversation with a 5-year-
old, but I always had an interpreter with 
me for the most part. I mostly communi-
cated with children on my own.”  

Settlemyre’s long-term goal is to 
transfer to Grand Valley State University 
to pursue his CPA in accounting, as 

If You Go: 
Veteran’s Day Celebration 
A tree-lighting ceremony and planting 
of 100 American flags to mark of the first 
ever Veteran’s Day celebration today. The 
event will take place at 10:30 a.m. on the 
Dr. Juan R. Olivarez Student Plaza. 

GRCC Music Department Head, Kevin 
Dobreff, will provide music for the event

There will be a moment of silence at 11 
a.m. 

The ceremony should last around 30 
minutes, and will feature GRCC President 
Steven Ender as the guest speaker. A 
student veteran will be reading a poem 
titled ‘I am a Veteran,’ and a there will be 
two honored guests at the event. One is 
a sergeant that is presently serving in the 
army, and another currently serving in the 
coastguard. 

An open house will follow the event, and 
will run through 1 p.m.

By Jacquelyn Zeman
Managing/News Editor

See Veterans, page 2

By Martine Coly
Collegiate Staff

JONATHAN D. LOPEZ/PHOTO EDITOR

For full story, see page 10

Settlemyre

Grand Rapids Community College will 
announce results today from the campus 
climate survey, conducted in the spring of 
2014, at two separate town hall forums.

The 90-minute forums will both 
take place in room 168 of the Applied 
Technology Center. 

The first forum starts at 11:30 a.m. and 
the second will start at 3 p.m.

In the spring of 2014, members of the 
college community were asked to take 
part in an optional survey. 

The intention was to find out the atti-
tudes, behaviors and standards of the 
faculty, staff, administrators and students 
at GRCC.

See Campus Climate, page 2
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Campus Police 
Reports
Compiled by
Warren Sink
Collegiate Staff

Medical
In the evening of Nov. 3, an officer re-
sponded to a report of a male student hav-
ing a seizure in Sneden Hall. The officer 
found the subject propped up on his left 
side. The subject refused to sit up or lay 
down. After the officer cleared the class-
room, a student who is a nurse remained 
and helped the officer. AMR arrived and 
said the subject would need no further 
medical treatment. The father of the sub-
ject was contacted and picked him up.

Fire Alarm
In the early morning of Nov. 3, the Grand 
Rapids Community College Police 
Department and the Grand Rapids Fire 
Department were alerted to a fire alarm 
in the Applied Technology Center. When 
an officer arrived at the scene, fire fight-
ers had already cleared the location. The 
alarm had tripped and there was no fire. 
The fire panel system had been newly 
updated.

Tresspass
In the late hours of Nov. 3, an officer was 
sent to Ford Fieldhouse. A subject was in 
the student locker room after hours. The 
officer met the subject, who was with his 
brother, a student at GRCC, while they 
were walking out of the locker room. The 
subjects said they were unaware that the 
gym was closed. The non-student was 
given a verbal warning for trespassing.

Medical
On Oct. 30, an officer was sent to the 
Calkins Science Building for a medi-
cal emergency that happened the week 
before. An instructor informed the officer 
that a student accidentally spilled sulfuric 
acid onto her jeans. The chemical burned 
through the fabric and burned her skin. The 
instructor immediately told the student to 
wash herself in the bathroom. Since the 
incident, the student said the burns have 
been healing.  

Public Urination
On Oct. 29, an officer responded to the 
south end of the Bostwick Commons in 
reference to a white male urinating and 
looking through garbage bins. A main-
tenance worker reported the incident 
to dispatch. The officer met the subject 
and was informed that he was a GRCC 
student. The student was run through the 
system, the officer found he had a warrant 
for his arrest by GRPD. The suspect was 
handcuffed. The officer confiscated and 
threw away a half-full 24-ounce can of 
Busch Beer. The suspect was lodged at 
Kent County Jail.

Elevator Emergency
On Oct. 29, a student stuck in an elevator 
on the fifth floor of Cook Hall called dis-
patch. An officer arrived and was able to 
open the elevator doors enough to talk to 
the student. Elevator service then arrived 
and opened the doors. The elevator was 
out of service the rest of the day. Main-
tenance was alerted of the incident. The 
elevator had malfunctioned three times in 
the last six days.

Trespass
In the late evening of Oct. 29, an officer 
observed a male walking from the Grand 
Rapids Public Library to the Bostwick 
Commons area. He was smoking an e-
cigarette, and the officer informed the sub-
ject of the no-smoking policy on the GRCC 
campus. The officer confiscated an open 
bottle of vodka and by protocol poured the 
contents onto the ground and disposed of 
it. The subject was given a verbal warning 
for trespassing. 

29 students graduate from GRCC police academy
GRCC

Bailey and Bristol win Board of Trustee seats

Deb Bailey and Cynthia Bristol won the 
election for the two open seats on the Grand 
Rapids Community College board of trust-
ees Nov. 4. Bailey received 66,474 votes, and 
Bristol came in 
second with a 
total of 56,547 
votes. Each 
woman beat out 
her campaign 
c o m p a n i o n 
in the elec-
tion. Bailey 
c a m p a i g n e d 
with Mike 
Paskewicz who 
came in third with 52,578 votes, and Bristol 
campaigned with James Harvey who totaled 
52,138 votes.

Bailey who is the Director of Global 
Corporate Relations for Steelcase, first 
joined the board in August of 2013.

“I am honored to be able to continue to 
my service to GRCC and the greater commu-
nity in my role as a trustee,” Bailey said. “I 
respect the leadership, faculty and staff of 
the college and I will continue to support 
student success as the focal point in all 
that we do…thank you to all that supported 
me and Mike Paskewicz. I am confident 

that Mike will continue to support GRCC 
in many other ways. I will look forward to 
welcoming Cynthia Bristol to the board.”

Bristol, a former GRCC music professor 
who retired in 2013, taught at the college for 
22 years.

“It will be my pleasure and honor to 
serve in a volun-
teer capacity on 
the GRCC board 
of trustees,” 
Bristol said. 
“ T h r o u g h o u t 
my campaign 
journey I met 
many commit-
ted residents 
to the college, 
supportive of 
its emphasis on providing the best educa-
tion possible for our students. The parents 
of current students reported their children 
were happy GRCC was the college of choice 
and benefitting from their educational expe-
rience, all of which confirmed my decision 
to run for a seat on the board…I am ready 
and willing to work with present board 
members and president Ender to the benefit 
of the students and college in its vision for 
the future.”

Bristol’s running partner, Harvey, was 
happy to see that she was given a chance to 
be to the board of trustees.

“I am disappointed that I don’t have a 
place on the board, but I am thrilled that my 
companion on the race won a seat,” Harvey 
said. “She shares my values.”

Paskewicz, Bailey’s running partner was 
also happy for his partener’s success in the 
election.

“I know that Deb Bailey will continue 
to provide the necessary leadership to 
assist the board of trustees as they provide 
strong governance of GRCC,” Paskewicz 
said. “I congratulate Cynthia Bristol for 
running a strong campaign that resulted in 
her election to the board…I will continue 
to support GRCC, President Ender, and the 
board of trustees as they provide a quality 
and affordable option (for) students who 
have just graduated from high school and 
for community members returning to GRCC 
to build their skill set.”

GRCC’s president Steven Ender said he 
was happy with the new additions to the 
board.

“I have worked with Deb ... and I think 
she has just been an outstanding board 
member,” Ender said. “I look forward to 
continuing my work with her. I met Cynthia 
probably a year ago, and she expressed 
interest in running for the board...I think the 
board willl be strengthened by these people 
taking seats at the table.”

DECISION 2014

By Jacquelyn Zeman
Managing/News Editor

Bailey Bristol

well as continue to work with veterans. 
Settlemyre currently works in GRCC’s 
Veteran’s Benefits office as a student assis-
tant. 

“I am transitioning out of the military, 
so this is a great opportunity for me to 
continue to work with troops and family 
members of veterans and help them in any 
way I can to make their transition to a new 
school better,” Settlemyre said.

“It’s a tough transition, when you are 
in the military you are used to being told 
what to do, and when to do it,” GRCC’s 
Veteran’s Benefits Coordinator, Janice 
Holton said. “Then that transition into 
civilian life can be very difficult, because 
now you figure out what you are going to 
do. No one is telling you what to do. Now 
add college on top of that, it makes it even 
harder. So it is a struggle that we all at 
some point try to help them with.”  

GRCC currently has 250 veterans on 
campus this semester, and was recently 
awarded the Military Friendly Schools 
designation from Victory Media. 

The award lists the top 20 percent of 

colleges, universities and trade schools 
in the country that are doing the best to 
make veterans, members of the service 
and their family members feel welcome 
on campus. GRCC has been on the list of 
Military Friendly Schools since 2009. 

“I am very pleased we are having this 
event honoring our student veterans,” 
Ender said. “I certainly do hope it is a 
yearly event. Sometimes we forget how 
much others have sacrificed for us, and 
this is just a great way for this institution 
to formally and publicly pay tribute to 
those who have served our country.” 

Holton, who helps coordinate veteran’s 
education benefits, organized the event 
that she also hopes will become an annual 
affair at GRCC. 

“We wanted to put it in conjunction 
with our 100 year anniversary, so we 
wanted to do something special this year,” 
Holton said. “I just think it is important 
that we all recognize veterans. Not just 
at our school, but across the country. So 
many have given their lives for us…to 
keep our freedoms for us, and it is such a 
special group of people… it is important 
that we honor them.”

Continued from page 1

Veterans
Continued from page 1

Campus Climate

Twenty-nine students from the Grand 
Rapids Community College Police Academy 
graduated on Nov. 6. The ceremony was 
held in the Ford Fieldhouse, and was 
attended by around 250 people, including 
close family and friends of the graduates. 

Jodi Richhart, Police Academy Director, 
opened the ceremony by acknowledge 
supporters of the program.

“I would like to thank the friends and 
family of our recruits for your dedication, 
your patience, and the encouragement you 
have given over the past year while these 
recruits have prepared for a career in law 
enforcement,” Richhart said. 

A video presentation was then shown 
that documented the 10-month training 
program that the graduates had to complete. 
Throughout the rest of the program, many 
recruits and instructors from the police 
academy gave awards and testimonials on 
the training the group went through. 

Jeffery Wysocki, a police academy grad-
uate, reflected on his time in at the police 
academy. 

“This year has been an amazing year.” 
Wysocki said. “The first day here we did a 
lot of physical training, did a lot of pushups 
and sit ups, and we were like ‘what did we 
get ourselves into? We had great instructors, 

we worked together as a squad. Our squad 
was a wide range of personalities from old 
to young…we went through a lot.” 

Awards were given out to many students 

who were graduating, as well as many 
instructors to recognize individual accom-
plishments from their time in the police 
academy.

By Jacquelyn Zeman
Managing/News Editor

Police Academy students filed into the Ford Fieldhouse for the graduation 
ceremony following their 10-month training.

JONATHAN D. LOPEZ/PHOTO EDITOR

A total of 3,289 people filled out the 
survey, 2,771 students and 518 faculty, 
staff and administrators.

The results of the survey showed that 
84 percent of respondents were “comfort-
able or very comfortable” with GRCC’s 
campus climate, while 11 percent of the 
respondents believed they had personally 
experienced “exclusionary, intimidating 
or hostile environments” at the college.

In a press release from the college, 
Eric Williams, executive director for 
equity and inclusion, said, “We’re pleased 
with the number of campus community 
members who took the time to help us 
conduct this survey. 

These results will give us a baseline on 
diversity and inclusion at GRCC to help us 
build on our strengths, better understand 
our challenges, and guide us as we actual-
ize our commitment to having an inclusive 
campus.”
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Student Alliance is hosting a photo 
and illustration contest for clubs on 
campus to earn additional funding for 
their club.

In order to participate, a club must 
submit a photo of their club meeting with 
their members, then vote on their club 
until the contest ends.

For every 10 votes, the club will 
receive a ticket in a raffle to win one of 
three prizes. The top prize is $100 added 
to a club’s budget, and the runner-up 
prizes are $50 added to a club’s budget.

Final submissions are due Nov. 13, 
and can be turned into the Student 
Alliance Facebook page.

Student Alliance hosts 
contest for clubs to earn 
extra funding

NEWS BRIEFS

NEW TRAIN STATION REPLACES ‘AMSHACK’

West Michigan dignitaries and local 
community members gathered Oct. 27 to 
celebrate the highly anticipated opening 
of the Vernon J. Ehlers Amtrak Station in 
Grand Rapids.

The groundbreaking took place in 2011, 
but numerous construction delays caused 
the opening to be pushed back several 
times.

Replacing what many referred to as the 
“Amshack” that was located on the corner 
of Wealthy St. and Market Ave., the station’s 
new location, 440 Century Ave. S.W. is next 
to the Rapid bus terminal and will be a great 
welcome for travelers. The new station 
offers easy access to the city’s major bus 
routes, taxi service, and downtown Grand 
Rapids.

“This station represents another entity 
being offered in a vibrant urban region,” 
said state transportation commissioner 
Lynn Afendoulis.

Amtrak reports each year, some 50,000 

riders travel in and out of Grand Rapids. 
Currently there is only one train leaving 
and returning each day that serves Grand 
Rapids. Local and 
state leaders are 
asking for more.

“Amtrak is 
important, not only 
for the Midwest 
but for good parts 
of the country, U.S 
Representative Fred 
Upton said. “It would 
be great to have two 
round trips. Maybe 
that’s in the offing.”

The $6.1 million 
station is named 
after former West 
Michigan congress-
man Vernon Ehlers, 
and was funded by 
a $4.6 million grant 
from the Department 
of Transportation. 
Ehlers served on the 

House Transportation committee. Other 
federal, state and local funds were raised to 
help with the cost.

By John Rothwell
Collegiate Staff

JOHN ROTHWELL/COLLEGIATE STAFF

An Amtrak Train sits along the platform at the new Grand Rapids Station on October 27 for the grand opening.

GRAND RAPIDS

JOHN ROTHWELL/COLLEGIATE STAFF

Marla Ehlers (center in red), daughter of former congress-
man Vern Ehlers, partakes in the ribbon cutting ceremony 
officially opening the new Grand Rapids Amtrak Station 
honoring her father’s name.

Compiled by 
Jacquelyn Zeman
Managing/News Editor

GRCC anniversary book, ‘Open Door’ now on sale
GRCC

Former Grand Rapids Community 
College English professor, Walt Lockwood, 
along with assistance of GRCC reference 
librarian and archivist, Mike Klawitter, 
published the school’s 100-year anniversary 
book, ‘Open Door.’

Lockwood started working on the book 
about a year and a half ago, and said his 
inspiration behind the book was simply the 
100 year anniversary.

“I had written with Jim Schafer the 
musical (Open Door) first, so we had been 
researching the history,” Lockwood said. “It 
seemed like it would be a natural segway…
and it was a great experience.” 

Lockwood said this was his first experi-
ence with writing a history.

“I am a screenwriter, I had never done 
a history before, so it was new to me, but it 
was very fun because it had to do with many 
people that I knew and that I had to become 
reacquainted with,” Lockwood said. “It also 
had to do with a school I cared a great deal 
about…this is no bologna. This is a great 
place, and it really is a great school. I’ve had 
three kids come through here.” 

Klawitter said putting the book itself 
together was quite a project that involved 
many people on campus.

“The manuscript took about a year, and 
it took about another three to four months 
on layout and design,” Klawitter said. “The 

school did the 
layout and design, 
and then we took 
it to custom print-
ers…it was mainly 
an in house produc-
tion.”

