March 23, 2016

Vol. 60, No. 6

Your school. Your source. Your story.

thecollegiatelive.com

SOCIAL MEDIA

Bringing us
together or
tearing us
apart?

SECTIONS

News 2 Opinion 6 Features 8 A&E 10

Sports 13

Next issue: Spring Magazine

2

thecollegiatelive.com

The Collegiate
Grand Rapids Community
College Student Newspaper
Your school. Your source.
Your story.

Kayla Tucker
Editor-in-Chief
Chris Powers
Web Editor
Layout Editor
Zachary Watkins
Sports Editor
Gary Manier
A&E/Features Editor
John Rothwell
Photo Editor
Savannah Miles
Advertising Manager
Jennifer
Ackerman-Haywood
Faculty Adviser

Always online at

thecollegiatelive.com
GRCC.Collegiate
@GRCC_Collegiate

NEWS BRIEFS
Compiled by Arielle Jackson, Mike Balmer, and Kayla Tucker

New Director of Distance Learning

The search for an new Director of
Distance Learning is now down to four
candidates. There were 80 applicants who
applied for this position at GRCC.

GR Business Journal’s
50 Most Influential Women

Two women from the Grand Rapids
Community College staff have been selected
for Grand Rapids Business Journal’s 50
Most Influential women in West Michigan.
These women are the Director of the
Diversity Learning Center Christina Arnold
and Adjunct Professor Mary Brown.

Winter Library Hours

The GRCC Library has announced its
hours for the rest of the semester:
Mon-Thurs: 7:30 a.m.- 9:45 p.m.
Fri.: 7:30 a.m.- 5 p.m.
Sat. March 26: 10 p.m. - 2 p.m.
Sun. March 27: Closed

GRCC Faculty members
compete in FUNderwear Run

A team of 15 GRCC faculty members
suited up in their favorite underwear last
Sunday for LaughFest’s FUNDerwear Run,
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held to raise funds for the Gilda’s Club of
Grand Rapids.
Gilda’s Club is an organization that
offers free emotional help for children,
adults, families and friends who are fighting
or have lost a loved one to cancer.
The FUNderwear run is a 5K footrace that encourages participants to wear
their finest or funniest underwear over
their running clothes. GRCC’s Faculty
Association raised $1,245 in total for Gilda’s
Club, making them the top fundraiser for
the third year in a row.

Ender plans to construct
“comprehensive student
center” before retirement

GRCC President Steven Ender just
recently announced his retirement for
next year. Before that, though, he plans to
break ground on a new student center to be
located on the first floor of the Main Building
where the enrollment center is. The president is hoping to create a “one-stop shop”
environment where students can access
enrollment, financial aid, advising and more
all in one place on campus.
“We definitely want to do some work
and hopefully it would kick off in the next
couple of years in that building,” Ender
said.
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Campus Police
Reports
Compiled by
Avery Jennings

Trespass
At 6:11 p.m. March 8, a Grand Rapids
Community College police officer on
foot patrol observed a male browsing on
the internet at a computer on the third
floor of the Student Center outside of
the Counseling and Career Center. The
officer made contact with the subject
after observing a clear bag full of clothes
underneath the desk he was seated at.
The individual looked familiar to the
officer. Upon contact, the individual told
the officer he was a student and that he
had class that day. The officer responded
that it was surprising he had class as the
campus was on spring break and there
were currently no classes being held.
The individual then said to the officer
that he didn’t want any trouble. Dispatch
was then called for a Michigan Law
Enforcement Information Network report
on the individual, and the report identified
the man with a mental disorder. The
officer proceeded to ask the individual
if he knew him from somewhere and the
individual said that the officer arrested
him last year for larceny. The officer
proceeded to give the individual a verbal
warning for trespassing and told him
that if he comes back on campus again
without official business or taking classes
he would be arrested for trespassing. The
individual said he understood and was
escorted out of the Student Center.

Suspicious Situation/Person
At 10:55 a.m. March 4, dispatch sent an
officer to a suspicious situation in Ramp
1, Level 4 of the Bostwick Parking Ramp.
The complainant described the situation
as a black male attempting to get into a
locked vehicle. When the officer arrived
on scene, he met with the complainant
and contacted dispatch to request backup
to assist in searching for the suspect. The
complainant said he witnessed a black
male, around 6-foot-1-inch with short hair,
in a gray hooded sweatshirt attempting to
get into a locked car from the passenger
side front door. He also told the officer
the vehicle could have been the suspect’s.
The suspect was not found on scene.
The backup officers and original officers
looked for the suspect in the surrounding
area, but he was not found. Dispatch identified the vehicle owner. The owner’s picture was located and his description and
appearance matched that of the suspect in
this incident. Officers contacted the suspect and requested he contact the Grand
Rapids Police Department. Currently the
case is closed pending additional information from the suspect in this case.
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GRCC board
approves
tuition raise
of $3 per
contact hour
By Kayla Tucker

JOHN ROTHWELL/PHOTO EDITOR

GRCC President Steven Ender sitting at his desk in his office in the Administration Building on the DeVos campus.

GRCC PRESIDENT STEVEN ENDER TO RETIRE
Ender will leave
in June 2017
at the end of
current contract
By Kayla Tucker

Editor-in-Chief
Grand Rapids Community College will
be searching for a new president soon
as GRCC President Steven Ender has
announced his official retirement for June
30, 2017, the end of his contract with the
college.
“There are going to be some big shoes to
fill,” said Bert Bleke, chairman of the GRCC
Board of Trustees.
Ender told attendees at the March 17
Coffee and Conversation with students that
he’d been thinking about retirement since
the 100-year celebration in 2014.
“It’s something I’ve been thinking about,”
said Ender, 66. “It’s been a long career, a big
career. I’ve got some years left in my life, I
want to figure out the next phase and if I
wait for my work to be done here, it’ll never
be done.”
In the upcoming year at GRCC, Ender
has a few things he wants to have accomplished.
“Students having someone on the
campus to go to consistently is something
that’s really important to me, so we’ll be

spending some time with that,” Ender said.
“We’ve got two capital projects that I’ll
probably be doing some fundraising around,
some work in the Main Building on the first
floor, more of a centralized student services
center, and the Ford Fieldhouse needs a ton
of work.”
Ender also plans to help the board in the
search for the next president of the college.
In the seven years as GRCC’s president,
Ender found it hard to choose the best
moments he’s enjoyed at the college.
“When we finish the Music Building and
the construction of the Early Childhood
(Center), that’ll be a little over $60 million
dollars in large deferred maintenance and
renovation projects that we’ve completed
during my time as president,” Ender said.
“Most of that money we’ve had to generate
through our budget and through philanthropy and donations. We’ve received $5
million from the state for that $60 million in
projects, so I’m very proud of that.”
Ender also mentioned the 100-year celebration, strategic planning and the change
in faculty and staff compensation stipulations.
“I think we’ve kind of turned the culture
away from employee compensation being
automatic and step-based into a performance-based system across the campus,”
Ender said.
“A lot of nice things have happened
during my time. This is a great group of
people I work with and I like the way we’ve
moved the institution forward.”
Ender has been involved in higher education for over 40 years. Before becoming

president of GRCC, he was the president
of Westmoreland Community College in
Youngwood, Pennsylvania. He is married
with two children and four grandchildren.
He said he and his wife, Karen, have not
made any plans to leave Grand Rapids.
As a first-generation college student,
Ender feels strongly about the importance
of education.
“My father had a high school degree
and my mother had a GED,” Ender said.
“Without education, I would not be sitting
here.”
Ender said the joy of his work, especially at a community college, is helping
students better themselves.
“(Education) opens doors that will not
open without credentials,” Ender said. “I
would say to our students, to leave here
with at least one credential, whether it be a
certificate or an associate’s degree.”
Bleke said the board is well prepared
to move forward into the new presidential
selection process.
“Steve has done a tremendous job over
the years here,” Bleke said. “He has positioned us so well for the future. The entire
board is very grateful for his service to the
college and the community.”
The process will begin at the next board
retreat on March 23, although the board has
been discussing presidential succession
over the last few months. Bleke said one of
the first responsibilities will be to assemble
a search-firm on campus.
“We will move forward in a very open
matter that engages the campus community,” Bleke said.

