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A collection of articles showcasing the impact of the
coronavirus, social unrest, and uncertainty in higher education

Letter from the
As the most unusual of summers draws to a close, tensions across the country have run amok. The
coronavirus, which originally surfaced in China at the end of 2019, quickly and viciously spread
across the globe. Upon its first inception in Michigan, Gov. Gretchen Whitmer took aggressive
action in closing the state while she and her team worked on securing personal protective
equipment and ensuring local hospitals were equipped to handle the influx of patients presenting
with the acute respiratory illness. The shutdown, which lasted over 80 days, was merely one
of multiple events that solidified the year of 2020 as “unprecedented.” Schools quickly pivoted
traditional in-person learning to an online format which inevitably created a unique set of
challenges for administrators, professors, and students alike. The death of George Floyd ensued
protests across the United States as well as internationally. Many of these protests devolved to
violence; downtown Grand Rapids being one of the many cities subjected to such damage. Inside
an Emergency is a special edition magazine that focuses on these extraordinary challenging
circumstances and encapsulates the events of the summer.
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Whitmer issues stay-at-home order
By Brianna Wetherbee | March 23, 2020

G

Govenor Gretchen
Whitmer is ordering
Michiganders
to “Stay Home,
Stay Safe” in her
latest directive to minimize
the “exponential growth” of
COVID-19. Executive Order
2020-21 will go into effect at
12:01 a.m. Tuesday, March 24
and remain for “at least the next
three weeks.”
Whitmer reported in a press
conference that there are 1,232
confirmed cases of COVID-19
with 15 deaths being attributed to
the virus as of Monday morning.
“There is a model that
anticipates that if we stay on our
current trajectory, just like Italy,
over 70% of our people could
get infected with COVID-19,”
Whitmer said. “Of that 7 million
people projected, about a million
4

of them would need to be
hospitalized.”

and thousands of gallons of hand
sanitizer “thanks to Michigan
businesses.” Although, she added
According
to
Whitmer,
that this supply is “nowhere near
Michigan has roughly 25,000
enough.”
acute care beds. Stopping the
spread of this virus is “the most
Because of this, the governor
important tool we have to keep has ordered all businesses not
our community safe.”
“necessary to sustain or protect
life” to suspend all in-person
Michigan just received it’s
operations and work from home.
allotment of supplies from the
Activities such as working on
federal government’s national
“critical infrastructure,” outdoor
strategic stockpile.
recreational activity, or tasks
“The allotment of personal vital to the health and safety
protective equipment for one of oneself or family members
of our hospitals was 747 N95 will be permitted. All must be
masks, 204 gowns, 4,467 gloves, done while maintaining six feet
and 64 face shields,” Whitmer of distance from any persons
said. “With the exception of the outside of one’s household.
gloves, that allotment is barely
According to the release, “all
enough to barely cover one shift
public and private gatherings of
at that hospital.”
any number of people occurring
Whitmer said that the state has among persons outside a single
procured over 4 million masks household
are
temporarily

“Stay Home, Stay Safe” Executive Order signed by Gov. Gretchen Whitmer Monday set to go
into effect at 12:01 a.m. March 24 (courtsey photo)

prohibited.”

number of confirmed
cases in Michigan could
increase five-fold within
a week without taking
these “aggressive but
temporary measures.”

“Do not panic, do not
hoard,” Whitmer said
in the press conference,
reassuring people that
the supply chain for food
and other essentials will
Whitmer promised
remain intact.
to
provide
more
“We know that there information for the
is community spread school system coming
in several areas of the shortly. A little over a
state,” Khaldun said week ago, she signed an
in a press conference. executive order issuing
Advising
that
the all K-12 schools to close

through April 5. That order cover people
will now be extended to, who work or volunteer
at least, April 13.
for operations (secular
“Young people, I’m and religious) “that
talking to you now,” provide food, shelter,
Whitmer
advised, and other necessities of
“You’re not immune to life for economically
or
this. You can get this.” disadvantaged
Later adding that these otherwise
needy
restrictive
measures individuals, individuals
will have to be extended who need assistance as a
should they not be result of this emergency,
properly observed.
and
people
with
Exceptions to this disabilities.”
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of the term.”

VIRTUAL
CLASSES

for the remainder of
the semester at GRCC
March 23, 2020

In an attempt to minimize the spread of COVID-19,
Grand Rapids Community College classes will remain
in an online format for the remainder of the winter
semester, Brian Knetl, GRCC Provost and Executive
Vice President for Academic and Student Affairs,
announced Monday, March 23.
Officials from the Kent County Health Department
have confirmed that two GRCC students have tested
positive for COVID-19. Professors and students who
were potentially exposed have been notified and the
health department has determined that there is “little to
no risk to others at the college.”
GRCC President Bill Pink stated that this decision
was made so faculty and students could “make the
necessary steps to continue education through the end

Pink praised the efforts of faculty who have worked
to assist students with “existing and magnified student
challenges in other areas.”
Decisions regarding commencement and Summer
2020 classes are still ongoing.

one student’s experience
with contracting COVID-19

“These are challenging times, and we want to reduce
the amount of additional disruption for our students and
faculty as we move forward,” Pink stated in a release.
“This campus continues to put the needs of our students
first, even as we work remotely.”
In an email to students, Knetl urged people to
maintain participation in classes and check their GRCC
student emails daily. For those who this is not possible
for, the provost stated that he is “reviewing college
policies and procedures and making adjustments to help
you complete this semester as successfully as possible.”
“We are very passionate and committed about
supporting your academic pursuits to reach your
personal and professional goals,” Knetl stated. “We
are also concerned about you and the wellbeing of
our community. With these two things in mind, we are
making unprecedented decisions and responding to
quickly changing circumstances.”
The Student Life office has created an online resource
to help assist the needs of students. The link to the GRCC
webpage can be found here.
Support services such as academic advising and
counseling, financial aid and enrollment questions will
remain available remotely.
By Brianna Wetherbee
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Five countries in 36 hours:
By Brianna Wetherbee
April 1, 2020

“Two weeks ago I
was happily going about
my daily life in Paris,”
Michaela Stock said of
her lifestyle studying
abroad. “Now I’m in
an Airbnb in Lansing,
Michigan.”

COVID-19 on March
20.

Because France was
slower to respond to
the threat of the virus,
Stock notes that she
was unsure how to react
since she was living in
Stock, 22, from East Paris and Italy shares
Lansing, is a student a large border with
at the Paris School of France.
Business through an
“I have kind of been
international education living in this weird ‘how
program
facilitated scared should I be?’
by
Hope
College. mindset about a month
Stock, who became before my friends in
symptomatic
March the U.S. started talking
15, was tested that about it,” Stock said
same day and received of the distress Europe
positive test results for faced weeks before the

states did with regard of her spring break
to the spread of the plans.
coronavirus.
While staying in a
France merely issued hostel her first night in
a Level 2 advisory Denmark, Stock awoke
for travel to “exercise at 3 a.m. to a frantic
increased caution” but person outside her door.
did not discourage it.
“She was yelling and
Considering that her
she was really upset
school in Paris was
about
something,”
not issuing additional
Stock said. Although
guidelines, and she
the girl was speaking
received no instruction
in English and with
from
her
“home
an American accent,
university,”
Stock
Stock couldn’t quite
decided to continue
understand all that was
traveling.
said, just that she was
“I hopped on a plane talking about “Trump
to Copenhagen a couple and the coronavirus or
weeks ago,” Stock said something.”
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Minutes
later,
Stock’s
sleep
was
disturbed again. This
time from a phone call
by her mother who
lives in East Lansing.
She was informing her
the President Donald
Trump was going to be
closing the borders to
Europeans.
Although
Stock is American and
would be permitted to
enter the states, there
would be significant
screening for her to do
so after Friday, March
13 at midnight.
“I spent the rest of the
night calling people in
France and my parents
in the U.S. trying to get
a flight home,” Stock
said. Before she could
return to the states,
however, she needed to
return to Paris and pack
up her apartment.
Within a day and
a half, she traveled
from her hostel in
Copenhagen to her flat
in Paris to a layover
in Dulbin, to Toronto
8

where her dad picked
her up and drove her
back to East Lansing.
She was unable to
purchase a direct flight
to the U.S. as they were
sold out at this time.
“Cultural whiplash” is
how she described it.

COVID-19,
patients
experience a progression
phase
where
the
symptoms
tend
to
increase.
However,
since this was not the
case with Stock, doctors
believed she didn’t have
the virus.

Stock rented an
Airbnb to self-isolate.
Shortly after returning
to the states she became
symptomatic.
While
recognizing that she was
quite jet-lagged from
her travels, Stock said it
was “hard to be a human
being in any capacity.”
“It felt a lot like a
pretty bad flu at first,”
Stock said of her
beginning symptoms.
“The chills and aches
were
the
hallmark
quality of the flu that
I was experiencing.”
Additionally, she said
she had a fever that
peaked at 101 degrees,
“I felt completely,
she was weak and
100
percent healthy
exhausted, and had a
until it all hit on the
bad headache.
15th,” Stock said. After
Typically
with speaking with a doctor

via video chat, “She
said, ‘Well because you
didn’t have any lead-up
symptoms I just think
you have the flu.’”
Although Michigan
did not have many
cases reported at this
time, Stock was able
to be tested the day she
became
symptomatic
considering her travel
history. For her, the
testing process was
effortless.
“I got tested from a
drive up appointment so
I didn’t have any contact
with anyone which was
really great,” Stock said
of her testing experience
that took only 10
minutes.
The waiting period
is what proved to be
challenging.
“I was pretty much
better by the time I got
the results,” Stock said,
“which is a dangerous
place to be in because
I was having some
breathing problems and

we weren’t sure if it was
related to coronavirus
because
I
wasn’t
confirmed.”

as best she could.
Breathing
exercises
and yoga was what
she focused on while
taking hot showers
and drinking hot tea as
that helped to suppress
pressure on her lungs.
She also took vitamin c,
zinc, and drank a lot of
water.