Klaas Kwant, 
GRCC’s Video 
Content Production 
Manager also 
helped Lockwood 
conduct some inter-
views for the proj-
ect.  

“Klaas and I 
did video inter-
views with people 
who were alive for 
important parts 
of the college, 
including Richard 
Calkins, who died a 
few months after,” 
Lockwood said. 

Lockwood said while has been involved 
with the school for many years, he still 
learned a lot while putting the book together.

“The foundational material came from 
that, the archives, the Grand Rapids Public 
Library, and anywhere we could find it,” 
Lockwood said. “So it was kind of first hand 
information. Much of it came from people 
who had lived it. I lived a bunch of it because 
I started teaching here the year of the 50th 

anniversary of the college…I am still here 50 
years later…I have experienced a lot of it.”

Signed copies of the book are available 
for purchase in the library for $40. The 
book includes one hundred years of GRCC’s 
distinct history in 10 full-color chapters, 
each highlighting significant events and 
people who contributed to the college’s 
success.

By Jacquelyn Zeman
Managing/News Editor

Walter Lockwood (left) signed copies of Open Door books 
before the show as archivist Mike Klawitter (right) assisted in 
handing out books.

JACQUELYN ZEMAN / MANAGING/NEWS EDITOR

Grand Rapids Community College 
will be showcasing new mechatronics 
equipment to local employers from 7:30 
to 9 a.m. and 4:30 to 6 p.m. in rooms 
122-124 of the Applied Technology 
Center on Nov. 13. The event includes 
breakfast or hors d’oeuvres, depending 
on the session.

About 25 to 30 local employers will be 
updated on curriculum changes, tour the 
lab and watch demonstrations during the 
mechatronics sessions.

“This is our first mechatronics 
system,” said Roger Kelley, assistant 
professor of electricity at GRCC stated in 
a press release. 

“This new equipment will allow us 
to bring curriculum from five other 
courses into a single course to help 
enforce a ‘system’ versus ‘components’ 
approach with students. GRCC’s new 
Mechatronics and Controls capstone 
course will prepare students to be able to 
analyze the details of controls and relate 
the details to a complete manufacturing 
system.”

GRCC shows off new 
mechatronics equipment

Grand Rapids Community College 
will be closing down its buildings for 
Thanksgiving and the semester break.

The buildings will be closed for 
Thanksgiving Nov. 26 through Nov. 30, 
and for the semester break from Dec. 14 
through Jan. 7.

For more information view the school 
the calendar at bit.ly/1tYDs2V.

GRCC closes for the 
holidays

Campus Activities Board will host its 
annual exam stress busters from 10 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. on the 2nd floor of the Student 
Community Center on Dec. 3.

“We contacted the West Michigan 
Therapy Dogs, and we are going to have a 
part of the multipurpose room set up for 
dogs and puppies to come in for students 
to play with,” CAB’s President, Brandon 
Sinclair said.

Wingman from HotFM will also be 
there. Hot dogs and puppy chow will 
be provided, as well as at least twelve 
massage therapists.

“The reason why we have a stress 
buster is to give students a reason to relax 
before exams,” Sinclair said. “Students 
are going to be cramming (lots of) infor-
mation, and if they have an opportunity 
that presents themselves to eat a meal 
for free when if they are having financial 
issues we want them to not worry about 
buying food.”

The event costs the group $8,000, but 
is free for students to attend. 

Campus Activities Board 
hosts exam stress busters
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FOR BOOKS
GET BUCKS

IN-STORE OR ONLINE AT  

BUYBACK.COM
GRAND RAPIDS COMMUNITY COLLEGE BOOKSTORE

STUDENT COMMUNITY CENTER | GRCCSHOP.COM
/GRANDRAPIDSCCBKSTR



This year marks the 50th anniversary 
of “Display,” and time is running out to 
submit work.

Once every semester the Art and 
English Departments at Grand Rapids 
Community College work together to 
publish a magazine that features work 
created exclusively by GRCC students.

All the works are selected by a commit-
tee of four students.

Faculty from each department meet 
with the advisers of the magazine, Robin 
Van Rooyen and Maryann Lesert, from Art 
and English respectively, and two students 
from each department are picked to curate 
the work for the magazine.

“At that point Maryann and myself 
will approach the students and ask if 

they would like 
to take on the 
responsibil ity,” 
Van Rooyen said. 
“So far, no one 
has turned us 
down.”

According to 
Van Rooyen, the 
students may not 
always make the 
decisions that faculty would agree with in 
the end, but the advisers leave the deci-
sions up to the student jurors.

“We try to focus on quality concepts,” 
Van Rooyen said. “That being said, 
(Maryann and I) have no say in what is ulti-
mately selected for the magazine. That is 
entirely up to the students … Historically 
(the students) have made great decisions.”

The deadline for publishing a piece of 
writing (short fiction, essays, poetry, one 
act plays) is Nov. 13, with the art (photog-
raphy, drawing, painting, design) deadline 
a week later on Nov. 20.

After the final selections are made, a 
publication date will be decided.

The Grand Rapids Downtown Market  
is getting a new restaurant in the spring of 
2015.  Slows Bar B-Q, a successful down-
town Detroit restaurant that is known 
for its slow-cooked barbeque will fill the 
market’s southeast side, which is located 
at the corner of Ionia and Logan Street.

“Slows is a notable success in down-
town Detroit,” said Mimi Fritz. “Its upcy-
cled atmosphere, delicious menu, commit-
ments and their craft make them an 
ideal addition to the Downtown Market. 
We are thrilled to introduce Slows and 
their authentic take on barbeque to West 
Michigan.”

Slows is the first restaurant  to commit 
to the Downtown Market, and its first 
expansion outside of Detroit.

“Grand Rapids is awesome, and a 
vibrant community,” Brian Parrone, execu-
tive chef and part owner of Slows said. “We 
are looking forward to being part of the 
Downtown Market.”

Slows opened in 2005 on Michigan 
Avenue, in the part of Detroit known as 
Corktown. It has become one of the most 
popular places for barbeque in Michigan 
and has received recognition in national 
food and entertainment media. Slows was 
featured on an episode of Man vs. Food.
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Collegiate Staff
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FOOD

Slows Bar BQ Executive Chef Brian 
Perrone stands next to the sign for the 
new location inside Downtown Market

Slows Bar B-Q joint coming to 
Downtown Market spring 2015

Flu season is here, but it’s not too late to 
avoid it.  

The flu is caused when the influenza 
virus infects the respiratory tract. The virus 
can cause severe illness and life-threatening 
complications that can lead to death. The 
CDC estimated that in the United States each 
year approximately five to 20 percent of the 
population gets the flu and more than 20,0000 
people are hospitalized from seasonal flu 
related complications.

In Kent County, five people died last year 
from the flu, all were over 60.

Lisa Laplante, Communication Manager 
of the Kent County Health Department said, 
“there were three people that died from the flu 
who were under the age of 18 (in Michigan).”

There were 753 cases of influenza virus, 
in 2013, in Kent County according to the Kent 
County Health Department. Laplante added 
that “ten percent of (people) ages 18 to 24 
were vaccinated.” 

One of the best ways to avoid getting the 
flu is to get vaccinated every year. 

There are two types of flu vaccine avail-
able, the flu shot and the nasal flu vaccine 
(flu mist). The shot administers the vaccine 
through injection, usually into the upper arm. 
The flu mist is sprayed into the nose. 

Laplante said the best steps to flu preven-
tion are getting the flu shot and frequent hand-
washing during winter.  

Places to get the flu vaccine vary. CVS, 
Walgreens, Rite Aid, Family Fair, Hospitals, 
and some work places even offer the flu 
vaccine to their employees free of charge. 
Other places offer the vaccine for free.

By Martine Coly
Collegiate Staff

HEALTH

Grand Rapids Community College 
Coordinator of Retention and former 
student, Chris Sain Jr., was recently listed 
in the Grand Rapids Business Journal’s 
40 under Forty Business Leaders. The list 
labels the most innovative people under the 
age of forty in the Grand Rapids area.

Sain was caught unaware by his nomi-
nation. He called the surprise an “honor,” 
and attributed his place on the list to the 
hours of work he does for the community.

Sain started Grand C.I.T.Y. Sports, a 
faith-based nonprofit organization, that 
guides urban youth through education 
and sports to a realistically viable future 
as adults. He aspires to be a model in the 
community for people of all ages. 

Sain attended Ottawa Hills High School, 
growing up on the southeast side of Grand 
Rapids. He spoke of the culture he was 
born in, and the uphill climb that results. 

“I come from an environment that’s 
plagued with devastation and desolation,” 
Sain said. “We come from an environment 
where violence is high, where poverty 
is high, where crime is high, and when 
those things are prevalent, the community 
becomes hopeless.”

Sain left Grand Rapids, and enrolled at 
Michigan State University in 2001. He was 
a walk-on for the football team. After two 
years Sain left MSU and returned to Grand 
Rapids to be more involved with his family, 

and attended GRCC for a semester. Saginaw 
Valley State eventually offered him a foot-
ball scholarship in 2005, and he finished 
college there in 2007, earning his bachelor’s 
degree in social work. The following year, 
he earned his master’s degree in clinical 
social work from an accelerated program 
at Wayne State University. 

From there, Sain worked at the 
University of Notre Dame and Berrien 
County Juvenile Center, as a mentor 
towards those he feels an underlying 
connection to. Eventually Sain became the 
retention coordinator at GRCC. His work is 
centered on helping those that can benefit 
from his story.

Sain recently published a memoir, 
“Dumb Athlete,” documenting his life grow-
ing up in an impoverished community and 
how he managed to empower himself. 

Sain spoke of the work it took to write 
a book and compared the experience to 
graduating college. 

“Going to college and earning a degree 
doesn’t make you smarter, it just means 
that you are more self-disciplined than 
most,” Sain said.

Despite spending only a semester at 
GRCC, Sain “[has] always desired to be 
here.” 

As the retention coordinator, Sain works 
is to help students realize their potential in 
school and life and keep them enrolled. 

“I’m happy to be here in a position 
where I can impact people’s lives,” Sain 
said.

By Warren Sink
Collegiate Staff

JONATHAN D. LOPEZ/PHOTO EDITOR

GRCC’s Chris Sain listed in GR 
Business Journal’s 40 under Forty

GRCC student art, 
magazine ‘Display’ 
celebrates 50 years

© 2013 MCT

How to wash your hands
Whether using antibacterial or regular soap, consumers will get 
the best results by following proper hand-washing procedures. 
The main benefit of hand-washing is its ability to dislodge and 
wash away bacteria and viruses rather than killing them. 
Here are some tips:

Water Start with warm 
water because you want to 

be comfortable and because 
water hot enough to kill germs 
would likely injure you; warm 
water may help with soap 
lathering

Lather Lather the palms, 
in between the fingers, on 

the back of hands and under 
the fingernails; scoop the soap 
from the palm with the fingers 
of the other hand and scrub 
around the nails and nail beds  
and then your thumbs and 
wrists

Rinse Thoroughly rinse 
all the soap from your 

hands, with the whole process 
lasting around 25 seconds

Dry Dry hands with a 
paper towel because if 

you haven’t thoroughly 
washed your hands, you can 
contaminate a towel that a 
whole family uses; throw 
away the paper towel in a 
waste basket when done

Soap Touchless pumps 
are optimal as bars or 

pumps can harbor bacteria 
from other people who use 
them; follow the instructions 
on the recommended amounts 
of soap to use

Jewelry Remove any rings 
or jewelry or watches

For high-risk situations 
If changing a dirty 
diaper or handling 
raw chicken, you 
may want to both 
wash your hands, 
then finish with an 
alcohol-based 
hand sanitizer

Source: Allison Aiello, associate professor 
of epidemiology at the Center for Social 
Epidemiology and Population Health at 
the University of Michigan at Ann Arbor
Graphic: Rick Tuma, Chicago Tribune
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Flu season nothing to sneeze at

By Sean P. Mulhall
Editor-in-Chief

GRCC

As part of the upcoming three-year 
Strategic Plan, Grand Rapids Community 
College will work to offer further assis-
tance to Latino students. 

The College’s Strategic Plan is estab-
lished every three years and it “outlines 
the strategies, action projects, project 
champions and indicators of success that 
will drive our work during the next three 
years,” according to the GRCC website. 

The new plan will be implemented 
between 2014 and 2017, and one of its strat-
egies was created to “provide additional 
student support for Latino students.” 

Fourteen GRCC staff members will 
work together as a team in order to accom-
plish the established goals for that strat-
egy. The team is led by the College Success 
Center Associate Director Domingo 
Hernandez-Gomez. 

Hernandez-Gomez explained that the 
project is divided into three different strat-
egies. 

The first strategy is based on improv-
ing existing services at the College such 
as developing the GRCC website and the 
application in Spanish and updating the list 
of bilingual staff. 

The second strategy is focused on 

creating new services for Latino students. 
These include the opening of a Latino 
Center on campus in order to “create a 
space” for the GRCC Latino community. 
The creation of the space is currently in 
planning stages and may be used to offer 
services such as workshops and study 
spaces to students. 

According to Hernandez-Gomez, the 
goal is that the Latino Center will be run by 
the Hispanic Student Organization along 
with the team working on the Strategic 
Plan. 

Another service that has already been 
implemented is the offering of two sections 
of the CLS 100 course geared towards 
Latino students. These sections are being 
offered for the upcoming winter semester. 

The third strategy is aimed at increas-
ing community involvement at GRCC. The 
team will work to connect Latino students 
with the Grand Rapids community. Their 
efforts would include reaching out to high 
schools, churches, and parents in order to 
enhance the students’ college experience. 
A leadership program for Latino students 
would also be implemented with help from 
community members. 

Hernandez-Gomez said that the project 
is being implemented because “we would 
like our students to do better (and) to be 
successful here at GRCC.” 

By Carla Villasana-Acosta
Collegiate Contributor

GRCC plans for Latino Initiative
DIVERSITY LEARNING CENTER
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Tom Brokaw, the longtime former 
anchor of "NBC Nightly News" will 
always be TV journalism royalty, but 
Tuesday night, Brokaw introduced 
America to a new star in the Brokaw 
house: his cellphone.

Brokaw was live on MSNBC on 
Tuesday discussing midterm elec-
tion results with Rachel Maddow and 
Chris Matthews when they were inter-
rupted by a loud, disruptive alert sound. 
Maddow tried to dismiss it as ambient 
noise, but Brokaw quickly fessed up: It 
was the alarm on his cellphone that had 
begun going off.

"I thought you were on fire," Maddow 
joked.

Many anchors would have quickly 
turned off the alarm and continued about 
their business, but Brokaw has obvi-
ously been taking some improv classes 
these days, because he chose to turn the 
cellphone mishap into a "bit."

Pressing the phone to his ear, Brokaw 
engaged in a one-sided conversation.

"Yes, I will remember to bring home 
the milk. ... Don't worry about it," Brokaw 
said. "I'll feed the dog in the morning. 
Just sleep in, it's going to be OK."

Many viewers took to Twitter to say 
that Brokaw's cellphone shtick was the 
highlight of the evening.

MSNBC commentator Keith Boykin 
tweeted, "Guess they didn't have that 
problem when he was an anchor in the 
90s."

By Patrick Kevin Day
Los Angeles Times (MCT)

Tom Brokaw’s 
cellphone becomes 
election-night star 
on MSNBC

TELEVISION

WASHINGTON — Republicans seized 
control of the U.S. Senate Tuesday, mobiliz-
ing voter discontent with President Barack 
Obama across the country and setting up 
partisan economic and foreign policy show-
downs over the final two years of his presi-
dency.