Editor-in-Chief
A 2.8 percent increase in tuition was
approved at Grand Rapids Community
College’s Board of Trustees meeting March
21 in a 6-1 vote.
According to Vice President of Finance
and Administration Lisa Freiburger, the
changes will include a $3 increase on basic
tuition cost, moving the current cost of $108
per contact hour, to $111.
For students taking 12 credits a semester, this would be a $36 increase per semester and a $72 increase per year.
Non-resident tuition will increase by $6
per contact hour and out of state tuition by
$9 per contact hour. Differential dual-enrollment, job training, construction trades
and preschool will also be scaled with the
2.8 percent increase.
The tuition raise will take effect this fall.
“It is a tough decision,” Freiburger said.
“We are very mindful of the impact on
students and we do our very best to balance
that impact with making sure that we’re
continuing to offer quality programs.”
Freiburger said the college is looking
at eliminating positions to reduce costs as
well.
The only trustee to oppose the raise in
tuition was Richard Stewart, who addressed
middle class and lower income families.
“Like the college, this group is also
experiencing rising costs,” Stewart said.
“We as a college have a recourse open to us
to balance our budget. Consider this, what
recourse is open to these folks to meet their
rising surge of expense? I could submit to
you the nutshell, they have none.”
Even though he disagreed with the
raise in tuition, Stewart still acknowledged
GRCC as “a fantastic bargain for a top notch
education.”
Trustee Ellen James recognized the
GRCC Foundation’s awarding of scholarships annually as one of her reasons to
approve the tuition increase.
“Our foundation has really stepped up
its game,” James said. “We’re doing some
innovative things that we have not done
before in terms of helping our students
when they’re in trouble.”
GRCC student Anna Hughes said she
thinks GRCC makes enough money and that
there is an existing population of students
who have a hard time affording the current
tuition prices.
“I struggle with paying for school as
is and, even though it’s just $3, it’s still
money for people who can’t pay for it,” said
Hughes, 20, of Grand Rapids.
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Diversity Lecture Series wraps up with transgender rights activist
road trip to Nova
Scotia she took
when she was still
a man. She talked
about how trapped
she
felt
inside
herself.
In the middle of
her story, Boylan
began singing lyrics
from a song called
“In the early morning rain,” by the
Warlocks,
which
seemed to take
the audience by
surprise. She said
this song led her to
think hard about the
choices in her life.
“I thought about
the clear inescapable fact that I was
female in spirit, and
how in order to be
whole, I’d have to
give up on every
dream I ever had,”
Boylan said.
Boylan said that
the word “transgender” is an umbrella
term,
used
to
describe a variety
JOHN ROTHWELL/PHOTO EDITOR
of different ideas
about gender identity.
GRCC StandOut president Sarah VanSolkema (left) and speaker Jennifer Boylan (right) after the event.
She
explained
that drag queens
like to perform to show their gender idenwas afraid. I thought you wouldn’t love me
tity, while a cross-dresser tends to wear
anymore,’” Boylan said. “Right on cue, that’s
clothes of the opposite sex in secret. She
when I started to cry. My 85-year-old mother
also described a transsexual as someone
got up. Actually, she sat down on the lovewho looks to the medical field for answers,
seat next to me, and looked down and said
such as getting surgeries and taking testos‘I could never turn my back on my child. I
terone injections.
will always love you.’ I said, ‘But mom when
Boylan kept feeling like she wasn’t
everyone finds out that I’m your daughter,
explaining things in a way for the audiisn’t that going to be a scandal? Isn’t that
ence to grasp without keeping people from
going to be embarrassing?’ Mom said ‘Well,
By Jennifer Lugo
confusion.
quite frankly, yes. But I will adjust.’”
Collegiate Staff
Because of this, Boylan stopped several
Boylan told part of her story about a

Author and LGBTQ
advocate Jennifer
Boylan speaks at
final event of season

The Diversity Lecture Series hosted
by the Grand Rapids Community College
Diversity Learning Center concluded this
season with Jennifer Boylan, an author and
advocate for the LGBTQ community March
16.
“I love coming to Grand Rapids,” Boylan
commented after the event. “Look at this
beautiful space, these beautiful people.
There’s some people here who may have
never heard a transgender person speak
before.”
Boylan started her lecture by telling the
story about how she came to terms with
being transgender. She explained that for
40 years, she lived as a man and hid her true
self from everyone, including her family.
She told her mom that she wanted to
become a woman in 2004.
Her mother is an evangelical Christian
Republican, so that didn’t make it any
easier to tell her.
“I said, ‘Mom, I never told you because I

times throughout these explanations and
repeatedly said, “There are transsexuals in
the world.”
This made people laugh and it lightened
the mood among the audience, as they
laughed to ease any tension that may have
been there.
Boylan explained the term “cis,”
pronounced “sis,” a term used to describe
someone who identifies as the gender they
were naturally born as.
Boylan said that cis people can help
people in the transgender world, by accepting them and listening to them. She also
talked about some resources to help people
understand.
“There’s a lot of great books you can
read. There’s Kate Bornstein, Susan Stryker,
and Chaz Bono,” Boylan said. “There’s a
wonderful book called ‘Trans Bodies, Trans
Selves.’”
Boylan said that the best way to help
people is to open your heart.
“Open your heart,” said Boylan. “We are
in this lovely, lovely church, with certain
Christian overtones. But you don’t have to
be in this building or subscribe to this faith
to know the inescapable truth that we are
here to love each other.”
The audience applauded with excitement.
“What can you do, but open your heart
and show them love?” Boylan asked. “And if
you don’t know how to do that, start just by
trying. Have a conversation, and if you can’t
do that, make them a cupcake.”
Boylan addressed the allies in the
crowd.
“If you want to be an ally, then make a
friend, your sister, brother, or your mom
feel safe,” Boylan said.
In conclusion, Boylan emphasized that
if people just love each other, and really
listen to someone’s story, it can help us
understand each other better.
“It’s like my mother said,” Boylan
commented. “It’s impossible to hate anyone
whose story you know. Because of the work
that I’m doing and others do, a lot of people
are now known in the world that didn’t used
to be known. It’s good work to do.”

Annual Salute to Women banquet to be held March 29
By Nikki Herrmann
Collegiate Staff

Each March, Grand Rapids Community
College holds its annual Salute to Women
banquet, in honor of Women’s History
Month. These women are honored by
President Steven Ender, professionally
photographed on picture boards throughout
the campus and publicized in GRCC Today.
This year’s banquet will be held at
1:30 p.m., March 29 in the Wisner-Bottrall
Applied Technology Center Banquet
Rooms. Four women who are part of the
Grand Rapids Community College community will be honored for being outstanding
mentors to other women.

The four women being honored all
either teach, attend, or work for GRCC.
Patti Trepkowski, associate dean and
provost of instructional support and interdisciplinary studies at GRCC, Nikki Banks,
the criminal justice department head, Mary
Brown, inclusion and diversity consultant,
and Sarah VanSolkema, social work major,
are the 2016 women of honor.
“I feel pleased and honored to be recognized with this award,” Trepkowski said. “I
am grateful that I was nominated and that
people took the time and did the work to
craft a nomination.”
A written narrative, list of the nominee’s
accomplishments, letters of support or any
supporting articles are submitted to a board

of directors for review. The more supporting information on the nominee, the higher
the chances of the nominee being chosen.
The award is presented by President Ender
and the four women who qualify can be
either; aluma, student, employee, or former
employee. Selections are made according to
a review process by the Salute to Women’s
planning committee. After the committee
makes their recommendation, the president
reviews this and then makes a selection of
the candidates who will receive this award.
“I have attended the Salute to Women
awards for many years and have been part
of nominating other women for the award,”
Trepkowski said. “It has always been an
inspiring event.”
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GRCC CLAIMS NO KNOWLEDGE OF FORMER PROFESSOR’S UNETHICAL PAST
By Kayla Tucker
Editor-in-Chief