“If you stay home
now for a couple weeks,
you’ll be able to get
back to life sooner,”
Stock reminds people.
Stock fears that if
“If you go out and you
her breathing problems
meet one of your friends
had progressed, she may
at their house, that’s not
not have been able to be
social distancing. If you
treated by the hospital
do one tiny thing that
because
she
was
could somehow disrupt
“young, healthy and not
confirmed.”
Cognizant that people the flow of isolation,
“It
wasn’t
until of all life stages and you are prolonging this
the coronavirus was socio-economic statuses for every single person
confirmed that I really are at risk, Stock said that needs to go back to
started getting a lot of that social distancing work and school just as
attention from the health measures are to help all much as you do.”
department in Ingham citizens.
In a plea with people
County,” Stock said.
“It’s not just to violating the governor’s
“I have a case worker protect the elderly or the
orders to stay home,
who calls me everyday immuno-compromised.
Stock said, “If you’ve
because I’m completely It’s to protect your
alone and symptoms can friend at school who ever wanted to change
the world, start by
escalate very quickly.”
you didn’t know had staying home and start
Other than a lingering asthma,” Stock said… by staying home now.”
cough, March 24 was “Maybe it’s (to protect)
the first day of no your friend who doesn’t
recorded symptoms for have health insurance.”
Stock and she felt like
Stock notes that
her “breathing was back
the “immense power”
to normal.”
young people have
During this period, to stop the spread of
Stock
focused
on the virus cannot be
maintaining her health underscored enough.
The Collegiate
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(Erin Schaff/Pool/Getty Images/TNS)

On Friday, March 27,
President Donald Trump
signed into law the $2
trillion dollar relief bill
passed by Congress this
week in response to
the current coronavirus
pandemic and economic
recession.

Historic $2 trillion bill passed by Congress
and signed into law by President Trump
By Lucas Southwell | March 23, 2020

10

The bill is the largest
of its kind in American
history. It will provide
hundreds of billions of
dollars for hospitals, state
and local governments,
and small businesses.
It will also provide a
historic
$500
billion
in financial support for
large corporations, with
a portion of that set
aside specifically for the
currently struggling airline
industry.
The bill will also
provide a single, onetime payment to some
U.S. citizens who have a
Social Security number
and who live in the
United States. Those who
meet these requirements
and individually made
$75,000 or less in 2019

are potentially eligible
for $1,200 in direct relief
from the government. The
more an individual made
over $75,000 last year
the smaller the relief they
recieve will be, with those
who made over $99,000
dollars not receiving
anything. Married couples
who made $150,000
dollars or less will be
eligible to receive $2,400
in relief with an additional
$500 per dependent child
they claimed on taxes.
If you are a college
student and your parents
claimed you as a dependent
in 2019 you will not be
eligible to receive any
money directly, and if you
did not file taxes in 2018 or
2019 you may experience
difficulty and delays in
receiving the money.
The bill also massively
increased unemployment
insurance benefits. It
will temporarily increase
weekly
unemployment
checks by $600 for up to
four months (this is in
addition to the weekly

amount an individual’s
state would normally
provide) and it extended
the length of time an
individual is eligible
to
receive
normal
unemployment checks by
13 weeks. These additions
to state unemployment
insurance will all be
federally funded.
Eligibility to receive
unemployment insurance
was also extended to
include more workers
like
freelancers,
gig
workers, and independent
contractors. This is after
a record number of
Americans, over 3 million,
have recently filed for
unemployment insurance
due to the coronavirus
pandemic and subsequent
economic recession.
Individuals in Michigan
who have recently lost
their job and are eligible
for
unemployment
insurance can file for it
online at michigan.gov.
The bill passed with
bipartisan support but only
after intense arguing from
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both sides of the political
aisle. Several Democrats
attacked the decision to
give large corporations
billions of dollars in relief.
Several Republicans have
attacked the increase in
unemployment benefits,
at one point even trying,
and failing, to amend
the bill to exclude the
additional benefits. Both
parties vocally disagree
with parts of the bill but
compromised and passed
it in its entirety in order
to get what they wanted
passed.
The 880-page bill
included many other
smaller
measures,
including a temporary
delay on financed-based
foreclosures for federally
backed mortgages and
some financial support
that could potentially
benefit students. You can
read the entirety of the
bill at congress.gov or, if
you have trouble loading
the page, you can view
a pdf version of the bill
here, courtesy of National
Public Radio (NPR).
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staying
connected in
a time of
social
distancing
story by
Allie Ouendag
artwork by

Abby Haywood

In this time of fear we find ourselves hunkered down
in our homes surrounded by scary things. From catching
the virus to food shortages, anxiety about how we are
going to survive this global pandemic resonates with us
all. But where do we turn in times of distress? It seems
like our friends are worlds away- the 10 miles to our
friends’ houses never felt so far. This era of lockdowns
and quarantine ushered in a new form of communication
and way to maintain relationships, the Zoom friendship.
Before quarantine, you may not have been familiar
with the online application Zoom. Throughout the
lockdown however, users from all around the world
have utilized the video conferencing program to run

12

business meetings, hold online classes, and connect with
friends and family. In December 2019 Zoom reported an
average of 10 million daily meetings, but by March 2020
Zoom was reporting around 200 million daily meetings.
Simply put, Zoom’s ability to create face-to-face
interaction between users helps to fill the missing
connection between friendships during social distancing.
Even if you are only speaking for an hour you can trick
yourself into believing that you’re back to normal life
talking with your friends over dinner. The reality is that
quarantine has become normal life, and so, too, have our
Zoom calls.

From happy hours to birthday parties, Zoom
has become a staple in many homes as a form of
communication right alongside iMessage. Suddenly,
social distancing rules intended to keep us apart have
encouraged us to make more of an effort to connect with
one another. We are scheduling weekly Zoom calls with
friends to catch up on everyone’s at home workouts and
stress over our online classes.
My scheduled weekly Zoom call with my friends
has become a source of comfort and something I can
look forward to during a hard week. My friend, Alexis
Lomonocco, turned 19 two weeks ago. Despite missing
her birthday due to the lockdown, we still celebrated
online complete with presents sent by Amazon Prime
and a virtual birthday cake.
“At first I was really sad that I would not be able to
hang out with my friends for my birthday, but celebrating
during a global pandemic is something I’ll never forget,”
Lomonocco said of her unique celebration.
Despite the anxiety surrounding our current situation,
we are still looking to our friends for support. Instead
of weakening relationships, quarantine has created an
environment where now more than ever we need each
other. Zoom has bridged the distance beyond stay-athome orders to allow for much needed social interactions
and support to occur. Specifically in stressful situations,
supporting one another is key to maintaining a healthy
mindset. Research has found that offering support to
someone can be just as beneficial as receiving it.
Even though distance may be keeping us apart, it’s
important to maintain friendships as well as reach out to
those that you may not have been as close with. In times
of fear and uncertainty these relationships can keep you
grounded and help pass the time even when locked in
your house.

The Collegiate
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inside an

EMERGENCY.
By MASON GLANVILLE

| May 2, 2020

the realities of a global health pandemic as told
by a nursing student working the front lines

Every nurse knows
the burden of having to
be the helper when there
is truly no more help to
give.
At the start of the
pandemic, everyone in
the emergency room
where I work understood
that our strength would
be tested. Even though
business
proceeded
as usual and people
streamed to our front
door with their medical
14

“The world’s
tension grew
quietly inside
of us and we
tried to prepare
for a startling
future.”

crises,
the
w o r l d ’s
tension grew
quietly inside
of us and
we tried to
prepare for
a
startling
future. The
hospital system barraged
us with emergency
protocols and supplies,
and we waited for what
was happening in New
York and Detroit to

reach
us
at
home
in
Grand
Rapids.

T h i s
has
not
happened
yet.
With
h e a v y
government control, the
spread of the disease
through West Michigan
is very slow. Even
while other cities are
strained beyond what

their resources can
cope with, our patient
volume is hovering near
historical lows, and
some departments are
laying off nurses. Yes,
we take care of COVID
patients in close physical
contact, but being called
heroes by the media feels
awkward and overstated.
Without hesitation, we
are doing our jobs as
we always have, even
though serious risk to

us and our families lies Lansing could see what stretcher. Respiratory
invisible but seriously we see on the worst therapy waits in the
elevated.
days.
wings in case an
intubation is needed.
Ever so slowly,
Receiving a critical
however, our lull is
As soon as the patient
disappearing. Once in
is with us, a team of
a while we pause and
nurses,
respiratory
take notice: “It seems
therapists, technicians,
What if we
like
more
COVID
and a doctor crowd
continued to find
today.” One patient.
the stretcher and begin
creative ways to buy
Two patients. Four
the work of saving a
patients. Six patients.
and sell from people
life. IV lines go in,
Someone bring the
measurements
are
who were physically
extra ventilator. Get this
made. The doctor orders
and emotionally
patient to the ICU.
medication,
watches
close to us?
oxygen
levels,
and
tries
It is getting worse,
to think 10 steps ahead
and I only work at a
of the respiratory crisis.
small hospital. We
In the worst moments, of
aren’t overwhelmed, but
COVID patient by course, she may decide
we have flickers of the
ambulance is a spectacle to intubate. The lights
worst case scenario.
like no other. In the ER, are blindingly bright
With the country we get notice of their and there are medical
hurries to reopen its arrival a few minutes instruments all around.
usual economic activity, in advance and begin Even the staff can’t
hospital workers have preparing for the patient. breathe because our
excitement just like All the information we adrenaline is running
everyone else, but also a have is a couple words and our respirator masks
serious doubt that now is like “severe short of restrict the airflow to our
the time for millions of breath possible covid” or lungs.
people to re-enter their “collapsed, respiratory
At this stage of the
social networks across distress possible covid.”
neighborhoods, cities, We gown up, pull on disease the patient may
and state lines. If only our face shields and already have spoken
the eager protesters in masks, and wait for the their last words. If
The Collegiate

intubated, the plastic
hose
goes
straight
between the vocal cords.
And there is no pause
for sentiment. The scene
is ghastly. It is inhuman.
What I fear that
the public does not
understand
is
the
extent to which we are
all inside this same
emergency. We are all
potential members of
the feared statistic.
The emergency will
be played out slowly in
our own communities,
amidst our own families.
People can choose to be
worried or not, but with
330 million people in
the US, and being more
interconnected
than
ever, we have reason for
pause. What does 2%
death mean? What does
0.6% death mean? What
does a peak look like
if it is in July, August,
or September? What if
there is a new outbreak
in the fall? Which one
of our loved ones will it
be?
15