The Republican Party will control both 
houses of Congress for the first time in eight 
years. It will be the first time since Obama 
took office that he will not have a friendly 
Senate and the first time he's faced an entire 
Congress under opposition control.

Leading the Senate will be Mitch 
McConnell, the Kentucky Republican who 
successfully crushed Democrats' expen-
sive bid to oust him. In the House of 
Representatives, Speaker John Boehner of 
Ohio could lead the biggest Republican bloc 
in 65 years.

The two leaders vowed Tuesday to push 
the Republican agenda quickly and aggres-
sively when the new Congress convenes in 
January.

"Tonight, Kentuckians said we can do 
better as a nation," McConnell said in his 
victory speech in Louisville. "Tonight, they 
said we can have real change in Washington. 
Real change, and that's just what I intend to 
deliver."

Boehner, who has watched Republican 
bill after bill die for years in the Democratic-
led Senate, pledged votes on "common-
sense jobs and energy bills that passed the 
Republican-led House in recent years with 
bipartisan support but were never even 
brought to a vote by the outgoing Senate 
majority."

Senate Democrats tried to be 

conciliatory. "The message from voters is 
clear: they want us to work together," said 
Majority Leader Harry Reid, D-Nev.

Maybe. Voters from coast to coast 
signaled Tuesday they're eager for 
Republicans to act. The party won 
Democratic-held Senate seats in Arkansas, 
Colorado, Iowa, Montana, North Carolina, 
South Dakota and West Virginia, assuring 
them of majority control of the Senate for 
the first time since January 2007. Among the 
Democratic losses were incumbent sena-
tors in Arkansas, Colorado, North Carolina.

Other possible Republican pickups 
loomed in Alaska and in a December runoff 
election in Louisiana.

Democratic efforts to offset the 
Republican momentum with gains of their 
own failed.

In Kentucky, McConnell easily beat 
Democratic Secretary of State Alison 
Lundergan Grimes. The Democrats had 
hopes for a Republican seat in Georgia, 
but Michelle Nunn fell to Republican busi-
nessman David Perdue. And in Kansas, 
Democrats appeared to be counting on 
Greg Orman, running as an independent 
against Sen. Pat Roberts, a Republican. Vice 
President Joe Biden earlier Tuesday called 
Orman "an independent who will be with 
us in the state of Kansas." It wasn't enough. 
Roberts held the seat.

Democrats did hold New Hampshire, 
where Sen. Jeanne Shaheen turned back 
a strong challenge from former Sen. Scott 
Brown. And they stopped the Republicans, 
at least for now, in Louisiana. Since no 
one got a majority, Democratic Sen. Mary 
Landrieu will face Republican Rep. Bill 
Cassidy in a runoff next month.

Democrats were defending 21 Senate 
seats to the Republicans' 15. Seven of the 

Democratic seats were in states that went 
for Republican presidential nominee Mitt 
Romney in 2012 against Obama. Five elected 
Republicans, all in states where Obama's 
approval rating sank and Democrats tried 
to put distance between themselves and the 
president.

Republican Rep. Shelley Moore Capito 
will become West Virginia's first female 
senator. Other winners included Rep. Tom 
Cotton in Arkansas, Rep. Steve Daines 
in Montana, House Speaker Thom Tillis 
in North Carolina and former Gov. Mike 
Rounds in South Dakota.

"This is probably the worst possible 
group of states for Democrats since Dwight 
Eisenhower," Obama said Tuesday on 
WNPR in Connecticut.

In House races, two Democratic incum-
bents fell: Rep. Nick Rahall of West Virginia 
and Rep. Joe Garcia of Florida. Rahall, first 
elected to the House in 1976, was the victim 
of a GOP surge in a state that's trended 
increasingly Republican.

By David Lightman
McClatchy Washington Bureau (MCT)

Republicans seize Senate, 
set up clash with Obama
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The Obama administration on Thursday 
will publish new regulations intended to 
target for-profit career colleges that leave 
students with debts they cannot repay.

The U.S. Department of Education rules 
will sanction schools with students who 
carry too much debt compared with their 
earnings after graduation. Programs that 
fail to meet debt-to-income requirements 
for two out of three consecutive years 
would lose eligibility for federal student 
loans and grants _ the primary revenue 
stream at for-profit colleges.

The for-profit college industry includes 
schools such as the University of Phoenix, 
ITT Technical Institute and Everest College, 
owned by Corinthian Colleges Inc., based 
in Orange County, Calif. Corinthian has 
been in the crosshairs of more than a dozen 
state and federal regulators for more than 
a year amid allegations that the company 
falsified student job placement rates and 
steered students into high-interest loans.

The Santa Ana, Calif.-based company 
announced in July that it would sell the 
vast majority of its campuses, after the 
Department of Education restricted access 
to federal student loans and grants.

U.S. Education Secretary Arne Duncan 
said the new regulations are intended 
to weed out programs that rely heavily 
on taxpayer subsidies but don’t follow 
through on promises of career training.

“The quality of these programs today 
varies tremendously,” Duncan said in a 
briefing with reporters Wednesday. “While 
some are strong, today too many of these 
programs fail to provide the training 
(students) need, while burying them in 
debt they cannot repay.”

Some for-profit schools receive up to 90 
percent of their revenue from federal loans 
and grants.

Students at for-profit schools default 
on federal loans at a much higher rate than 
those at traditional public colleges _ more 
than 19 percent after three years, compared 
with less than 13 percent at public institu-
tions. For-profit schools enroll about 11 
percent of all college students, but the 
sector is responsible for 44 percent of 
student loan defaults.

The move by the Education Department 
is a second attempt at regulating career 
colleges, after a federal judge struck down 
an earlier version of the rules in 2012. An 
industry trade group successfully sued to 
halt the regulations, calling them “arbi-
trary.”

The rules apply to for-profit colleges 
and certificate programs at community 
colleges and private nonprofit schools. The 
regulations apply to each college’s specific 
programs, such as criminal justice or nurs-
ing, meaning some could be disqualified 
while others remain eligible.

The Education Department will 
judge schools by tracking their gradu-
ates’ finances, using Social Security 
Administration data. To pass the test, grad-
uates must have annual loan payments that 
are less than 20 percent of discretionary 
earnings (based on a complex formula set 
by the federal government that compares 
income to certain poverty levels) or 8 
percent of total earnings.

Programs with higher debt-to-income 
burdens for several years in a row would 
be disqualified. For example, programs 
would lose eligibility if graduates have loan 
payments that are more than 12 percent of 
total income and 30 percent of discretion-
ary income in two out of three consecutive 
years.

The new regulations also require 
programs to prominently disclose informa-
tion on graduation rates and loan debt to 
prospective students.

The department estimated that approx-
imately 1,400 programs would fail the 

debt-to-income test out of 5,500 covered 
by the regulations.

Both the for-profit college industry and 
its critics took issue with the new regula-
tions.

An industry trade group, the 
Association of Private Sector Colleges and 
Universities, called it a “fundamentally 
flawed and misguided proposal.”

“The regulation will hurt the very 
students it is intended to help by restricting 
educational access for millions of students 
and unfairly targeting certain institutions,” 
Steve Gunderson, the group’s president 
and chief executive, said in a statement.

Several student advocacy groups 
argued the rules were too weak. The 
administration dropped an earlier part 
of the rule, for example, that would have 
also penalized programs with too many 
students defaulting on loans.

“While the administration deserves 
praise for issuing a final rule despite 
relentless lobbying by the for-profit college 
industry, it can and must do much more 
to protect students and taxpayers from 
well-documented abuses,” said Pauline 
Abernathy, vice president of the Institute 
for College Access & Success, an Oakland, 
Calif., group that focuses on student debt 
issues.

By Chris Kirkham
Los Angeles Times (MCT)

New Obama administration rules target for-profit colleges
EDUCATION

WASHINGTON _ Climate change driven 
by the burning of fossil fuels is already 
affecting life on every continent and in the 
oceans, and the window is closing rapidly 
for governments to avert the worst damage 
expected to occur later this century, scien-
tists warned in one of the loudest alarms 
yet sounded by the international scientific 

community.
The report, issued Sunday, arrives as 

international negotiators prepare to meet 
in Lima, Peru, in December to establish 
parameters for an eventual agreement on 
cutting heat-trapping emissions, a goal that 
has eluded the international community 
since talks began more than 20 years ago 
on the necessity of action. Negotiators are 
aiming to sign a deal in Paris in December 
2015.

Written by the United Nations' 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change, or IPCC, which regularly reviews 
and synthesizes the latest climate research, 
the report says there are more heat-trapping 
gases in the atmosphere than at any time in 
at least the last 800,000 years, and that most 
of them came from the combustion of fossil 
fuels since the advent of widespread indus-
trialization in the late 1800s. The effects 
of global warming are already being felt in 
rising sea levels, ocean acidification and 
more extreme weather events, especially 
heat waves and droughts, which have begun 
to affect crop yields and water availability.

The steps taken so far by countries 
to reduce or mitigate emissions are not 
enough, the scientists said, and under the 
business-as-usual scenario, the world runs 
the risk of consequences so grave that they 

are irreversible and cannot be adapted to.
"Without additional mitigation efforts 

beyond those in place today, and even with 
adaptation, warming by the end of the 21st 
century will lead to high to very high risk of 
severe, widespread and irreversible impacts 
globally," the report says.

The IPCC assessment is one of the 
bluntest to date after years of reports that 
have warned the global community about 
climate change. Actions by the world's 
governments over the next year will reveal 
if the science has ignited meaningful action 
on cutting emissions. In crafting the report, 
a key summary of findings that would 
have made it easier to understand was 
cut because the governments that sign off 
on the document could not agree on what 
should be included. That raises questions 
about whether they can agree on something 
much more complex, such as reductions in 
pollution.

"This is the strongest statement yet of 
the risks of climate change and the steps 
we need to take," said Tim Profeta, director 
of the Nicholas Institute for Environmental 
Policy Solutions at Duke University. "But at 
what point does the stridency of the report 
affect policymaking, so that we take steps 
commensurate with the risks? Will it change 
the debate in Peru and in Paris?"

In the United States, proponents of 
cutting heat-trapping emissions welcomed 
the forceful report.

"We can't prevent a large-scale disaster 
if we don't heed this kind of hard science," 
said Secretary of State John F. Kerry. "The 
longer we are stuck in a debate over ideol-
ogy and politics, the more the costs of inac-
tion grow and grow."

Two weeks ago, the State Department's 
top climate envoy, Todd Stern, said the 
U.S. was considering a proposal to combat 
climate change that would require countries 
to offer plans for curtailing greenhouse gas 
emissions on a certain schedule but would 
leave it to individual nations to determine 
how deep their cuts would be.

Earlier approaches taken by the interna-
tional community to mandate certain levels 
of emission cuts got little buy-in from large 
polluters such as the United States and 
China. But some countries fear that with the 
approach the U.S. now backs, countries will 
not make the kinds of reductions needed to 
keep the average global temperature from 
rising beyond 2 degrees on the Celsius scale, 
or 3.6 degrees on the Fahrenheit scale, from 
pre-industrial levels. The 2-degrees-Celsius 
threshold is the point beyond which scien-
tists estimate certain catastrophic, irrevers-
ible changes would occur.

By Neela Banerjee
Tribune Washington Bureau (MCT)

Warning in climate change report is loudest yet by scientists
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Concerns on global warming
A YouGov poll asked Americans how serious a problem they 
think global warming is.

% “Very serious”
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Thousands poured into Princeton 
University’s gymnasium Tuesday in 
Princeton, N.J., to hear wisdom from the 
man in the orange baseball cap.

“What is the key to happiness?” a student 
asked him.

The Dalai Lama thought for a moment.
“Money,” he replied.
And as laughter began rippling through 

the room he added: “Or sex.”
But no one was laughing louder than 

the 79-year-old spiritual leader of Tibetan 
Buddhism, on campus and wearing a 
Princeton cap in addition to his traditional 
robes, to deliver a lecture titled “Develop 
the Heart.”

His Holiness was only kidding about 
the money and sex, of course, and once the 
laughter had died down he returned to the 
theme of his talk.

“Develop inner strength. Self-
confidence,” he said, touching his left hand 
to his heart. “But sometimes self-confidence 
can be negative.” It should be driven instead 
by compassion, he said, “so you carry your 
work, your actions truthfully, honestly... 
transparently.”

Later, asked how to incorporate 
Buddhist principles “into the demands of a 
very busy lifestyle?” he spoke of the need 
for egolessness. “I never consider that I am 
something special,” he told the crowd of 
4,300.

“I never think ‘I am His Holiness, the 
14th Dalai Lama.”

By David O’Reilly
The Philadelphia Inquirer (MCT)

MICHAEL S. WIRTZ/PHILADELPHIA INQUIRER/MCT

Dalai Lama answers ancient question: 
Money or sex?

The Dalai Lama laughs during his talk, “Develop the Heart: A talk with his 
Holiness the 14th Dalai Lama,” held on Oct. 28, 2014, at the Princeton University 
gymnasium in Princeton, N.J.
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The so-called battle between cops and 
skateboarders has been going on for a long 
time, and for community college it’s a prob-
lem right now. It doesn’t help that the repu-
tation of skateboarders has been far from 
admirable.

People think of skateboarders as these 
grimy punks who look around for trouble 
to get into. Can that be the case sometimes 
or are they people like you and I? A person 
who picks up a skateboard can range from 
all sorts of different people. They’re trying 
to plant their feet in one of the fastest grow-
ing sports in America. Where has the line 
been drawn for the skateboard community, 
and how have people been responding to 
that. 

Things got really serious for police in 
June of 2012, when a man fell from the sixth 
story of the parking garage and ended up 
with serious injuries, including a broken 
back. This was covered by WOODTV8 that 
week. His longboard was found on the 
top floor of the parking ramp, next to his 
German Shepard.

Although this incident stimulated some 
enterprise at the Grand Rapids Community 
College Campus Police, they are keeping 
the streets clean from skateboards for other 
reasons. The main issue that people have 
with skateboarders is that they can some-
times cause damage to property. Also skate-
boarders are closely related with graffiti, 
which has also been a problem downtown. 

I think that skateboarders get cracked 
down on too much as a culture. Their 
purpose isn’t to cause damage to property, 
and I think that a lot of skaters get punished 
for the one skater that did deface property 
a long time ago. At times it’s easy to pin 

everything on the same group.
Skateboarding is not an unpracti-

cal choice for transportation to and from 
school. I know several skaters and long-
boarders alike who prefer it as mode of 
transportation. It’s funny, from what I’ve 
seen and experienced myself, the kids 
zipping too and from class and not causing 
any trouble, usually don’t get any trouble in 
return. 

Skateboarding is a growing sport, and 
it’s doing so at such a fast rate that it’s hard 
to predict where it will be in a few years. 
As it’s growing as a society, the culture is 
becoming more and more accepting of it 
each year as well. On June 21 of this year 
Bustin Longboards held the Urban Downhill 
Event. When people raced at high speeds 
down Lyon and Fountain streets a crowd 
gathered to watch.

Every day I see skateboarders down-
town, going to or from one place or another. 
It doesn’t seem that something with such 
popularity should have such consequences. 
You’ll most likely be slapped with a $100 
ticket, but I’ve known some kids who’ve 
gotten their boards taken away too. You 
can eventually get it back, and that makes it 
slightly arbitrary. 

As long as I follow the rules, don’t 
damage anything or create a public scene, 
I usually avoid trouble. It’s written that 
any use of the parking ramps for trespass-
ing or skateboarding can result in crimi-
nal charges, but I don’t think that cutting 
through campus quickly is a written rule. 
It’s usually when I stop minding my own 
business that I get stopped.