After the resignation of Harold Lee, The
Collegiate has continued to review records
and found documentation that concerns
were raised about his conduct as early as
2010. The former Grand Rapids Community
College professor resigned in January following a sexual misconduct investigation.
An anonymous letter was sent to GRCC,
the Kent County Sheriff’s Department and
Grand Rapids Child Services in July 2010
making several allegations against Lee,
including sexual misconduct. The letter also
said he was fired from his previous employer
for having sexual relations with a student.
The sheriff’s department investigated the
allegations in the letter and determined there
was no criminal case to prosecute.
Upon receiving the letter, GRCC police
decided not to initiate an investigation,
according to police reports.
GRCC Campus Police Officer Tony Myers
followed up with Kent County Sheriff’s
Department Detective Ed Kolakowski’s July
2010 report, which shows Lee self-reporting
some of his past misconduct.
“(Lee) then informed me that in fact he
was let go by Montcalm Community College
because of having sexual relations with a
student at the school. He was let go from the
college and no charges were filed. He advised
that his current employer is aware of the
reason he was let go from MCC,” Kolakowski
wrote in his 2010 report.
MCC Vice President for Administrative
Services James Lantz said he was working
in his current role the year Lee resigned
from the college, and that he “would have
certainly investigated and documented and
placed that in the file” if sexual misconduct
had been reported.
“The documents that we have clearly
show that (Lee) resigned for personal
reasons and family obligations and that’s

really all the information we have,” Lantz
said.
A Kent County media spokesperson
declined to comment on the details of the
report.
“I spoke with Detective Kolakowski
regarding this incident,” Myers wrote in his
GRCC police report. “Kolakowski advised
he had spoken to all parties involved and the
case was going to be closed. He advised the
letter came from a subject who was involved
with (redacted) and he was trying to get back
at Lee. According to Kolakowski, there was
no factual basis for the allegations and they
would be closing their report. This report will
also be closed with no further action taken.”
When contacted Tuesday, Myers referred
comment to the GRCC Police Chief Rebecca
Whitman, who stressed that there was no
illegal behavior to be concerned about.
“My opinion - that doesn’t mean that it
was an illegal sexual relation with a student
at the school,” Whitman said. “I don’t know
what that relationship was.”
Whitman declined to comment on any
action that could have been taken in 2010 by
the campus police department.
GRCC President Steven Ender said he
had never seen the letter or the sheriff’s
department report until he was interviewed
by The Collegiate last week.
“I knew nothing about Mr. Lee, or
anything that has arisen about Mr. Lee, until
we received a complaint and investigated,”
said Ender, referencing the December 2015
investigation.
In an interview with Executive Director
of Human Resources Cathy Kubiak, she
said she was not made aware of the reports
in 2010 and that she was not aware of any
administrative action following the appearance of the reports. Ender said he was not
aware of any action taking place around that
time either.
“I can only read this (GRCC police report)
and surmise that Tony Myers and Lieutenant

Woolworth must’ve determined that there
was nothing for them to pursue,” Ender said.
Ender said the administration would not
have been involved unless the GRCC police
contacted them and made it aware as a problem.
“If that didn’t occur, then there’d be no
follow up,” Ender said.
Kubiak said when Lee was hired, the
school followed up with the standard hiring
procedure, but she was not sure of who was
on his hiring committee in 2001.
“We don’t keep hiring records that far
back,” Kubiak said. “I do know that a criminal
background check was done and our typical
practice is to look at the letters of reference,
talk with those letters of reference individuals, as well as the previous employers. And
his previous employer was contacted and
they confirmed the information that he had
reported on in his application.”
Kubiak said Lee’s application indicated
that he resigned from MCC for “personal
reasons.” If the college had known about
Lee’s misconduct record at MCC before
hiring him, Kubiak said their decision would
have changed. She was not sure, however,
what the college could have done nine years
later, in 2010.
“It’s difficult for me to answer,” Kubiak
said. “One, it didn’t occur because we weren’t
given the report and, two, I don’t have an
answer for how we would evaluate that.”
After being shown the reports regarding
Lee, Ender declined to say what the college
should have done in 2010.
“I cannot speculate around that question,” Ender said.
“I can’t imagine that in 2001, or whenever he was hired, that the college would
have made that hire if they had factual information from his former employer,” Ender
said. “I just can’t imagine that HR became
aware of the situation in 2010. If our police
determined that they didn’t have anything
to investigate, then I don’t know what they

would have sent forward.”
Dean of the School of Arts and Sciences
Mike Vargo joined the dean’s office in 2010,
but said he didn’t know any of the reported
information until the college investigated Lee
for sexual misconduct in December 2015.
“It was really a surprise to me when this
all came about,” Vargo said. “Really unfortunate when I found out about it, but particularly surprising within the context that, at
some point, the college became aware of
the fact that there’d been misconduct previously.”
Director
of
Equal
Opportunity
Employment Compliance Kimberly DeVries
said the school’s sexual misconduct policy is
to take action if students or employees are at
potential risk.
“If we ever, at any time, found out something - whatever it was - that made us think
that any of our students or employees were
at risk, we could and would take appropriate
action,” DeVries said. “That would mean an
investigation, which if we were investigating
something a long time ago might be difficult.
Particularly something that happened with
someone who wasn’t even our student, that
would be difficult. But we would do our best
to do that if we felt like we needed to to
protect our students.”
“Campus police responded in a way that
they felt like they protected our students,”
DeVries said. “And I will back that up.”
Overall, Ender said he doesn’t think
GRCC is characterized by a culture of sexual
misconduct.
“If it comes to the attention of this institution, we’re pretty adamant about investigating and dealing with issues and not sticking
our head in the sand,” Ender said. “That is
our responsibility.”
When asked if anything could have
been done to prevent the misconduct that
occurred last December, the GRCC president
said, “No.”
Lee could not be reached for comment.

GRCC students react to Trump’s proposed construction of a wall on the Mexican border
By Jasiel Ochoa-Mendoza
Collegiate Staff

Donald Trump continues to make a name
for himself by expressing his honest opinions in front of millions of viewers. One of
the many statements causing controversy
is whether Mexico is going to oblige Trump
and build the wall that will separate the two
countries for good.
"I would build a great wall, and nobody
builds walls better than me, believe me, and
I'll build them very inexpensively,” Trump
said in his presidential announcement speech
in June 2015. “I will build a great, great wall
on our southern border. And I will have
Mexico pay for that wall. Mark my words."
Trump describes the U.S.-Mexico immigration wall as a solution for the nation.
“Half of the undocumented residents in
America are criminals,” Trump stated
The leading Republican presidential
candidate insists that Mexico will fund a
wall dividing the country with the U.S. if he

becomes President. Trump said in his recent
campaign rally in Baton Rouge “So I get a call
from one of the reporters yesterday and they
said, ‘the President of
Mexico said they will
not, under any circumstance, pay for the
wall.’ Then they said
to me, ‘What is your
comment?’ I said, ‘the
wall just got ten feet
Trump
higher.’
Trump’s hope for
this wall will cost millions of dollars. The U.S.
border with Mexico is approximately 2,000
miles long. In 1961, when the Berlin Wall was
built, it was only about 96 miles long and cost
around $25 million dollars to build. The exact
amount that it will cost to build the U.S.Mexico border wall is yet to be determined.
Appearing
on
right-wing
radio,
Republican Presidential Candidate Ted Cruz
was questioned on Trump’s immigration

ideas. Cruz said he would be willing to build
a wall, and would add Trump into his administration to build it.
“Absolutely yes,
on both fronts,” Cruz
said, in response to
the question. “We
know how to solve
this problem, and we
will end sanctuary
cities, we will end
welfare for people
Fox
here illegally, we will
end catch-and-release,
and we will deport criminal illegal aliens,”
Cruz said.
In response to Donald Trump’s proposal,
former Mexican President Vicente Fox said
in an interview with Jorge Ramos, "I'm not
going to pay for that f***ing wall.”
Republican
Presidential
Candidate
Marco Rubio said he disagrees with Trump’s
proposal.
“His habit of making offensive and

outlandish statements will not bring
Americans together,” Rubio said.
The U.S-Mexico immigration wall will
not only affect the hispanic culture, but the
entire country, due to the diversity in the U.S.
“I think Trump isn't the first, nor will he
be the last person, who has the delusional
idea to build a wall thousands of miles long
just to keep people out,” said Grand Rapids
Community College student Ivan Diaz. “It
never worked before and it won't work now,
especially if Trump's only plan to pay for it
is to have Mexico front the bill. Mexico will
never pay for something like this, and Trump
and his followers would be crazy to believe
otherwise.”
GRCC student Joshae’ Morales said
Trump’s statement is irrational.
“People come to the U.S. for better lives,
why keep depriving others of something that
should be a right?” Morales said, “If he wants
a wall built, he can have it by paying (for) it
himself instead of having Mexico do it. It's
wrong.”
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EDITORIAL
Women who paved the way
Buried underneath St. Patrick’s Day,
March Madness and sometimes Easter
is Women’s History Month, a commonly
forgotten recognition in the month of
March.
The celebration began in 1981, when
Congress started to honor women for a
week in the beginning of the month. By
1995, it was established as a month-long
event. Since then, leaders nationwide have
especially acknowledged women during
the month of March.
Although the full list could be endless,
below are a few influential women who
have made a permanent mark in our
nation’s history.

Michelle Obama (1964-)

The current, and first AfricanAmerican, first lady of the United States
has made a strong impression on the
nation in the last seven years, mostly
through her message of poverty awareness, health and child obesity. She has a
lengthy background in law and helped her
husband, the first African-American president Barack Obama, win and re-win the
presidency in 2008 and 2012, respectively.
In her position she serves as an accredited
role model for women in the United States.