What if factories for
obsolescent
trinkets
disappeared
and
thousands of workers
returned to work at small
businesses in their own
neighborhoods? What
if we took care of our
oldest family members
in our homes instead of
in ‘facilities’? What if
we pooled our resources
to bail out families in
need instead of frail
airline companies that
fill our skies with carbon
gasses and screeching
noise?

courtesy photo

Despite
all
the
sadness and fear, I want
to think of the lockdown
not as an inconvenience
but as a real life
metaphor
of
what
society could make of
itself in this long lasting
era of political rage,
economic
inequality,
and
environmental
upset. Lockdown is
not an overlaid reality
16

obscuring the way things
should be, it is a living
reality proving to us our
flexibility to change the
way things are. There
is no force of nature
saying that we must
return to our vacation
destinations and once
again crowd inside malls
to buy things from other
nations. The reality is
that we have all the time

in the world to reshape
society so it better
protects humanity and
gives us all a life worth
living for generations to
come.
What if, forever, we
stayed close to home?
What if we continued
to find creative ways to
buy and sell from people
who were physically and

emotionally close to us?
What if we befriended
the neighbors next
door in addition to the
strangers we find online
in unknown cities?
What if we knew our
butchers and craftsmen
by name instead of by
reading about them as
faraway others; “3000
Smithfield pork packers
laid off amidst…”

we all decided not just and support– I have to
to stay home but to love ask whether the worse
home?”
emergency is in the
hospital or outside of
Helping coronavirus
it. I want a name for the
patients
into
their
stranger, darker process
deathbeds, I feel that
that it seems knowledge
we in the ER have
and compassion can’t
witnessed a side effect
heal.
of the modern world
that we are building for
What we can ask as
ourselves. A side effect we dream of the future
of rapid travel, crowded is what kind of world we
cities, and globalized want to return to time
commerce.
and again, and what kind
Besides the sick, of world we will gift to
billions of other people the next generations.
right now are suffering Inside of our homes
from an economy they and out, will we realize
One key difference cannot control, in a that we get to craft the
between an airplane world where money legacy of humanity on
and a family is that the changes borders as often Earth?
airplane cannot grow as it changes hands.
In many years, when
compassion in its heart
Hearing
educated our society finds its
no matter how many
argue
with final moments, will we
billions of dollars are people
doctors, knowing that the burn ourselves out in
put into it.
vaccine to this disease a screaming inhuman
Nobody will deny will spark political fury, emergency, or will
that modern industry and and seeing people form we carry on patiently
modern medicine are armies in the halls of the with the maturity of
miracles of ingenuity. capital at the same time dignifying,
untiring
This is not a question. as Michigan hospitals commitment and say
The question I have are losing patients for that we helped the world
nevertheless is “what if lack of space, supplies, in every way we could?
The Collegiate
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T

he Grand Rapids Community College
Board of Trustees held a budget work
session on Thursday, June 11 to discuss
the school’s current financial situation
and budget proposal for the 2020-2021 fiscal year,
which will begin on July 1. The proposal will be
voted on during the upcoming Board meeting on
Monday, June 15.
During the meeting, the board discussed the CARES
Act funding the school received, which will help offset
the loss of revenue from state funding and millage
rollbacks. In total, the CARES Act provides the school
with an additional $6.8 million for the 2019-20 and 202021 fiscal years. Half of that money has been reserved for
dispersal to qualified students, and half has gone into the
general fund of the institutional budget.
A similar action is being taken again in the form of
the CARES Act II, or the Heroes Act Bill, which was
passed by the United States House of Representatives
on May 15.
GRCC President Bill Pink mentioned that the school
had sent out two waves of communication about the
CARES Act funding to students who had submitted a
FAFSA application, which is required for eligibility.

June 22, 2020

story | Kellie Book

photography | Hayley Babbitt

Some GRCC employees furloughed during
financial challenges due to COVID-19
18

Another tactic proposed in the budget to offset the
current financial difficulty is deferral of merit and salary
increases for meet and confer employees. This group is
defined as non-union and salaried employees, including
“Administrative and Administrative Support, Training
Solutions, Job Training, Technical and Professional
Services.”
This deferral will be revisited “as soon as September
or October,” Freiburger said.
That decision would be brought to the board for a
vote when more information is available, but already
members of the board are expressing emphatic interest
in revisiting the subject in order to support the meet and
confer employees.
“I would definitely want to revisit that if those factors
around state appropriation as well as enrollment… are
going to be helpful to us, helpful being better than the
conservative estimate that we are making on this budget
we will present on Monday,” Pink said. “I can assure
you that I will want to revisit that for our meet and
confer employees.Those are folks who do a whole lot
of yeoman’s work on this campus, and I want to do all I
can to support them.”
Freiburger agreed.

That funding for the institution will help the college
compensate for decreased income from the state due
to the millage being rolled back and funding from the
state of Michigan being decreased by what GRCC’s
Vice President for Finance and Administration Lisa
Freiburger estimates at 15%, or $2.8 million.

“If we’re able to do something for our meet and
confer employees, I think we would certainly bring that
back to you because that would be something you would
need to approve” she said. “But if we’re able to, I think
we would like to do something in the ‘20-’21 year. But
again, that will be very revenue dependent.”

GRCC is also anticipating a dip in revenue from
tuition, due to fees for the summer semester being
waived and enrollment for the semester being down
4.5%, which is a more pronounced difference than the
3% decrease Freiburger had anticipated.

Trustee Kenyatta Brame clarified that the merit and
salary increase option was being taken off the table in
light of the budget uncertainties.
“Actually we’re removing it, with the possibility of
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A black and white look at a
desolate campus and city

getting back to it, so that’s a little nuance,” Brame said.
According to the summary of the proposed budget,
the school would be making a net revenue of $16,290 in
the ‘20-’21 year: much, much less than the revenue for
the ‘19-’20 year at $1,276,079, and the year before that
at $1,944,461. Data for the ‘19-’20 year, which ends on
June 30, is based on the budget that was adopted midyear.
The meet and confer employees aren’t the only ones
on the school’s payroll who have received a financial
blow due to the recent shutdown: workers who earn an
hourly wage are, for the most part, unable to work at the
moment because campus is closed. Freiburger did not
have an estimate for how many hourly employees are
unable to work at the school. One exception would be
the custodial staff, who, Freiburger says, are currently
working full time to maintain and prepare the campus
for the eventual return of students and other staff.
Meanwhile, some salaried employees at the school
– approximately 15 according to Freiburger’s estimate –
have been furloughed. One example of this group would
be the employees at the early childhood center.
“The early childhood center remains, at this point in
time, closed,” Freiburger said in an interview. “So, many
of the employees that were there have been noticed.
When the center reopens, we will bring them back.”
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S een &H eard

Reported by Sabrina Edwards May 28
I don’t think the way I use technology has
changed, but my intake has. Due to the fact that I
have a lot more time on my hands I find myself using
my devices more. I’ve been binge watching more
There are a plethora of changes COVID-19 has brought to our
shows on Netflix and Hulu. As well as mindlessly
world. Developments are mounting daily, sometimes hourly.
scrolling social media when I’m bored, which is a
Throughout the course of the semester The Collegiate staff
lot. This has also given me a lot of time to practice
documented a few snippets of the things we’ve seen and heard.
editing with the Adobe Suite. While my screen time
has definitely increased, I’m trying to use this time
Reported by Kellie Book March 26
to broaden my skill sets.
The transition to distance learning was different
for each of my classes, and each one had its own
hiccups. It’s going pretty smoothly now, but one Reported by Allie Ouendag June 8
Since being in quarantine I have had more time
of my professors has added multiple weekly
than
ever. Most of the time I am working on my
assignments and learning materials that actually
summer
classes, but when I am not doing school
make it difficult to get everything done on time. I
work
I
find
that I have so much free time that I would
appreciate the support and information, but having
normally
spend
with friends. As a result I have
so much to do means that I’m rushing through
had
to
get
creative
on how I use my time. I started
things more than before. In-class learning provided
watercolor
painting
a lot more, however I actually
me with the same experiences with a smaller time
ran
out
of
paper
and
apparently everyone else on
commitment.
Amazon did too because all of the watercolor paper
was out for a couple of weeks online. I also started
Reported by Jamie Miller April 9
The brutality of boredom. Well well well. So it playing the ukulele more because I do not have big
continues, the stay-at-home order is still in effect enough hands for a guitar. I personally really enjoy
and has even been extended and thus I am confined it, but my family absolutely does not. I have started
to home for even longer now. Yay… I mean it’s not walking more and really like finding new hiking
horrible but it’s just, well, meh. I mean I haven’t trails around the beach to try out.
been out of my house in a month and it’s starting to
show, my hair is getting longer, my beard is unkept, Reported by Brianna Wetherbee July 18
and I have the urge to binge eat GRCC’s hotdogs
With so many things being uncertain, it is difficult
when this lockdown is overs as I have not had them for me, someone who does well with continuity and
in what seems like an eternity. Even our dogs seem structure, to not be able to plan for a year from now,
to be bored out of their minds as my black lab, much less the next few weeks. I have been fighting
Riley, just stares at me in disappointment as if he’s that feeling for a little while now; I need to let go of
tired of seeing me lounge around constantly, neither the control I think I possess and recognize that come
feeding him treats nor doing really anything. Yes, I what may, God promises that all things will work
do believe that soon introverts will be tired of their together for our good. My doubts and/or anxiety is
own company. But hey it’s not all bad. I’ve had time always lessened with His gentle peace. For if the
to binge watch TV and have started a curious show stars in the sky are governed by His command, then
called “Tiger King.”
so, too, is all the earth below.
The Collegiate
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UP CLOSE
I woke up not feeling
very well. I ate thinking
I needed protein. That
didn’t help. I chose to go
for a walk. Exercise and
sun would be the cure, I
thought. It wasn’t. Mere
minutes into my walk I
had a burning sensation
in my chest. It felt
similar to what it feels
like after an intensive
cardio
workout.
I
continued walking. It
got worse.
Returning home after
30 minutes or so, my
mom instructed that I
go straight to my room
and stay there until I felt
better. She, nor I, had no
idea it would be 20 days
until I did. I proceeded
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up the stairs thinking it The problems continued
was an overreaction. It to mount:; dwindling
supplies, higher levels
wasn’t.
of infections, tension
The coronavirus was between
political
a distant problem for parties, burnout amongst
so long. I followed the healthcare workers.
news as the outbreak in
I interviewed the
China grew to what, at
the time, seemed like only person I knew
astronomical numbers. I personally infected with
watched as the virus ran COVID-19. Although
rampant in Italy. Despite Michaela Stock is my
this, I was naive enough age, she was studying
to believe it would stay in Europe and had a
whirlwind of a time
outside our borders.
returning to the States
I began reporting on as there were countless
COVID-19 when since people trying to return to
it first became prominent loved ones before travel
in Michigan. Writing became
increasingly
With
her
stories furiously, I tried limited.
exposure
being
so
high,
to keep up with the
ever-changing situation. it made sense how she

&

could have contracted
COVID-19, I thought.
Little did I know
I was likely infected
with COVID-19 while
I wrote the story about
Stock; little did I know
I would have a story of
my own.