This is a beautiful sport, and people that 
want to try it can work together to change 
the public’s perception of skaters. Don’t 
damage property, maybe put wax on your 
trucks instead of a ledge. Don’t cut through 
traffic, causing a scene, and when a police 
officer asks you to leave a spot, do it. 

The rules aren’t there to ruin our fun, 
and if skateboarders started acting with 
more respect, I believe they’d get more 
respect in return They shouldn’t have to be 
looked at with suspicion.

It’s convenient, a great source of trans-
portation, and not too mention it brings a 
certain group of people a very large amount 
of joy. Maybe, one day, skateboards will ride 
with alongside bikes, but until then skate-
boarders have to be careful. 

The air is getting crisp, and the leaves 
are turning beautiful colors in between. The 
season is changing, and that’s not the only 
thing. 

One of my favorite times of the year is 
fall, perfect sweatshirt weather, with the 
ability to be active outside and not have 
to worry about dying of heat exhaustion. 
Michigan’s beauty really shines in Autumn. 
Summer has flowers, but Michigan’s fall has 
vegetables and apples. 

One of my favorite activities is to wake 
up early and enjoy a walk through Heritage 
Hill ending at the Fulton Street Farmers 
Market. In the buzzing crowd you see many 
veteran market shoppers, and many people 
taking in the market experience for the first 
time. It is a nice activity supporting the local 
community.

The appeal of the farmers market is 
obvious. Fresher produce, cheaper prices, 
and the support of local farmers. At the 

farmers market there is access to interest-
ing strains of vegetables you wouldn’t see at 
a traditional grocery store. 

Greens, brussels sprouts, sweet pota-
toes, pumpkins, and apples. These are the 
flavors I dream of all summer, so when fall 
comes you better believe I stock up big time 
at the market! 

At the market you can find brussels for 
$2 to $5 a stalk. When bought that way, it 
creates an opportunity to be more a part of 
the food process, by snapping off each brus-
sel.

It’s fun, as well as a great deal.
Brussels can be just as savory as they 

are sweet. For a sweet flavor add cinnamon 
and honey, and for a savory flavor add sea 
salt, pepper, and roasted garlic. 

My personal favorite way to serve brus-
sel sprouts is to roast them.

Getting close to the holiday season 
I keep in mind that Thanksgiving and 
“Friendsgiving” is just around the corner 
when I’m stocking up my kitchen. 

I love being able to put in an extra ingre-
dient; or making the classics in a new way, 
to put a spin on favorite fall-time dishes.
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Fall harvest inspires fresh 
ideas for home cooked meals

Skateboarding 
on campus: 
Why such a big 
deal?

By Stephen Jones
Collegiate Staff

Roasted Brussels Sprouts
First, I take my freshly picked Brussels, and 
cut them in half.  

Taking the halves, I lather them in coconut 
oil. Olive oil also works well.

Peeling the head of garlic, I pick individual 
cloves.

Laying them flat on the cutting board to 
release the garlic flavor, use the flat side of 
a knife with your hand in a fist to pound the 
knife, with the clove underneath to crush 
the clove while keeping it intact.

Using my favorite red onions from the 
farmers market, I cut the onion into slender 
pieces.

I prepare a seasoning with fresh ground 
sea salt, pepper and a dash of cayenne 
pepper.

In a glass dish I place the brussels, red onion 
and garlic then sprinkle the seasoning over 
it all.

I cook it at 350 degrees until the outer 
leaves start to look golden.

This is a great dish to eat alone, or when I’m 
feeling indulgent and want some carb-y 
comfort food, I cook some penne or bowtie 
pasta. I lay the roasted brussels, onion and 
garlic on top add some balsamic vinai-
grette, and olive oil, fresh parmesan and 
you have a delicious veggie pasta dish.

Students, and people in general have 
become more and more attached to their 
personal devices and social media. The 
big question is this: Is social media doing 
us more harm than good?

Fifteen years ago a person could 
not jump on their dial-up Internet, go 
to a website like Facebook, and see 
what all of their friends are doing at the 
same time. We as a society are more 
connected than ever before and there is 
no denying that some good has resulted 
from the rise of social media.

Some people argue that there are 
many negatives that have resulted.

In the August, back-to-school issue 
of The Collegiate, a similar topic was 
covered. The issue was people not 
paying attention to the world around 
them, becoming a danger to themselves 
and others, as well as missing out on the 
little things that have historically been 
taken for granted. Things like chance 
meetings that spark new friendships 
or romances are not possible if every-
one is staring at their phone, tablet or 
computer.

Another negative is what Grand 
Rapids Community College psychology 
professor Frank Conner refers to as, 
“Facebook envy,” in another article in 
this issue by Collegiate reporter Warren 
Sink. Sink explains what “Facebook 
envy” is when he tackles the sociologi-
cal impacts of social media.

While Collegiate reporter Victoria 
Thornton’s story took a much different, 
more positive approach, she did point 
out the fact that, like Wikipedia, anyone 
is free to post whatever they want on 
Facebook. When people blindly share 
articles or posts from other people, 
without making sure they are true, fake 
news can go viral.

Internet users posting false informa-
tion was something that happened long 
before the creation of Facebook and is 
not the only problem. Cyber-bullying 
is an extreme example of misusing the 
Internet.

When people can log in to Facebook 

and say whatever they want to whoever 
they want things can escalate quickly. 
Recently reports can be found on main-
stream media that tell the story of kids 
that were targeted by people anony-
mously. Sometimes the situation would 
get so bad that the victims would end up 
taking their own lives.

Every case of cyber-bullying does 
not end the same way. In most cases 
the story does not end the same way. In 
some cases the victim might even find 
a system of support through the same 
channels that provided the aggressor 
with the opportunity. This is a perfect 
example of how paradoxical social 
media websites can be.

The list goes on and on and for every 
positive aspect, a negative rebuttal can 
be found and vice versa.

How are we going to find a solution 
to the problem that provides the perks 
of instantly accessing friends across the 
globe and somehow, at the same time, 
avoids all of the negative aspects? A 
better question is: how and why does the 
Internet have such a hold on our daily 
lives? Why is it so important how many 
likes a picture on Instagram or a status 
update on Facebook gets? Shouldn’t 
your own mood matter more than your 
level of popularity on the Internet?

There is a whole world out there and 
it is only catalogued on the Internet. 
To experience it for yourself you must 
unplug once in a while.
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Short days, cold weather, dark colors. 
Seasonal depression, sometimes referred to 
as the “winter blues” is most likely to occur 
in the next few months. This type of depres-
sion is only brought on by the dark season of 
winter, and because it’s seasonal, the feeling 
usually goes away after a while. Depression 
itself is a disease that many students don’t 
know how to handle.

According to the World Health 
Organization (WHO), depression is the lead-
ing disability today, and is a major contribu-
tor to the global burden of disease. Over 
350 million people worldwide suffer from 
depression. 

Depression can be caused by any combi-
nation of genetics, brain chemistry, situa-
tions in life, and attitude, such as a pessi-
mistic outlook on life or low-self esteem. 
Gender also plays a role. Women are twice 
as likely as men to experience depression 
and can experience postpartum depression.

“It’s difficult to identify the specific 
causes of an individual’s depression,” said 
Emily A. Nisley, Licensed Professional 
Counselor and academic adviser in the 
Counseling and Career Center at Grand 
Rapids Community College. With a Ph.D. 
in counseling psychology from Western 
Michigan University, Nisley provides 
personal and career counseling to students. 

“Some people may be predisposed 
to developing depression due to genetic 
factors and/or personality characteristics, 
and environmental stressors are often 
involved,” Nisley said.  “The college envi-
ronment, for example, can be very excit-
ing, but also stressful, with the pressure of 
tests and assignments, and the challenges 
of fulfilling school, work, and home respon-
sibilities.

“It’s not unusual for college students to 
face identity concerns, ups and downs in 
relationships, or financial strains,” Nisley 

said. “Adequate social support and coping 
skills, or lack thereof, can make a differ-
ence in whether or not a student experi-
ences depression. Health issues such as 
hypothyroidism, as well as alcohol and drug 
use, can also impact brain chemistry and 
contribute to depression.”

Nisley described how depression affects 
more than just mood and can be especially 
difficult for college students. 

“Many of the symptoms of depression, 
such as diminished interest and motivation, 
sleep disturbances, increased fatigue, and 
decreased ability to concentrate, can make 
it difficult to do well in classes,” Nisley said. 

Nisley adds that it is important to iden-
tify the symptoms and get help. 

“Some depressed individuals withdraw 
socially and might not ask for the help they 
need,” Nisley said. “Students with depres-
sion are at increased risk of suicide.” 

Fortunately, there are many resources 
available for students at GRCC. 

“Depression is treatable, often through 
psychotherapy, antidepressant medication, 
or both,” Nisley said. “In cases of mild to 
moderate depression, licensed counselors 
in the Counseling and Career Center offer 
free, short-term personal counseling for 
current GRCC students. In more severe 
cases and/or when other factors suggest 
a student would benefit from more inten-
sive or longer-term care, GRCC counselors 
provide referrals and help students connect 
with mental health care providers off-
campus.” 

To schedule a personal counseling 
appointment, visit the Counseling and 
Career Center in 327 Student Center or call 
616-234-3900. 

In an after-hours mental health crisis, 
call Network 180 24-Hour Help-Line 
616-336-3535 or go to the nearest hospital 
emergency room.

To contact the 24-hour National Suicide 
Prevention Lifeline call 1-800-273-8255

Beat the ‘winter blues’

Too many games, too little cash

November 11, 2014 9FEATURES

During the holiday season many retail 
workers end up dealing with the good, the 
bad and the ugly on some of the busiest 
shopping days of the year.

Some customers can be nice and happy 
and others can be flat out rude. 

Many Grand Rapids Community 
College students work retail jobs to pay 
for school.

“People get very angry,” said Lymariz 
Martinez, 18, reflecting on Black Friday 
horror stories. “It was very scary”. 

Martinez has worked in retail for six 
months. 

Jacob Humble, 19, 
has worked for Chow 
Hound for a year and 
a half. 

“A ton of custom-
ers want to speak to 
a manager and they 
work their way up to 
the owners,” Humble 
said. 

Bryan Anderson 
Robinson, 17, worked 
at Woodland Mall 
for nine months. 
Anderson Robinson 
said many disputes 
happen at clearance 
racks especially over 
discontinued items.

“On the clearance 
rack was a polo that 
wasn’t coming back 
because it was a 
vintage fit and design 
and the women were 

arguing about the polo,” Robinson said.
Last year shoppers spent close to $620 

million during the holiday season making 
it hectic for last minute shoppers. 

One piece of advice Humble would 
give to the customers who shop on black 
Friday is “come early, don’t be a terrible 
person, and if you don’t get something, 
don’t throw a fit.” Humble said.

Martinez suggests that shoppers 
“know what you want before you go, it 
will be faster”. 

With two years of retail experience, 
Katherine Lewak, 18, encourages shop-
pers to be nice. 

“Respect the workers because they are 
people too,” said Lewak.

By Michael Julien
Multimedia Editor

By Rachael Huffman
Collegiate Staff

By Jesse Lawrence
Collegiate Staff

Working retail and surviving the holiday season
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Source: Retail Metrics
Graphic: Staff © 2014 MCT

A year ago, general merchandise sales were up 3.1 percent 
during the 2013 holiday season. Here are the retail sales 
projections for the November-December holiday shopping 
period vs. a year ago: 

*PwC projects what the average household will spend, not total holiday retail sales. 

**Retail Metrics’ percentage change is a compilation of Wall Street analysts’ 
estimates for 122 publicly traded retailers.

Shop.org (online only)

Consumer Electronics Association (electronics only)

Retail Metrics**

PwC*

Hay Group

AlixPartners

Deloitte

International Council of Shopping Centers

National Retail Federation

8% to 11%

2.5%

1.6%

-7%

3%

3.8%

4.5%

4%

4.1%

Analysts making their lists

Percentage change from previous year

Walmart customers walk through one of the company’s Dallas stores on 
Saturday, Nov. 1, 2014. Christmas items and decorations were already up. (Rex 
C. Curry/Dallas Morning News/MCT) 

HEALTH

VIDEO GAMES

BLACK FRIDAY

Video game companies are releasing 
game after game this month, which means 
gamer’s wallets are about to become a lot 
lighter.

 We all know this is the way the industry 
is. We wait all year long with only a few big 
games to tide us over until fall, and when 
the leaves drop so do the big game titles. 
It’s no surprise why the industry does this, 
the holiday season means more sales. But 
what do the gamers have to say about this 
bombardment of fall games?

I sat down with Grand Rapids 
Community College’s Student Gamers 
Association to see what local game enthu-
siasts had to say about the industry holding 
out until fall.

“The biggest issue is money,” said 
Dustin Rang, 19. “You’re forced into choos-
ing which game you want more and by the 
time you save up enough to get your second 
or third choice it’s already been spoiled [on 

the internet].”
Money is the biggest obstacle facing 

college gamers, with the average retail price 
of a triple-A game title being $59.99. It’s a 
wonder how student gamers even afford to 
eat.

Releasing games just before the holi-
days is a good marketing strategy, however 
this tactic leaves little consideration for the 
consumer. 

Nevertheless, gaming is a hobby and it’s 
inevitable that we’ll buy the games we want 
whether or not this trend of big November 
releases continues. So some of the games to 
look out for this month include:

Nov. 18: Grand Theft Auto V for Xbox 
One and PS4, Little Big Planet 3 for PS3 
and PS4, Watch_Dogs for Wii U, Minecraft 
for Xbox One, Far Cry 4 and Dragon Age: 
Inquisition for PC, PS3, PS4, Xbox One, and 
Xbox 360.

Nov. 21: Super Smash Bros. Wii U and 
Pokemon Omega Ruby and Alpha Sapphire 
for the Nintendo 3DS.



There are very few things that cannot be done 
today through social media. The ability to do 
anything with the touch of a button seems ideal. 
But, there are always two sides to everything. As for 
social media, there are those who see it as revolu-
tionary and those who see it as having a negative 
impact on society. Here comes the controversy.

Social networks began as a way for people to 
connect with others quickly and conveniently. Not 
only is communicating easy through the Internet, 
but it helps people stay in touch with friends or 
family members who do not live close. 

“Through Facebook I’ve especially enjoyed 
reconnecting with my cousins and their families,” 
said Jacquelyn Lee, Grand Rapids Community 
College Technology and Humanities Professor. 
“Without Facebook, I don’t believe this would have 
happened.”

Social media is also a good way to meet new 
people. The suggested friends option on most social 
media websites including Twitter, Facebook and 
LinkedIn, makes it easy to connect with people who 
share mutual friends and interests.  

Shortly after the debut of social networking, 
businesses started seeing the potential for market-
ing and advertising innovations. When most of us 
use technology we don’t realize it, but the first thing 
we do is open up some sort of media. 

There are a number of creative techniques used 
for advertising, bringing a lot of value to businesses. 
A large number of brands like SpaceX or Starbucks 
have begun shifting towards social marketing due to 
the large audience and cost efficiency. 

Social media has been an effective tool for users 
creating groups for online yard sales. Users adver-
tise their unwanted items through pictures in hopes 
of interested customers. There are often posts of 
free items as well. 

This can be effective in helping families in need. 
Local people who regulate posts and memberships 
run the pages. This phenomenon is growing and lots 
of larger cities now have them.

Social media’s impact on our 
daily lives has also affected national 
politics. The immense audience 
engaged in social media makes it 
more efficient to politically partici-
pate. For example, President Obama’s 
campaign in 2008 was focused heavily 
on the outreach through social media. 