Victoria Woodhull (1838-1927)

As one of the first female stockbrokers
on Wall Street, she was the first woman
to be nominated for U.S. president, nominated by the Women’s National Equal
Rights Party.

Elizabeth Blackwell (1821-1910)

After being rejected by all six major
medical schools because of her gender,
she was the first woman to be awarded
a medical degree after attending Geneva
College in New York. She later started
a women’s medical college, after her
dispensary expanded into the New
York Infirmary for Indigent Women and
Children.

Harriet Tubman (c.1820-1913)

Not only did she pave way for
women, but she paved way for the freedom of slaves as a “conductor” on the
Underground Railroad, leading over 300
slaves to freedom.

The first woman appointed to the U.S.
Supreme Court. She was appointed by
President Reagan, who vowed during his
1980 presidential campaign that he would
appoint the first woman to the court.

Helen Keller (1880-1968)

Sacagawea (1788-1812)

Helen, who was left blind, deaf and
mute as a result of a childhood disease,
became an expert author and spokesperson for those with disabilities.

Grand Rapids Mayor Rosalynn Bliss giving her first State of the City address.

Elizabeth Cady Stanton (1815-1902)
& Susan B. Anthony (1820-1906)
These two women joined forces
in 1850 and broke ground for the
Women’s Right’s Movement, fighting for
economic freedoms for women. The two
created the National Women’s Suffrage
Association, with a mission of opposing
the 15th Amendment because it excluded
women’s rights to vote. Eventually
Congress ratified the 19th Amendment in
1920, granting women the right to vote.

Sandra Day O’Conner (1930-)

JOHN ROTHWELL/PHOTO EDITOR

She helped explorers Lewis and Clark
with translation, direction and was a
symbol of peace between explorers and
natives.

Editorial Cartoon courtesy Tribune News Service

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
By Rosalynn Bliss

Mayor of Grand Rapids
I begin my term as mayor of Grand
Rapids with great excitement – and with a
great sense of responsibility. I recognize I
am standing on the shoulders of many great
leaders who have come before me, and I
am honored to follow in their footsteps and
help chart a course for our future.
Our future, however, does not rest on
my shoulders alone. I need every person in
our community to be at the table – whether
it’s attending City Commission meetings,
serving on a board or task force, planting
trees and cleaning up the river, among many
other ways to keep
Grand Rapids moving forward in a positive direction.
That’s where you come in. The GRCC
community plays an important role in shaping the future of our city.
As I outlined in my first State of the
City address, Grand Rapids has much to be
proud of and to celebrate. We have strong
economic development, an entrepreneurial spirit that believes anything is possible,
unique and dynamic neighborhoods, a natural resource that runs through our downtown and a commitment to sustainability,
among many other assets.
But we are not without challenges. We
must tackle several issues that are keeping
us from being the most vibrant, effective
and inclusive city we can be.
For Grand Rapids to be THE place for
everyone, we need to nurture hope, innovation, inclusion and a sense of possibility.
We need a strong and growing local economy where both small and large businesses
thrive as they create opportunity for all.
That means we need people with dreams
and solutions to problems – and the willingness to take risks and work hard.

Grand Rapids Community College is full
of dreamers and risk takers who are poised
to have a lasting impact on our city for
generations to come.
We also need housing that is affordable
for everyone. I am committed to making
sure that anyone who wants to live in our
city – whether you’re a college student,
young professional, senior, blue-collar
worker or family of six – can afford to do
so and can proudly call Grand Rapids home.
We need strong relationships between
the community and police, ensuring that all
residents feel empowered and respected.
This calls for a strategic action plan to
eliminate racial disparities. The Bob and
Aleicia Woodrick Diversity Learning Center
at GRCC is a great model and resource for
the tough work that lies ahead to ensure
that Grand Rapids is a welcoming and inclusive place for everyone.
As we work to better understand the
racial disparities that exist in our City, it
is important that we look back and learn
from the past. To that end, I am encouraging the community to join me in reading “A
City Within a City” by Todd E. Robinson.
This book provides a historical framework
to help us learn from our past and appreciate the context of our current state – and it
provides hope for the future. I hope you will
read this book and join me this summer at
a community forum to discuss its message
and lessons.
I also encourage you to watch my State
of the City address at mayorbliss.org and
join the dialogue about how – working
together – we can make Grand Rapids a city
of opportunity for all.
As your mayor, I am committed to working with the community on these issues. I
hope you will join me in moving the needle
and making a lasting impact on the city we
love.
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What it’s like being a journalist at Mental health
a Donald Trump rally: unsettling needs to be
rambunctious as the announcement was
By John Rothwell
addressed
made.
Photo Editor
"Grand Rapids please welcome our next
properly in
president Donald J Trump."
As an aspiring 50-year-old male photoLooking through the camera lens, I
journalist, I have been in some situations that
snapped photos as Trump took the stage
have scared me.
American society
repeatedly saying, "We love Michigan, We
There was the time I was on a photo stand

love Michigan."
Trump worked the crowd into a frenzy
with his promise to build more cars in
Michigan and talking about how we as a
state are going to start winning again. He also
talked about Lindsey Graham leaving the
race.
“Everybody that goes against us should
go down the tubes," Trump said.
As Trump continued on he started talking
about how Russia's Vladimir Putin was saying
nice things about him. Trump said somebody
asked him if he was offended by Putin saying
nice things about him.
"No, No," Trump replied.
This is where it started getting scary for
me.
Trump went on to talk about how someone brought up the fact that Putin has killed
reporters.
"I don't like that, I am totally against that.
By the way, I hate some of these people but
I would never kill them...I'll be honest I will
never kill them, I would never do that...”
Trump said, pausing dramatically. “No I
wouldn't. I would never kill them, but I do
hate them and some of them are such lying,
disgusting people. It's true, it's true."
Taking in Trump’s every word, the crowd
turned and looked back at us in the media
pen cheering louder than they had all night.
It seemed like they, at any second, would
erupt at Trump’s prompting. He didn’t say
“attack!” Or “throw them out of here,” but I
was truly scared for my life at that moment
not knowing what was going to come next
from the crowd.
Trump changed the subject to something
about Hillary Clinton then as a protester
raised his voice Trump started talking about
how the media will only report about the
protester being ejected from his rally and
how the camera will only show that.
Trump demanded
that the cameras show
the audience and once
again hundreds of his
supporters turned and
faced us in the pen.
For the second
time that night I was
fearful again, waiting for the words of
attack to come from
the mouth of Donald
Trump.
I do not recall
much more of the
stump speech he delivered that night. There
was one point he did
called it a "love fest.”
Looking back, I
can't
help but wonder
JILL ROTHWELL/COLLEGIATE STAFF
if anyone has ever felt
The Collegiate Photo Editor John Rothwell (left) stands next
like they were going to
to local photographer Paul Jendrasiak at a Donald Trump
die at a love fest?
event at the DeltaPlex Arena in December 2015.
at an indoor midget sprint car race and one
of the cars crashed into the stand causing it
to collapse with several of us photographers
on it.
Another time I was up on a catwalk up
in the rafters of an old arena trying to get an
overhead shot. The catwalk did not have a
secure railing and seemed to rock back and
forth.
Another time I was strapped in the door
gunner’s position of a Huey helicopter and
the pilot kept making steep turns making me
feel like I was going to fall out.
All of these situations were scary, but
none of them caused the fear I felt covering
the Donald Trump rally in Grand Rapids last
December.
Walking into the DeltaPlex with camera
equipment, I first had to go through metal
detectors. My camera equipment was
searched by Secret Service and then smelled
by dogs. After entering the arena I was
directed to a media pen about three-quarters
of the way back from the stage. This area
was fenced in and had risers in the front
for photographers and a work area behind
the risers for those using laptops and other
devices.
Staking out my position on the riser I
was placed next to a crew from NBC and
two local photographers from Grand Rapids,
covering the event for their respective publications.
As the building started to fill, I noticed
that the crowd was not a representation of
the America I see on a daily basis. It was an
all-white crowd mostly middle aged, or older,
males. Not even close to the mixtures of ages,
races and genders I see around Grand Rapids.
The rally began with the singing of the
National Anthem, a prayer, and a local Eagle
Scout display.
The crowd was getting loud and