I had a virtual visit
with
my
primary
care doctor where he
instructed that I continue
taking two puffs of my
inhaler (I have mild
asthma) every four
hours, rest, and monitor
my fever levels.
I continued to do
schoolwork and write
stories
throughout
that week from the

PERSONAL
When a student journalist reporting on a global
health pandemic becomes infected with the disease

confinement of my
bedroom. A direct
correlation
between
the amount of time I
was up and working
and an increase in
difficulty
breathing,
body
temperature
decline became evident.
The more amount of
time I physically or
metanlly was active
meant the severity of my
symptoms worsened.
Throughout
this
week my mom had
been in constant contact
with my doctor who
gave her his personal
cell phone number so
they could have direct
communication. At the
time, I was the only

patient in his office
that was suspected
to have the virus. On
Friday, April 10 my
doctor advised that I get
tested for COVID-19.
My mom called the
Spectrum Health testing
hotline and we waited
four hours before I was
able to speak with a
doctor regarding my
symptoms.

By Brianna Wetherbee

one of the pre-existing
medical conditions they
were screening for.
At the time, they were
rationing testing kits
and only 4,086 people
were tested statewide
that day. The doctor
specified that I go to the
emergency room at the
hospital - not a walkin clinic or emergency
out-patient facility She, like my PCP, should the symptoms
indicated that, based I was experiencing,
on my symptoms, I particularly the difficulty
most likely had the in breathing, get worse.
coronavirus. However,
Within three hours I
she would not test
was
laying on a hospital
me because I was not
considered to be high bed in the emergency
risk; I didn’t fit the age room of Spectrum
demographic or have Health Butterworth.
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The tightness on my
chest was constricting
my ability to breathe. I
was coughing more than
I was breathing. Every
inhalation was shallow
and painful.
The X-ray that was
taken revealed scarring
in my lungs, consistent
with other patients who
had tested positive for
the virus my doctor
told me. Even still, they
sent me home saying I
wasn’t critical and there
was nothing more they
could do at the time.
My Dad picked me
up from the hospital. He
had sat in the parking lot
the whole time waiting
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for me. I hadn’t been
on my phone at all
while in the hospital
and once I left I had a
barrage of missed calls
and text messages from
family asking how I was
doing. The thought of
responding to everyone
seemed too tiresome. I
had my mom relay the
little new information I
had discovered while at
the hospital to everyone.
On day seven I woke
up at 3 p.m., which
was, by far, the latest I
have ever slept in, by a
substantial margin. I felt
worse. I was exhausted
all the time and it was
easier to be sleeping
than awake, though it
was quite difficult to fall
asleep.
Slowly
but
noticeably my breathing
grew
increasingly
more labored, it was
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more challenging to
complete a full sentence
without
stopping.
Although it sounded
like an overdramatic
gasp for oxygen every
little while, it wasn’t
exaggerated. I needed
air. I needed air.

conversation we had
that I sounded worse.

“Be sure to call me
whenever you need
anything. If you wake
up, check your vitals in
the middle of the night
and call me regardless
of the time. I need to
I stayed in my room know what they are,”
exclusively throughout she would say.
the duration of this. My
I am very thankful,
mom would call me
particularly in hindsight
every few hours and ask
now, that she was so
if I needed anything,
consumed with my care
she was always offering
and health. I have a rather
to get me food or more
extensive past with
water. Before she would
medical complications.
bring me anything,
My familiarity with
though, she required
pain makes it easier for
I check my vitals. I
me to cope but can also
checked my temperature
be more dangerous as I
and oxygen levels in
don’t always understand
addition to counting my
the severity of what I’m
inhalations per minute
going through in the
several times a day and
moment.
reported the numbers
When my mom
to my mom. She
pointed out nearly every wasn’t on the phone

with me, she was
talking to other family
members and friends,
making sure she kept
everyone apprised of
the situation. Everyone
had their two cents to
add. Though they were
all well-intentioned, the
list of suggestions and
recitation of articles
and medical journals all
became too much for
me, especially since one
recommendation would
contradict the next.
There were, and still are,
quite a lot of unknowns
with COVID-19.
I was back in the
hospital on the evening
of day 11. I was
reluctant to go knowing
how unbeneficial it was
the first time. My mom
insisted.
A makeshift triage
was set up in the parking
structure and served as

the COVID-19 screening
tent. I went through
the process again. The
physician’s
assistant
who was in charge of
my care said my vitals
had declined more
since the last time I was
there. This, of course, I
already knew as we had
been monitoring them
like a hawk. A second
chest X-ray revealed
more inflammation and
scarring in my lungs
which had developed
into pneumonia. The PA
still denied me a test.

The PA told me I was
labeled as a “moderate”
case, prescribed me
an antibiotic for the
bacterial infection and,
once again, sent me on
my way.

She said she had
worked on the covid
floor since it was
constructed. There was
no doubt, in her mind,
that I had the virus.
“Why waste a test on
you when I know you
have it. We need to save
the tests for patients
who are admitted.”

My sister, Summer,
has a bedroom right next
to mine. Sometimes we
would talk through the
wall, sometimes we
would FaceTime and
eat dinner together.
On occasion, Summer
would
“accidentally”
How enjoyable it open her bedroom door
was to go from sitting on at the same time I did

My Dad had waited
for me in the parking
lot again. I ended a brief
phone call with my
mom as I couldn’t even
talk anymore. I had to
conserve my energy
and oxygen. I texted
my mom the rest of the
details.
At this point I had
been sick for only half
the duration of being
infected. It would be
another 10 days before
my symptoms got better
to the point where my
PCP told me I was
“cleared.”

my bed to sitting on the
living room couch. That
may sound like sarcasm,
but it’s not. Aside from
the two hospital visits, I
had not left my bedroom
for 20 days. As I began
to recover and have
more energy, days 1820 in my room were
especially long and
dull. I was physically
feeling much better but
my doctor suggested
I remain isolated for a
few days after my last
symptomatic day just to
be certain.
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when I was grabbing
food just so we could
see each other, if only
for a brief moment.
The
over-thetop generosity and
thoughtfulness
from
the people in my life
was humbling. We were
getting deliveries to
our house daily- from
food to paper products
to books and journals.
There was not one thing
that I, nor anyone else
in my family needed,
that didn’t somehow
show up on or front
porch within hours.
Philippians 4:19 says,
“And my God will meet
all your needs according
to the riches of his glory
in Christ Jesus.” Meet
all of my needs he did.
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MICHIGAN
“STAY HOME, STAY SAFE”
ORDER LIFTED
By Brianna Wetherbee | June 1, 2020

After 4 extensions and 69 days from the issuance of the original stay-at-home
order which went into effect March 24, Gov. Gretchen Whitmer reopened
Michigan with stirct restrictions and limitations.
On June 1 Gov. Gretchen Whitmer lifted that people outside are permitted, contingent on socialstay-at-home order that much of the state was under distancing measures. Indoor gatherings are not to
since March 23 following the “once in a generation exceed 10 people.
pandemic” from COVID-19.
Businesses where at-home work is not possible
The state is taking a “big step forward” today, may reopen, though they are “still expected to work
Whitmer said, while reminding people that it’s “on from home if possible.” Places with close contact
all of us to get this right” as we move out of the – such as gyms, hair salons, casinos, and indoor
stay-at-home order.
theaters – are to remain closed for the time being.
On June 8, with limited capacity, restaurants,
bars, coffeehouses, breweries, etc., are allowed
to welcome dine-in guests, subject to capacity
limits and social distancing measures, according to
executive order. Beginning Thursday, retailers may
open to the public, no appointment necessary, but
with limited capacity.
Effective immediately, gatherings of up to 100
26

Michigan Gov. Gretchen Whitmer, alongside Dr. Joneigh Khaldun, Michigan Department of Health
and Human Services chief medical executive and chief deputy director for health, during one of
many press briefings during the coronaviurs pandemic (courtesy photo).

hands, and keeping COVID-19 from spreading
again.”

“You can return to some more normal life unless
you are in this particular part of the economy,”
Whitmer said during a press conference Monday,
adding that the contrast between this and where the
state was a few weeks ago is “really good news.”

“We owe it to our frontline heroes to make sure
we get this right,” Whitmer said. “On behalf of
our healthcare workers, our first responders, our
Whitmer announced that the whole state is
grocery workers, childcare, utility workers, and
now in the fourth – “improving” – phase of the
everyone else who has been working to keep us
COVID-19 outbreak. To move from phase three to
safe from the beginning, we all have to do our
phase four required a sharp decline in cases and
part.”
deaths, a secure healthcare system, and robust
testing capacity, according to the MI Safe Start
As of June 1, data available from the state
plan. She hopes to be in phase 5 – “containment” – shows that 57,532 people have been infected with
before the July 4 weekend.
the virus resulting in 5,516 deaths.