According to Comscore, Analytics 
for a Digital World, about 90 percent of 
U.S. Internet users visit a social media 
site each month, making it easy to 
advertise a campaign.         

The share button on social media websites has 
created an easy and effective way to pass along 
an important message. These messages, if shared 
enough, can be reached all across the world. 

People take advantage of this to have a voice on 
certain opinions, which can be quite powerful for 
groups of people of related interest. The Ice Bucket 
Challenge was a chain of support to promote aware-
ness of the disease ALS. Each individual partici-
pant filmed and posted their video to the Internet, 
creating a chain effect that circled the social media 
community.  

For so long people thought that social media 

was the bee’s knees. There were few opposed to it 
because it was a refreshing new spin on tech-

nology's abilities. After 
some time, issues were 
raised about a lack of 
face-to-face personal 
communication.

“Posting to Facebook 
or Twitter doesn’t provide 
all of the important 
elements of communica-
tion,” said Lee. 

People now fear 
that social media has 

completely taken over humanity’s capability to be in 
a real social environment because of the time spent 
engaged with technology. 

“One thing I ask my Humanities 245 students to 
do is to stop and evaluate how they want to spend 
their time,” said Lee. “Although social media might 
be considered a good use of time, I think people 
should stop and ask themselves what the best use of 
their time would be.” 

Many employers these days check the profiles 
of potential employees to see what life they live 
through the eyes of social media. Job stability and 
employment prospects are threatened by negative 
involvement on social media sites. 

One of the biggest concerns with social media 
today is cyberbullying. People are taking advantage 
of the fact that no one can adequately stop bullying 
if it’s behind a screen. There have been many suicide 
cases due to cyberbullying, such as Hannah Smith, 
who was found hanging because of excessive anony-
mous cyberbullying through Ask.fm.  

Mobile devices are the most common instru-
ments for harassment. Some schools have even 
added cyber-etiquette classes to better educate 
students about online courtesy.   

Social media has become a good way to create 
new relationships with people, but it can also ruin 
them. Being on social media sites can expose a lot of 
information about a person and hurt relationships. It 
can be used as a way to spread rumors quickly and 
to many people.

“Everyone should be well informed about how 
to protect their privacy when using 
social media,” said Lee. “They should 
understand and carefully use privacy 
settings.” 

Fake news can make it’s way into 
media website. Posts can be shared 
by uninformed individuals that seem 
legitimate but are entirely untrue. 
This is an example of false presen-
tation, which can be demonstrated 
in profiles as well. This is what 
spawned the show CatFish. People 
steal photos of others and use them 

on their profiles to portray a deceitful image of 
themselves to others.

“Although I don’t think it’s wrong for students to 
use social media,” said Lee. “I think they have to be 
sure they are using social media rather than social 
media using them.”
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Emily Marcs
Student, 19, Hudsonville
“If Facebook were to crash today, I 
wouldn’t care. There are other ways 
of communicating.”

How does social media affect your 
relationships?
“It’s an easy way to keep up with 
what’s going on with my friends that 
moved away or the friends that I 
don’t speak to as frequently as I 
would like.”

Does it put strain on your relationships, like you don’t want 
people to know too much about you?
“Yes, I filter what I put on (Facebook) because of family 
members who don’t necessarily appreciate my views or 
thoughts.”

What sort of views?
“I am queer and I have a girlfriend. The entire time we have 
been dating, I have not put anything on facebook about 
our relationship...It’s none of my family’s business because I 
know they would harass me. And so I have been dating her 
for two and a half years and I just put a thing on Facebook 
on our second anniversary...Thankfully due to my annual 
Facebook purge, it went pretty good.”

Are you worried about how outsiders might view you 
according to your Facebook page?
“Yes, and that’s one of the reasons why I have taken mea-
sures to adjust my privacy settings. My privacy settings are if 
you aren’t friends with me, you can’t see anything. You can 
see my profile picture and my name, and that’s it.”

Marcs

McKenna Olenzuk
18, Comstock Park

How often do you use Facebook?
“I check it like twice a week, but I 
don’t really use it. I check to see if I 
have any messages, but I’m not on 
all the time or anything.”

Is there a reason why you don’t 
use Facebook more, like privacy 
reasons?
“No, not really. I feel like it’s a waste 
of time to be on it all the time to be honest. It’s not really a 
privacy thing, I don’t know, I’m just not on it very much.”

Do you use it to share updates?
“Like statuses? Not really. When I came back from Europe, 
I put my pictures up there because my grandparents have 
Facebook, and they want to see the pictures. They live in 
other states, so I put pictures up there so they could see.”

Any bad experiences?
“Sometimes it’s kind of weird that people that aren’t even 
friends with you can inbox you. It’s the only thing that I have 
had people that I don’t know try to contact me.”

Olenzuk

Jason Lovorn
Student, 39, of Hopkins
“I’m really conscious of the fact that 
whatever I put out there is out there 
permanently.”

How often do you check Facebook?
“I check it a couple times a day to 
see what friends are up to.... I have 
a fan page set up for some side stuff 
that I do.” 

Can you tell me about your fan 
page?
“It’s called ‘Pudge’s Scrap Pile.’ I make license plate signs 
and metal art. I post pictures there and try to do a little busi-
ness through that too so that people can know what’s new 
and see if I can get business generated from it.”

Is Facebook the main way you advertise?
“As far as getting the pictures out there to show people or 
drum up business, that’s really the primary way I advertise.”

Did you start your shop before Facebook?
“After being on Facebook a while and seeing other people 
use it as a publicity thing to get their stuff out there, I de-
cided that would be the best thing for me too. And plus 
that way it was a way it kept (my) personal stuff separate 
from my business stuff.”

So you’re not afraid of something coming back to haunt 
you?
“No, I’m one of those people who thinks before they hit 
send or hit post. I’m really conscious of the fact that what-
ever I put out there is out there permanently. I don’t know if 
it’s because I am a little bit older than most people who use 
Facebook, but I do.”

Since you’re a parent, when do you think it’s an appropriate 
age to get a Facebook account?
“I’m not opposed to making kids wait for stuff like that. I’d 
like to know that they are going to use it responsibly. You 
know, there’s a reason why we have driving ages and 
drinking ages, because that is the age that you should be 
responsible for taking care of that kind of thing. If I feel like 
she’s responsible, we’ll see. Until I feel that way, I don’t care 
what age she is. It’s whenever I feel like she’s responsible 
enough.”

Are you afraid of the things she might post?
“I’m not afraid of her posting things as much as I am of 
people coming back and doing things she might not 
like. It’s kind of a maturing process. When you’re mature 
enough to be responsible with it and to understand what 
kind of people are on there, then you can have a Face-
book account.”

Lovorn

Juan Fernandez
Professor of Photography, 34

How many times per week do you 
use Facebook?
“A lot. Checking it, obnoxiously too 
many times. It’s a constant thing. I 
can’t even give you a number...
On a personal level, I use it to adver-
tise when I have shows or when I’m 
making new work I’ll do Instagram 
and Tumblr and it will feed through 
to Facebook.”

How does it affect your relationship with your students cur-
rently?
“When they post things on Facebook that are interesting 
and more - they exemplify who they are as an individual, 
more than they present themselves in class, I’m interested in 
that. And I want them to use that to help them make work...
That’s education right there.”

Since you have accomplished a lot already, how has Face-
book helped you reach out in terms of making connections 
with the community or people that you wouldn’t normally 
have connections with?
“When it comes to things that you don’t have readily avail-
able access to. It helps to know a little bit more, and it’s a 
little bit stalkerish, but I think that’s a part of the nature of 
Facebook is to look and explore a page. I think you have to 
in terms of a career, too, if you are applying for something, 
they’re going to be doing the same thing to you. They want 
to know a little bit more about who you are.”

Would you recommend students to get on Facebook?
“It’s a time eater. But if you want to use it for your advan-
tage, if you’re advertising something and you want to find 
a new way to connect to a community, it could work in 
that way. But it’s a personal 
decision, I wouldn’t encourage 
one way or the other... You have 
to be very purposeful and 
use a lot of intent when 
you’re using that. 
Because if not, the 
wrong word can 
mean some-
thing totally 
different.”

Fernandez

THE SOCIAL NETWORKING EFFECT

A woman posts a photo of herself tanning in a 
bikini on the beach in the Bahamas. She probably is 
not innately happier than anyone else. Yet, that does 
not stop her from making everybody think she is.

When one of her female followers sees the post, 
she may feel a twinge of jealousy. This is one of many 
reactions, but it could lead to an irrational fear that 
her life is lesser than the bikini-clad woman or anger 
at the woman, especially if she is a friend. The situ-
ation may snowball until she decides to look away 
from the computer or phone and continue with her 
newly boring life. Nevertheless, she will 
return again and again to the social outlet. 
Her dependency on the social medium 
increases with every emotion wrought 
from it.

Since the rise of social media, there 
have been reports of psychological 
detriments stemming from its use.

Frank Conner, Grand Rapids 
Community College Psychology 
Professor, labels the comparison 
of lives through social media as 
“Facebook envy.”

“(Social media) is a form of self presentation 
where we make public the best parts of ourselves to 
communicate this to others,” Conner said.

According to an internet survey done by 
PewResearch, 89 percent of people aged 18 through 
29 use social media and 67 percent have a social 
media app on their phones. 

Because the college years are an extremely 
important time in the development of identity, social 
media props the issue up higher than ever before. 
Each status update and tweet by friends and follow-
ers is a bloated description of their lives. The pres-
sure of maintaining or gaining a desired spot in the 
social hierarchy motivates some to inaccurately 

describe their lives.
“Human beings, particularly adolescents 

and young adults are deep into 
identity development, explor-
ing who they want to be and 
who they are,” Conner said.

He explained that since 
their is no physical contact 
with social media, the proper 
“feedback” to a person on his or 
her actions and personality are 
“artificial as is your identity.”

Social media is an instrument 
of communication designed to create 
and exchange information through virtual internet 
communities. At the dawn of the internet, computer 
specialists and scientists (there is not much differ-
ence nowadays) were excited about the social capa-
bilities of the worldwide web. 

They cited the lack of vocal interaction and 
anonymous forums to exchange ideas 
and opinions as places of refuge for 
those suffering from social anxiety 
disorders. However, social media sites 

rely upon honest profiles that are non-
fictional. A person goes on Facebook 

intending to see people he or she knows, 
not strangers. Even in the cloud, people 

cling to community.
In its defense, social media is a viable 

source for finding people with like charac-
teristics. There are pages that one can like 

on Facebook, which then groups people by their 
preferred movies, artists and views. Except, most 
of the individuals engaged in social media are those 
that are already socially secure.

Social media is not intrinsically bad, but neither 
is it good.

“Sometimes, it’s difficult to label changes in the 
human environment as good or bad, it simply is,” 
Conner said.

By Warren Sink
Collegiate Staff

Is social media messing with your mind?

By Victoria Thornton
Collegiate Staff

Social media has its ups and downs

Interviews by Jonathan D. Lopez

JONATHAN D. LOPEZ/PHOTO EDITOR
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At Grand Rapids Community College, 
it’s common to walk the halls beside many 
talented students and have no idea what 
they are truly capable of.

On a recent Thursday, Baylie Rajter, 19, 
could be heard singing to her own beat in 
a practice room inside the Music Building. 
Rajter’s best kept secret is that she is 
a finalist in this year’s GR’s Got Talent 
competition. 

Rajter grew up in Atlanta in a family of 
five. Her dad’s engineering job drew the 
family to Lakewood, California for two 
years. They eventually settled in Grand 
Rapids to be closer to family.

Rajter’s been a musician all her life and 
has been performing in choir and theater 
since her freshman year of high school. 
She performed in Rockford High School’s 
productions of “Les Miserables,” “Fiddler 
on the Roof,” “Thoroughly Modern Millie,” 
“Footloose” and “Into the Woods.”

After graduating high school, Rajter 
moved on to GRCC taking general prereq-
uisite classes but was not sure where she 
was going with her life. Most of her time, 
though, was spent working two jobs to pay 
off her car and attending school full time.

But a life threatening car accident 
changed her educational direction 
completely. 

Rajter had recently gotten a new job at 
Olive Garden to be closer to her boyfriend, 
Spencer Hale. Her third day on the job, also 
her younger brother’s birthday, she went to 
meet Hale during a lunch break. Pulling up 
to a red light behind a police officer, Rejter 
joked to her boyfriend on the phone and 
put on her seat belt. 

“Next thing I know...my car spins out 
and my head slams into the window,” 
Rajter said. 

An oncoming truck running a red light 
crashed into the front driver side of Rajter’s 

car. Hale heard the whole accident on the 
phone and immediately came running.

The other driver was uninjured, but 
both cars were totaled. Rajter did not go 
to the hospital.

“All I really was thinking was how I was 
so close to paying off this car,” Rajter said. 
“It was all very overwhelming.”

In the moment, Hale was caught off 
guard at the reality of the situation. 

“It’s just good that she’s okay,” Hale 
said.

When signing up for classes for her 
second semester at GRCC, Rajter felt the 
need to change direction. So, she decided 
to pursue a double major in Recording 

Tech and Vocal Music. 
“She could never decide a major,” Hale 

said. “But the one thing she kept going 
back to was...music.”

Rajter made the decision she felt was 
best. 

“I was caught between (going) for a job 
that’s secure and (going) for a job that’s not 
secure that you might actually fall in love 
with,” Rajter said. “You can die any day...
It’s not actually about money at all...I’m 
hoping that this degree will help me...feel 
ready enough to release music.”

Rajter says her parents are support-
ing all her efforts in the music industry 
and that her dad continues to give her 

constructive criticism. 
“I’m really happy where I’m at,” Rajter 

said.
Rajter spends her spare time in 

between classes in the practice rooms in 
the music building, singing and improvis-
ing on the piano.

“When I’m in the practice rooms just 
playing random chords on the piano it’s 
just easy to...lose myself,” Rajter said. 

Dr. Stephen Barton, Director of Choral 
Activities at GRCC is Rajter’s voice 
teacher. Barton said that his job with 
Rajter is to open her eyes to the extent of 
her own abilities as a vocalist. 

“Baylie has this enormous ability to do 
pretty much whatever she wants to do,” 
Barton said. “She’ll do very, very well with 
[GR’s Got Talent].”

Rajter’s goals for the future are to 
eventually produce her own music and 
inspire others and make them feel some-
thing through music. 

This October, Rajter and Hale audi-
tioned for GR’s Got Talent. It was Hale’s 
first audition and the biggest group of 
people he’s ever played in front of.  

The duo are now in the top 18 finalists 
for the show.

“I’ve been so glad that she could go 
and chase her dreams,” Hale said.

The pair will perform “Counting Stars” 
by OneRepublic, with Rajter on vocals and 
Hale on acoustic guitar. 

“All I know is that (music) makes me 
really happy,” Rajter said. “It’s not really 
about the money or people knowing my 
name...It’s an amazing way for me to 
express myself.”

GR’s Got Talent will be held at 6:30 
p.m., Nov. 15, at Wege Theatre. Voting will 
begin at 6:30 p.m. until the final contestant 
finishes performing. The audience may text 
in votes and a panel of judges will contrib-
ute criticism as well. Tickets are $15. To 
read more about the show, visit grsgottal-
ent.com. 

By Kayla Tucker
A&E/Features Editor

JACQUELYN ZEMAN / MANAGING/NEWS EDITOR

Rajter is currently taking intro to piano and voice lessons to accelerate her 
musical abilities and eventual career.