By Priya Kaur
Collegiate Staff

Mental health is treated very uniquely
in American society compared to physical health. Despite nearly 18 percent of
the population having an anxiety disorder
and 10 percent of Americans being diagnosed with depression, mental health is
still pushed aside. It’s something that isn’t
given much importance and to many people
is simply not real. People say that others
always know what they are doing and
should always be punished for their actions,
but the line between motive and real problems is a tricky one to draw. At what point
can you dictate whether someone’s actions
are being motivated by an internal problem,
or by outward motivations?
Many times people do not know that
they have a problem. Symptoms such as
anger issues, social withdrawal and change
in diet can provide minor clues to things
such as anxiety or depression. Of course
in any case that you think someone is not
doing well you should not approach them
and state that. You should try to find out
what is bothering them. It may not be something specific, but again, this is simply lending an accepting hand to someone in need.
Not everyone is born the same but
not everyone is that different either. Most
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mental health issues are simply caused by
not being balanced, like a scale. As long as
you’re steadily balanced somewhere in the
middle, you are fine. A bit too far to one side
and you’re considered unstable and many
times it’s not dangerous. But, at times, it can
be. Not only of others, but for the person
who has the problems as well.
As a society we tend to only pay attention to mental health when something drastic happens. Which I suppose is where the
stigma of mental instability always being
dangerous comes from. It’s the reason we
see having mental issues as such a negative thing. No one talks about the perfectly
average citizen who takes prescriptions for
minor things such as anxiety or depression
and never causes any problem. We only see
major events in the news and thus associate
mental disorders with violence.
Since mental health issues are looked at
with such negativity, people aren’t open to
accepting that they may have a problem. As
a society, the only way we can help with this
is to lend our understanding and acceptance
to people who may need it. Issues such as
depression can be caused by a chemical
imbalance and many times is fixable with
the right medication.
We need to understand that people
are not moping around, they are sick.
We wouldn’t say someone with cancer is
choosing to have their illness and should
just go be healthy. Yet we tell people with
mental health issues to simply get over it,
as if were that easy. As a society we need
to stop discrimination against people for
something they cannot control. Many times
a history of mental instability can prevent
people from getting jobs. That’s simply not
right. It needs to be understood that not
allowing people to be a normal part of society only harms them further by not having
the social relationships they need.

Violence not always related to mental illness
By Cesar Ayala
Collegiate Staff

Following the shooting in Kalamazoo,
Jason Brian Dalton, faces six counts of
open murder and two counts of assault
with intent of murder along with eight
counts of use of firearm in the commision of a felony. With this being the 42nd
mass shooting in the United States this
year, it’s time for America to wake up to
the sad truth that it’s not always a mental
illness. Although, it’s very confusing how
a majority of the amount of the shootings
are Caucasian people, yet they are all seen
in the same way of having it be something
to do with a mental illness. Then when a
minority commits this type of behavior it’s
seen as an act of terrorism or just an act of
violence.
Mental illness is referred to a wide
range of mental health conditions or disorders that affect a person’s mood, thinking,
and behavior.
According to a 2015 Huffington Post
article, of 207 mass shootings committed in America, only one of those was

committed by a Muslim named Mohammad
Youssef Abdulazeez. As soon as this incident happened and it was made aware that
the shooter was a Muslim, media sources
stated the motivation behind the shooting
to be an act of terrorism. The other 206
incidents never mentioned their religion,
although when the shooter was a Muslim,
the tables turned and it was sought out
to be made something else. Furthermore,
looking into the case, Abdulazeez was
found to be an alcoholic, abused drugs and
had a long history of mental illness.
James Holmes murdered 12 people in
2012 when he shot up a theater The media
and his defense team instantly said it was
an act of a mental illness, more so schizophrenia. The jury convicted Holmes and
was sentenced for life in prison.
My concern is that the media and many
people are so quick to view minorities in
such a negative way, and put caucasians in
a spot where they are viewed as mentally ill.
This is white privilege at it’s finest and it’s
ridiculous to me to see this continue going
on especially when the majority of mass
shootings are carried out by caucasians.
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S O C I A L M E D I A TA K E O V E R

By Gary Manier

A&E/Features Editor
Social media is part of everyday life for
many Grand Rapids Community College
students. Most, if not all, students have cell
phones, and many of them are smartphones
with internet access. Social media is nearly
impossible to avoid due to ever changing
advancements in technology within the
digital frontier.
According to a 2014 mobile technology fact sheet from Pew Research Center,
90 percent of American adults own a cellphone and 60 percent of those phones are
smartphones. Seven percent of smartphone
owners depend on their phones for internet
access and are “smartphone dependent.”
The Collegiate surveyed a diverse group
of students on campus about their cell
phone and social media use. Here are the
results:
Out of the 18 students interviewed,
all had cell phones and only one student
claimed to have no use for social media.
“I’ve never really seen an interest in it
(social media) I can call my family members
from Mexico, so I don’t really need to use
facebook,” said Roberto Gonzalez, 21, from
Texas. “It seems problematic, I’m the kind
of person that just doesn’t want any problems.”
Nearly all of the students use text
messaging as their main form of communication, citing simplicity and convenience.
Even though it is easy to misread the tone of
a text message, students prefer this method
to calling friends and family.
“Texting is simple, easy and fast, even
with my grandparents, which is weird but
they’re up to date,” said James Reid, 19.
One student claimed that his main form
of communication is Snapchat, even though
he’d rather text or call his family.
“My grandparents like letters sometimes,” said Gio Toffolo, 19. “I guess that I
kind of like how we can communicate with
whoever we want and make whatever we
want and do whatever we want on social
media. I guess I dislike it because at the
same time it makes people feel like normal
life might be mundane.”
Students interviewed claim to spend
between one and three hours on the internet everyday. The global average was one
hour and 40 minutes a day in 2015.
Two of the students talked about using
social media to build community and a
support system for their hobbies and goals.
“I use social media for socializing, sharing photos and connecting,” said Kristin
Vandenhoek, 22. “I’m starting to write a
novel so I use it to connect with other writers.”
Some students entertained the idea of
a day without technology, saying that it
could be very beneficial to their lives, even
refreshing.
“I use Facebook, Tumblr and DeviantArt.
DeviantArt is an online community where
people share their art,” said Kelsey Ladner,
19. “A day without technology would be
good, so I can catch up on my reading.”
Cesar Ayala, Priya Kaur and Jasiel
Ochoa-Mendoza contributed to this report.

Mobile messaging and social media
Pinterest and Instagram usage doubled since 2012. Growth on
other platforms is slower.

% of adults who say they use the following
social media platforms
Facebook
67

Pinterest

Instagram

28 31

26 28

Linkedin

Twitter

71 71 72

15
’12

’15

’12

21

13 17
’15

’12

’15

20 22

’12

28 25

16 18

’15 ’12

23 23

’15

Source: Pew Research Center
Graphic: Staff, Tribune News Service

Call me, maybe
By Dylan Pelak
Collegiate Staff

Throughout the last two decades, text messaging has evolved
from the inconvenient feature on a cell phone that no one really
understands to the prevailing reason most people own a cell
phone. Before the smartphone movement, cell phones had gone
through another movement. Instead of being shaped to make
it easier to make a phone call, cell phones were optimized for
texting, with full keyboards. Texting caught on and has become a
dominant form of communication.
I have found that it is incredibly difficult to get ahold of many
of my friends over the phone. When they receive a call, they
usually let it ring. They might text me after it goes to voicemail to
see why I called. Behind a screen, drawing a conversation out into
short comments sent individually seems to make more sense than
spoken words to most people.
Texting has provided us with a comfortable, but skewed
method of conversation. It allows us to be very deliberate with
words, however emotion and tone can’t be sent along with the
words. Many people prefer texting because it doesn’t require them
to show their true reactions.
Jill Spruit, student at Grand Rapids Community College,
believes that texting may be affecting our conversation and social
skills outside of phone use.
“I think there’s a lot more social anxiety because of texting
because you can hide behind a wall,” Spruit said.
We have been acclimated to a situation in which we don’t have
to be sincere. When we do decide to be sincere, we don’t always
use the most natural word choice. The virtual wall created by

our phones gives us an easy way to omit our natural emotional
response from the conversation.
It is rare to find oneself in a group setting in which all people
are completely devoted to the current conversation anymore. It
is the new normal to multi-task between talking to the people in
front of us and the people on the other end of a text message.
Although we can talk to multiple people at one time, we have a
harder time comprehending two conversations completely. We
lose connection with individuals in the same room as us in order
to maintain a virtual connection with others.
Texting is not entirely a negative concept. It has proven to be
an extremely convenient form of conversation. Every time we
have a thought we wish to share, nearly our entire social circle
is at our fingertips. It would be difficult for most to imagine a life
without being able to contact anyone at any time. During an emergency, we can get help and inform others of a situation immediately. The convenience, like all conveniences, is forgotten and
taken for granted after a while, however. Instead of appreciating
the ability to text, we demand it.
In the 21st century, we changed the way humans communicate. Our new methods will evolve further, and texting will almost
certainly be forgotten completely eventually. The next shift in
instant communication is difficult to predict, but perhaps some
day cell phones will be completely obsolete. Texting is a tool that
is extremely beneficial on the surface, but may have some hidden
side-effects.
Each person does have the ability to decide which conversations are the most important, though. If we make a choice to
not allow it to overtake the entirety of our social interactions, it
will continue to help us stretch the reach of our social circles.
We need to keep in mind that it doesn’t matter how many people
one converses with, but what one converses about with the right
people. It may not be healthy for us to trade quality for convenience.
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Skype offers face-to-face
communication across borders
By Kevin Matienzo
Collegiate Staff