The governor is reopening the state, “provided
that Michiganders can continue to do their part,
wearing masks, social distancing, washing their

Regions 6 and 8 are expected to move into phase
Editor’s Note: at time of publication 111,524
five by the end of the week, provided there isn’t a Michigan resident’s have been infected with the
downswing, Whitmer said.
virus, with 6,591 deaths.
The Collegiate
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POLICE CHIEF, SHERIFF, OFFICERS
KNEEL BESIDE IMPASSIONED
PROTESTORS IN GRAND RAPIDS
By Kellie Book & Brianna Wetherbee

photo by Sabrina Edwaeds

Demonstrators
flooded
the streets of Grand Rapids
Wednesday afternoon for a
peaceful demonstration. Grand
Rapids Police Chief Eric
Payne, Kent County Sheriff
Michelle LaJoye-Young, along
with additional officers, knelt
alongside
protesters
after
conversing with them.
Enraged and horrified by the
recent death of George Floyd,
a Minnesota black man killed
by a police officer, and so many
others before him, many people
held signs saying, “I can’t
breathe” and “I’m still here. I’m
still pissed.” They were there to
denounce police brutality.
“I’ve committed to meeting
with anyone where we can make
change because change needs
to happen, okay?” Payne said,
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June 4, 2020

addressing the protestors. “I’ve
Santiago was there for
been working for 30 years to unification, to offer up a
make change.”
“collective voice.” When asked
if he wanted to influence the
For a significant amount of the
crowd or the police, he said “the
time people remained silent, with
people.”
only speakers from the crowd
talking on a microphone. People
“I’m trying to influence the
were quick to reject anyone who people – influence unity in the
was inciting trouble. For nine people,” Santiago said.
minutes people chanted “I can’t
When will change happen?
breathe,” symbolic of the time
Floyd spent dying while pinned
“When black lives aren’t taken
to the ground by a white police by the police anymore,” Santiago
officer. The sorrow many felt was said. “When we start to change
palpable as people in the crowd the system that is broken. If we
could be heard crying as they can’t change the system that is
chanted.
broken then it’s going to remain
here.”
Danny Santiago, a 28-year-old
Grand Rapids resident, talked to
To Santiago, it was “extremely
a hushed crowd about injustices important” that the protest remain
that he has faced, the pain, anger, peaceful. And it did aside from
and hurt that he has felt being a a select amount of people who
black man.
became combative with police,
The Collegiate
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yelling expletives at them.

is important to Colbert.

David Colbert, a resident of
Grand Rapids, attended “for the
same reason as everyone else:
Black Lives Matter.”
He did not attend the Saturday
night protest that devolved into
one of destruction as 100 local
businesses sustained damage.
“That’s why I wanted to come
down today, to at least show my
support for both ends,” Colbert
said. “I understand why they’re
rioting. But I understand that
we have to make a change, we
do have to come out and let our
voices be heard.”
Colbert participated in the
cleanup efforts Sunday morning,
saying that it was “terrible”
to see the city he has lived in
his whole life — where he has
dinner with his family at local
restaurants and his children play
at The Children’s Museum —
“destroyed.”
“I understood the pain.
I understood the anger. I
understood the passion behind
all of it,” Colbert said. “Because
this is what we’re going through
all the time but now we have it
30

in visual form. You can see how
much we’re hurting. But it’s still
my city, we still have to put it
back together, we have to rebuild
so that we can be understood and
heard.”

he was unaware that the police
chief kneeled with protestors.

“I couldn’t see him take a
knee so I got so aggravated about
it,” Colbert said. After being
informed that Payne did, in fact,
From Colbert’s vantage point, kneel, he said he hopes to see

children will experience was also
met with attentive ears and ardent
cheers.

“I want them to fear going to
jail just as much as we fear going
to jail,” Colbert said. “I want
“I refuse to let my children
them to be held accountable for live in a world where they are
their actions.”
subjected to racism, prejudice,
and being victims of mistaken
In his lifetime, Colbert doesn’t
identity,” Jennings said. “See,
believe he will see the tangible
three nights ago I was arrested. I
evidence of the reason he was out
was riding my bicycle down the
protesting come to fruition.
street, going to get my pregnant
“Normal is how George girlfriend something to eat, like
Floyd died. We can’t go back a good man’s supposed to. I was
to normal,” Colbert said. “… thrown on my stomach, I was
We have to have a new normal handcuffed, and I was taken
after this. We may not see it in to jail. And I was told I was
this generation, we may have to being charged with malicious
die on, but we’re fighting for the destruction of property. And I
next generations to experience said, ‘what did I destruct?’”
that.”
Jennings also explained that
Colbert is raising two young the charges against him were
daughters and hopes that they dropped, and he was released
won’t have to experience the from police custody.
racism he has. While he doesn’t
“It’s two thousand twenty,”
have a son, Colbert believes
Jennings said a few moments later.
raising an African American
“It’s about black lives, it’s about
photo by Sabrina Edwards
male is “one of the hardest jobs
a video or picture of the chief in America. You have to tell them all lives, but most importantly
doing that because it would be so many things. They have to be it’s about our children’s lives….
“so heartwarming to us that are on the P’s and Q’s just to live, just children that need to be loved,
children that need to be cherished,
hurting because then we’ll know to wake up in the morning.”
children that need to be taken
he actually knows our pain.”
Brian Christopher Jennings’s care of, and children that need to
Judicial
reform
and speech about his own painful be raised in a way that does not
accountability for police officers experience and the world his instill hate in their minds, in their
The Collegiate
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bodies, in their souls.”
Members of the crowd were
extremely supportive of these
messages.
Broxton, 26, was raised
in Grand Rapids, and felt a
strong urge to come support the
movement.
“I want to get behind this,”
Broxton said. “For the right
reasons, not to get behind the
whole riots and all that. I don’t
believe in any of that. That’s just
unnecessary. As far as everything
else that’s happening, I’m fully
supportive of (the reaction to)
what happened to George Floyd.
He didn’t deserve to die like that.
No one should die like that.”
Broxton urged influential
members of the community to
pay attention to the messages of
the protests.

agreement.

destroying stuff, we’re here for
justice and to make sure that this
Kylie Chester, 25, shared
(police brutality) stops, period.”
Broxton and DJ’s desire for the
community’s support.
Deyonta, 27, who attended the
protest with Sarah, emphasized
“Right now there’s so much
the core message of the protest.
momentum, and the key thing
is to not lose that momentum,”
“Justice needs to be served
Chester said. “Keep talking about for anyone who’s in the wrong,”
it, keep educating people, keep Deyonta said. “At the end of the
using your platform positively day, it’s all unity… it’s not even a
and peacefully.”
race war it’s about understanding
what’s wrong with police
Chester noted the positive
brutality.”
energy coming from most of the
crowd and speakers.
Most of the protesters dispersed
by 6 p.m. Those who stayed
“It’s remained extremely
turned the originally scheduled
peaceful and constructive,”
silent sit-in into a march, walking
Chester said. She had noticed
through the Heritage Hill district
one incident of a person growing
all the way to Gaslight Village
belligerent, but quickly getting
in East Grand Rapids before
corrected by the speaker at the
making their way back to the
time, who reminded the crowd
starting point, Fulton Street and
that merely expressing anger isn’t
Sheldon Blvd. around 8:30 p.m.,
helpful to the progression of the
Wood TV 8 reports.
cause.

“Listen to what people are
saying, they know exactly what
Sarah, 36, agreed with Broxton
they’re going through,” Broxton about the riots.
said. “We want you to believe in
“Come here Wand support us
what we’re doing and not push us
and do what’s right, don’t come
away.”
here just to destroy stuff to make
“Show people you’re out yourself look cool and to loot,”
here, that you support the cause,” Sarah said. “That’s not what
said Broxton’s brother DJ in the cause is, we’re not here for
32
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ENOUGH
IS ENOUGH
By Anthony Clark Jr. | June 9, 2020

“THEY ALREADY ARRESTED THE
OFFICERS, WHY ARE THEY STILL
PROTESTING?”
On August 28, 1955, Emmett Till was mutilated,
shot point blank, asphyxiated and thrown into a
river. His aggressors told authorities Till allegedly
made crude gestures towards a woman, Carolyn
Bryant, and both men involved in the murder were
acquitted of any charges. Six decades after Till’s
death, Bryant confessed that her allegations against
Till were false. The murder became infamous when
Mamie Till grasped the nation’s attention with an
open casket to show the horrors her 14-year-old
child suffered through.

their First and Second Amendment rights without
harassment or an unjustified punishment. People
of color cannot be “just as racist as white people”
when equal opportunities, power, and social
advantages Caucasians maintain are not equally
divided to all citizens. People of color are not free
when they are told to shut up and stop speaking
up against America’s vile trait of racism. George
Floyd lost his life to the centuries of police brutality
and systematic racism over an alleged counterfeit
banknote. Floyd was the straw that never reached
the camel’s back because it was broken long before
the 21st century. People of color are met with backs
turned towards them and ears unavailable to listen
because those with real power in America chose not
Those of African descent have endured
to make the necessary changes.
oppression, discrimination, prejudice, and racism
People of color have been told countless times
since the first slaves were forced onto American
soil in the early 1600’s. Many individuals are still that any and all forms of protests are uncivilized,
unable or choose not to grasp the concept of why arrogant, or have no purpose because there is not
people of color are irate – people of color have been an issue in America. When people of color tried
conditioned to be submissive towards Caucasians silent protests during the national anthem, they
far too long. People of color can hardly exercise were called un-American. Donald Trump vowed
The Collegiate
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under the Presidential Oath to do his best ability
to preserve, protect, and defend the Constitution of
the United States of America. He told the players to
“find another way to protest” and to stand proudly
by the national anthem. He told Caucasians that
felt oppressed to counteract a global pandemic
to “liberate their states” but found it wrong for
individuals to show any form of violence while
protesting racism.