PROFILE

Sudden accident inspires student to pursue music 



Life as a college student is difficult. Being a college student and 
staying trendy, now that’s just tough. Most students 
live off Ramen and drive with their gas tank almost 
empty. Or maybe that's just me.

Instead of shelling out my hard earned cash for 
a trendy new outfit, I dig deep into my inspiration 
closet for something that makes my style personal 
and unique.

Simple Do-It-Yourself projects make it easy 
to distinguish my style from others. It's truly the 
best form of self-expression and saves me from 
digging deep into my piggy bank each month.

My favorite part about repurposing thrift 
store finds or creating unique DIY projects is that 
it's like having your own fashion line. No one in 
the world has that exact shirt, or those gold glit-
ter tipped black flats. My favorite part is when 
people ask, "Where did you get that?" It is satis-
fying to know that your homemade clothes and 
accessories are aesthetically pleasing.

The special part is knowing that it's exclu-
sive. That it's you.

The latest DIY craze is the 30-minute arm-
knitting scarf. No need to ask grandma to dig 
out her knitting tools, you simply use your arm 
to fashion your own infinity scarf. I am not 
knitting savvy, so this will be my next project. 
I picked up some mustard color wool yarn, 
which will be perfect for winter, for $5.99 at 
Michael’s.

Don't have a knack for crafting or 
making your own clothes? Me either. I just 
use the wonderful creation of Pinterest and 
follow DIY fashion bloggers who post tuto-
rials and show me exactly how to make 

November 11, 2014 13FEATURES

Uncertainty has proven beneficial 
for Ben Duke, an assistant professor at 
Michigan State University.  His goal was 
to become a writer, leading him to major 
in English.  When he was 21, he decided 
to create art instead.

“(An artist) is not something I 

necessarily wanted to be, but I decided I 
want to be it, and I’m still trying to become 
it,” Duke said.  “If you decide that’s what 
you want to do and you just start doing 
it and don’t stop, then eventually maybe 
people will start calling you an artist.”

Because of the abstract nature of his 
work, he compares the creating process 
to climbing a mountain.

“I’m on the mountain, so I’m going 

up, I just might not know what path I’m 
going to take,” Duke said.  He works with 
enough parameters to have direction but 
also avoid rigidity.

“Sometimes your vision can outstrip 
what the material can do or what you are 
ready to do in that particular time.  I like 
the idea to work up to ... my peak perfor-
mance in that moment,” Duke said.

A few years after completing a 

painting, Duke may rework a piece.
“If it sticks around and I change as a 

person, I might have to (revisit) some-
thing,” said Duke.

Sometimes he changes a detail, while 
other times, it’s more drastic.  As an 
example, in “Persistent Remainders,” 
which was used for the featured art on 
the promotional work, the face of the girl 
was drastically altered.

“I didn’t like that other face, so I just 
painted it out,” Duke said.

His desire to modify work is not nega-
tive.

“I like working on the old ones,” said 
Duke. “I feel like I’m collaborating with 
myself. If I’m not going to repaint it, 
maybe that’s a completed work.”

“I’m really after making a painting that 
can have multiple reads that gets people 
into a target zone,” Duke said, when 
asked whether or not there is a definitive 
narrative to each painting. “Hopefully it 
creates this dynamic, visual experience 
that keeps people off guard.”

While exploring Duke’s work online, 
a reoccurring symbol in his work is an 
octopus.

“The images often come out of 
abstraction, and often when I am laying 
marks down on the surface, then I’ll end 
up with a lot of circles,” Duke said. “It’s 
really easy to find an octopus in all those 
circles.”

As he continued, the octopus in his 
paintings began to symbolize a “displaced 
individual”, or in a related, more clichéd 
term, a fish out of water.

When asked what general words of 
advice he has for GRCC art students, he 
replied, ““Keep working through, because 
art-making is something (you have to) 
embody.  I think of it more as music or 
sports, where it’s not 100% an intellectual 
thing, it’s a body thing.  You also have to 
perform.  There’s a lot of muscle memory 
involved.”

According to Duke, art hasn’t gotten 
any easier.

“You have to learn to embrace the 
struggle,” Duke said.

The opening reception for “A River 
Without Banks” was held on October 28.

The exhibition lasts from Oct. 27 to 
Dec. 5.

By Jonathan D. Lopez
Photo Editor
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FASHION

MSU professor’s work is never finished

SIMPLE AND TRENDY DIY FASHION PROJECTS

Benjamin Duke, assistant professor and artist, stands in front of two of his paintings featured in GRCC’s Paul Collins Art 
Gallery.

JONATHAN D. LOPEZ/PHOTO EDITOR

By Victoria Thornton
Collegiate Staff

the clothes that I wear.
A DIY blog that I favor is ISPYDIY.com, run by Jenni Radosevich.
Radosevich posts DIY projects, inspirations, completed outfits, 

and more. She makes it easy for a small town girl to have a big 
city style. She bases her ideas on designer trends and 

demonstrates, step-by-step, how to make 
something basic into couture style.

My most recent project was inspired 
by one featured on ISPY DIY. It is a plain 
white shirt with iron-on letters saying 
“Tres Chic,” French for very fashion-
able. This was probably the easiest 
DIY project I’ve done thus far. I have a 
bunch of plain shirts lying around that 
I don’t wear, what better way to jazz 
them up than adding a cool saying on 
them? I bought the iron-on letters for 
only $3.

I aim for my ensembles to look like 
the latest trends on the runways or backslide 
to classic vintage. The outfits I put together 
are a combination of DIY, thrift finds and 
basic, inexpensive pieces from department 
stores like Target. Not long ago I got bored 
with my pointed taupe flats, so I went to 
Michaels in search of repurposing them to 

give them a bit more flare. I ended up gluing 
$2.99 blue bows on the tips. They now stand out 

and are a totally different looking shoe.
Some thrift stores around Grand Rapids that 

I frequently visit are Goodwill, Plato’s Closet, and 
Urban Exchange. For my fabric and crafty accents I go 
to Jo-Ann Fabric and Michael’s.

The whole structure of DIY is to create things 
and share them with everyone. Start small; think 
about what attracts you to it. If repurposing things 
leaves you shaking in your Doc Martens, look up a 
tutorial on how to make it your own. Soon, you'll be 
the new owner of Your Name Here fashion line.



SpeakEZ Lounge hosts Jazz Night every Sunday

It is not words you hear Sunday 
night at the SpeakEZ Lounge but the 
distinct sound of jazz music. 

Each Sunday night Randy Marsh 
hosts Jazz Night at SpeakEZ.

Marsh, who has been playing Jazz 
since 1974, started the Sunday night 
gig in 2011 at HopCat, before moving 
locations to the SpeakEZ Lounge in 

October of 2012.
Because Sunday night is usually 

an off night for musicians, the event 
creates a creative outlet for local and 
regional musicians, as well as those 
who love a jazz venue to sit in, play or 
just kick back and take in the music.

The first set of the night is reserved 
for the house band, followed by another 
set or two of other talented musicians 
that get called up to sit in and play.

“It’s all about keeping jazz alive in 

Grand Rapids and West Michigan,” said 
Randy Marsh. “This is the best jazz 
between New York and Chicago.”

The gig is an event for all ages, 
allowing high school and college 
students to get hands on experience 
with the music.

“Tell the kids if they really want 
to learn how to play this music they 
got to get out and listen to it,” Marsh 
said. “They need to get beyond just the 
academics. If you’re ready to play, bring 

a chart in, bring a tune, a jazz standard 
we will give you a chance.”

With an abundance of drummers on 
Sundays, Marsh is hoping to get more 
horns, piano players and singers.

“If you’re a young cat and think you 
can play with the big dogs, come on 
out,” Marsh said.

The SpeakEZ Lounge is located at 
600 Monroe Ave. NW, in Grand Rapids. 
The jazz event is from 7-9:30p.m. every 
Sunday night. Admission is free.
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A man from Muskegon was given 30 
years on Sept. 16 for child sex traffick-
ing. He sought out lonely middle and high 
school girls with a fatherless void in their 
lives. After gaining their trust, he would 
drive them to Grand Rapids where he put 
them on the streets to solicit sex. 

Michigan is considered a top five state 
for human trafficking. Crimes are widely 
under reported, and many times, cases 
are pled down to a lesser charge. In a 2013 
sweep called Operation Cross Country, the 
FBI arrested 150 pimps and recovered 105 
children in cities nationwide. 18 pimps in 
Detroit were arrested, the most in any city. 
10 children were found, second only to San 
Francisco where 12 children were found. 
The state department estimates that 2,400 
children are being sold at any given time 
just in Michigan (Michigan Commission on 
Human Trafficking).

The Michigan legislature is recognizing 

the growing problem. On Oct. 2, the State 
Government approved 19 bills targeting 
human trafficking. The Theresa Flores bill, 
named after a trafficking victim, permits 
prosecution of human traffickers, 25 years 
past the time someone forces someone into 
the sex trade. Other bills increase penalties 
on solicitors of prostitutes and strengthen 
law enforcement statewide. 

In West Michigan’s conservative 
culture, religion plays a major role in the 
daily lives of a large percentage of the 
population. This is especially significant 
outside the city in suburbs or in Holland. 
People mind their own business and do 
not like to speak of the atrocious realities 
that happen in others’ backyard. Women at 
Risk International (WAR) is an organiza-
tion based in Wyoming, Michigan and helps 
victimized women. They were interviewed 
by FOX17 this past June and said 12 of 
the 15 demographics that draw the atten-
tion of human traffickers can be found in 
West Michigan. They specifically identi-
fied the conservative community, as part 

of the problem. Other organizations, such 
as the West Michigan Child Exploitation 
task force and the Internet Crimes Against 
Children task force, battle human traffick-
ing in West Michigan as well. 

The increased resonance of the traf-
ficking issue is felt not only by ascend-
ing systemization that tracks data and 
combats trafficking cases, but socially 
through art. At ArtPrize Pamela Alderman 
has promoted awareness of the flesh trade 
through her art. She is one of four artists 
this year highlighting the issue with their 
work. In an email interview, she explained 
why she did her project, “The Scarlet 
Cord.”

“At nineteen, I traveled to Europe,” 
Alderman said. “One of the stops on 
our tour was the Red Light Windows of 
Amsterdam. This was my first exposure to 
sex trafficking.”

“As I stood in the middle of the district, 
window after window displayed women 
perched on chairs, selling their bodies. 
Next to each window was a door, a steady 

stream of men flowed in and out of each 
door. As men purchased sex in broad 
daylight in front of camera happy tourists, 
everyone seemed amused.”

“That night I couldn’t sleep. The enor-
mous abuse and degradation of women 
I had witnessed earlier that day over-
whelmed me.”

Alderman emphasized the importance 
of the involvement of all by voting for 
compassionate bureaucrats and utilizing 
the internet and other media outlets to 
defeat ignorance. She did, however, say 
people are becoming more knowledgeable.

“People are joining the conversa-
tion and showing concern for this issue,” 
Alderman said. “But there is still a lot of 
work to be done in increasing awareness. 
It is important that our society starts to see 
children as victims verses willing partici-
pants in the commercial sex industry.”

The encouraged role of the daily citi-
zen in society can be summed up simply as 
being aware. Human trafficking is real and 
happening. 

By Warren Sink
Collegiate Staff

By John Rothwell
Collegiate Staff

JOHN ROTHWELL/COLLEGIATE STAFF

Rockford High School senior Sean Perlmutter sits in on Drums at a Sunday Jazz Night at the SpeakEZ Lounge, located at 600 Monroe Ave. in downtown Grand Rapids

DOWNTOWN

Michigan listed in top 5 of states for 
human trafficking related crimes



Robert Hendershot, 37, World 
Historian at Grand Rapids Community 
College, has traveled to many countries in 
his adult life, but for the last seven years 
has taught for the same college where he 
earned his associate’s degree 16 years ago.

After graduating from Rogers High 
School in 1996, Hendershot enrolled 
at GRCC with no clear idea of what 
career path to pursue. Like many college 
students, he started taking classes hoping 
that something would fall into his lap.

Not knowing what he was going to 
major in, Hendershot started taking 
general education classes. One of the 
classes he took that first semester was a 
history class with the now retired profes-
sor, who Hendershot referred to as, “an 
institution,” Roger Schlosser. The intro-
ductory history class was different from 

any other Hendershot had previously 
taken.

“I discovered that when I studied 
history in college I actually liked it,” 
Hendershot said. “Unlike high school, 
where it’s memorizing a lot of names and 
dates, in college you get into the how and 
why things happened. I hated it in high 
school, loved it in college.”

What Hendershot initially thought was 
just a passing interest, turned into a full 
on passion.

“I got bit by the discipline,” Hendershot 
said. “So I decided to major in it, but I 
didn’t know what that meant.”

After graduating with an associate’s 
degree in arts, Hendershot moved on 
to Michigan State University and later 
Central Michigan for graduate school.

“(At MSU) I did well,” Hendershot said. 
“And in humanities and social sciences, 
when you do well you go to grad school. 
If you do well in grad school, eventually 

they put you in front of a classroom and 
say, ‘teach.’ I liked it, surprisingly.”

Hendershot stayed with CMU to work 
towards a doctorate in the Trans-National 
Program. This allowed him to travel 
abroad and live in Glasgow, Scotland for 
an entire year. There he studied at the 
University of Strathclyde and shared a flat 
with students from all over the world.

“They were an interesting bunch,” 
Hendershot said. “We still keep in touch 
and it’s good to get together or hear from 
them.”

After earning his Ph.D., Hendershot 
taught  at CMU before being offered a 
visiting teacher position at Grand Valley 
State University.

“After (GVSU) I was prepared to go 
anywhere,” Hendershot said. “Then a 
friend told me about an opening at GRCC.”

The World Historian position at GRCC 
was the open spot at the college.

“How perfect is that?” Hendershot 
thought to himself. “They’re looking for 
me.”

Hendershot had not been back to the 
college and hadn’t really thought about it 
for almost 10 years.

“It’s very rare in academia,” Hendershot 
said. “But it’s perfect. It’s in my home-
town, my school … I never thought I’d end 
up back at GRCC.”

Since his return to GRCC Hendershot 
has become a fixture of the Race and 
Ethnicity conferences every year. Past 
topics have included ‘Idlewild’s Rapture’ 
and ‘Race, Gender and Religion in Colonial 
Mexico,’ but for his most recent talk the 
topic had a special meaning.

One thing Hendershot has become 
known for at GRCC is the creation of 
different programs, including new classes 
and study abroad trips. For the four years 
before he spent the summer in India, 
Hendershot took a group of students 
to the Republic of Ireland and Northern 
Ireland to study all aspects of Irish history, 
including conflict resolution, the troubles 
and the peace process. The program is 
currently on hiatus for the foreseeable 
future, to allow time and resources for the 
creation of different avenues of learning.

“The program was very successful,” 

Hendershot said. “I am very proud of it.”
After securing one of 20 spots out 

of 170 applications for the National 
Endowment of the Humanities grant, 
Hendershot had the opportunity to spend 
most of the summer of 2013 in and around 
Delhi, India. Hendershot had taught about 
India many times but had never been.

“I’ve always been interested in 
Buddhism, Hinduism and world religion,” 
Hendershot said. “I finally got to study it 
firsthand.”

Upon returning to the states, 
Hendershot used his experience in the 
subcontinent when giving his lecture and 
got a nice surprise as a result.

“After the conference I was contacted 
by a Pakistani man,” Hendershot said. “He 
ended up inviting me to his house and I 
had chicken biryani with his family.”