When my grandpa left Grand Rapids in
2011 to move back to Mexico, it was difficult
for me to say goodbye. I was 15 years old at
the time. My dad passed away in 2013 and
my grandfather feels like a second father to
me. The moment he stepped out the door
and left, I thought I was going to lose him.
When he arrived in Mexico he decided to
Skype my mom and I asked if I could talk to
him. After I got a chance to talk again with
my grandpa I felt more calm and didn’t feel
as if he was completely out of my life.
Facetime and Skype have helped me
stay in touch and catch up with my family
in Mexico.
Before these communication platforms
came into my life, I was only able to call my
family in Mexico through my mom’s phone
because she was able to make unlimited
international calls, but I wasn’t able to on
my phone.
I started using Facetime when I was 15
years old and it was mostly for communicating with my girlfriend at the time. I found
out that one of my aunts in Mexico got an
iPad and I told her that I wanted to Facetime
with her and catch up. My mom told me that
my grandparents got a Skype account and I
decided to make one of my own. Now I use
Facetime and Skype almost daily.
Being able to communicate with my

family in Mexico through video calling has
been really beneficial for me because even
though we are not in the same country, it is
still very nice to be able to see their faces.
Whenever I am having a hard time in my life
and I need someone to talk to, I can almost
instantly Skype my grandmother from my
phone.
When I made the Dean’s List in college
for the first time, my grandparents wanted
to congratulate me over Skype and the best
part of the video call was when they told me
that they were proud of me. I love taking
the time to Skype my grandparents on
Mother’s and Father’s day and make them
feel as important as they are like my second
parents.
A new door opened in 2012 when I met
my Aunt Rosa for the first time through
Skype. My mom had always talked so much
about her and mentioned that she was by far
the sweetest Aunt I had. I felt very fortunate
just to be able to at least meet her through
Skype. I could definitely tell that my Aunt
Rosa was sweet and kind when I heard the
tone of her voice. My favorite part of meeting my Aunt Rosa through Skype was when
she said to me, “I love you so much and I
cannot wait to meet you in person.”
Overall, I have had such a great experience using my Skype account to communicate with my grandparents. I honestly enjoy
being able to hear their voices and see their
faces because it makes me calm.

Students outside the Ford Fieldhouse demonstrate social media on their cell
phones.

Real life before social media
By Matt Smith
Collegiate Staff

On a good day, it’s 9:30 a.m. when I pull
the sheets back and my cat reluctantly gets
up off my chest and jumps to the floor. I turn
on the stove to heat the water for my french
press. The biggest decision of my day so
far is what album to put on the turntable.
No this isn’t 1982, its 2016, but most importantly, it’s a morning without social media
or internet.
So far I have nobody else’s life to
compare my own to. I don’t know or
even care about the vacation somebody I
vaguely know through a friend of a friend is
currently enjoying without me.
It happens to the best of us. You wake
up and intend on making coffee. But maybe
you want to check Facebook quick. You
know, just for a minute. Before you know
it you’ve entered a timewarp and wasted
an hour. A whole hour with an empty stomach, empty coffee pot and a cat that wants
to be fed. Everyone has their own experiences and preferences with regards to how
connected they want their lives to be.
I’ve literally lived under a rock before

and can’t remember being happier. For a
period of several months, my partner and
I lived “off the grid” in western Colorado.
That meant no phones, no computers, or
any of the other modern creature comforts.
We lived in a tent in a steep mountain valley
and journeyed into the small nearby town
of Paonia once a week for supplies. I don’t
think I’ve ever been more in tune with my
own thoughts and emotions as when I lived
off the grid.
I’ve noticed that when I have been
briefly involved in social media or online
dating in the past, my stress levels and anxiety increase. Small things in life suddenly
worry me more than they should. Maybe
they misinterpreted my last message? Why
haven’t they messaged me back? What’s
wrong with me? The point is that it was bad
for my self esteem.
I remember dial-up internet. A time
when I used the internet for maybe a few
hours a week instead of a few hours a day. I
seem to remember having a longer attention
span before I became addicted to Reddit.
Maybe I’m getting older and it’s just the
nostalgia getting to me, or maybe I’m not
alone in trying to get back to what’s real.
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The Outer Vibe, who met at GRCC, now on tour

By Hannah Burnis
Collegiate Staff

The five members of Grand Rapidsbased rock band, The Outer Vibe, like to
call themselves a “musical adventure.” The
band is a group of members who love to
write and perform music together.
Currently the band consists of five
people: Shaun Vee on vocals, Nick Hosboc
on guitar, Lisa Kacos on trumpet and
keyboard, Andrew Dornoff on bass guitar
and the general manager and Noah Snyder
on drums.
Before they were a nationally recognized rock band, the five members of The
Outer Vibe met locally on Grand Rapids
Community College’s campus. Hosford and
Kacos worked as adjunct faculty in GRCC’s
music department. Vee is a graphic designer
in the Grand Rapids area, Dornoff runs
the commercial studio, “Pharaoh’s House
Recording,” and Snyder was a student tutor
at GRCC.
Vee and Hosford went to high school
together and that’s how the musical interest started.
”The band has gone through many transformations and we wanted to be out of the
box, different and have a cool vibe, and the
kind of music we were making deserved a
name that was different,” Vee said.
Dornoff said the band originated in
Grand Rapids, creating songs in their basement, what they like to call “basement
jams,” where their sound continued to
grow and become more popular.
The inspiration behind the band’s name
comes from the word “vibe” and how it was
used in the early 2000s to present conversations. The word “vibe” has become more
popular throughout the years. The word
“outer” means different. The music they
create is an “outer vibe” and from that, the
band name was created.
“A lot of our music we make comes from
being locked up in our basement in winter

The Outer Vibe singing “Shining Like a Diamond” in their music video.
when growing up,” Dornoff said. “We write
music about the beach because that is what
we’ve longed for and it’s great because now
these songs are taking us places.”
“It’s kind of funny because we all have
different musical influences and we all
make music together,” Vee said. “There are
a few musical influences we all look up to,
like the Beatles, Beach Boys, Paul Simon,
so very classic pop.”
Dornoff describes the band as “very DIY
(do it yourself).”
“We like to do things our own way,
finding new discoveries along the way,”
Dornoff said.

Band members say they enjoy creating
relationships with people who love adventures, new experiences, and living life to
the fullest.
The Outer Vibe has been traveling
around North America on their 2016 “Full
Circle” tour for the past seven weeks.
The “Full Circle” tour is named after
and was influenced by their most recent
album, which includes their most popular
songs such as “Sold My Brain,” “Shining
Like a Diamond” and “Full Circle.”
They are currently traveling around the
United States in their Ford van they named
“Vanny DeVito.”

COURTESY PHOTO

For more information, visit theoutervibe.com and follow them on Instagram,
Twitter,
Youtube,
SoundCloud
and
Facebook, where they post their music
videos, pictures, and stories of where they
travel.
In April, they will have many new things,
new music in store for their fans this next
coming year. The band will continue to post
and share the latest news on their website
and their social media pages.
To purchase tickets for any of their
upcoming Full Circle Tour shows visit their
website. Tickets cost no more than $7 and
fans must be 21 or older to attend.