on a daily basis, and suddenly support the necessary
change in America? Many individuals are blinded
by their own ignorance that is conditioned into
them as they are developing into adults. Some
aren’t aware of their blindness but the majority
are aware and chose not to ignore this flaw. Many
are voicing their opinions about the “disrespect
against America’s flag” but conserving their energy
about the issue of the centuries of disrespect and
hate toward people of color – that is privilege. An
On May 29, Trump tweeted: “….These THUGS
organization that is dictated by almost all whites
are dishonoring the memory of George Floyd, and
should never orchestrate what is right or wrong for
I won’t let that happen. Just spoke to Governor Tim people of color to speak and protest on.
Walz and told him that the Military is with him all
the way. Any difficulty and we will assume control CHRONICLES OF INJUSTICE
The extensive list of African Americans who
but, when the looting starts, the shooting starts.
faced
an injustice is far too extensive to fit into one
Thank you!”
article, but if the question as to why people are still
Is there not any backwardness to these scenarios? marching is looming, here’s a reflection:
Administering endless amounts of rubber bullets
Tamir Rice, 12, was shot and killed by police
and tear gas while a virus that attacks the respiratory
system is an immediate concern is not only twisted because his air-soft gun was mistaken as a weapon.
but seems to be America suppressing its civilians The officer that shot Rice was not fired for the
who are fighting for a change. No matter what people shooting, but for falsifying information on his
of color attempt, peaceful or malicious, the country police application. Neither of the officers involved
puts forth its best effort to prevent the change that were charged.
is overdue. How can America expect for egregious
Brock Turner, 24, raped and violated an
actions to not follow suit after centuries of attempts unconscious woman in an alley. Turner faced three
to protest peacefully are ignored?
felony counts of sexual assault and was only given
How can the NFL be dominated by athletes of a six-month sentence due to the judge believing “a
color, make billions of dollars each year off the prison sentence would have a severe impact” on
the student-athlete’s achievements and success at
viewership of these athletes, have less than 3% of
Stanford University. He served three months.
coaches and owners be a person of color, blackball
Colin Kaepernick for speaking up about the social
Chavis Carter, 21, was frisked, handcuffed
injustices and discrimination people of color endure behind his back, placed in the back of a police
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cruiser, and somehow managed to commit suicide
from a “self-inflicted” gunshot wound. Jonesboro
Police Sergeant Lyle Waterworth asserted that any
officer can “miss something on a search.”
Dylann Roof, 26, barged into Emanuel African
Methodist
Episcopal
Church service, shot
and killed nine people,
and fled. His motives
stemmed from the white “Many individuals
supremacist
agenda.
are blinded
Roof was apprehended
by their own
by authorities and given
a bullet proof vest to ignorance that is
don and a meal from
conditioned into
Burger King. Many did
them as they are
not agree that authorities
developing into
gave such treatment to a
present-day Neo-Nazi.
adults. Some

aggressors are Caucasian and still breathing. The
justification that always seems to tip the scales
of justice in favor of Caucasians is that the white
aggressor had a cognitive illness and a childhood
that stunted normal development while the black
victims emulated a thuggish past and were bound to
meet such a fate.

“THAT IS SO GHETTO.”
Ghetto derives from the Jewish communities
throughout World War II. The individuals who
suffered from Adolf Hitler’s reign of terror were
forced to endure inhumane conditions; government
“nutrition” that many could not survive on while
living in cramped spaces inhabited by dozens
of people at once. With any trace of empathy or
sympathy, many who learn about the horrors of
genocide Hitler and accompanying Nazis carried
out would have done anything to stop it from
happening. Yet, America’s leaders have been aware
of the suffocation African Americans endure with
aren’t aware of
James Holmes, 32,
poverty and discrimination for decades because
killed 12 people while
their blindness
they are the ones imposing those adversities.
injuring 70 during a
but the majority
Health care, wages, education, and zoning has and
shooting spree in a
currently seems to be urgent for Caucasians only.
are aware and
Colorado movie theater.
If not, how are kids still drinking, bathing, and
chose not to
Again, Holmes was
cooking with lead-filled water in Flint to this very
apprehended by police ignore this flaw.”
moment? African American communities receive
without a struggle and
food from the government that wouldn’t be touched
lived to face trial.
with a 10-foot-pole by these same individuals and
financial assistance that barely meets the necessary
John Austin Hopkins,
amount for monthly bills. Money simply cannot
26, molested over two
dozen elementary school girls and received an be an issue in this country when over $3 trillion
surfaced from the depths of an abyss during a global
eight-year sentence.
pandemic and a “struggling” economy in the works.
Tamir and Charter were African American, the The government proved the point that financial
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assistance and investment is applied whenever they
so choose. Stereotyping someone or something as
ghetto shows the ignorance and arrogance America
possesses because African Americans did not ask to
be living in these conditions – and a rambunctious
personality is not ghetto. Individuals claim people
of color are constantly milking the economy of
any assistance obtainable, but the opportunities for
education, wealth, and power aren’t made available
for them.

HYPOCRISY OF APPROPRIATING BLACK
CULTURE
African American culture has been indulged by
millions throughout America. Hip-Hop and R&B
music, clothing, athleticism, rugged personality, and
countless other characteristics have been adapted in
Caucasian homes, communities, and lifestyles. One
simply cannot indulge ethnic culture when they
are not willing to stand up for the soul-crushing
injustices African Americans have endured for
centuries. One cannot be an acquaintance, relative,
friend, or supporter of people of color when they
participate or allow racism to continue. African
Americans are incarcerated more than five times the
rate of Caucasians – that is a problem. Individuals
with darker skin complexion are viewed as animals,
violent, a nuisance to society, but are America’s
backbone. Without people of color this society
would never be where it is now.

in Flint who are still enduring water poisoning
compared to a community in Beverly Hills – yes,
all of those lives do matter, but what sane human
is going to believe that those with a poisoned water
supply aren’t a priority compared to people in
gated communities? Therefore, if there are humans
enduring oppression and viewed as anything but
a human, action must be taken to cease this from
continuing. What BLM stands for is simple: equality
for those with more melanin in their skin compared
to white people. How is it that the stereotype of an
African American is low-income, uneducated, a
threat, or arrogant, but all lives are equal? Centuries
of African bloodlines were obstructed and stripped
of establishing any foundation of an educated and
wealthy ancestry, and the individuals who come
from these bloodlines are still expected to blindly
follow what the “white man” says.

BLM is a powerful rallying cry for those who
are still due justice, humans who need a change in
how they are treated and viewed as a being, and a
movement that won’t cease to exist until America
can learn to live as one. If America relieves itself
from maintaining a personality that the division
of ethnicity is right there wouldn’t need to be the
unnecessary loss of life and the hate that follows
suit. BLM does not stand for the rioting and
looting. While some may be using the protests as
a plot to incite madness, many may just be tired
of the decades of nothing changing in how society
“ALL LIVES MATTER.”
Individuals countering Black Lives Matter with functions.
“All/Blue Lives Matter,” are insinuating the belief “I PLEDGE ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG
is all lives are equal at this time for any and all OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,
individuals in America. Look at African Americans AND TO THE PUBLIC FOR WHICH IT
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STANDS, ONE NATION UNDER GOD,
INDIVISIBLE, WITH LIBERTY AND
JUSTICE FOR ALL.”
Depending on belief, most individuals who went
to a public elementary school in America before
the mid-2000’s remember reciting the pledge of
allegiance each morning or during an assembly.
“One nation under God, indivisible, with liberty
and justice for all.” Through the educational
system, Americans are conditioned to follow the
country’s agenda without question. The images,
facts, and reality are distorted to portray the
“founders” of this country and the previous/present
authority and historical figures to be the messiah’s
of America. Many Americans believe individuals
who are against the belief and value system of this
disproportionate country should leave. Meanwhile,
it’s interesting that the ancestors of these individuals
are never blamed. Africans and indigenous people
welcomed the French and Italians into their native
lands with open arms and taught them new trades
and survival techniques. The Europeans met these
civil acts with genocide, rape, slavery, and stole
their land – but people of color who kneel during
the national anthem are classless thugs. Hispanics
are locked in cages, mysteriously disappear from
custody, and treated inhumanely for escaping the
barbaric horrors of their homeland because they
entered America “illegally.” Although it was fine
for Europeans to leave their homeland with an
agenda that consisted of enslaving groups that
were different from them to build wealth and social
advantage.
Ironically, the pledge was adapted in 1923 and
received its final wording adjustments in 1954,

and can still only be applied to the majority group.
A nation under God cannot allow injustices to
continue when the belief is that all organisms are
God’s creation and people must love one another for
whom they are. The word asinine best describes the
leaders and civilians of America when it is claimed
this country is indivisible. Liberty does not include
the Caucasians dictating the rules for communities
of color when they have never lived in such areas
or experienced the conditions without a badge, gun,
and police cruiser.
Justice does not allow for a Caucasian college
student, who is fully responsible for his actions,
to receive lenient jail time after raping a woman
and blame the “party culture,” while an African
American man was on the verge of losing his
freedom for shooting an officer in self defense after
police swarmed a home with a no-knock warrant
killing his innocent girlfriend, Breonna Taylor,
by shooting her eight times. America cannot be a
symbol of indivisibility, freedom, and justice for all
when a terrorist group (Ku Klux Klan) is legal and
racism is a debate.
Following a toxic belief for centuries is why
America is what it is today. Do not allow yourself,
family members, friends, coworkers, acquaintances,
to be ignorant simply due to the possibility of social
disruption. Discrimination, prejudice, and racism
are America’s avoidable pandemic if those who are
being racist are called out. Feeling as if one voice
is not an instrument in fighting oppression will
only allow the problem to continue. Sign petitions,
speak up at the dinner table, participate in sit-ins or
marches, do your part to diminish racism.
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Janice Wilbourn, black owner of Wilbourn
Sisters Designs, was in her Atlanta store at the time
when rioters used projectiles to break the windows.

THE CHALLENGES I
FIND WITH THE
BLACK LIVES MATTER
FOUNDATION
By Brianna Wetherbee

B

lack lives matter: the sentiment, I entirely
agree with; the foundation, not as much.
The Black Lives Matter Foundation
was founded in 2013 following the
acquittal of George Zimmerman, whose race has
been described as white, Latino, Hispanic, white
Hispanic, and mixed. Zimmerman, a neighborhood
watch volunteer, shot Trayvon Martin, a 17-yearold black man, for reportedly looking “suspicious.”

Lives Matter chapter of Greater New York, when
addressing the protests that have, at times, devolved
to violence and destruction, said in an interview
with FOX News that “this country is built upon
violence” and “for any American to accuse us of
being violent is extremely hypocritical.”

“If this country doesn’t give us what we want,
we will burn down this system and replace it,”
Newsome said. Later adding, “I just want Black
Over outrage for this unbelievable situation, and liberation and Black sovereignty by any means
many others, The Black Lives Matter movement necessary.”
has taken to the streets and social media to express
I question how a foundation claims to be “guided
indignation. Hashtags like #BlackLivesMatter and
by the fact that all Black lives matter…” yet, at least
#BLM have been trending on social media.
Newsome, condones the violence that has ensued,
According to the Black Lives Matter website, especially on people of color.
their purpose is to “build local power and to
What about the African American run business
intervene when violence was inflicted on Black
owners whose livelihoods have been destroyed as a
communities by the state and vigilantes.”
result of rioting and looting that began with Black
However, Hawk Newsome, leader of the Black Lives Matter protesting?
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“I just heard boom, boom,” Wilbourn told FOX
News. “They hit my windows with rocks and I just
got down low on the floor.”
Rioters did not enter her store, though Willbourn
did say she will have to “completely restructure
what’s going on inside (her store).”