Four years ago Hendershot created the 
History of Latin America course, but due 
to low enrollment, the class was cancelled. 
The class was brought back last year and 
Hendershot hopes to continue with it 
annually.

 “(Latin America) is one of my favorite 
places,” Hendershot said. “It’s a relatively 
new couse and one that I’m very excited 
to teach.”

Since beginning work at GRCC 
Hendershot has created courses, travelled 
around the world, sometimes with GRCC 
students, and become a published author. 
His most recent publication is a chapter in 
a combined volume titled, “Family Spats,” 
on a topic that he says he has an “over-
arching interest” in, American and British 
foreign policy in the 20th century.

“As a World Historian, you are 
exposed to a lot of different information,” 
Hendershot said. “Some of it says, ‘Hey! 
Write about me!’”

Hendershot is the resident World 
Historian at GRCC, a teacher, a writer, and 
a lover of all things outdoors, but the one 
thing he is most passionate about is trav-
elling. He has lived in Europe and visited 
several countries including Cambodia, 
Thailand and Mexico.

“History has been very good to me,” 
Hendershot said. “It’s taken me right 
around the world.”
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Dr. Robert Hendershot prepping in his office prior to handing out mid-term exams.
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Professor travels around the world and back to GRCC

By Sean P. Mulhall
Editor-in-Chief

People may have noticed six white-
boards lining the south hallway of the 
second floor of Grand Rapids Community 
College’s Cook Hall. The floor, which 
houses the Business Lab, was part of 
the summer renovation. There were no 
plans for the whiteboards initially, but 
one artistic student has taken full advan-
tage of the large public canvas as a way 
to express herself.

Katie Winstrom, 20, of Kentwood, has 
always been artistic. Whether it was a 
way to deal with the pressures of life or 
a cure for boredom, some kind of artistic 
medium provided the outlet necessary 
for dealing with what life threw her way.

“Growing up, I just always ended up 
doing something artistic,” Winstrom said. 
“Whether it was going through can after 
can of Play Doh … (or) poetry and writ-
ing … it just came naturally to me.”

After a gap year spent soul search-
ing, listening to music and “playing a lot 
of video games,” Winstrom enrolled at 
GRCC for the first time this fall. While a 
career in art would seem like the logical 
goal for someone like her, she decided 
that psychology would make getting 
through school more likely. Early on this 
semester, she made her choice.

“I weighed my options and decided 
I didn’t have a very good chance,” 
Winstrom said. “To get a degree, then a 
job, you have to be very lucky. I’m not 
that lucky and didn’t want to bank on a 
shot in the dark.”

Just because she chose not to major 
in art does not mean that she has left it 
behind. She also plans on incorporat-
ing art therapy into her practice as a 

professional psychologist.
Every week, she will select a new 

quote that she finds inspiring for the 
“quote of the week” board, but it is really 
up to Winstrom to decide when and what 

to draw on the others.
While her latest project is holiday 

themed, Winstrom plans on starting a 
new project on the second floor white-
boards very soon.

“It’s going to be tough to get rid of the 
Halloween stuff,” Winstrom said, refer-
ring to her favorite work on display. “But 
I need to get started on something new 
soon.”

PROFILE

Student brings color and inspiration to Cook Hall
By Sean P. Mulhall
Editor-in-Chief
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Katie Windstrom stands in front of whiteboards clad with dry erase drawings on the second level of Cook Hall.



Russian guitarist Anton Baranov, winner 
of the Guitar Foundation of America 
International Concert Artist Competition 
in 2013, will perform at Grand Rapids 
C o m m u n i t y 
College at 7:30 
p.m. Nov. 13 
as part of the 
college's ongo-
ing International 
Guitar Series. 

Baranov will 
play classical 
guitar pieces, 
Russian pieces 
and original 
compositions. 

“The artists 
we present are 
often only seen in 
this area (through the GRCC International 
Guitar Series),” said Brian Morris, GRCC 
Music Professor. “I think its great for our 
students to be able to see the very best 
artists in the field.”

Baranov was born in northwest-
ern Russia and graduated from the St. 
Petersburg State Rimsky-Korsakov 
Conservatory, where he received grants 
from the Russian Ministry of Culture and 
the Russian Performing Arts Foundation. 

Today, Baranov teaches at the St. 
Petersburg Conservatory. 

Almost every year GRCC features the 
winner of the GFA Competition, and this 
past year it happened to be Baranov. 

“The concerts are just great fun for 
anyone who loves music and especially 
loves the guitar,” Morris said. 

The performance will be held in the 
Music Center Recital Hall, Room 200. 
Tickets are $15 for adults and $10 for 
students and seniors.
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Actors’ Theatre musical ‘Chess’ set to rock the stage

Set to a difficult rock score, “Chess” is 
a strategic drama set in the 1950s through 
the 1980s that centers around two talented 
chess players, one from Russia and the other 
from America competing in a international 
chess match. Underlining the metaphori-
cal battlefield of the board game is a love 
triangle, political warfare and many other 
sub-conflicts. 

Wayne Swezey, who is performing in his 
second production with Actors’ Theatre, will 
play the role of Freddie, the American chess 
player. “Chess” will be Swezey’s third chal-
lenging musical this year, next to his perfor-
mances in “Sweeney Todd” at Circle Theatre 
and “Les Miserables” at Civic Theater. 

Swezey said that, musically, “Chess” is 

challenging.
“So far it’s come together pretty well,” 

Swezey said. “It’s very rewarding. It’s enough 
of a drama that can keep people on the edge 
of their seats.”

“He hopes that the audience will under-
stand the different levels of the game of 
chess in the show. 

“(The cast) has to be on their toes,” 
Swezy said.

Director Scott Mellema said that rehears-
als are going well. 

This is Mellema’s second time directing 
for Actors’ Theatre. Mellema also teaches at 
East Kentwood High School and has directed 
theater productions there and around Grand 
Rapids. 

“I’m hoping that people are walking away 
surprised (that) not only do they love the 
music,” Mellema said. “(But) they like the 

clarity of the story.”
Actors’ Theatre has decided to take the 

difficult road in the upcoming production in 
having a downsized cast. “Chess” is normally 
made up of a giant cast and an orchestra to 
match. 

Mellema said that, this time around, 
“Chess” is being performed in a smaller 
theater, with a smaller cast, and an even  
smaller orchestra. 

“We’re taking this beast of a show and 
we’re focusing it,” Mellema said. 

The music of “Chess” features a rock 
theme as well as an 80’s pop vibe. Some of 
the songs also feature lyrics in Hungarian, 
which to Scott Bell, Music Director, is going 
to be the one of most difficult parts of the 
learning process.

After joking about the challenges of sing-
ing in Hungarian, Bell mentioned his plans to 
bring in a Hungarian speaker to help teach 
the actors the song.  

“I’m thrilled that I’m getting a chance to 
(direct this show),” Bell said. “It’s an incred-
ible score...It was actually a bucket list show 
for me.” 

This is Bell’s fourth production direct-
ing music for Actors’ Theater. Bell is also a 
Grand Rapids Community College graduate.  

Three keyboard players, one guitarist, 
bassist and drummer will make up the pit 
orchestra, which completely changes the 
sound of the production in comparison to 
massive orchestras. 

“The sound will be unique and different,” 
Bell said. 

Bell is hoping that by having a scaled 
down cast, the audience will be able to 
connect with the characters more, as well as 
be fascinated by the musical aspect. 

Performances for “Chess” will run at 8 
p.m., Dec. 4-6, 11-13, and 18-20 at Spectrum 
Theater. Tickets for adults will be $28, $10 for 
GRCC students, and $22 for other students 
and seniors. 

By Kayla Tucker
A&E/Features Editor

KAYLA TUCKER/ A&E/FEATURES EDITOR

(Left to Right) Jessica LuizBarton (Florence), David Hatter (Molokov) and Amy 
Groen (Svetlana) rehearse “You and I” with Music Director Scott Bell.

THEATER

Award winning 
Russian guitarist to 
perform at GRCC

Baranov

By Kayla Tucker
A&E/Features Editor

INT’L GUITAR SERIES

Upcoming Music Dept. Events

By Kayla Tucker
A&E/Features Editor

Community Colleges around the state 
will gather for the Michigan Community 
College Choral Festival Nov. 19 at the St. 
Cecilia Music Center Royce Auditorium in 
Grand Rapids.

Each year Grand Rapids Community 
College participates in the festival, and a 
guest director is brought in from a four-year 
university to counsel and make connec-
tions with the community college students 
who plan on attending a university at some 
point. In years past, directors have come 
from Eastern Michigan University, Hope 
College, and Michigan State University. 

This year’s guest conductor is Dr. 
Gabriela Hristova, of University of 
Michigan, Flint. 

“I’m excited about what these direc-
tors are going to hear from our students,” 
said Dr. Stephen Barton, Director of Choral 
Activities at GRCC. “I’m excited about 
watching their attitude change and (to) 
see them get excited about considering 
community college students as a strong 
source of students for their own schools.”

The colleges attending are Henry Ford 
Community College, Macomb Community 
College, Northern Michigan College, 
Kalamazoo Community College, Lansing 
Community College, and GRCC. 

Each choir will have two pieces 
prepared, as well as three group pieces 
that all the choirs will sing together with 
Hristova conducting. 

GRCC’s concert choir alone will be 
singing “World I Cannot Hold Thee Close 
Enough” by Colin Britt and “Come To Me 
My Love” by Norman Dello Joio. 

Barton described the pieces as contem-
porary choral literature. 

“There’s a sort of a grandness to the 
pieces,” Barton said. “They’re a little bit on 
the complicated side musically, but they’re 
very rich emotionally.”

Barton said he’s excited at the opportu-
nity for all community college students to 
have their talents, abilities and work recog-
nized by another professional choral musi-
cian representing a Michigan university. 

The day will begin with a warm up, and 
then continue with rehearsals until the final 
performance in the afternoon. Hristova will 
be advising all the choirs as she watches 
them rehearse. Anybody is welcome to 
watch throughout the day, but the official 
concert will begin at 3 p.m. Admission is 
free.

Choral Festival to 
provide networking 
opportunity for vocal 
music students

MUSIC

International Guitar Series 
featuring Anton Baranov 
Nov. 13 - 7:30 p.m.
Adults $15, Students/Seniors $10

Fall Jazz Night
Nov. 18 - 7:30 p.m.
Adults $5, Students/Seniors $3

Community College Choral Festival
Nov. 19 - 3 p.m.
FREE ADMISSION

Grand River Winds: Music for Piano and 
Orchestra
Nov. 21 - 8 p.m.
Adults $6, Students/Seniors $3

High School Music Fiesta 
Nov. 22: 9 a.m. - 6 p.m.
Admission: $10

Instrumental Ensemble Winter Concert
Dec. 4: 7:30 p.m.
Adults $5, Students/Seniors $3

Kent Philharmonia Children’s Concert
Dec. 5: 7:30 p.m.
Adults $8, Students/Seniors $4

Songs for the Holidays Choral Ensembles 
Concert
Dec. 7 at 3 p.m.
Adults $5, Students/Seniors $3
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McConaughey shines in ‘Interstellar’

‘OPEN DOOR’ CELEBRATES GRCC’S 100TH

If I had to sum “Interstellar” up in one 
sentence, I’d say it’s a movie designed to 
hurt your brain with its confusing plot line, 
but that would barely do the film justice.

To understand the entirety of 
“Interstellar,” one has to examine every 
aspect of the movie and essentially put 
the whole puzzle together as the film goes 
along. 

But before I get ahead of myself, allow 
me to set the scene: “Interstellar” begins at 
some point in the future where Earth is no 
longer habitual for the human race, with 
NASA scientists trying to find a new planet 
that can support life as a means of relocat-
ing humanity. 

NASA’s leaders, Professor Brand 
(Michael Caine) and his daughter Amelia 
(Anne Hathaway) have discovered a 
wormhole that leads, in theory, to another 
galaxy, so they recruit ex-astronaut Cooper 
(Matthew McConaughey) to lead an expe-
dition into the wormhole to find a life-
supporting planet.

It’s an interesting concept, yes, and 
the movie explores it quite succinctly. 
Unfortunately, the film gets a little dragged 
down by various subplots that don’t make 
sense until the very end of the film. 

As Cooper and Amelia explore new plan-
ets, time for them goes much slower than it 
does back on Earth; several years pass by 
and Cooper’s children grow up without him. 

Professor Brand struggles to complete 
a problem that has been troubling him for 
years, while Cooper and Amelia face perils 
they could have only imagined back home. 

The flaw is that these subplots tend to 
feel less like necessary elements and more 
like baggage that slows the narrative down; 
and while all these subplots will make sense 
once the film is over, it’s frustrating to put 
the whole picture together as you go along.

What saves the film is the cast. 
McConaughey and Hathaway lead the 
charge with the same emotion and charisma 
that they are famous for, and Caine portrays 
the fatherly figure of the film with just the 
right touch of charm. 

Another big plus is the superb support-
ing cast that backs them up, led by Jessica 
Chastain and Mackenzie Foy who both 
portray Cooper’s daughter, Murph, at differ-
ent ages. 

The visual effects of the film pres-
ent a look at space that reminds audience 
members of last year’s “Gravity.” Visuals 
of unknown planets with landscapes of ice 
and waves as big as mountains make for an 
intense surfing party for Cooper and Amelia.

At its best, “Interstellar” is a slow-going 
ride that requires you to pay attention to 
every detail, with big-name stars leading the 
story to keep things interesting. 

It may not be quite as enjoyable as any 
other Matthew McConaughey movie, but it 
can hardly be called a failure.

COURTESY MCT CAMPUS

Matthew McConaughey and Anne Hathaway in “Interstellar,” from Paramount 
Pictures and Warner Brothers Entertainment.

By Sean Walker
Collegiate Staff

MOVIE REVIEW

THEATER

Grand Rapids Community College 
debuted “Open Door” Friday night in cele-
bration of the college’s 100th birthday. The 
show went decade by decade showcasing 
the life of the college and how it has paved 
its way as a community college for the past 
century.

Before the show, President Ender said 
that “as the history unfolds it will be fasci-
nating” and that he hoped to have fun. 
James Schafer, co-writer of the musical, 
also played Ender in the show.

Madeline Jones, 19, played Jill, a new 
student to GRCC who’s unsettled attending 
a community college, and who finds a door 
that opens to the past of the college.

“I think a lot 
differently of 
GRCC,” Jones said 
after the show. 
She said that being 
able to work with 
so many people 
from GRCC and all 
over Grand Rapids 
helped her grow as 
an actress.

Todd Lewis 
played Jesse 
Buttrick Davis, first 
president of GRCC, 
who traveled along-
side Jill through 
the history of the 
college. Lewis said 
that his role was 
inspiring and felt 
like a great respon-
sibility.

“Jesse Buttrick 
Davis had these 
lofty dreams and 
never gave up on 
them,” Lewis said. 
“His passion carried 
through to all the 
subsequent presi-
dents...There wasn’t 
a negative experi-
ence in this whole 
process.”

The time trav-
eling adventure 
featured dances 
like the Charleston, 
tap, and the Twist 
and age-old songs like “Ain’t Misbehavin’,” 
“Sentimental Journey,” and “Change the 
World.”

The musical wrapped up in the present 
time with current President Ender (Schafer) 
sharing a duet with Jesse Buttrick Davis 
(Lewis), capturing an emotional moment 
that could only be dreamt up.

Jill’s attitude altered to appreciate the 
college after experiencing the history first-
hand. Jill and a fellow student expressed 

that the college is so much more than they 
both realized and he feels that everywhere 
he turns “a new door opens.”

The cast bowed to a standing ovation. 
President Ender took Shafer in a memorial 
hug.