Review: ‘3 1/2 Minutes, Ten Bullets’ chills viewers
By Arielle Jackson
Collegiate Staff

When it comes to finding justice, the
documentary “3 ½ minutes, Ten Bullets,”
told from the perspective of Jordan Davis
parents as they go down a journey to find
peace, proves to be heart-wrenching. This
film gives viewers an inside feel of the
State vs. Dunn trial as Ron Davis and Lucia
McBath cope with the murder of their
son. On Nov. 23, 2012, four Florida teenagers, Leland Brunson, Tommie Stornes,
Tevin Thompson and Davis arrived at a gas
station. Three and a half minutes later, 10
bullets were shot by 47-year old Michael
Dunn and 17-year old Davis was dead.
That day, Davis and his friends decided
to head to the mall and see Davis’ girlfriend. After spending time at the mall, they
drove around for a while and then headed
to the Gate gas station. At the same time,
Dunn and his fiancee Rhonda Rouer left his
son’s wedding to check on their dog at their

hotel. On the way over to the hotel, they
made a quick stop at the same gas station
to purchase alcohol.
Before Rouer entered the gas station,
Dunn said, “I hate that thug music,” talking
about the loud music being played within
Stornes’ SUV. In the meantime, Stornes
went inside to purchase cigarettes. Outside,
Dunn and Davis were both sitting in their
respective cars as an argument between
the two broke out, three-and-a-half minutes
later Dunn pulled out a gun and shot Davis.
As the trials start to unfold, viewers
are taken on an emotional rollercoaster.
Dunn was found guilty of three counts of
second-degree attempted murder in Jan.
2013, and in Oct. 2014 Dunn was convicted
of first-degree murder. After Dunn was
sentenced to life without parole, Davis’
parents held hands inside the courthouse
with family members and friends, thanking
God for giving Jordan the justice he and his
family fought for, for almost two years.
In the movie, Davis’s murder was

compared in similarity to Trayvon Martin’s
murder. Both teenagers did not break the
law, but argued with white men, and were
killed for exercising their first amendment
rights.
Throughout many decades, African
American rights have been slowly given
to them but neglected by our government.
This was not the first time, and isn’t the
last time, an African American boy has
been killed. It was discussed in the film
that if Davis were a caucasian teenager this
wouldn’t have happened and Dunn would
have argued but never to the extent in
which it led to.
Towards the end of the film, there was
a recorded phone call from Dunn to his
fiance. His words were, “I am the f******
victim here … Maybe he would have killed
someone if it wasn’t for me.”
This was one of the most upsetting part
of the movie. Many viewers at the Grand
Rapids Celebration Cinema North March
6 premiere found Dunn’s words disturbing.
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BRACKETOLOGY
REDUX
By Andy McDonald
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At 12:15 p.m. March 17 the brackets were locked in and everyone in the country kept a
constant watch to see if the picks they made were correct.
It didn’t take long for most people to give up on those picks.
The opening weekend of the NCAA tournament featured multiple upsets and heartbreaking finishes that almost no one could predict. Championship contenders were knocked off
all four days of the first and second rounds and are making it harder to find the true number
one team in college basketball.
However, we have reached the Sweet 16, and one of these teams will win it all. Here’s my
predictions for the upcoming games.

Collegiate Staff

SOUTH REGION

EAST REGION

WINNER: INDIANA

1 North Carolina vs 5 Indiana

I sure didn’t believe in them after their
loss in their opening game of the Big Ten
Tournament to Michigan, but Indiana and
Kevin “Yogi” Ferrell beat a very good No. 4
seed Kentucky with some solid late game
play, winning 73-67. Before that the Hoosiers
put up 99 points on No. 12 seed Chattanooga,
winning by 25 points. Tom Crean’s team
is playing well, but so has its opponent.
North Carolina is showing true to its No. 1
seed with two blowout victories over No.
16 seed Florida Gulf Coast and No. 9 seed
Providence. I think this game will be a close
game with Brice Johnson putting up another
double-double for the Tarheels, but I think
Indiana will come up with big plays late and
keep running until it’s in Houston.

6 Notre Dame vs 7 Wisconsin

Both of these teams are riding crazy finishes into this game. The Fighting Irish edged a
No. 11 seed Michigan team that gave Notre Dame all it had, but pulled away at the end to win
by seven. They then battled with another upset minded team, No. 14 seed Stephen F. Austin,
but Zach Auguste tipped in a shot with just a second to go to advance. Wisconsin had to
win its first game against No. 10 seed Pittsburgh with defense in a low scoring 47-43 victory,
and then played No. 2 seed Xavier down to the wire when Bronson Koenig hit a game-tying
three-pointer, and then with two seconds to go hit a fade away corner three-pointer into a
mob by his bench to win the game. Both teams are similar in depth and starters, but I think
Wisconsin wins and loses to Indiana in a Big Ten Conference matchup in the Elite Eight.

1 Virginia vs 4 Iowa State

These two sweet 16 contenders are
both trying to prove that they are legitimate
contenders to many people still, and they
have a chance to do it against each other.
Virginia had no problem against No. 16 seed
Hampton winning 81-45, and then had some
trouble with No. 9 seed Butler, but held on
to win 77-69. Iowa State beat No. 13 seed
Iona by 12 in its first round game with little
trouble and then handled Arkansas Little
Rock, a team that upset Purdue, with ease
winning 78-61. I think this game will be
close, but at the end of the day Virginia has
been here before and pulls away with some
late plays and keeps going to the Final Four.

10 Syracuse vs 11 Gonazaga

MIDWEST REGION

WINNER: KANSAS

1 Kansas vs 5 Maryland

Unlike most of the highly seeded teams
in the first weekend, Kansas looked like the
overall No. 1 seed they were given by the
selection committee. The Jayhawks didn’t
show any signs of an upset against the No.
16 seed Austin Peay, and handled a very hot
No. 9 seed UConn with ease cruising to a
12-point win. Maryland meanwhile handled
their business in games they were suppose
to win against No. 12 seed South Dakota
State and No. 13 seed Hawaii. Melo Trimble
and Diamond Stone lead a strong offensive
Maryland team that can score a lot in a
hurry. The defense and size of Kansas is too
much for a Maryland team to handle that
doesn’t have the best depth on their bench.
I’ve got Kansas winning and not slowing
down until they reach the final four.

2 Villanova vs 3 Miami

With both of these teams, many didn’t believe in them to make it this far, but they proved
that they are serious. Villanova was expected to beat No. 15 seed UNC Asheville but No. 7
seeded Iowa out of the Big Ten conference was a team that many thought could make it
difficult for Villanova. That didn’t show to be true at all, as they pounded the Hawkeyes by
19. Miami hasn’t been seeded this high in a long time but now has been given the chance and
ran with it. There was a bit of a scare in the first game against No. 14 seed Buffalo but they
got the job done with a 79-72 victory. Then a tough No. 11 seed Wichita State took the game
down to the wire, but the Hurricanes showed great composure late again and won by eight.
In this Sweet 16 matchup I don’t see either team pulling away, and whoever is making their
shots on a late run at the end could walk out with a win. I see Villanova proving its two seed
true and edging Miami in a close game, but losing to Kansas in the Elite Eight.

1 Oregon vs 4 Duke

WEST REGION

The selection committee and Oregon
couldn’t be any better friends after proving
each other right (they could also thank No.
15 seed Middle Tennessee). No. 2 Michigan
State was stunned in the first round in one
of the biggest upsets in NCAA tournament
history by the Blue Raiders, and left no
doubt that Oregon deserved the No. 1 seed
it was given. After having no trouble with
No. 16 seed Holy Cross in a 92-51 victory, a
pesky No. 8 seed Saint Joseph’s fought with
the Ducks all the way to the finish but lost
a late lead and fell 69-64 to Oregon. Duke
meanwhile was almost the first upset of the
tournament but avoided a late rally from No.
13 seed UNC Wilmington, winning by eight.
Then the Blue Devils faced off with a upset
hungry No. 12 seed Yale Bulldogs team that
gave Duke another run, but the Blue Devils hung on to win 71-64. Oregon and Duke is set
to be a great game with strengths on both sides of the court. Greyson Allen has been here
before, but I see the combination of Tyler Dorsey and Dillon Brooks being too much in the
end for Duke to stop, as the Ducks advance to the Elite Eight but will go no further.

WINNER: OKLAHOMA

WINNER: VIRGINIA

Here’s two teams that were not expected
to make a tournament run, but you can never count out in March. Syracuse shocked No. 7
seed Dayton with a 70-51 upset in the first round and then went on to beat a fellow upset
opponent in No. 15 seed Middle Tennessee State 75-50. Gonzaga was also a team that no one
really knew what to expect, but did what they were not supposed to do. The Zags shocked
No. 6 seed Seton Hall with a 68-52 victory and then didn’t slow down at all when they blew
out No.3 seed Utah by 23 points. I think in a game that is hard to know what to expect from
either team, Gonzaga continues to shock the world and wins in a close game, but loses in
another close game to the No. 1 seed Virginia.