“I question how a
foundation claims
to be “guided by the
fact that all Black
lives matter…” yet,
at least Newsome,
condones the
violence that has
ensued, especially
on people of color.”

What about a black police officer killed in the
line of duty during a riot?
Retired St. Louis police captain and at the time
police chief of Moline Acres, Missouri, David Dorn,
77, was “murdered last night by a looter,” while
guarding a pawn shop, city officials said during a
press briefing on June 2.
If, like the Black Lives Matter movement claims,
all Black lives matter, what about the 35% of Black
pregnancies that end in abortion?
In an article published by The New York Times,
Kawanna Shannon, an African American director
of surgical services at Planned Parenthood, said that
the legalities of abortion are “burdensome.”
“And now I have to still deal with the state and
the governor now passing laws and telling me what
I can and can’t do with my own body,” Shannon
said. “It’s just burdensome.”
I find it burdensome that 295,000 Black babies
were aborted in 2017; I find it most alarming that
295,000 Black babies were deemed inconvenient,
unnecessary and unworthy of life.
The Collegiate
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Emergency proclaimed for Grand Rapids,
curfew enacted emergency proclaimed for
Grand Rapids, curfew enacted
‘This is not the night you want to try it’
By Brianna Wetherbee
May 31, 2020

(Anntaninna Biondo /MLive)

As night fell over the city
of Grand Rapids on Saturday,
violence and destruction of
property permeated downtown.
The light of morning on Sunday
gave way to hundreds of
volunteers, this time armed with
brooms, cleaning supplies, and
goodwill, flocking to the streets
in an effort to restore peace and
cleanliness to a city that has been
shaken by violence.
The evening of May 30 began
with a silent protest of people
condemning police brutality
nationwide, which was typified
when George Floyd, a 46-yearold Minnesotan, was killed
Monday after a white police
officer pinned him to the ground,
choking his airway. Floyd was
accused of using a counterfeit
$20 bill and resisting arrest.

of a second night of violence are
looming. In an effort to prevent
that from happening, Grand
Rapids Mayor Rosalynn Bliss
has issued a proclamation of a
civil emergency for the city and
has enacted a 48-hour curfew
from 7 p.m. to 5 a.m. for the next
two nights.
“Violence does not solve
any problems, neither does
destroying our city. This does not
represent who we are,” Bliss said,
adding that she was “heartened”
by the hundreds of volunteers and
workers who banned together to
restore the city.
Bliss said that the situation
will be reassessed with the city
commission on Tuesday and they
will “talk about whether that
needs to be extended.”

People of all ages and races
participated in a massive cleanup
of the city Sunday morning.
Individuals were power washing
graffiti off of buildings, scrubbing
the pavement on Pearl near
Ottawa where one of the more
dangerous events took place –
numerous vehicles were ablaze,
some of which belonged to law
enforcement, the night prior.
Concerns over the possibility Sunday food and beverages were

Violent
and
destructive
demonstrations have broken out
country-wide. Saturday evening
was the first protest in Grand
Rapids. As the night went on the
damage got worse. Windows of
local businesses were smashed
using projectiles and brick pavers,
items were being looted, fires
were lit in numerous locations.
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being distributed to volunteers.
Biggby Coffee on Monroe
Center, located inside McKay
Tower
near
Rosa
Parks
Circle, was not immune to the
destruction
and
vandalism.
Owner Tim Barker watched the
news from home as one of his 19
coffee shop franchises was the
subject of looting, graffiti, and
vandalism. Barker said it was
“heartbreaking” to watch security
footage on his phone of people
urinating in and around his store,
breaking windows and entering
the coffeeshop.
“That’s not who we want to
be as a community and to see,
you know, kind of everything
fall apart so fast and so easily
was really disappointing,” Barker
said.
As people power washed
obscenities off McKay Tower,
Barker had urns of coffee outside
the storefront and was dispensing
coffee to volunteers.
Barker said that the Biggby
locations he and his business
partner own that did not have
drive-up windows were closed for
“about a month” as the health and
safety of his staff and customers
41

was paramount after an outbreak
There is a planned city
of COVID-19 has ravaged the commission meeting on June
U.S.
2 and residents may sign up
to make a public comment.
City leaders denounced the
Washington encouraged people
violence from the protest that
to raise their concerns this way
turned riot.
rather than through the use of
Mark Washington, Grand violence.
Rapids City Manager, said that
“Given
the
managing the two crises: the s i g n i f i c a n t
public health emergency and now amount
of
the civil unrest, is a complicated damage and the
situation. Washington said that potential
for
it was “anticipated that it may harm to people,”
occur,” though the gathering W a s h i n g t o n
ended up being much larger than assured that the
expected. An estimated 3,000- police force will
4,500 “unplanned marchers” be “escalating”
their
response
took to the streets.
tonight.
“Even though their intentions
“This is not
were peaceful and we certainly
understand the pain that’s the night you
sweeping across our nation due to want to try it,”
some of the historic and current W a s h i n g t o n
injustices around community and warned. “This is
police relations,” Washington not the night you
said during a press conference want to try it.”
Sunday afternoon. “We have
G r a n d
always found a way to work Rapids
Police
in a more collaborative way D e p a r t m e n t
Eric
with community to affect good, Chief
systemic policy change. So we Payne echoed
were a little bit surprised by the the sentiments,
saying
his
turnout last night.”
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department is committed to their
top priority: keeping people safe.
“I am disappointed by the
actions of some to attempt to
disrupt our ability to keep the
community safe,” Payne said.

“There were arrests made last social media and the media to
night and we will make more if distribute pictures and video of
necessary.”
individuals involved in illegal
activity from last night. Payne
Resources are being pooled
asked that the community would
to identify perpetrators of the
help identify people.
damage. They will be utilizing
Washington
asserted
that
the
police
presence this
evening will be
“significantly
more.”

resolute in her confidence in the
community.

Despite
the havoc that
occurred, the
mayor remains

and change will come, but let us
work together toward a peaceful
solution with courage, restraint
and compassion.”

“Even in light of everything
that has happened, I remain
unbelievably optimistic in the
spirit of our community and
coming together and working
through issues – complex issues
– together,” Bliss said.

Bill Pink, president of Grands
Rapids Community College, sent
an email to students and faculty
Sunday afternoon. He expressed
“ W h a t the hurt and pain the community
happened last is feeling from the “injustices we
night is totally see and experience.”
unacceptable
“We have made progress,
and will not be but the events of the last week
tolerated,” the show us that we have far to go,”
city manager the email read. “We cannot be
said. “Our law blind to the pain so many of us
e n f o r c e m e n t feel. But healing will not come
officers will use through violence.”
every means
Pink encouraged people to
of appropriate adhere to the curfew in place
force
to saying, “For your safety and for
prevent what the safety of others, I ask you
is happening to respect this curfew and keep
tonight.”
our city safe. Change is needed

People cleanup in Grand Rapids on Sunday, May 31, 2020
after a riot the night before. After thousands marched peacefully
downtown in response to the death of George Floyd
in Minneapolis, Minn., some people remained downtown
and turned violent after the sun set (Neil Blake/MLive)
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NIGHT
LIGHT
JAMIE
MILLER
by

One small step for man...
progress in pop culture
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G

reetings dwellers of day and
darkness, it’s me, “the arachnidloving agnostic author,” Jamie
Miller, here with another issue of
Night Light. Now as many of you
have probably heard, the TV show “Cops” has been
cancelled after 32 seasons… a small eternity as far
as television goes. The cancellation appears to be
a result of the George Floyd protests, as it is seen
by many to glorify the police and often demonize
minorities and those of color. Now while I can’t
confirm or deny that the show was full on racist I did
tend to notice that a great many of the suspects were
minorities, and as a pro wrestling superfan I can tell
you having an unscripted live television show is not
a very good idea. However, this is not the first time
“progress” has affected pop culture and vice versa.
For proof of this, comrades, just read on.
“Star Trek” has been around for decades, and it’s
given us many things, from the Vulcan salute to the
iconic theme song. But did you know it also gave
us the first or at least one of the earliest examples
of an interracial kiss on television? I mean, the
episode “Plato’s Stepchildren” was kind of goofy
but the fact that Lt. Nyota Uhura, a black woman,
and Captain James T. Kirk, a white man, kissed on
screen is significant. The studio originally was going
to film two scenes — one with the kiss, one without
it — as the studio was nervous about “rocking the
boat.” Well, William Shatner, who played Kirk,
intentionally messed up every other scene until the
studio just decided to go with the kiss. And now
while I’m not the biggest fan of Shatner or Kirk…
I’m a Picard guy, I still have a great deal of respect
for Shatner for doing what he did. It makes me

reetings dwellers of day and darkness, it’s me, “the
arachnid-loving agnostic author,” Jamie Miller, here
with another issue of Night Light. Now as many of
you have probably heard, the TV show “Cops” has
been cancelled after 32 seasons… a small eternity
as far as television goes. The cancellation appears to
be a result of the George Floyd protests, as it is seen
by many to glorify the police and often demonize
minorities and those of color. Now while I can’t
confirm or deny that the show was full on racist I did
tend to notice that a great many of the suspects were
minorities, and as a pro wrestling superfan I can tell
you having an unscripted live television show is not
a very good idea. However, this is not the first time
“progress” has affected pop culture and vice versa.
For proof of this, comrades, just read on.
“Star Trek” has been around for decades, and it’s
given us many things, from the Vulcan salute to the
iconic theme song. But did you know it also gave
us the first or at least one of the earliest examples
of an interracial kiss on television? I mean, the
episode “Plato’s Stepchildren” was kind of goofy
but the fact that Lt. Nyota Uhura, a black woman,
and Captain James T. Kirk, a white man, kissed on
screen is significant. The studio originally was going
to film two scenes — one with the kiss, one without
it — as the studio was nervous about “rocking the
boat.” Well, William Shatner, who played Kirk,
intentionally messed up every other scene until the
studio just decided to go with the kiss. And now
while I’m not the biggest fan of Shatner or Kirk…
I’m a Picard guy, I still have a great deal of respect
for Shatner for doing what he did. It makes me
proud to be a second generation Trekker. It’s just
a shame that it took that long to have an interracial

kiss on television and was that hard to even get it
to air.
“Roseanne” was the tale of the blue collar
Conners and their daily lives in the fictional town of
Lanford, Illinois and was on for many years, and at
the moment the spin-off around the other members
of the family is still on air. If I’m being honest I
never liked the show because Roseanne Barr
always came across as a bit arrogant, not to mention
hateful as exhibited by the Twitter comments she
made when she was “Ambien tweeting.” My dislike
is compounded by the fact that my mother ruined
it for me by watching it for three years non-stop
everyday. However, all of that being said the show
was oddly enough pretty progressive for the time
it began airing. And while some of the portrayals
of these sensitive topics were done in what would
be considered poor taste in today’s culture, the fact
that they even tackled the subject, is impressive
nonetheless. Take for example the episode “White
Men Can’t Kiss.” The premise of the episode was
that Barr’s son, DJ, doesn’t want to kiss a girl in a
school play because she was African American. By
the end of the episode, Barr is forced to confront
the fact that despite her thoughts to the contrary,
she has racist tendencies. Other episodes dealt with
domestic abuse and mental illness, and there are
countless more examples.
This wouldn’t be a Night Light about progressive
NIGHT LIGHT
A column straight from the unorthodox mind of Jamie Miller.
Often written during the middle of the night, Miller provides
reviews of TV shows and movies, books, and details life
through from his perspective.
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The new normal for class ratios?
Graphic Journalism | Abby Haywood

Statues
don’t define our
history.