“It was fabulous,” Ender said after the 
show. “I thought it was emotional. It really 
gave me a sense of history and my place in 
history (and) probably made me love this 
institution more than I already do.”

Co-Directors Fred Sebulske and 

Michelle Urbane were pleased with the 
performance.

“I was just over the moon with my cast 
and my crew and my designers,” Urbane 
said. “It all came together perfectly.”

When asked about the performance, 
Sebulske handed all the credit to Urbane.

“I thought it was a wonderful perfor-
mance,” Sebulske said. “I want to congratu-
late Shelley because she did the bulk of the 
work making this happen...She deserves all 
the credit for last night.”

By Kayla Tucker
A&E/Features Editor

JONATHAN D. LOPEZ/PHOTO EDITOR

Tien-Cheri Ellie and Emmanuel Phillips performed the Charleston. 

JONATHAN D. LOPEZ/PHOTO EDITOR

Jill’s  journey began with a step 
through a mysterious open door. 
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5:00 - 7:00 pm
Applied Technology Center 

Room 124
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/ graNd raPidSFerris state University

Ferris Statewide & Online

Opportunity awaits at the Ferris open 
house! Let’s put your Grand Rapids 

Community College credits to work for 
you. Earn a Ferris bachelor’s degree right 

here at GRCC. Learn how Ferris works 
with GRCC to make financial aid a smooth 

process, while you earn both Ferris and 
GRCC credit without leaving campus. 

Come speak with our staff and advisors  
and we’ll explain how it’s possible!  

Save time and money by earning your 
Ferris bachelor’s degree at GRCC. 

RSVP 
at ferris.edu/grandrapids

RSVPs are appreciated but not required.
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The Grand Rapids Community College 
men’s and women’s cross country team 
had its best finishes of the season, both 
placing eighth place at the National Junior 
College Athletic Association Regional 
Championship at Grand Woods Park, 
Michigan. 

The men tallied 226 points, and 
finished above Alpena Community College 
(232), Oakland Community College (258) 
and Schoolcraft College (264). Lansing 
Community College topped the field with 29 
points. 

“It was interesting, because they didn’t 
see the numbers or the stats right away, but 
there was almost a little bit of a sad feeling,” 
GRCC coach Matt Sicilia said. “I don’t think 
it was necessarily because of the way they 
ran, but that it was the last race and that the 
season was over. It was kind of a somber 
mood. Once we got on the van, went to eat, 
the spirits were right back up.

The regional final marks the first time 
the men’s team has beaten another school 
in its inaugural season. 

“They were very excited to beat a team,” 
Sicilia said. “They were whooping it up in 
the van and it continued the whole way 
back. Normally they’re sleeping … It was 
their No. 1 goal. You can’t control the other 
teams, but it was sweet to taste victory for 
them.”

“The pack running right off the bat, a 
pack of five, were all together towards the 
mile mark and through two miles. I’ve been 
preaching all year that it’s always easier to 
run and maintain your pace, even if you’re 
hurting, when someone else is there. It’s 
easier to be accountable to yourself and 
your team, when you’re sticking together. 
When my two, three, four, five and six 
runners stuck together, it was the proudest 

moment of my season.”
The women’s team finished with 186 

points, 10 behind seventh place Oakland 
Community College. Lansing Community 
College also won the women’s side with 29 
points. 

Jody Sellers was the top GRCC runner 
with a season-best time of 20:52.5.

“They were a little bit better in spirits,” 
Sicilia said. “They didn’t know where they 
placed, but they were in a better mood than 
the guys.”

“Jody had the race of the day. The plan 
for her was to dream big, similar to what 
Brett Slayton has been doing. It’s the first 
time she took that to heart, and set herself 
out. Her fitness, along with the other kids, 
wasn’t quite good enough. 

“It’s hard to set yourself up mentally, 
when the possibility of failure is there. 
Your body uses the oxygen up, and you’re 
forced to slow down and regain some of 
that oxygen. The mental mindset is what 
I wanted to instill on the top runners and 
really the whole team. Over half way 
through the race she was 14th, and that 
was the goal we talked about. Go out and 
see what happens. You never know. It didn’t 
quite happen, but she was the 23rd runner, 
and 18th Michigan runner.

Slayton was GRCC’s fastest runner on 
the men’s side, coming in at 28:39.0.

“He was never, ever afraid to go after 
it,” Sicilia said. “One of the things we talked 
about was setting yourself up in the first 
mile to do great things. Our guys collec-
tively haven’t ran enough in their life, or 
the summer to be set up for this, where 90 
percent of our competition is. 

“Right from the first race, he was never 
afraid to get out, or try. He wasn’t afraid to 
put himself out there. He always set himself 
up. He ran without being afraid. A lot of 
people are afraid about what they’ll have 
left for the last part of the race. He was 

always pushing that boundary and trying to 
set himself up to see if that breakthrough 
will come. He led by example from day one.”

Now that its season is over, GRCC 
moves on without Jarquell Mitchell and 
Tyson DeWald. 

“Now the important task of recruiting 
starts,” Sicilia said. “Our team this year 
didn’t have any recruits because it was 
formed so late. It was about finding people 
at GRCC who wanted to run. None of them 
ran probably half of what they ran if we 
would have formed the team in April, rather 
than July. 

“Two things that are essential for our 
team … over the next couple months, is 
recruiting and offseason conditioning. 
Great runners are formed during the nine 
months of the offseason. We’re going to run 
five, six days a week from next week, until 
next season.

GRCC’s most improved runners are 
Alicia Geene, who turned in a season-
best time of 25:58.5 at the regional, and 
Giancarlo Hernandez, whose top time of 
31:08.04 came at the Jayhawk Invite. 

“Alicia is our last runner, but she’s 
worked so hard through injury issues,” 
Sicilia said. “Every single race she improved. 
She’s dropped five minutes off of her 5k 
time. Her best time ever was her sopho-
more year in high school, so three years 
ago. A lot of the girls talk about how they 
could run as fast as they did when they were 
20-pounds lighter. I think she’s the only one 
who matched it.

“For Giancarlo, the improvement was 
part of what he showed, but he really stood 
out as running with great heart and deter-
mination every race. I think mentally he 
pushed himself just as hard, if not harder 
than anyone else on the team. When he had 
a bad race, it was only 20 seconds behind 
his good race.”

The teams have formed a bond over 

the season, and that is what Sicilia feels 
brings them so close together and made this 
season special.

“The thing I’m going to miss most about 
these guys and girls being together, is just 
the building of the team itself,” Sicilia 
said. “The camaraderie and family atmo-
sphere we were able to establish — it was 
the coaching staff’s goal at the beginning 
of the season. The atmosphere was conta-
gious. We had guys that would go out to eat 
together, and the girls would take pictures 
together throughout the week. They weren’t 
just a team. They were friends. Just seeing 
that happen as a coach is priceless. 

“As a team, you want them to be 
together and support each other just like a 
family would. You want to be able to look 
at everyone on your team and see that 
they’re in it for the right reason. Just seeing 
them develop friendships, seeing how they 
respected and treated each other was the 
highlight of my season. We have such a 
diverse team, and I hope to build on that. 
We’ve got kids from all socioeconomic, 
cultural and family backgrounds. It just 
seemed to work.”

Despite the season just ending, Sicilia is 
already looking forward to next season and 
feels the future for GRCC cross country is 
bright.

“I’d like to make it to the national meet, 
which this year was in Texas,” Sicilia said. 
“I’d like to finish second in conference for 
both men and women. I’m not ruling out 
winning, but I’d like at least second. It’s a 
big jump for our results, but that’s how 
confident I am in the offseason and recruits 
we’re bringing in.

“I’m excited for the conditioning over 
the next nine months. We’ll be on the indoor 
track at GVSU and run some road races. We 
can’t run as a school, but they’re going to 
run on their own. It’s going to pay huge divi-
dends for next fall.”

By Zachary Watkins
Sports Editor

CROSS COUNTRY

First Cross Country season finishes on runners’ high

The Grand Rapids Community College 
women's basketball team fell in its season 
opener 81-65 to visiting Mid Michigan 
Community College on Wednesday.

GRCC started the game strong offen-
sively, shooting 59 percent in the first half, 
but slow and mediocre defensive play had 
them down by 11 points at half time.

“I felt that we were a bit sluggish but 
that's all part of it,” GRCC coach Tracy 
Little said. “Sometimes you have to click 
and connect and it takes you minute to get 
acclimated with the opponents strengths 
and weaknesses.”

GRCC's defense came together in the 
second half and along with an offense that 
continued to shoot strong from the floor, the 

Raiders played MMCC even , but could still 
not overcome the 11 point deficit. Making 
only 8 of 19 free throws for the game hurt 
any chance the Raiders had of making the 
score close.

“The score did not reflect the amount of 
competition that this game represented,” 
Little said. “It was a closer game than what 
the score may led people to believe.”

Andrea Straw led GRCC in scoring with 
17 points, adding seven assists and six 
rebounds.

“I get a lot of encouragement from 
my teammates and I encourage them,” 
Straw said. “I was able to see the floor and 
knowing the other players advantages and 
strengths, I was able recognize that and hit 
them when they were open.”

GRCC plays at Delta College at 5:30 p.m. 
Wednesday. 

By John Rothwell
Collegiate Staff

Women fall 81-65 in opener DeMarkus Stuckey 
scores 30 in men’s 
84-72 season-   
opening win

The Grand Rapids Community College 
men’s basketball team won its season 
opener against the visiting Mid Michigan 
Community College Lakers 84-72 on 
Wednesday. 

“We started off really well,” Raider Head 
Coach TJ Carnegie said. “We got out to a big 
lead. We extended it a little bit to start the 
second half and then they had to try to play 
from behind and probably do some things 
that they're not used to doing.”

Sophomores DeMarkus Stuckey and 
Michael Miller contributed to that “big lead” 
by sinking eight 3-pointers.

Stuckey led the team in points with 30, 
including four 3-pointers. Miller added 12 
points of his own on the night, all of which 
came from 3-pointers.

“We know this Stuckey kid can really 
play and I thought he kind of controlled 
the game for the first half and that set the 
tone for the rest of the game,” MMCC coach 
Kaleb House said.

Sophomore Calvin Ward, despite injur-
ing his ankle in the first half, later returned 
to the court to finish the game.

“He did a nice job of finding some 
people when he would flash to the high 
post,” Carnegie said of Ward. “He turned 
and found some guys on the block for some 
easy layups which is nice when one of your 
forwards is as good a passer as he is.”

The Raiders went into halftime lead-
ing 44-33, adding one more point to their 
lead by the end of the game. GRCC shot 47 
percent from the field compared to MMCC's 
35 percent.

Despite the win, Carnegie feels that 
there is always room for improvement.

“We gotta finish our shots, we gotta 
finish some plays and we have to battle 
through fatigue better than we did tonight,” 
Carnegie said.

GRCC plays Delta College at 7:30 p.m. 
Wednesday in University Center, Michigan.

John Rothwell contributed to this story.

By Max De Leeuw
Collegiate Staff

BASKETBALLBASKETBALL

JOHN ROTHWELL/COLLEGIATE STAFF

GRCC’s  #4 Kevin Bower and MMCC’s 
#33 Lane Simon tip off the start of the 
men’s basketball season.

JOHN ROTHWELL/COLLEGIATE STAFF

GRCC’s #32 Kayla Shannon chases a Mid Michigan Community College player 
during the Raiders loss to MMCC.



The Grand Rapids Community College 
volleyball team hosted a pediatric cancer 
awareness night, along with a special guest, 
Brady Bustrum, at its last home match of 
the season. 

The 5-year-old Rockford native was 
GRCC’s team captain for the evening. Brady 
has thalamic lymphoma and has been under-
going chemotherapy every other Friday 
since being diagnosed in February this year.

Brady called and won the coin toss for 
the GRCC, and was introduced with the 
team and had his own seat on the bench.

“Awesome” is how Brady replied when 
asked how it felt to be part of the team for 
the night.

Brady is now 1-0 in his role of captain as 
GRCC defeated Lake Michigan College 3-0. 

“It was an opportunity with a much 
bigger cause than a win or a loss to come 
out and honor Brady and his fight,” GRCC 
coach Chip Will said. “It was nice to bring a 
smile and happiness to him.”  

After the victory Brady was all high fives 
and fist bumps with the team.

“It was nice of Brady to come,” GRCC 
sophomore Amanda Glaza said. “He 
really helps us remember to keep push-
ing and fighting. It makes us open our 

eyes and real-
ize there are 
bigger things 
out there than 
just volley-
ball.”

The GRCC 
V o l l e y b a l l  
team has had 
other types of 
cancer aware-
ness nights 
in the past, 
but this was 
the first being 
pushed as a 
“Yellow Out.” 

“With me and the other coaches having 
children it is important to us that pediat-
ric cancer is at the forefront,” Will said. “It 
touches a special place in our hearts, with 
us all having kids that are 5 years old.”

For more information regarding Brady 
and his battle with pediatric cancer, visit 
booster.com/bradys-brigade. 

T-shirts are available for purchase that 
directly benefit Brady and the Bustrum 
family. 

So far Brady has raised $3,150 for family 
needs throughout treatment. 

GRCC travels to the NJCAA National 
tournament on Nov. 20 in Phoenix, Arizona. 

20 Sports
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Toledo, Ohio- The Grand Rapids 
Community College volleyball team 
advanced to the National Junior College 
Athletic Association National Division II 
Tournament after defeating Muskegon 
Community College 3-0 (25-22, 25-14, 25-17) 
to win its NJCAA district tournament.

GRCC’s final opponent was not set 
until late Sunday morning when Muskegon 

Community College, who the Raiders beat 
twice this season, advanced out of the loser’s 
bracket with a 3-0 win over Cincinnati State 
Technical & Community College.  

“Any time you’re going to win a regional 
you want to play your conference rival to see 
who earns it and deserves it,” GRCC Coach 
Chip Will said. “I respect their program a lot 
and what they bring, I was glad to see the 
two teams square off to see who earns it.”

MCC came out strong first and with the 
match tied 13-13 GRCC went on a run that 

seemed to take the wind out of MCC for the 
remainder of match play.

“I thought the first set we had them, 
we were up and playing pretty well,” MCC 
coach Rick Ryske said. “We seemed to run 
out (of) gas and they kept going. They were 
the better team today.”

With a first round bye Friday night, 
No.1 seeded GRCC showed up determined 
and ready to play on Saturday beating 
Vincennes Community College 3-0. The win 
allowed GRCC to advance to the semi finals 

where the Raiders beat CST&CC 3-1, ending 
Saturday play and guaranteeing a position 
in Sunday’s final match.

GRCC’s Michelle Holland was named the 
tournament’s most valuable player. Rosalyn 
Wyse and Dacey Cook were named to the 
all tournament team. 

GRCC Coach Chip Will was given the 
honor of coach of the year

GRCC will play in the NJCAA National 
tournament, Nov. 20-23, at Phoenix College 
in Phoenix, Arizona.

By John Rothwell
Collegiate Staff

By John Rothwell
Collegiate Staff

Raiders advance to NJCAA National Tournament

Brady Bustrum named honorary captain on Pediatric Cancer Awareness Night

VOLLEYBALL

JOHN ROTHWELL/COLLEGIATE STAFF

GRCC volleyball players are all smiles watching sophomore Micaela Deshetsky react to winning the NJCAA district title putting them on their way to nationals.

JOHN ROTHWELL/COLLEGIATE STAFF

Brady

Pediatric cancer night’s honorary captain Brady Bustrum fist bumps teammate 
Shelby Ruffner.
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