2 Oklahoma vs 3 Texas A&M

Buddy Hield might just be the best player in the country and sure is playing like it when
it matters most. Against No. 15 seed Bakersfield he had 27 points in a 82-68 blowout victory,
and then came back and dropped 36 points on a strong No. 10 seed Virginia Commonwealth
to help his team sneak a 85-81 victory by to survive and advance. Texas A&M probably
shouldn’t be here right now. After having no problems with No. 14 seed Green Bay, the Aggies
were down by 12 points with 44 seconds to go and went on a 14-2 run to tie the game and
go to overtime and win in double overtime 92-88 over a stunned No. 11 seed Northern Iowa.
Danuel House is an outstanding athlete and should keep the Aggies in the game, but I think
the Sooners will be too much to handle and make a run all the way to the Final Four.
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Brenden Johnson shows
versatility by making
the switch from catcher to first
By Andy McDonald
Collegiate Staff

Normally when someone spends time
with their mother or grandmother at a
young age, it usually involves reading a
book or maybe drawing a picture.
For Brenden Johnson, it was how he
got his inspiration and love for the game of
baseball.
Johnson, a 19-year-old Grand Rapids
native, graduated from Northview High
School, and will be transferring into Aquinas
College in the fall to not only continue
his baseball career, but earn his major in
communications.
Johnson’s mother, Cheryl Johnson, is a
single mother to not only Brenden, but also
sister Brooke, and brother, Brett.
“I got into baseball from my mom and
she used to play softball at GRCC way back
in the day,” Johnson said. “I started playing catch with my grandma when I was
5 and my love of the game just grew from
there...I've basically had a bat in my hand
from day one.”
Johnson was a catcher at Northview and
in his first year at GRCC, but this year he's
trying something a little different.
“This season I'm really looking to work
on the defensive side since I'm making the
switch from catcher to first base for the first
time in my career,” Johnson said. “I'm doing
what the team needs me to do and whatever
can help us win.”
Last season, Johnson had a batting average of .281 in nine of 32 at bats with a .344
slugging percentage while adding seven
runs batted in. In the field he only committed two errors with a .950 fielding percentage.
Coach Mike Cupples has been happy to

coach Johnson, and thinks his character off
the field has a lot to do with the role he can
play on the field.
“Brenden had an injury last year behind
the plate as a freshman that he has overcome very nicely,” Cupples said. “He's
moving to first base this year for the team
and I think that will free him up a bit more
and really allow him to show his leadership
skills.”
Other than improving his game, Johnson
believes the team is improving due to its
chemistry.
“We have a lot of guys who work
extremely hard to better themselves
and that's something we just lacked last
season,” Johnson said. “It really feels like
we are getting closer together as a team.”
When it comes to actually playing on
the field, Johnson is already seeing some
changes from a year ago.
“We are improving in every aspect of
the game, but where I really notice it is
pitching,” Johnson said. “It helps to have
another coach who works with our pitchers (Wes Germaine) because pitching wins
ballgames.”
Through all of his years of playing, there
was one specific highlight that stuck out to
Johnson just a year ago.
“My first home run was a big milestone
for me because I worked hard for years for
that moment,” Johnson said. “It came last
year against Ancilla and it really is the best
feeling you can have.”
With the season creeping closer,
Johnson is ready to finish strong at GRCC
and continue on his career.
“I'm just looking forward to a great
season and to carry success into next
season when I play at Aquinas,” Johnson
said.

Editorial Cartoon courtesy Tribune News Service
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Brenden Johnson practices at his new position, first base on March 22.

GRCC baseball ‘struggles mentally’ in Dayton
By Andy McDonald
Collegiate Staff

The Grand Rapids Community College
baseball team traveled to Dayton, Ohio to
take on the National Junior College Athletic
Association’s No. 8 Sinclair Community
College Tartans. The Raiders finished the
weekend 1-2, dropping the team's record to
2-12.
Coach Mike Cupples thought his team
started the weekend much better than the
way it was finished.
“Our game on
Saturday, I thought
we took those positives and competed
and won the game,”
Cupples said. “We’re
having some trouble
on defense right now,
especially mentally,
Cupples
so it was a tough trip.
We just need to make
physical adjustments as well as mental
ones.”
Justin Palmbos earned his first win
of the season as a starter for the Raiders.
Palmbos went 6.2 innings and gave up three
runs on seven hits, and only one of the runs
was earned. Sam Traver then pitched the
final 2.1 innings and gave up two hits with
no earned runs giving him the save.
Brendan Johnson went 2-for-4 while
scoring two runs. Jalen Cox also went
2-for-4 with a run batted in to help the
Raiders earn the 6-5 win.
In the first game on Sunday, Brad
Buurstra started the game and went five

innings and only gave up two earned runs
on five hits, and had four strikeouts with
just one walk. Ean Walda came in for the
sixth inning and allowed three earned runs
while giving up five hits, three walks, and
nabbed three strikeouts as the Raiders lost
5-6.
In the second game of the day, SCC
didn't slow down as they shut out GRCC
13-0. Trevor Russo picked up his third loss
of the season pitching just three innings
while giving up 10 runs, only three earned,
on seven hits. He also added three strikeouts with three walks. Jackson Shaver
pitched one inning for the Raiders allowing
three runs, none of which were earned, on
two hits and one walk.
Cupples thought his team had a chance
to win, but couldn't finish the game out.
“We had a chance to win the first game
(on Sunday), but we couldn't throw strikes,”
Cupples said. “We made a few errors that
didn't help our chances, and the next game
we just couldn't make any plays at all and
we just didn't do it physically with some
throwing errors and that took us out of the
game mentally.”
Going forward, Cupples wants his team
to come into games with a different mindset
and hopes that will make a difference.
“Up and down the whole lineup there
is room for improvement and it’s my job
to get them playing consistently,” Cupples
said. “Mentally I was disappointed in them,
mainly on Sunday. We’re working on it so it
can hopefully change the outcomes.”
GRCC’s next game will be against
Macomb Community College at 1 p.m. April
2 at Belknap Park.
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$4.25 million in Fieldhouse upgrades sought

GRCC officials
lobbied Michigan
state legislature
for funding
By Dawan Brown
Collegiate Staff

At a recent legislative luncheon, Grand
Rapids Community College administrators
lobbied state lawmakers for $4.25 million
dollars for urgent upgrades needed to
restore the Ford Fieldhouse’s classroom
space for students.
“We have done renovations and
upgrades to many of our facilities including the Main Building, Cook Academic Hall,
and as well as the Music building,” said Vice
President of Finance and Administration
Lisa Freiburger. “The Fieldhouse is our next
biggest priority that needs to be done.”
The Fieldhouse, built in 1976, falls
short of the Americans with Disabilities
Act (ADA) compliance for several reasons.
An outdated fire alarm system that could
lead to further danger in case the system
fails to notify people inside of a fire. There
have also been issues of air conditioning
failures causing an unbearable rise in heat
in the summer months, resulting in classes
and activities in the Ford Fieldhouse to be
cancelled or no longer held.
The facility is mainly used for student
classes such as allied health, massage therapy and medical laboratory science, fields
where the the school requires more space
to hold students. The representatives from
GRCC stressed to lawmakers that the Ford
Fieldhouse is an academic space more than
anything else, and that is where the funds
would be used. GRCC officials stated that
they would not be able to afford the renovations without state assistance. Governor
Rick Snyder’s plan did include funds for
some universities while community colleges
were left out.
“The locker rooms as well as classroom
space need a full renovation,” Freiburger
said. “We could use upgrades to the HVAC
and fire suppression systems. The arena is
just fine so the arena and auditorium will go
untouched.”
GRCC will look to use a total of $8.5
million for the renovation of the Fieldhouse,
with half of that budget being provided by
the City of Grand Rapids, and the other half
by the State of Michigan. This will play a
part in transforming the Fieldhouse’s more
neglected areas into functional classroom
space for the students in those areas of
study.
“I believe we have done our job with little
support from the state so we will continue
to push the state for assistance,” Freiburger
said regarding that Snyder’s budget plan did
not give the necessary funds to GRCC.
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Exterior of the Gerald R. Ford Fieldhouse at Grand Rapids Community College.
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The locker rooms (above), the workout rooms (above right) and classroom areas used for yoga (below right) would be
included in the renovations requested by the school.

GRAND RAPIDS

Be focused.
Your dream of earning your bachelor’s degree is within reach thanks
to the partnership between Ferris State University and Grand
Rapids Community College. Take your Ferris classes on the campus
of GRCC and walk into your future without walking away from your
community. Be focused. Be successful right where you are.

ferris.edu/grandrapids
Ferris State University is an equal opportunity institution. For information on the
University’s Policy on Non-Discrimination, visit ferris.edu/non-discrimination.

030916