By Sabrina Edwards

In the wake of the ongoing fight against systemic
racism and police brutality, many are fighting
back and calling for the removal of symbols of
their oppression. This is happening all over the
country, from Massachusetts to California, many
are requesting or forcibly removing statues of
Christopher Columbus and Confederate soldiers,
among other historical figures.

the Civil War ended. Dedicated to racist men putting
them on a pedestal in the middle of cities, all over
America.

Previously, I wouldn’t have given another thought
to these statues, because it doesn’t impact me like
it does others. Imagine being African American
and seeing these statues in passing, a statue that is
commemorating Confederate soldiers who fought
in an attempt to preserve slavery in America.

moving controversial, historical statues to museums,
it allows for people to have open conversations
about the underlying issues that were present in our
society when they were commissioned.

We can compare this notion of “preserving
history” to Germany. Both countries have a dark
past, however, the Germans handle theirs differently.
You can walk down the streets and not see a single
statue or monument of Nazi rule, because those
This is happening even as close as Allendale. values don’t hold true anymore.
Leaders in Allendale were faced with a decision
So why is America keeping up statues of men
to make after many requested the removal of the
Confederate statue in the Veterans Garden of Honor who fought for the right to own slaves?
in Allendale Community Park. On June 30, the
While Nazi memorabilia is on display in
board voted unanimously to keep the statue up.
Germany, the difference is, it’s in a museum. By

By removing these statues, it removes the
possibility of negatively triggering a large
Many argue that removing the statues removes population of people who are deeply affected by
our history. These statues were erected years after them.
46
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GRCC commemorates the
2020 GRADUATING CLASS
with virtual ceremony
B y B r i a n na W e t h e r b e e | A u g u s t 1 , 2 0 2 0

Grand Rapids Community
College held their 103rd
commencement ceremony in
honor of the 2020 graduates. In
lieu of the COVID-19 pandemic
it was a virtual celebration and
held months after it was originally
scheduled.

“I feel very lucky to have the
virtual graduation option,” said
one GRCC graduate, Kelly Pratt.
“I personally don’t think it takes
away from the accomplishment,
but I am an older graduate. I did
Pink talked about the adversity think the drive thru event was a
students were met with and lot of fun, this makes me feel like
my graduation is real and I was
GRCC President Bill Pink the way they chose to react.
being celebrated.”
and members of the Board They “chose to innovate, to be
of Trustees underscored the creative,” Pink said.
Throughout the livestream of
great accomplishments of the
“Survival means you made it. this ceremony, the chat function
graduating class, particularly Thriving means you continue to on the YouTube webpage was
given the unusual circumstances. go,” the president said.
inundated with praise and wellwishes from proud parents and
“You
showed
resilience
“Not only did you innovate, family members as well as staff
to adapt to the new learning you survived and you thrived
procedure
from
classroom because you finished. Being able and faculty.
construction to online learning. to finish means that you, indeed,
Provost and Executive Vice
You showed stamina to stay with were that person who decided President for Academic and
your classes and finish all of your paralysis is not for me.”
Student Affairs Brian Knetl
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requirements,” Trustee Cynthia
Bristol said in a prepared video
package. “Both attributes are
assets which brought you to this
point and will continue to guide
your success.”

awarded Duane Davis with the
Faculty Emeritus honor after
his 26-year tenure at GRCC and
impact on the community.

her achievements completed, Associate of General Studies, and
Pink said, “To all of our graduates, certificates, for consideration.
please know what you just saw
Amy
Mansfield,
Dean
in that video with Dr. Ezeh in of Workforce Development
“Known nationally as a being named the Distinguished presented students receiving a
vocal jazz educator, conductor Alumni. I hope one day we’re degree in Associate of Applied
and arranger, Davis spends able to recognize you in the same Art and Sciences, Associate
his
‘retirement’
of
Business,
teaching through
Associate
of
clinics, conducting
Nursing,
and
at
Carnegie
certificates,
for
Hall and other
consideration.
prestigious venues,
The president
and
directing
said
he
was
honors
choirs
pleased
to
award
throughout
the
all
students
United
States,”
presented
for
Knetl said of the
consideration
with
ongoing work the
their
respective
former professor
The graduating class of 2020 were celebrated
in a virtual commencement ceremony on August 1, 2020
does.
degrees, titles, and
photog by SABRINA EDWARDS
certificates.
The
college
granted
Nkechy
“In many ways
Ezeh the Distinguished Alumni way for the great things that you we are all statistics. We fit some
award. Ezeh earned a degree in will do as you pass through these data points, multiple data points,”
child development at GRCC and doors and as you go onto what Pink said in closing. “…What’s
went on to Grand Valley State your ‘next’ is.”
interesting are those statistics
University where she completed
Michael Vargo, Dean of the that we decide to be a part of,
her bachelor’s and master’s. She School of Arts and Sciences and that’s what you’ve done. You
has a doctorate in child and youth presented students receiving decided to be a part of a most
studies from Nova Southeastern a degree in Associate of Arts, interesting statistic. What is that
University in Florida.
Associate of Fine Arts, Associate statistic? College graduate. You
After a video commemorating of Music, Associate of Science, are a college graduate.”
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Questioning the yellow brick road;
the choices facing college students
By Kellie Book | August 20, 2020

The COVID-19 pandemic has changed a large
portion of our society’s inner workings, from the
way we shop to the way we work to the way we
socialize. For college students who are just now
figuring out their life plan for the first time, or
perhaps reevaluating the plan they’d had before the
pandemic, those effects will likely reach far into our
futures.

don’t let it completely upend your educational and
occupational plans for your long-term vision.”
Hurley went on to explain an alternate perspective
on the pandemic and its effects. It slowed the pace of
society and could allow members of the workforce
who are relatively idle to get some retraining, and
improve their employability for when the economy
picks back up again.

After all, the purpose of college is to open career
Another key factor to consider is finances.
doors that were previously closed. The pandemic
Community college classes are a fraction of the
has changed everything about the way we do
price of a similar class for the same student at a
school, so why wouldn’t those changes have echoes
local university. For example, one credit hour for
that reverberate into the years to come?
a resident undergraduate costs $117 at GRCC,
Financial instability, concerns over infection, $557 at Grand Valley State University, and $815 at
distress related to the deaths of people like George Davenport University (although that number is for
Floyd, and discussion over impending elections specifically online courses).
have converged to create a culture of tension in
Many students are currently questioning how and
Grand Rapids. College students are living in this
where they should attend school this fall, or if they
culture as we try to navigate self discovery and self
should even enroll at all. The “how” and “where”
improvement -- the cornerstones of higher education
should be tailored to the student’s unique situation,
-- along with the basic concerns of daily life.
but the “if” is pretty straightforward.
“For people of all ages, backgrounds, and
“Continuity and staying enrolled” is one of the
circumstances, this pandemic is likely the
most crucial factors, Hurley said.
most challenging distraction that we’ve ever
faced individually,” said Dan Hurley, Michigan
If life gets busy and one thing leads to another, a
Association of State Universities (MASU) simple semester off could turn into more, and leave
President. “But my advice to GRCC students is educational plans by the wayside for longer than
to treat it as that -- a distraction. A big one, but expected.
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The president of the Michigan Community chaotic to encourage positive study habits. Instead,
College Association (MCCA) Mike Hansen offered they may find a beneficial level of structure and
similar advice:
community on campus. The on campus experience
“Putting education on hold is probably not the is of course drastically altered by social distancing
right decision right now because when the economy and sanitation requirements, but Hurley said the
turns around -- and it will-- people need to be ready “sense of community will take a hit, it’ll be muted
to either go back to work or find a new job, and in the coming fall,” but it will still be present in
some capacity.
have the skills for that job,” Hansen said.
For me, the pandemic and subsequent economic
shrinkage in Grand Rapids has offered a chance for
reflection. Up until recently, I had been effectively
running blind with no clear idea where the finish line
actually was. I was just taking classes that I hoped
would translate to whatever education and career
path I finally chose. Now that I’ve been convinced
Michigan community colleges have not been by circumstance and furlough to stay home and
think about my life in the long term, I have a much
slacking in this regard.
clearer picture of myself and my aspirations.
“It’s almost as if you can think of a way to deliver
The personality and career quiz offered by
a course we’re probably doing it,” Hansen said with
Grand Rapids Community College’s Counseling
a chuckle.
and Career Development Center certainly helped:
On the other hand, taking classes at home may it consists of multiple quizzes that give you specific
not be the right fit for some students. In that case, results, and then those results integrate to give you
a traditional on campus environment may be
a final list of suggestions. If you’re undecided and
preferable.
without a clue I definitely recommend giving it a
Hurley explained that many students live in shot. The worst case scenario is that you learn a
multigenerational homes, which may be too little bit about your values and tendencies.
Students also have more flexible schooling
options now than they did pre-COVID-19: colleges
and universities across the state are employing
alternate delivery modes such as hybrid, virtual, and
online, and in higher quantities. As long as you have
an internet connection and a tablet or computer, you
don’t even need to leave your room to earn credit.
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